
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



U-^ ^OUZJIC^ hyCO 






vgii 


P 



HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



o 
o 



a 



OP 

a 

o 

d 
o 








s 



I 





Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






^ V 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



0/ 



SEllATE JOITRNAL. 



JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS 



Ot THE 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY 



STATE OF FLORffiA, 

AT ITf 

(FOBJ^TiHI iIESS0©i^3, 

a»siu and beld In the City of TkOaliasMe, on Monday, Kot. 3T, 1849, 

AT THE CAPITOL. 



TALLAHASSEE i 



OFFICE OF THE FLORIDIAN: 

PRINTED BY SIBLEY ti. DYKE. 



1848. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRAjrY 






^ 



row 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JOORNAl OF THE SENATE. 



Moin>AT, Norember 27, 1848, 

Which being the day fixed by the Constitution of this State for 
the meeting of the General Assembly, at 12 o'clock, M., Mr. Chas. 
W. Downing, Secretary of the last Senate, called the Senate to or- 
der, and proceeded to call the roll by Districts, when the following 
Senators appeared and took their seats : 
From the 4th District^ Thomas M. White. 
« " 6/A " Daniel J. Smith. 
" « %ik « Robert J. Floyd. 
" " 1th « - Joseph Austin. 
« " 8/A " James H. T. Lorimer. 
" " 9/A " J. L. Crawford. 
« " Uth " William P. Moseley. 
" "12^^ ♦* Joseph B. Watts. 
** « 13^^ «* John P. Sanderson. 
« " 15/A " Louis Aldrich. ' 
" " nth " William A. Forward. 
" " 18/A " Micajah C. Brown. 
On motion of Mr. Austin, Mr. Sanderson assumed the Chair, pro 
tern. 

On motion of Mr. Austin, ordered that the Senate be opened by 
prayer. 

Rev. Dr. Todd officiated. 

On motion of Mr. Whiter the roll was called, and the Senators 
from the Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Fitteentb, Seven- 
teenth and Eighteenth Districts, having presented certificates of their 
election, were sworn, according to the Constitution of this State, hv 
William M. Gibson, Justice of the Peace for Leon County. 
Mr. Austin moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 
On which, the yeas and nays being called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Floyd, were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. White, D. J. Smith, Austin, Lorimer, Crawford, 
Moseley, Walts, Sanderson — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Floyd, Forward, Aldrich, Bro\i'n-*-4. 
The Senate adjoamed until to-mortowt 10 o'clock. 
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Tuesday, November 28, 1848. 

The Senate met pureaant to adjournmeDt, Mr. Sanderson in (he 
chair. The roll being called, there appeared a quorum present, 

Mr. O. M. Avery, Senator from the First District, presented his 
certificate, and was duly sworn by John W. Cowart, Esq., Justice of 
the Peace. 

On motion of Mr. White, ordered that the Senate open by prayer. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated. 

'Messrs. Burritt, from the Fourteenth District, Costin, from the 
Nineteenth District, and Tracey, from the Sixteenth District, ap- 
peared and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate proceeded to the election of 
a President. 

Mr. Lorimer nominated Mr. Tracey, of Nassau. Mr. Tracey 
was unanimously elected. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Costin, and 
Avery, were appointed to conduct the President elect to the Chair. 
Which duty being performed, the President, in an appropriate ad. 
dress, expressed his thanlcs for tho honor conferred upon him. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the election of a Chief Sec* 
relary. 

Mr. White nominated Mr. Charles W. Dowiiing, who was unan- 
imously elected. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, the Senate proceeded to the elec- 
tion of Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. White nominated Mr. William C. Bryan, who was unanim- 
ously elected. 

On motion of Mr. White, the Senate proceeded to the election of 
Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Austin nominated Samuel Love, who was unanimouKly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, (he Senate proceeded to the election 
of Sergeant.at-Arms. 

Mr. Lorimer nominated Waller Taylor. 

Mr. Moseley nominated Robert Potts. 

Mr. Forward nominated Samuel B. Foster. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Taylor — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, Lorimeri 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White— 9. 

For Potts — Mr. President. Messrs. Floyd, Moseley-!-8. 

For Foster — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Forward— 4. 

Mr. Taylor was declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, the Senate proceeded to the election 
of Messenger. 

Mr. Crawford nominated Nathaniel A. Jameson, who was unan* 
imously elected. 

Messrs. Downing. Love, Taylor, and Jameaon were then duljr 
•worn by John W( Cowart, Justice of the Peace. 
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Oq motion of Mr. Avery, the rules of the last Senate were adopt- 
ed ai the rulee of the present Senate until other rules bo adopted. 

Mr. John Ghent, Senator from the Third District, presented his 
certificate, and was duly sworn. 

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, a committee was appointed to select 
and invite a clergyman to officiate as Chaplain to the Senate during 
the present session. 

Messrs. Lorimer, Avery, and Floyd were appointed said committee. 

On motion, the Senate took a recess until IH o'clock. 
11^ o'clock* 

The Senate resumed its session. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, a committee was appointed to inform 
the House of Representatives that the Senate was now organized 
and ready to proceed to business. 

Messrs. Burritt, Austin and Forward were appointed said commit- 
tee — who reported that that duty had been performed. 

On motion of Mr. Moseiv, a committee of three, to act with a 
similar committee on the part of the House, watt appointed to wait 
upon and inform his Excellency the Governor that the General As- 
sembly was now organized and ready to proceed to business. 

Mestsrs. Mosely, Avery and Watts were appointed said committep. 

On motion, Messrs. Avery, Sanderson and Floyd were appointed 
a committee to dead rules for the government of ihe Senate during 
the present session. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
was now organized and ready to proceed to business. 

The following message from the House was received and read: 
House op REPRESK^rrATivES, Nov. 28, 1848. 
To the Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House has constituted a committee of three, consist in^r 
of Messrs. Coleman, Maxwell and Ellis, to act with a similar com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon his Excellency the 
Governor and inform him of the organization of the General As- 
sembly, the House having received a message from the Senate to 
the effect of their appointment of such committee. 

Respectfully, 

WM. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk Ho. Reps. 

The commitlfee appointed to inform his Excellency the Governor €^ 
the organization of the General Assembly, reported that they had 
performed that duty. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was re- 
ceived and read : 

€Untkmen of the Senate 

and of ihe House of Representtftives : 
The duty devolved upon me by the Constitution of addressing yon 
on subjects of interest and importance to the State* furnishea me an 
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opportunity to congratulate you, and through you the people whom 
you represent, upon the continued favors of Providence in behalf of 
our common country ; and it becomes us to return our hearty thanks 
that, of these favors, our State has received a most liberal share.— 
The fine health which, for the most part, it has been permitted to our 
common constituents to enjoy — the abundant harvests given their 
fields as the reward of their honest and patient toil and industry, and 
the many evidences of plenty and comfort which surround them, are 
favors and blessings not to be lightly esteemed, and for which our 
grateful hearts should make a suitable response to the benificent 
giver of such goodly boons. Rightly to acknowledge, as well as 
rightly to appreciate them, will be our best guarantee of their future 
continuance. 

This being the last annual message I shalPhare the honor to 
make to the General Assembly, permit me, with the advantage of 
additional observation and experience of the few years during which 
I have filled the Executive office, to renew my assurances of copfi. 
dence in the capacity of the people for self government, and to ex- 
press my increased admiration of the beautiful and harmonious system 
of institutions under which we life. In Florida we have not had the 
full benefit of that system until recently. While we were a territorial 
appendage of the United States, we only half enjoyed its advantages^ 
and the present year has been the first in which we have had the 
opportunity to exercise the double privilege of cit[zen8 of the United 
Slates, and also of one of its coequal sovereignties. We have now 
fully entered upon the career of a free sovereign State, and by our 
participating in choosing rulers of the general confederacy, have con* 
summated and sealed the ties, by which our destiny is closely bound 
up, with the common destiny of all its members. The interest mani- 
fested by ihe people on account of this new political relation, and the 
quiet and orderly manner in which they have discharged the duty 
growing out of it, show that they highly appreciate the enlarged 
sphere of their action, and the responsibilities connected therewith. 
This, together with the successful working of our more immediate do- 
mestic government, gives roe fresh cause to trust abidingly in the suffi- 
ciency of the people for their own government. Not doubting that 
you also entertain the sentiments here expressed, and that, as their rep- 
resentatives, you will feel (he importance of such action, in the sphere 
of your department of the Government, as will satisfy their wishes, and 
conduce to their prosperity and welfare, I may be permitted to state, 
that the Executive, so far as his duty goes in the accomplishment of 
these objects, will be prepared to co-operate with you in the discharge 
of the high responsibilities we owe to our common constituency. 

I avail myself of the present occasion, as an appropriate one, to 
glance briefiy at the financial history of the Government since its 
administration was entrusted to my hands, before I proceed to com- 
ment on its present condition. The experiment of taxing a people 
for the support of a State Government, (who, from the relation in 
which they stood to the General Assembly for many years, had been 
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hitherto exempt from taxation,) was regarded by many as of doubtful 
result. It was urged bj the opponents of a State Government, with 
much plausibility, that the sparseness of our population would neces- 
sarily make the burden of taxation more onerous, and that the mis- 
takes and inexperience inevitable in a newly organized Government, 
would greatly increase the evil and aggravate the popular discontent. 
As it was impossible to estimate with precision, in advance, the 
necessary expenses of the Government, when first put in operation, 
it was reasonably apprehended that distrust and dissatisfaction would 
result from the anticipated deficiency in the first revenue laws, and 
that remonstrance would await any proposal for repairing the evil 
by adding to the public burdens. The expected insufficiency of the 
first revenue laws was realized, and the utmost economy of the Ex- 
ecutive officers was inadequate to the task of keeping the necessary 
public disbursements within the limits of the public income. The 
inevitable result was a necessity for increasing the taxes, not only to 
an extent sufficient to provide for the current expenses, but to liqui- 
date the existing debt. This necessity was met by your predeces- 
sors with firmness, and the consequent increase of taxation, so far 
from provoking discontent, was demanded by a wholesome public 
opinion. An avoidance of unnecessary expenditure, by a prudent 
system of economy and a rigid application of the revenues to their 
proper objects, on the part of the officers of the Government, has 
been met by a generous confidence on the part of the people, and a 
cheerful acquiescence in the necessity of increased taxation. No 
murmurs or dissatisfaction have ensued, and I infer, from the regu- 
larity of the returns of the collecting officers, that no inconvenience 
has hitherto been felt by the people in paying their assessments. 

For a thorough and satisfactory statement of the present condition 
of the finances of the Slate, your attention is respectfully invited to 
the very able and interesting reports of the Comptroller and TreasU- 
rer, herewith submitted. It may not be improper here to suggest, 
that the increasing and highly arduous and responsible duties re- 
quired of the Comptroller, would seem to demand additional assis- 
tance in the discharge of them, either by allowing him a Clerk Or 
an increased salary, to be used for that purpose. This is a matter 
however, entirely within the control of the General Assembly. My 
conviction of the necessity of such additional aid, has prompted me 
to assume the responsibility of recommending it to you. 

By reference to the details of those reports, it will be perceived 
that the revenues of the State arising from the existing laws, with 
some slight modifications, are adequate to the discharge of the cur- 
rent and ordinary expenses of the State Government, and \vill here- 
afler afibrd a surplus to be applied to the liquidation of the obligations 
of the Slate, which grew out of the extraordinary expenses incident 
to the first establishment of our Government. It is believed that, at 
the close of the present fiscal year, if our resources are properly hus- 
banded, and be not directed, by imprudent legislation, from their Witi- 
mate application, our young State will have paid all her valid liabili- 
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(iet; and she will then present to the world an example of integrity 
of purpose which will be salutary to others add a source of honest 
exultation to ourselves. This happy and honorable result must in a 
great measure be attributed to the firmness and patriotism of your 
predecessors, already alluded to, in a gradual increase of the taxes, 
till they were commensurate to the wants of the Government and to 
the integrity of their constituents, who submitted without complaint 
to a burden, which was the necessary price of an unblemished na* 
tional character. I trust that I may be permitted to use this opportu- 
nity to urge upon you a determined perseverance in this wise and 
elevated policy. When tve have once discharged the public debt, 
and have only to provide for the annual expenses of the Government, 
an adherence to this policy will be as easy to us as it will be credita- 
ble. But, if we are once tempted by temporizing considerations-^ 
by the fear of giving offence to the disaffected, or by the threats of 
disorganizing demagogues — to cut down the public revenues below 
the standard of the necessary supplies of the Government, we shall 
soon become involved in perplexities, in subterfuges, in embarrass- 
ments, that must bring discredit, and may bring disgrace, upon the 
State ; and which, afler all, can only be removed by an assumption 
of the very burdens we had sought to escape. It would be doing in- 
justice to my own sentiments, as well as to the people of Florida, not 
to avow my confident and mature belief, that In the policy which I 
have indicated, you would be sustained, by the cordial concurrence 
of your constituents. A legislator cannot adopt a standard of politi- 
cal integrity too high, to be approved by the people ; and that man 
IS most secure of their approbation, as a public servant, whose mo. 
tives and purposes are the most honest. To believe otherwise, 
would be to cast reproach upon the popular institutions under which 
we live, and would be at variance with the observations and experi- 
ence of my whole life. 

As the population of the State increases, and the resources with 
which a beneficent Providence has blessed us are developed, the 
burden of taxation, which even now is far from being onerous, will 
be more and more alleviated, and when the public debt is discharged, 
you will have it in your power, with little, if any, additional taxation, 
to provide for some measures of public policy-— the want of which 
is felt and acknowledged by all — though a just and laudable desire to 
extinguish the State liabilities, before incurring new expenses, has 
made us hitherto consent to submit to the continued privation of 
them. 

Among the many more immediately pressing wants of the people 
of the State, seems to me to be a separate Supreme Court and a 
separate Chancery Court. The tribunal, whose province it is to 
settle fundamentally the laws under which we live, should be so con- 
stituted as to ensure the highest degree of ability and efficiency 
which the means at our command will enable us to give to it. The 
** twenty years lucubrations" \vhich, two centuries past, were neces- 
sary to make a good lawyer, are not less necessary now, when the 
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SciencA of^ Jurisprudence has become complicated and extended bjf 
Ibe labors and decisions of an infinite number of writers ilnd Judges \ 
and it is not doin^ justice to ibe Judges of our highest appellate 
Court, nor to ourselves, not to aftord them that leisure, which is an 
l^ssential element of success in their eilbrt to discharge their respond 
sibie duties. I need not enlarge upon the obvious truth, that th6 
Judges who have to ndo the extensive and laborious Circuits of this 
State, canilot have the leisure which is necessary to enable them to 
discharge saUsfactory the duties reiquired of them as appellate Judges ) 
nor, upon the disadvantages which the appellate CoUrt, as how con* 
stttuted, is Subjected, from having to hasten through their labors 
within a stated lime, in order to release its members, that they may 
resutiie their Circuit labors. It has been found in practice, too, that 
the constitution&l provision which disqualifies a Circuit J^udge front 
setting on ati ai)peal where he had ibade the final decision in the 
Court beloW, is oAen inconvenient, and sometindes operates as a total 
denial of jui^ti^e. 

In my last anniial niessage I gave my views at length on the subi 
ject of a 6eparati3 Oourt of Chancery. 1 do not prbpoi<e repeating 
them here, further than to say, that they remain unchanged — or 
rather haVe become more clear and decided from subsequent pbser* 
vation and reflection. The greater practical acquaintance of some 
of the merMbers of the General Assembly with this subject than I 
possess, may suggest some plan by which an appellate Court and a 
Chancery Coiirt may be united in the sanie individuals, without 
essentially impairing the value and eMciehcy of either tribunal, and 
thereby diminishing the expense^ 

I cannot leave this subject without respectfully, biit ihore ^rmly, 
avowing my unalterable conviction, that it is just and right to restore 
to the people the privilege of selecting, by a direct popular vote, all 
their Judicial officers. I would not be deemed guilty of undue im* 
portunity, nor do I design enlarging upon this topic, but I could not, 
in consistency suflTer this last opportunity to pass, without making an* 
6\h^r efibrt to excite public attention to this striking anomoly th oui^ 
institutions — this humiliating admission of the incapacity of the 
people for ^If-goternment. We are justly proud of the phivilege of* 
selecting those Who make the IsL^lvn Undei* which we live, and yet, 
iVilh a strange inconsistency, we fear to trust ourselves with the se^ 
lection of those who interpret and administer those laws. 

I trust the General Assembly, if they deem it proper to rcorganiitd 
our Judicial system by adopting the suggestions I have made on the 
subjects of a Supreme and a Chancery Courtgor by the adoption of 
Some better devised system, will not lose sight of the inconsistency to 
which I have adverted, but will do jcistibe to the people and to the 
principles which iVe profess. 

The attention of the General Assembly has heretofore been giveK 

with much fidelity to the interests of education, and to the proper 

means of securing and preserving the fund which the muni^cence ot 

ibe General Government has furnished us for that purpose, tn re^ 

3 
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ffard to inrormation in connection with that fund, as well as that of 
Internal Improvement, I refer you to the highly interesting report of 
the Register, herewith submitted. It will not, I am confident, fail to 
commend itself to the attentive consideration of the people's repre- 
sentatives. Of all the grants, or donations, made by the Federal 
Government to Florida, I deem that the most important, in reference 
to its object, which was intended for Common Schools. But let it 
not be inferred from this remark, that I undervalue Internal Improve- 
ments, which one of those donations was designed to promote, or the 
highest grades of scholastic education, which were contemplated by 
the grant for *' two Universities" or ^ Seminaries of Learning." 

It is unnecessary to argue the paramount importance of education, 
especially in a country where the people are sovereign. The sta- 
bility of free institutions, and fidelity and purity in the administration 
of government, depend upon general enlightenment. It is neither 
possible or necessary to qualify, by any system of education, all men 
equally, to discharge the duties of statesmen ; but it is practicable, and 
it is vitally important, to difiuse among the creat mass of the people 
such a degree of intelligence as may enable them to discriminate 
between aspirants for high offices — to make their selections with 
judgment — to discern and appreciate ability, skill and faithfulness, 
and to detect imbecility, imposture and corruption. Hence, and for 
other obvious reasons, " Common Schools," which are designed to 
bring instruction to every man's door, are considered of more impor- 
tance than one or two iXniversiiies or *' Seminaries of Learning," 
which would be accessible but to, comparatively, a very few. And 
hence, I again earnestly commend to the deliberations of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the whole subject of education-— embracing not only 
such measures as may be deemed expedient to render available the 
means already within the control of the State, but likewise such as 
may seem calculated to enlarge those means, and to accomplish the 
great purpose to its highest practicable extent. The assiduity with 
which the last General Assembly attempted to digest a system of 
Common Schools, is an earnest of the deep interest that is felt, and 
which will, it is hoped, result in some definite and judicious action in 
regard to this subject. To the collective intelligence and patriotism 
of your bodies, I must leave this branch of a matter, involved in so 
many difficulties, that I confess my inability to make any suggestions 
which my judgment could entirely approve. 

But in regard to the disposition of the lands granted for Common 
Schools, and to the mode of appropriating the proceeds, should they 
be sold, (which I again recommend, if Congress will consent,) I will 
venture to propose, for^your consideration, the expediency of consoli- 
dating them — not according to the arbitrary boundaries of townships, 
but according to the wants of the people — under some judicious rule 
of apportionment, to be modified from time to time, to suit the 
changing condition of the population. For, unless some such rule 
be adopted, it is evident that the beneficent intention of the donors 
will be, in a great measure, defeated. As whilst it happens, from 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



11 

the nature of the country, that in some townships there are valuable 
sixteenth sections and but very few inhabitants, there are other town*' 
ships with a numerous population, where the same sections are utterly 
worthless. 

In my last annual message I recommended that provision should 
be made, by a pre-emption law, for the relief of settlers on State 
lands. At that time my sole object, as expressed, was to prevent 
detriment to settlers who were unapprized at the time of their settling 
to whom the land belonged, and who made locations with the hope 
of holding them under the Act of Congress. The General Assem- 
bly passed a law, in accordance with my recommendation, and I ani 
highly gratified to learn from the State Register, that the act not 
only fulfilled its immediate design, but by its operations enabled the 
State to secure much land that might otherwise have been unattaina- 
ble, and to find a ready sale for some of it. It will be seen, that the 
Register in his report, recommends a more liberal law of pre-emp- 
tion ; in whose views upon this, as well as upon the other subjects 
therein suggested, I entirely and most heartily concur. 

In conformity with a resolution of the last General Assembly, the 
Senators and Representatives of Florida in Congress, made anefiTort 
to procure from the United States the cession of a large tract of 
country, situate in the Southern end of the Peninsula, and including 
that portion of it known as the *' Everglades." 1 transmit herewith 
a document showing what action was had on this subject by Con- 
gress, and embodying the opinions of a number of gentlemen of dis- 
tinction in regard to the practicability of draining that region, (now 
useless,) and converting it into fertile fields adapted to the growth of 
tropical fruits and plants. Without intending to express an opinion 
upon the pojicy of embarking in this undertaking, with the limited 
resources of the State, I submit it to the intelligence and patriot*, 
ism of the General Assembly, with the conviction that you will give 
it the consideration it so eminently demands. 

You have herewith submitted, also, an interesting communication 
from the Surveyor General, (Col. Butler,) for such consideration as 
its importance may seem to demand. It is the project of a rail road 
from Lake George, near the head of the St. John's river, in East 
Florida, to the Gulf of Mexico, at a terminus therein designated. 

I herewith transmit the reports of the Attorney General as well 
as those of the Adjutant and Quarter Master Generals. These sev- 
era] reports are made and submitted in conformity to our laws, and 
are highly interesting and valuable public documents. They are 
presented for examination, as containing the most accurate informa- 
tion in regard to the condition of the departments to which they res- 
pectfully relate. 

Upon the subject of the Northern Boundary line of this State, I 
have the pleasure to inform you that the agreement between the 
Commissioners of Alabama and Florida, which was ratified on our 
part by act of the last General Assembly, approved January Otb, 1848, 
has also been ratified by the State of Alabama ; and that, upon being 
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jbniUlied vfiil^ tli§ evklence of Buch ratifi^lion, I eauied ttie proolut 
fnation, gtviqg notice of the final settlement of the question and of 
the line established by the parties, required in the third section of 
|he act referred to, to be made in all the newspapers of the State, 
^^hus the nuestion of bioundary between this State and her respected 
lister, Alabama, is finally determined. The line isfixedt ^nd will 
he henoeforth known without difficulty. The amicable spirit \iMtli 
which we were met in the negotiation of this long.pendingqueatioQ, 
ILnd its adjustment upon fair and satisfactory terms, have given nr^e a 
high degree of pleasure, which I have takei^ occasion to express to 
his Eicellency the Governor of Alabama, and in which, I doubt not, 
your own feelings will fully participate. It is ipatter of congratula- 
tion to our common constituency, especially to that portion in the 
Western part of the State, that they will not longer be troubled with 
the inconvenience and vexations of an i^ndefined and uncertain boun* 
dary, as between Alabama and Florida. 

But it is to be regretted that I cannot report the ss|ne favorable 
result in reference to the line between this State and Geergia, In 
tny last annual message, the matter was submitted to the General 
Assembly for its consideration and action, but nothin*; was done or 
advised in relation to it. Under these circumstances, { have not felt 
authorized to make, or accede to any proposition upon the subject. 
It is again respectfully brought to your notice, and with the earnest 
desire that sMoh steps may be taken or advised, as will enable the 
parties to arrive at scn^e speedy and satisfactory settlement of the 
dispute. The importance and necessity of such a settlement, are so 
fipparent, and will be so rei^dily seen by yoq, that I need not enumer- 
ate the urgent re(W>ns whiph require that eome definite action should 
l>e had. 

A brief statement of the posjtion of the question may be of service 
to you. It stands thus : — By aqthority of an act of the General As- 
sembly, I appointed Gommissioners in 1846, to act on behalf of this 
(State, with similar Con^missioners on the part of Georgia, in nego- 
tiating and settling the proper line. These Commissioners met, but 
were unable to effect anything. Prom the correspondence that 
passed between them, (which will be furnished to you if desired,) it 
seems that Georgia is unwilling to admit that the line has been desig. 
Dated and fixed, according to the \ern\9 of the treaty of 1795, between 
the United States and Spain ; whereas Florida claims that it was so 
fixed by the proper aqthorities, and that all which now remains to be 
done, is to mark the line from one terminus to the other, Georgia 
desires that the head of the St. Mary's river be first ascertained, and 
that then the line be run from that point to the point agreed upon in 
the West ; whereas Florida contends that Ellicott, Commissioner for 
the United States, and Minor, Commissioner for Spain, by virtue of 
their appointment under the treaty above mentioned, fixed the East, 
^rn terminus at a point North 45 deg. East 640 perches from the 
mound, (B,) known as Ellicott's Mound, and that by their agreement 
Jiqd its con^rmalion by all who were interested in its location, the 
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Miie lioe runt from that point atnight to the jimotion of the Flint an4 
phattahvochie rivers. There were propositions made by Georgia, 
in an effort to compron^ise the matter, which somewhat varied (bia 
case, but, qot havjqg been accepted, they were withdrawn, and need 
pot here be stated. 

In this Qt^te of tb® case, (the negotiation having l^en closed with* 
out effecting the desired result, and nothing further having been done 
pr proposed on our part,] the last General Assembly of Georgia 
adopted a report and resolution, which I herewith transn^it, accom- 
panied by a letter on that subject from his Excellency the Governor 
of that Sti^te, in which it is proposed, (upon certain agreed terms,) 
to subn)it tb^ (juestiqn to the Siipreme Court of the United States* 
Not deen^ing myself authorized to act further in the premises, I sub- 
ipit the proposition to ypur consideration, simply remarking, that I 
know of no better iqethod to settle this coutroversy than that which 
is there suggested, and that if you approve the course proposed, it 
would be well to vest the Executive with such discretion in the mat- 
ter as will enable him to conduct the case with good reasonable cer. 
tainty of its speedy determination. 

In assenting to the expediency of the proposed tribunal for settling 
this controversy, I do not design to he understood as concurring with 
the report referred to, as to any precise (questions therein mentioned, 
to be submitted. That is a matter fqr your direction, or else for the 
future oonsidefation of the Executive, tender the discretion you may 
allow him. 

Tour attention is particularly requested to the boundary quesfion, 
and it is hoped that your action will open the way for fts final adjust. 
ment, upon terms satisfactory to both partjes,and in a time and way 
which will be fbr their mutual benefit. 

Among the variety of subjects which suggest themselves to me, 
our Indian relations are not the least material ; and I respectfully 
present them to the oonaideration of the General^Assembly. On 
the 9th of May, 1832, Col. Gadsden concluded a treaty at Payne's 
Landing, with several of the head Chiefs of the Seminole nation, by 
which they agreed to remove West of the Mississippi river. In that 
treaty there were several conditions preliminary to removal, which 
were subsequently oomplied with by a Commissioner appointed on 
the part of ihe United States and a delegation of the Chiefs of the 
Seroinoles. But ader much delay and many abortive attempts to 
e^ct their removal, the Indians finally took up arms in 1835, and 
continued a guerrilla war until 1^42, when Col. Worth succeeded U\ 
obtaining a cessation of hostilities. The stipulations of the treaty 
remain to bo complied with by the Seminoles; and by the General 
Order of Col. Worth, declaring hostilities to have' ceased, they were 
assigned planting and hunting grounds ** temporarily" merely. From 
this position of the case, it is presumed the General Government 
designs to enforce the provisions of the treaty — ** peaceably if it can, 
forcibly if it must." 

To obtaiq a speedjr s^s well as peaceable retpoval of thi9 remnaql 
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uf that once powerful tribe. Is douhilesi the anxious desire of the 
p-^ople ofibisQtaie ; aod you are called upon to deiermme as to the 
iHRans most likely to effect results so deii ruble. They have not — 
at least all of them have not — confined ttieimelvcs within their pre- 
scribed limits. Their Ireqaent eicursinns uilo the neighb*)ring 
country, aomet imes a hundred miles within the settlements, occasion 
much fear and suspicion among the whites. And the occasional dis* 
appcjtrance of slock belonginj^to ihe klter, is immediately^ and may 
be properly^ attributed to roving bands of Indians, If sych bo facts, 
unless they arc removed or restrained witliln their appointed precincla^ 
we hvLVQ no guaranty thai another bloody war may not be begun at 
any moment* We have abundant reaBoii to fear that through some 
ind»!^crt*tion of one party or I he other, hostilities may be renewed. 
These, in my judgment, are urgjent reasons for catling ihe prompt 
attention of the aiilhoriije^ al Washington to the stibjecr, and would 
neem to he sufficient motives to impel them to act upon ii without 
delay. 

Any measure, bowefer, which shall be adopted \vl\h the view of 
inducing the Indians to migraic, may terminale in w^ar; and hence, 
before any steps are taken towards neflrotiation, a large and efficient 
mibtary force should be thrown upon the line, dividing the white set- 
tlements and the Indian reservation. This should be a furce ade- 
quate to the protection of our ciuzens, and to the intimidation of the 
wavages so fur^ if possible* as lo secure iheir peaceable rcmoviil, — 
And should the General Government not immediately attend lo our 
iirgenl request for their removal, U is beliered stlch a force ts now 
demanded to restrain the Indians within their prescribed boundrtry 
and from all acts of violence, and to atford quiet to the alarms oj our 
clliiens and security to their property* 

Information has been recently received at (his department, from a 
reliable source, ol the number of Indiana sllll remaining in our Slate* 
There are supposed to be as many qs nine hundred of nil condlibns^ 
ages and seies. Of this number, one hundred and 6ft y^ at least, are 
capable of bearing arms and doing efficient service. Although this 
is a small band, as to numberB^ the Indian mode of warfare inveRls 
it with adequate power to desolate our ffonlier Beitlements, For, it 
wnll be remembered, much of the damage of tho late bloody wur, 
even in tho heart of the country, and when our fijrces were actively 
engaged in tho field, was done by marauding parties of twentT'tivc 
or thirty Indians* And this tdct may be taken as conclusive evi. 
dence of the entire defencele^sness of the sparco white poputatlon 
adjacent to the ^Mudian Reservation.^^ 

At the late f^easion of the General Asiemblyt your immediate 
predecessors, acimg In Convention, proposed and adopted sundry 
amendments (o the Constitution, In connection with the Judiciary ui 
ibe Circuit Couils, If the amendments, thus adopted, shall have 
been published tn conPjrmiiy to tho provisions of the Consiituitoti 
and a Re^glution of the last General Asscmhly, it will be incumbent 
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upon jou, to amend, reject or adopt them ; in which last event they 
become the fundamental law of the land. 

A communication from the Hon. D. L. Yulee, accompanied by an 
extract of a letter from the Hon. R. M. Saunders, our resident Min* 
ister at the Court of Madrid, has been received by me ; and as it 
relates to a subject of interest to the people of this Slate, I have 
thought it my duty to lay it before you. There can be no doubt that 
the information which General Saunders ofiers to be the medium of 
procuring, will be valuable and interesting ; but whether the State is 
at present in a condition to encounter the necessary expense, can be 
better determined by you than by me. 

Since the last meeting of the General Assembly, the blessings of 
peace have been restored to our beloved country by an honorable 
and advantageous tre<Uy with Mexico. A war into which we had 
been driven for the protection of our national honor; and which, 
after much forbearance on the part of our Government, had been 
precipitated by the actual hostile invasion of our territory, was con- 
ducted, for two years, with a degree of skill and success unparallel- 
led in our history, and rarely equalled in the annals of the world. — 
Many battles were fought within that period, almost all of them within 
the heart of the enemy's country, and all with a vast numerical infe. 
riority on our part. The uniform triumph in every conflict, and the 
final result, which placed Mexico at our feet, have established the 
character of the American soldier as equal to the accomplishment of 
any duty whfbh the honor and interest of our country may demand. 
Hitherto, our form of Government has been regarded as adequate to 
the promotion of our national welfare in times of peace, but fears 
have been entertained, even by its friends, that it would prove ineffi- 
cient and defective in the more trying exigencies of war ; but all 
such apprehensions are now forever dissipated, and our national 
character has been vastly elevated in the opinion of the world. The 
acquisition of New Mexico and California has added a new Empire 
to our territorial limits, and enlarged, to a vast extent, the area des- 
tined to share with us in the blessings of liberty and civilization. 

The pursuits of peace were not suffered to languish at home, while 
our arms were thus triumphant abroad. At no former period have 
our finances been preserved in a more prosperous condition ; and all 
over our favored country the eflbrts of labor and enterprise have been 
crowned with the most abundant success. While carrying on with 
vigor and success the war with Mexico, so overflowing was our do. 
mestic prosperity, that the starving millions of Europe were fed out 
of our abundance ; and so lofty is the elevation which our national 
character and condition have attained, that the regenerated nations 
of the old world, having broken their fetters, turn to us as their best 
guide to the enjoyment of rational and enlightened liberty. Without 
intending to doubt the sincerity of those who entertain difi*erenl 
views, I may be permitted to say, I believe all these gratifying re- 
sults (under the direction of Providence,) to be the legitimate fruits of 
the principles 4ipon which the present national administration came 
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those principles, which has so eminently distinguished the present 
Executive ot our proud Republic. 

But amid the congratulations which I could not repress as to th^ 
prosperous condition of our beloved counfrj, I cannot consider my 
duty as wholly performed, if I were to omit an allusion to the threat, 
entn^ aspect of the clouds now loWerin^ dver oUr Southern horizon, 
enveloping in darkness the future destiny of oUr i^ldrious confederacy; 
The omens are portentous that & systenlatic and iricendiary assault 
upon the peculiar institutions of the South will sodn be niade, with a 
determination and strength which dan no longer be regarded with 
ttorttempt. A party is arrayed at the North as the " free-Sdil'* party, 
formidable for its numbers and the ability of its ladders. The ob- 
jecis arid designs of this party are boldly avowed, and will doubtless 
be prosecuted with zealous industry. I have no fears that vvhen the 
issue is distinctly presented, the South will be united in its resistance 
to this wariton aggression on its rights ; and that all the differences 
of opinion, Upon (}ud8tions of lesS vital importance, will be nTerged 
in its determinatiotl not to sUbntit to an outrage, (which, from the 
nature of our relations, as co-eqiial members of thd ftam^ ^reait 
family of States,) is a4 insulting as it was unprovoked, but the tinfio 
is, perhaps, at hand, when it becomes us, as a State, deeply interested 
in the preservation of the rights of the slaveholder, to Announce our 
opinions and feelings upon this momentous subject. ^ 

The adoption by Congress of the so called '• Wilntot proviso," as 
a general rule for all newly ac()uired territory, and the submission td 
it by the Southern States, would redUc^ us td a conditidn of political 
inequality with the Northenr Slates, wholly inconsistent With the ob- 
jects of the Federal Union, as well as with oUr rights as one of the 
sovereign parties to that compact. Inecj'iality of political righfs ini- 
plies inferiority, and can never be submitted td ab io^ as we retail! 
the power to be free, and that rightful appreciation ofliberty, which 
is " the richest jewel in our heritage as Americans.'* 

To preserve the Union, so dear to us, the South has hitherto sub* 
mitted to much ; and, I doubt not, is ready to submit to much more, 
when the sacrifice involves anything short of national degradation^ 
But every American, who appreciates as he ought his privileges add 
duties as such, cherishes in the deepest recesses of his heart, an un- 
dying devotion to something dearer to him even than the Union, 
which he so much loves. 

I shall have no opportunity of again addressing, thu& formally, the 
representatives of the people of Florida, before my i-etirerrtent into 

rrivate life, upon the expii'ation of the t^rm for which I \^as elected, 
therefore embrace this occasion, Idfenew my grateful acknowledg- 
ments to my fellow-citizens, for that eonfidfenc6 which called me to 
the Executive Chair, and for the uniform and generous support which 
has sustained me in the arduous and responsible duties of my office. 
I am conscious of many imperfections, but want of integrity of 
t>iirpo8e, and of a sincere and ardent devotion to the best interests o^h 
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Ui^ people of Florida, are net among them. To tbe extent of my 
kamble abilities, I have labored (o promote their welfare ; and I am 
doTootlj grateful that the indications of general prosperity which I 
see around me, and the obviously improved condition of the State 
For the last four years, prove that our efforts have not been altogetfae r 
in vain% 

I shall return to the walks of private life with renewed devotion to 
my adopted State, and with fervent prayers, that the liberties and 
blessings, which a kind Providence has so lavishly bestowed upon us, 
may be perpetual. 

W. D. MOSELET. 

Bxecutive Department, November 24, 1846. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, 

Ordered, That 250 copies of the Governor's message, and accom- 
panying documents be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The following was received and read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Lofimer, ordered, to be spread upon the Journal : 

Presbyterian Church, } 
Tallahassee, 28th November, 1848. % 
To the Honorable President 

and Senators of Florida : 
GsxTLEXEN : The Pastor and Session of thts Chureh inform your 
honorable body that their House will be open for public worship on 
Thanksgiving day, and on Sunday mornings and evenings through 
the winter, with ample accommodation for strangers, and respect* 
fully invito you to unite with them. 

JNO. H. RICE, Pastor. 
J. G. GAMBLE, ") 
J. J. MAXWELL, 
B. F. WHITNER, 
J. B. BULL. 
D. C. WILSON, , 
Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act to provide for the e* 
lection of a keeper of Public Archives in tbe cities of St. Augustine 
and Pensacola, and to prescribe their duties, &c. 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice that he would, at some fiiture day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to grant pre-emption 
rights to settlers on State Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock. 



' Session. 



Wednbsdat, November 20, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Choice offi- 
ciated as Chaplain. A quorum being present, the proceedings of 
jesterday were read and approved. 

% 
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Mr. Charles A. Twee^t Senator from tb» SeconJ Dbtrict, prtf* 
sented his certiiicale, and was duly sworn by Nathaniel A. Jameson, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Mr. Sanderson nr>o?cd that the Comptroller be requested to furnisk 
K statement of the amount paid each witness summoned in behalf of 
the State for mileage and attendance each, the number of days, and 
the term of the Court each attended, together with the name of 
each witness, in the respective Counties of the State, during the 
past fiscal year. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Avery moved that the Senate now go into the election of a 
Printer, at a compensation to be fixed on afterwards by the Senade. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Crawford nominated Joseph Clisby. 

Mr. Ghent nominated S. S. Sibley. 

Mr. Moseley nominated W. Bartlett. 

The vote was as follows ^ 

For Clisby — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Eurritt, Crawford,- 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White — 10. 

For Sibley — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Ghent — 3.. 

For Bartlett — Messrs. Austin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley— 4, 

Mr. Clisby was declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the vote had yesterday upon the 
question of printing 250 copies of the documents accompanying the 
Governor's messnge, was reconsidered ; and, upon the reconsidera* 
tion thereof, Mr. Sanderson moved that 250copiesof the Governor's 
message and accompanying^ documents, excepting the document hav« 
ing reference to the draining of the Everglades, be printed fur the 
use of the Senate. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled " An act to incorporate St. 
Johns Lodge No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine." 

Mr. Crawford moved that the Secretary of the Senate be author! •- 
zed to purchase stationery for the Senate, not to exceed the sum of 
820. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Ghent gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled " An act to remove the County Site 
of Walton County." 

Mr. For^'ard moved that the rules be waived, and he allowed to 
iiitroduce a bill. 

VVhich motion was lost. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, For- 
}^'ard, and Crawford, were appointed to act with a similar commit. 
tee on the part of the House, relative to the number of documents, 
<kc., to be printed for the use of the General Assembly. 

Mr. Avery moved that the printing of the Senate, during its pre- 
•ejit session^ be executed by Joseph Clisby upon the following terms, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



19 

to wit : IVtt be furnish 500 copies of (be Journals of the Senatt^ 
at $2 per page, counting one copy ; and daily slips of the proceed- 
ings at 25 cents per page of 550 words. That he shall execute the 
miscellaneous printing of the Senate, such as bills, reports, <S£C., at 
i cent per 100^ words, counting 75 copies. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized 
and directed to procure paper curtains for the windows of the Sen- 
ate Chamber. 

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by adding, *' and that he provide seats 
for ladies." 

On which, the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
aod Floyd, and were as follows: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs- Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costln, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
Tweed, Walts— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Moseley, White— 4. 

The amendment prevailed. 

The question being then put on the original motion, the yeas and 
nays were called for by Messrs. Austin and Forward, and were as 
follows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Aver}*, Moseley, White — 4. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. Forward offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to furnish the Sen- 
ate, at an early day as possible, with a tabular statement of the sum 
paid annually by the State to the Clerks of the Circuit Courts in the 
respective Counties. 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish the 
Senate with a certified copy of the bill amending the Constitution, 
passed at the last session of the General Assembly ; also, to certify 
whether or not said amendments have been published in accordance 
with the requirements of the Constitution. 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Avery, frooi a Select Committee, made the following report, 
which was concurred in : 

The committee appointed to report rules for the government of 
the Senate, beg /eave to report : 

That (hey have examined the rules of the Senate for the last ses- 
sion of the General Assembly, and believing them sufficient, recom* 
mend that they be adopted by the Senate for its government during 
the present session. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Lorimer allowed to move 
that 75 cdpies of the rules of the Senate be printed. 
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Which motion prevailed. 

RULES OF THE SENATE. 

KtTLC 1. The President shall take the Chair every day at the hour to^hicb 
the Senate shall bare adjourned ; shall immediately call the members to order, 
and on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the Journal ot the precedii^ 
day to be read. ^ 

2. He sbalL preserve order and decorum ; may speak to points of order, in 
pieference to other members, rising from his seat for that purpose; and shall 
decide questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any two mem- 
bers; on which appeal, no member shall speak more than once, unless by leave 
of the Senate. 

d. He shall rise to put the questiqn, but may state it sitting. 

4. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise interrupt the business of 
the Senate, while the journals or public papers are being read, or pass between 
the President and another member who is addressing the Senate. 

5. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the Chair, standing in his 
place; and when he has finished, shall sit down. 

6. No member shall speak more than twice, in any one debate, on the same 
subject, without leave of the Senate. 

7. When two or more members shall rise at the same time, the President 
nhall name the person entitled to proceed. 

8. When a member shall be called to order, he shall sit down until the 
President shall determine whether he is in order or not ; and every question of 
order shall be decided by the President without debate, but subject to an appeal 
to the Senate. 

9. If any member shall be called to order for words spoken, the except ionabla 
words shall be immediately taken down in writing, that the President may be 
better enabled to judge of the matter. 

10. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Senate, without 
leave ot the Senate ; and in case a less number than a quorum shall convene, 
they are hereby authorized to send the Sergeant-at-arms, or any other person or 
persons by them authorized, for any or all absent members, as the majority of 
such members shall a^ree, at the e^fpense of such absent members respectively, 
unless such excuse for non-attendance shall be made as the Senate when a 
quorum is convened, shall judge sufficient. 

11. No motion shall be debated until it be seconded. 

12. When a motion shall be made and seconded^it shall be reduced to writing, 
if desired by the President, or any member, delivered in at the table and read, 
before the same shall be debated. 

13. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received, but to ad- 
journ, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a dav certain, 
to commit or to amend; which several motions shall have precedence in the 
order in which tbey stand arranged ; and the modon to adjourn shall always be 
in order unless when a member shall be engaged in Addressing the Senate ; or 
when the Senate shall be engaged in takinp; a vote ; and the motions to adjourn 
and to He on the table, shall be decided without debate. 

14. If the question in debate shall contain several points, any member may 
have the same divided. 

19. In filling up blanks, the largest sum and the longest time shall be first 
put. I 

10. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same is objected to by 
any member, it shall ba determined by a vote of the Senate, without debate. 

17. When the yeas and nays shall be called for, by two of the members pre- > 
sent, every member within the bar of the Senate, at the time the question was 
put by the President, shall (unless, for special reasons, he be excused by the 
8ena%p,) declare, openly and without debate, his assent or dissent tothe quet- 
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tioo. Id taking the yeas and najs, and apon the call of the Senate, the names 
€d the members shall be taken alphabetically. * 

IS. On a motion made and seconded, to shut the doors of the Senate, in the 
disciH^on of any business which may, in the opinion of any member, require 
sncrecy, the President shall direct the ^llery to be cleared ; and during the 
discussion of such motion, the doors shall remain shut ; and no motion shall 
be deemed in order to admit any person or persons whatever. 

19. The following order shall be obeerred, in faking up the business of the 
Senate, to wit : 1st, motions; 2d, petitions, memorials, and other papers, ad* 
dressed either to the Senate, ot to the Pres<ident thereof; 3d, resolutions; 4th, 
reports of standing committees; 5th, reports of select committees; 6th, me»- 
nges from the House of Representatives ; and, lastly, orders of the day. 

20. When a question has been once made and decided, it shall be in order 
for any member of the majority to move the reconsideration thereof ; but no 
motion for the reconsideration of any vote, shall be in order after a bill, reso- 
lution, message, repoit, or amendment, upon which the vote was taken, shall 
have gone out of the possession of the Senate, announcing its decision ; nor 
•nail any motion for reconsideration be in order, unless the same shall be made 
within the two next days of actual session thereafter. 

21. The Pfpsident shall have the right to name a member of the Senate to 
perform the duties of the Chair; but such substitution shall not extend beyond 
an adjournment. 

2*2. Before any petition, or memorial, addressed to the Senate, shall be re- 
ceived and read, whether the same be introduced by the President or a mem- 
ber, a brief statement of the contents o( the petition or memorial, shall ver- 
bally be made by the introducer ; after which, it may be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

2-3. One day's notice, at least, shall be given of an intended motion for leave 
to bring in a bill. 

24. Every bill, resolution of a public nature, or resolution for the appropri- 
ation of the public money, shall receive three readings previously to its being 
passed, and the President shall give notice at each, whether it be the ffrst, se- 
cond, or third, which readings shall be on three different days, unless in cast^ 
of emergency four-filths of the Senate may doem it expedient to dispense with 
the rules. 

25. The first reading of a bill or resolution of a public nature, or for the ap- 
propriation of the public money, shall be for the information ot the Senate ; at 
which reading,the introducer shall have the right testate theiseneral principles 
of the bill or resolution, as the case may be, and the causes for introducing it : 
and if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, '* shall the bill or reso- 
lution be rejected ?" upon which question there shall he no debate. If no op- 
position be made, or it the question to reject be negatived, the bill or resolu- 
tion shall go to a second reading without a question. 

26. No bill or resolution of a public nature, requiring the appropriation of 
public monev, shall be committed or amended, until it shall have been twice 
read, after w bich, it may be committed or amended. 

27. When a bill or resolution of a public naCure for the appropriation of 
public money shall have been read the second time, and before both sides of 
the question shall have been put to the Senate upon its passage, it shall be in 
order lor any member to move its commitment to a committee of the whole 
bouse— that it lie on the table — for its indefinite postponement — for its post* 
ponement to a day certain — for its commitment to a standing committee— to a 
select committee — or to amend ; which motions shall have precedence in tne 
order above stated. After a bill or resolution shall have been amended, it 
shall again be read as amended, for the information of the Senate, before the 
qaettion shall be put upon its passage. 

28. The final question upon the second reading of every bill or resolution, 
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requiriDg tfaree Feadiogt prevMUsly |o being paieed, tball be, " whether it 
•hall be engrossed, and read a third time.** 

29. Before a bill or resolution requiring three readings, shall be read the 
third time in the Senate, it shall be carelully engrossed, (without int*linea- 
tion or erasure,) under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate, and upon 
this reading of the bill or resolution, it shall not be committed oramended% 
without the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

30« It shall not be in order to amend the title of a bill or reiolution, until it 
■hall have passed its second reading. 

31. The titles of bills, and such parts thereof only, as shall be affected by 
proposed amendments, shall be inserted in the Journals. 

32. The President of the Senate shall appoint the following Standing Com* 
mittees, which shall thus be denominated: 

1. Committee on the Judiciary. 

2. Committee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

3. Committee on Corporations. 

4. Committee on Schools and Colleger. 

C. Committee on Propositions and Grievances. 

6. Committee on Internal Improvements. 

7. Committee on Elections. 

5. Committee on Claims and Accounts. 
9. Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

10. Committee on Amendments and Revision of the Constitution. 

11. Committee on the E.xecutive Department. 

12. Committee on the Militia. 

13. Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

14. Committee on Federal Relations. 

33. All confidential communications made by the GoTernor to the Senate, 
shall be, by the members thereof, kept secret, until the Senate, by their reso- 
lution, take off the injunction of secrecy. 

34. All information or remarks touching or concerning the character or qua- 
lifications of any person nominated by the Governor to office, shall be kept 
secret. 

35. When acting on confidential or Executive business, the Senate shall be 
cleared of all persons, except the Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms and Messenger. 

30. The proceedings of the Senate, when not acting in Committee of the 
Whole, shall be entered on the journals as concisely as possible, care being 
taken to detail an accurate and true account of the proceedings. 

37. Messages shall be transmitted to the House of Representatives by the 
Secretary ; upon each'of which shall previously be endorsed by the Secretary, 
the final determination of the Senate thereon. 

3S. Messengers may be introduced in any stage of the business, except while 
a question is being put, or while the yeas and nays are being called. 

39. The Governor ot the State, former Governors of the Territory, Senators 
^nd Representatives from this State in the Congress of the United State9t 
iSlate House Officers, members of the Representative branch of the General 
Assembly, and Judges of the Chancery and Circuit Courts of this State, shall 
be admitted to a seat within the bar of the Senate chamber, and any other 
person upon the invitation of a member of the Senate. 

40. The Secretary of the Senate, Sereeant-at- Arms and Messenger, shall be 
severally sworn by the President, well and faithfully to discharge their re- 
spective duties, and to keep secret the proceedings of the Senate, when sitting 
with closed doors. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



23 

41. No member who was witfiotit the bar of tbe Senate when' the qi)«stion' 
was put by the Chair, shall be permitted to vote on the qliestion thea before 
the Senate, without the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

42. No rule herein adopted for the government ol the Senate, shall be 
amended or suspended, witboutthe consent of four-fifths of Ihe Senate. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Friday, 11 o'clock. 



FbIday, December 1, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Choice offi. 
ciated as Chaplain. ' A quorum bein^; present, on motion of Mr. 
Arery, the reading of Wednesday's proceedings was dispensed with. 

Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled ** An act to provide for the sale of 
the Sixteenth Sections granted by Congress to the State for the sup- 
port of Public Schools, and for consolidating (he School Fund." 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled ** An act to incorporate St. John's Lodge No. 12, in the city 
of St. Augustine." 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to- 
raporrow. 

Mr. Avery moved that the Secretary of State be requested to make 
out and furnish to the Senate, (so far as the same can be done fronr 
returns filed in his office,) a statement of all the white children in 
each County between the ages of six and eighteen years ; the num- 
ber in each township; stating, also, the number who can read and 
write, the number that can read but cannot write, and the number 
that can neither read or write. 

Also,* a statement of the condition of the 16th sections and frac^ 
tional sections in each county, how many are valuable, and what their 
value, under whose charge they have been placed, how many are 
under cultivation, and by whom cultivated, and in whose hands ther 
fund derived from the* 16th sections is placed. 

Also, where imperfect returns have been made, such reasons as' 
have been given by the Tax Assessors and Collectors for these im- 
perfect returns. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Tweed gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask* 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ** An act relating to capital 
punishment." 

Also, a bill to be entitled *^ An act amendatory of the several acts- 
of limitation now in force in this State." 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Avery, White, and^ 
Forward, was appointed to act with a similar committee on the partf 
of the House to draft joint rules for the government of the two Hou^ 
ses during its present session. 

Mr. Lorimer, from a select committee, presented the following re-- 
port, which was concurred in : 
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The committee appointed to select a Chaplain for the Senate, dn^ 
rin? its present session, beg leave to report : 

That they have performed the duty assigned them, and respectfully 
recommend that tKo Rev. Mr. Choice be selected as such Chaplain. 
JAS. H. T. LORIMER, Chairman. 
The following communication was received and read : 

Comptroller's Office, Nov. dOth, 1848. 
Hon, President of the Senate : 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith the tabular statement 
called for by Resolution of the 29th inst. showing the amounts paid 
by the State to the several Clerks of the Circuit Courts since the 
organization of the State Government. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 

SIMON TOWLE, Compironer. 

A Tabular Statement showing the sums paid by the Stale annually^ 
{since the organization of the State Government^) to tJie Clerks of the 
respective Circuit Courts — prepared by the Comptroller in obedience 
to Resolution of Senate, 2Qth November, 1848. 



^ ^ 


1S45 


1S40 


1S47 


1848 






Counties. 


Fall 


Spring 


Fall 


Spring 


Fall 


Sprii^ 


Tbtal. 


Average 


Term: 


Term. 


Term. 


Term. 


Term. 


Term. 


pr year. 


K:iC(tiiibia, 




36 53 


3>i 17 


163 07 


7 85 


30 05 


270 27 


IJO 50 


Santa Rosa, 


19 12 


34 60 


75 50 


SS 96 


90 25 


41 75 


350 24 


110 74 


Walton, 


37 31 


30 85 




48 52 


33 32 




155 00 


77 50 


Jackson, 


38 51 


63 72 


97 35 


22 57 


15 00 


49 50 


281 65 


93 88 


Washington, 




3 25 


5 88 


1 05 


1 00 


9 50 


20 OS 


S 2tf 


Calhoun, 












1 8.-1 


1 8o 


3 70 


Franklin, 


67 07 


84 36 


17 00 




25 67 




194 10 


97 05 


Gadsdon,* 




81 50 


459 74 


85 22 


55 24 


29 20 


710 90 


2»4 3« 


Leon, 


109 OS 


63 44 


123 23 


60 QA 


77 90 


12 55 


446 45 


148 81 


Wakulla, 




11 18 


41 37 


19 98 


6 70 


17 65 


96 86 


38 74 


Jefferson, 


12 92 


30 41 


18 25 


7 37 




6 20 


81 15 


32 4a 


Madison, 


19 92 


43 SO 


8 81 


46 10 


44 50 


18 30 


ISl 43 


60 47 


Hamilton, 


22 92 




65 79 


30 65 


28 23 




147 59 


73 79 


Columbia, 




35 25 


173 05 


81 46 


33 10 


27 70 


350 56 


140 22 


Aalchua & Levy, 




47 11 


11 82 


7 00 


6 10 


10 95 


82 98 


33 18 


r)uval. 




120 20 


44 36 


65 24 


74 «7 


40 85 


351 2S 


140 50 


Nassau, 










13 75 




13 75 


27 .50 


St. Johns, 




^4 93 


30 33 


15 60 






100 88 


07 24 


Orange & St .Luc. 








2 20 


3 65 




5 85 


5 85 


Marion, 




U 43 


34 00 


54 46 


32 65 




137 54 


6S 77 


Benton, 






17 25 








17 25 


34 50 


Hillsboro, 




40 97 






12 55 


13 10 


72 02 


48 40 


Monroe, 


23 00 




6 02 


103 00 


9 35 


13 30 


160 33 


04 12 






4237 23 


1776 53 



"^Note, — This average annual amount paid for Gadsden, is not a 
fair average for future years — as a most extraordinary expense was in- 
curred in 1846. 

Remark, — There are accounts for cost« at Fall T. '47, and Spring 
T. '48, outstanding, but not yet audited. 
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Ob ittoUoto 6f Ur. Bakdemom Ordei^d, That It copies of tlie dod< 
timent accompanying the same be printed. 

On motion, a Conunittee, consisting of Messrs, White^ Sanderson 
and Crawford, were appointed to infortn the Hottse that the Senate 
%ra8 now in sessioii ; who reported thUt they had perforhied the duty 
assigned (hem. 

A Committee from tb« House inforitied the Sentite that the House 
would be ready to receive the Senate at any time that the Senatd 
might appoint, in order that the Speaker of thd House should count 
the votes cast at the last j^lection for Governor. 

On mdtion, a Committee, consisting of MesstSi Burritt, Tweed, 
and Aldrich, were appointed to inibrm the House that the Senate 
Ivould proceed to the House in fire minutes. 

At the expiration of lArhich time the Senate pfoceed^d to the House* 

The returns of the late election for Qovernor were then opened 
and published by the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representaiives, 
and the votes having been counted, the Hon. Speaker thereupon de« 
dared that General Thpmas Drown had received the highest num* 
ber of rotes for the office of Governor of the State of Florida. 

The Senate returned to their Chamber. 

The President announced the following Standing Committees :-^ 

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE SElNATE, 
Appointed by the President under the Rules of the Senate* 

Judiciary^ Taxation and Revenue, 

Messrs. BURRITT, Messrs. WHITE, 

Sanderson, burritt, 

floyd, brown, 

tweed, crawford, 

FORWARD. COSTIN. 

State of the Commmvtdlh. tlnroUed Bills. 

Mwsrs. SANDERSON^ Messrs. ALDRICH, 

WHITE, WHITE, 

J. M. SMITH, FORWARD. 

Corporations, Federal Relations. 

Messrs. FLOVD, Mesjits. LORl MER, 

CRAWFORD, FORWARD, 

GHENT, AVERY, * 

WATTS. SANDERSON. 

Schools and CcUegiSi, tJxecUiive DeparttnciU, 

Wesws. AVERY, Messrs. AUSTIN, 

SANDERSON, ALDRICH, 

LORIMER. LORIMER, 

FORWARD. AVERY. 

Internal ImprovemtUs* Claims and AccoutUSx 

Messrs. MOSELY, Messrs. WHITE, 

BROWN, MOSELY, 

D. J. SMITH. J. M. SMITH. ^ 

ElectionSi MUiiia. 

Messrs. ALDRICH. Messrs. D. J. SMITHj 
AVERY, CRAWFORDi 

CRAWFORD. FhOYDi 



4 
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Cominittae to infopro Gen. Thoma9 Brown nko, affile raMll«f mid 
?oee. 

Oa motion of Mr. Cimwford, Mn Lorimer wa« addod to uM 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr. SandotMR^ an ipuch of the Gofnmor's me»tage 
M relates to the MiKtia, together witfa the report of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, was referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

Mr. Lorimer presented the memoriM of William Wilson, administ 
trator of the estate of P. A. Hayward, deceased ; 

Which was re^, and inferred to t^ Committee pn Propositions 
and Grievances. 

The following message from the House was received and read ; 
Hou9ii OP RfiPRE^^KTATtvEe^ Peo. 2d, 1845. 
Hon. Presidmlofihe Senate : 

Sir — The House has appointed Messrs. Watterson, Bryant and 
^lackham, a Joint Committee on its part, to act with the Committee 
appointed by the Senate, relative to the number of documents, d:;c., 
to be printed for the use of the General Assembly. 

Respectfoily, W. B. I^ANCASTEH, 

Clerk House Q,epresentatives. 

The following from Bis (!xcelle|icy the Governor was received' 
and read : 

EXEPUI^VB PE?ARTME?fT, ( 

Tallahassee, Dec. 2, 1849. 
GeniUmen of the Senate ' 

and of the House of Representatives ; 
You have herewith enclosed a copy of a ooipmunication from the 
Commandant at Fort Brooice, in relation to repent ^^distarbances" 
that have occurred between sohae of the Indians and citizens of onr 
State, in that vicinity. |t does not appear, from this communication, 
that this disturbance is of a serious nature ; nevertheless, it is deemr 
ed Important that the subject shoqld be properly investigated, and 
the evil, if any, be removed, to the end that if hostilities should again 
unfortunately commence, our fellow citizens may not be chargeable 
US the aggressors. 

Very respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

(copy.) 
Fo9T Brook, Tampa Bay, Nov. 7» 1849. 
To His Excellency W. D. Moseley, 

Governor of the State of Fhriiq; 
SiK ; — ( have the honor to inform you that by order of the War 
Pepartment, I, on the 1st instant, took command of this post, and 
relieved Bt. Major R. D. A. Wade, 3d Arty, as agent ez-officio of 
^Indian Affairs. 

Respecting the Indian tribes in this Slate, V would remark that 
disturbiances hare occurred between some of them and citizens in 
this vicinity, traceable, I judge, to the first Chapter of the laws of 
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ikh 9M.9i rsgotaitiiif dMir go^refrnnient. Bjr this hw an Indian can 
be teized and flogged before being able to receive his prder for h)« 
preteetion f)«m the agent here. And I would respectfully sugi^st 
this sabject, (section of the law,) for the consideration of your £z» 
cellency, wkb a tisw to its repeal, or such modKication of the sta* 
lote^as lOAy be necessary for Iheir greater protection. 
1 am, with great respect, 

Your ch\ serraot) 

W. N. MORRIS, 
MaJDr Up B. a. Comnianding. - 

Mr. FV}yd montd a jeaH of Ibe Senate ; 

Which motion was lost. 

The Comniiltae appointed tp'wait upon His Exoelliinicj the Gov. 
emor, and inform him of the result of the vote for the office of Gov. 
jemor at the late Electioa, ref>orted that they had performed the duty 
assigned them. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be eqlitled, An A^^ to incorporate St» John's I^odge, No. 
)2, in the City of St. Augustine, 

Was read a second time, and referred to the Committee on Cor- 
porations. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon and InCbrm Gen. Thoma« 
Brown of the result of the vote for the office of Governor at the late 
election, reported that they had performed the dpty assigned them. 

On ipotion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until Monday 11 
o^clocb, A. M. 



MoypAT, December 4f 1848.. 

The Senate met pursuant to af^ournment. 

Rev. Mr. Todd officiated as Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. A];rery, the reading of the Joqrnal was dispens- 
ed with. 

Mr. White having stated thai Mr. William C. Pryan, who was, 
jon the 28th uh., elected Assistant Seer/Hary of tbe Senate, had not 
attended, moved that the Senate proceed to the election of an As* 
itstant Secretary ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson nominated Mr. Alexander Young, who was unani* 
/noosly ele4^ted. 

Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would, at some future day, asH 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act to compel Bank Agen- 
jeies and Bank Agents, doing business in this State to pay specie for 
all foreign bank bills circulated in this State ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled, ^n Act giving a Hen to steai^ boat 
ftwd«; 
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AUo, a bill to h% entitled, Att Aet to repeal the eead kwt ^ 
franklin county, and (or other purpoees. 

Mr. Sanderson gave notice that be would, at tecie future day^ 
aik leave to introduce a bill to be entitled* An Act to authorize the 
foreman of Grand Juries to adroinistor oaths to wUneesee* 

Mr. Sanderson n90?ed, 

That the Treasurer be requested to furQisb« for the information of 
the Senate, a statement of the amount of Jury and Witness certifi* 
cates, each, taken up by him as cash from the respective Tax CoU 
lectors ; in whose favor the accounts were certified ; and the Term 
of the Court the same were rendered in the respective counties of 
the State, since the passage of the law providing for the payment of 
Jurors and Witnesses ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved. 

That the Comptroller be requested to furnish, for the information 
of the Senate, the amouni, (if any,) allowed for Court house rent 
during; the present fiscal year. Also, the amount paid for the con- 
tingent expenses of the Circuit Court, at the last two terms of said 
Court in the several counties in the State, and by whom said ac* 
counts were allowed ; 

Which niotioii prevailed. 

The following communication from the Comptroller was read :«» 
CoBfPTROLLEa's OfTics, December 2, 1848. 
JETon. Presi40nt of the Senate : , 

Sib — I have the hopor to present herewith the statement, called 
for by the resolution of the 29th qlt., of tbo amount of accounts, au. 
dited at this office during the past fiscal year, in favor of State wit.- 
nesses for mileage and attendance. It will be perceived that these 
accounts are all for services prior to the year 1848 — accounts for 
that year being paid in another way, as provided by the law of last 
session.* I am, dcr., very respectfully, 

SIMOxN TOWLE, Comptroller. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Ordered, That 75 oopie^ of the doc- 
ument accompanying the same be printed. 

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was 
read : 

lIxBCtTTiYB Defabtmbnt, Peo. Q, 1848. 
To the Hon. President of the Senate : 

In reply to a communication from the Senate of this date, *' rev 
questing me to furnish the Senate with any information or papers 
in the possession of the Executive, having reference to the settlement 
of the Boundary line between this State and the State of Georgia," 
I have the honor herewith to transmit, (with the request that it be 
laid before the Senate,) the correspondence between the late Com- 
missioners, Messrs. Couper and Crawford on the part of Georgia, 
and Messrs. Branch and Duval on the part of this State. The re« 
pent corresppndence between the Governors of Georgia and Floridai 
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tefeitad to in my lata mettag^, will be fomiA smong (he documefXiW 
ftGcoiDpanyiiig the iQecaaga. 

\erj respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion of Mr. Awy, referred, with the accompanying docu- 
meiAs, to the CoiiMnttte« on the State of the Coramonwealth. 

ORDERS OF IHE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to-provide for the Sale of the Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the Stale for thb support of Public' 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund, 

Was, on nfotion of Mr. Burritt, read a second time by its tide, re* 
ferred to the Conomittee on Schools and Colleges, and 75 copies or* 
dered to be printed. 

House resolution, relative to the examination of the offices of 
State, 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mf. Sanderson, Ordered, That the Secretary return' 
(he same to the House, with a request that it be engrossed. 

By codscnt, Mr. White offered the follov^ng preamble and reso- 
lotions, which were adopted. 

Whebeas, by a dispensation of Divine Providence, the Hon. 
John Brett, Jr., late Senator from the Fourth Senatorial District, has 
been called from the stage of action ; 

Be it therefore Resolved by the menibers of this Senate, That thejr^ 
feel deeply thei loss of that Worthy member of their body, and hereby 
tender to is bereaved family and friends their warmest sympathies. 

Be it further R^sdv^d, That as a testimony of their regard for the 
memory of the said John Brett, jr., they wear the usual badge of 
mourning for the space of thirty days. 

Be it further Resolved, That out of respect to the memory of the^ 
deceased, the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 10^ o'clock. 

Whereupon the Senate adjourned until to.morro^» 10 o'clock. 



TvBSDAT, December 5^ 1848/ 

The Senate wtet pursuant to adjournment. Rev. Mr. Choice offi' 
ciated as Chaplain. A quorum being present, the proceedings oP 
yesterday were read and approved. 

Mr. Alexander Young, who was, on yesterday, elected Assistant 
Secretary of the Senate, was doly sworn by Hon. D. J. Smith, Jus^ 
Tice of the Peace for Washington County. 

Mr. Austin gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask' 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to authorize William^ 
T. Pebbles, a minor, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Mr. Avery moved that the Register of Public Lands be requested^ 
fo inform the Senate what amount has been received from the United 
States government on account of the fivo per cent fund.^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 

Ako, the amouat recoivted oa aeeo<Mit tt r^M «f StxteflrAtti Sfec:^- 
tions, what townships are credited with ihh iwon^y, 4nd how moch^ 
is placed lothe credit of each township.- 

Also, what proportion of the tttitimd ^tpefise of carrying «n the 
operations of the Land Ofiice, induding R«^i«ter'« «akry, etcV, ne 
properly ch argeable to the comftion $cboo} d^partm^tit. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Avery, from a Select Cotttnittee, (inre»«ited (he following re- 
port, which was concurred in : 

The Committee appointed by the Senate to a^ with a similar 
Committee on the part of ffid Hous^, to draA Joint Rules ibr the 
government of the two Houses datitUg thd ptesent aeasion, repbrt the* 
following 

JOINT RULE3 OF THE GENEJRAL ASSEMBLY. 

Rule 1. — Messages from either House to the other shall be wnt 
by such person as a sen^e of propriety in ea^ch House may determine. 

2. — After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be duly 
enrolled by the Clerfc of the House of Representatives, or by the 
Secretary of the Seriate, as the bill may hafve originated in one or 
the other House. 

8. — When a bill or resolution, which shall have passed in onef 
tlouse is rojected in the other, notice therefof shall be given to the 
House in which the same may have passed, 

4. — When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one 
House, shall be rejected in the other, it shdl not be l/irought in dur- 
ing the same session, without notice of ten days, and leave of twO'^ 
thirds of that House in which it shall be moved. 

5. — Each House shall transmit to the other all papeni on which 
any bill or resolution shall be fotfnded. 

6. — No bill that shall have passed oner House, shall be sent for 
doncurrence to the other, on either of the la&t three da'ys of the ses- 
fiion. 

7. — AHer each House shall bava adherefcf to theif disagreement, tf 
bill or resolution shall be lost. 

S, — When elections are required to be rfiade by joint ^ote of the' 
l*co Houses, the time of electing shall be previously agreed upon, anrf 
each House shall communicate the nominations therein ta the other, 
prior to the voting. 

9. — Each House shall communicate to the other the nominations, 
and the result of each voting. 

10. — In every Joint Conmiittee the member first named on the 
part of the House first proposing such Conmiittee, shall cfonvene the 
same. 

11. — During the election of officers there shall be no motions en- 
tertained, except to adjourn, to proceed to vote, to nominate and W 
Withdraw a candidate — which motions shall have precedence in the 
order they stand. 

Id. — The doings throughout shall proceed without debate. 
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18. — CooKQOiricattont tbaU be madb on paper* and signed by the 
presiding officer of each House, and transmiUed through the Men* 
aeiger, or Doorkeeper. 

14.— In oTery case of disagreement between the Senate and 
House of Representatives* either House may suggest a conference, 
and appoint a Committee for that purpose, and the other House shall 
mko appoint a Committee to confer at a convenient hour, to bo 
designated by the Chairman ; said Committees shall meet, and con- 
fer freely on the subject of disagreement* 

15* — Whenever a public bill or resolution is ordered to be printed 
for the use of either House, a number shall be ordered sufficient for 
the use of both Houses ; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Senate or Clerk of the House, as the case may be, to inform the 
other House of such order, and to transmit to that House the reqnls. 
ite number of printed copies. 

On motion of Mr. Austin, ordered that seventy-five copies of said 
rules be printed. 
The following message from the House was read : 

Hoi^sB OF Repkbsbktatives, December 4, 1848. 
Hoiwrabie PrenisiU of the Senate : 

Sib : — Messrs. Long, Maxwell, and Blackburn have been appoint, 
ed a joint committee on the part of the House, to act with that ap« 
pointed by the Senate in draiUng joint rules for the government of 
both Houses. 

Very respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House resolution for obtaining certain tabular statements from the 
Comptroller, was read and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock. 



Wednespay, December 6, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Hon. J. M. Smith, of Tenth District, appeared and took his seat* 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Tweed introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An Act relative to Capital Punishments ; 

Which was read the first time, ordered to a second reading to* 
morrow, and on motion of Mr. Burritt, 75 copies ordered to be printed* 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. White introduced a bill to be 
5 
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entitled. An Act to re-efttablUh the records of the county of Jackson, 
and for other purposes ; 

Which was read the first time by its title, the rule waiTod, read a 
second time by its title, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the 2d 
section of an act entitled, an act supplementary to, and extendSngr 
the provisions of an act assenting to the purchase by the United 
States, and ceding to the same jurisdiction of certain lands on the 
Island of Key West, for the purposes designated in said act, ap- 
proved July 8th, 1645. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the fol- 
lowing Report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a certi- 
fied copy of ** the bill amending the Constitution passed at the last 
session of the General Assembly,'' together with a communication 
from the Secretary of State accompanying the same, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to 
REPORT: 

That in the opinion of the Committee, the said bill was duly pub- 
lished six months previous to the State Election in October last, with- 
in the meaning of the Constitution. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to amend the I2th clause of the 5th 
article of the Constitution of this State, so that the Judges of the 
Circuit Courts shall hold their offices for a term of eight years, in- 
stead of during good behavior, 

Was read ; and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, read the second and 
third time by its title, as of the first day, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrrow. 

House resolution relative to the examination of the offices of State, 

Was read ; Mr. Sanderson moved to strike out the words *' Exec- 
utive Department," and insert in lieu thereof the words '' Treasurer 
and Comptroller;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Resolution then passed as amended. 

Ordered, that the same be certified to the House. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Senate take a recess until 8 o'clock; 

Which notion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, A. M. 



Thubsdat, December 7, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
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A qooram beiDg present, the prooeediogs of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Pursuant to previous n9tice, Mr. Aldrich introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on State lands. 

Which was read the first time, ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow, and on motion Mr. Floyd, 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled An act to repeal so much of 
the law providing for the Election of Electors of President and Vice 
President of the U. States as requires the sheriflb of the several 
counties to deliver, or cause to be delivered, the returns of the elec- 
tion of said Electors to the Secretary of State, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Crawford presented the petition of certain citizens of Leon 
county, praying that the Southern boundary line of Leon county be 
be changed, dec. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Lorimer, referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. Crawford, Lorimer, and Aus- 
tin. 

Mr. Aldrich presented the petition of certain citizens of Alachua 
County, praying the passage of a law relative to the slaughter of neat 
cattle. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Aldrich, referred to the 
Committee on Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. Watts presented the following resolutions, which were read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 
RucitUion urging upon Congress the passage of a law granting land 
to the qficers and soldiers who served in the Indian war in Florida, 

1. Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Florida in Genercd Assembly convened^ That our Senators 
and Representative in Congress be requested to urge upon Congress 
the passage of a law making similar grants of land to the officers 
and soldiers who served in the Indian war in Florida in considera- 
tion of their services to those made to the ofiicers and soldiers who 
served in the ^ar with Mexico, to be located in Florida. 

2. Resolved^ That the Governor be requested to forward a copy 
of the above resolution, duly certified, to each of our Senators and 
to our Representative in Congress. 

Mr. Floyd, from the Comqpiittee on Corporations, presented the 
foUowing report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on Corporations, to whom the bill entitled. An 
act to incorporate St. John's Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augus- 
tine, was referred, ask leave to return the same with an amendment, 
to wit : In the last section of the bill, a(jld at the word taxation, 
**not exceeding in value five thousand dollars." The committee 
find the requisite notice required under the Constitution has been 
OMule in a newspaper published in the city of St. Augustine, and re- 
commend the passage of the bill with amendment. 

R. J. FLOYD, Committee. 
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Mr. Crawibrd, from tiit Coamittd^ ra PropotkioiM and Griefan. 

ces, presented the following report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grlevaaeea, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of William Wilaon* administrator on the estate ^T 
P. A. Hay ward, deceased, after examining the same, ha?e come to 
the conclusion that the language therein used is such as ought not to 
be embraced in any petition which is intended for the consikieration 
of your honorable body ; and they therefore ask leaTO to retarn the 
same to the Senate, and recommend that the petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

JNO. L. CRAWFORD, Chairman. 

The following communication from the Comptroller, was read : 
Comptrollbr's Office, Dec. 6th, 1848. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sm : In compliance with the order made on the 4th instant, re- 
quiring mo to furnish a statement of the amounts paid for Court 
House rent, during the present fisc<d year^ I ha?e to say that during 
this fiscal year no such claim has been allowed. 

During the past fiscal year, ending 81st October last, accounts 
were allowed to the amount of one hundred and ninety-five dollars, 
($195 00) of which a list is herewith presented, showing the chii* 
mant, County, term, and amount, in each case. 
I am, very respectfully, dec. 

SIMON TOWLE. 

Statement of the amount allowed during the fiscal year ending dl«t 
October, 1848, /or Court House Rent, 



err 


■eeag— gassaa i 




' 




O S3 


In whose favor. 


Coaiity. 


Term. 


Am*t. 




fc^ 












114 


City of Pensacola, 


Escambia, 


KailT. 1847, 


40 00 


Rent ol Ciiy Hall. 


15.S 


Geo. D. Miller, 


Columbia, 


ic cc cc 


50 00 


Court Koom and 2 


ICG 


JohnBarber,Sh'ff, 


HilUboro*, 


Sp'ff T. 1S47. 
FallT. 1847, 


25 00 


Jury Rooms. 


«< 


<( <• « 


cc 


25 00 




2()6 


J . M. Bates, 


Benton, 


cc c< cc 


30 00 




314 


James Nawls, 


Calhoun, 


FallT. 1846, 


12 50 




«( 


(( «( 


(C 


FallT. 1S47, 


12 60 





$195 00 

Also the following from the Register of Public Lands : 

Office of Reoibter of Public Laxds, } 
December 6th, 1848. \ 
To the President of the Senate^ 4^. : 

Sift: In reply to the sereral inquiries propounded to me in the 
Senate's order of yesterday, I hare to state that, by the Report of 
the *' President of the Trustees" to the GoTemor in January, 1845, 
it appears that the sum of 91736 29 had then been received from 
the United States as the amount then due to Florida " on account of 
the 5 per cent, fund ;" and by the Report of the " President of Tn» 
tees" in November, 1846) it appears that the further sum of 8975 
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«vl hid been Moitiid ^mmmmijof dba um% find for thd jrear 
1845 : and the Register, as stated in bis late Report, has received 
for the year 1646 the sum of $1930 92, making an aggregate of 
•4643 OU 

The distribute share of the same fund due to Florida for 1847, thi 
amovnt of which is not ascertained, though applied for, has not yet 
been paid* 

**The amount received on account of rent of 16th Sections," de* 
duoting eipeases, is #570 00, which is placed to the credit of the 
respective Townships as follows, viz : 



r. 2 N., R. 1 E., 


• 8 50 


T. S Nm R. 8 E,, 


$ 25 14| 


U 3 M <4 ]^ M 


71 84| 


** 1 S., " 2 ^ 


426 06 


M 3 u a 2 M 


21 55 


** 1 ♦* "1 W., 


10 77} 


U 2 <* 4« 3 U 


20 111 







The salary of the Register, and his travelling expenses being, by 
law, payable at the Treasury, there are no expenditures on account 
of 16th Sections except such as occur for renting and collecting, and 
for locating lands for those which are deficient. 

The proportion of expenditure for these purposes depends upon 
the number and amount of rents, and the quantity and quality of 
land located. 

The amount paid thus &r as costs and commissions on rents, is 
#226 91, and the amount paid for locating deficient 16th Sections, 
U 8583 38, which sums are respectively debited to the several 
Townships for which the services were rendered. 

Part of the office expenses, for furniture, d»:., ought to be charged 
(0 the School Lands, but to do this with even an approximation to 
accuracy, is impracticable. If the School funds were an unit, there 
would be no difficulty ; but the impracticability arises from the num- 
her of 16th Sections, (not yet ascertained,) their unequal areas, and 
their still more unequal value—- circumstances which preclude the 
possibility of apportioning among them such expenses as hare been 
referred to. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN BEARD, 
Register of Public Lands. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bin to be entitled. An act relating to capital punishments, 

Was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Bill to be entided. An act to amend the 12th clause of the Consti* 
tution of this State so that the Judges of the Circuit Courts shall 
hold their offices for a term of years, instead of during good beha- 
vior, 

Was read three several times as of the second reading, and or- 
dered to a third reading to-morrow. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



38 

Bill to ba entifledt An act to incorporate 8t« Jbhiit Lodge, No. 
12, in the city of St. Augustine, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by stril(ing out the words '^ not ei^ 
ceeding the value of five thousand dollars," and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words, ^ provided the property does not exceed die value 
of five thousand dollars." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The following message from the House was read : 

HousB OF Rbpresentativbs, December 6, 1648. 
HcnortMe President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has concurred in the report of the joint com- 
mittee on joint rules. Respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock. 



Fridat, December 8, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, tke proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act to require State Solicitors 
to make reports to the Comptroller of all State cases under their 
control. 

Mr. Tweed gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act to define the Eastern 
boundary of Santa Rosa county ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act relating to the assessment and 
collection of taxes; 

Also, a bill to be entitled. An Act relating to certain fines and 
forfeitures which have accrued to the State in the county of Santa 
Rosa. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Tweed introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An Act amendatory of the several acts of Limitations in 
ihis State ; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Avery moved the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved by the Senate and Hot^e of Representatives^ in (reneral 
Assembly convened^ That the United States Senator to be elected at 
the present session, shall be elected by the concurrent vote of both 
Houses of the General Assembly, and that a majority of a quorum of 
both Houses shall be sufficient to elect. 
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The ibiknrteg memge from the Heme, wllk Uie aooompaoyiiig 
leaolatuui, was read : 

H0U8B OF REPBXsBirrATivssy Deo. 7Ui, 1848. 
Mm. Presideai of the SemUe: 

Sn : The Home has this day adopted the encloeed joiat resolu- 
Hen, in which the ooneurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
Be U Retohedf the Senate concurr ing ^ That the (jeneral Assembly 
will proceed to the Section of a United States Senator, on Monday 
next, at 12 o'clock, M. 
On motion of Mr. Avery, said resolution was laid upon the table. ' 
The f<^lowing message and accompanying resolution from the 
House, was also read : 

HousB Rbpsssbntatiybs, December 7, 1848. 
HonaraUe President of the Senate: 

Snt : — ^The Hoose has this day passed the enckwed resolutloii, and 
request the concurrence of the Senate therein. 

RespectiuUj, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House Representatives. 
Resolcedy the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly will 
adjourn sine die on the 2dd day of this month. 

On motion of Mr. Lorimer, ordered that said resolution lie upon 
the table. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to incorporate St. John's 
Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine, 

Was read the third time. On the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrksh, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 16. 

Nays^None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same bo cer- 
tified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to amend the 12lh clause of the 5th ar* 
tide of the Constitution of this State so that the Judges of the Cir- 
cuit Courts shall hold their offices for a term of eight years, instead 
of during good behavior. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, laid upon the table. 

Resolution urging upon Congress the passage of a law granting 
land to the officers and soldiers who served in the Indian war in 
Florida, 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Watts moved to amend by inserting, after the word soldiexs 
in the 7th line of the 1st resolution, the words '* of the militia." 

Which motion prevailed. 
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Mr. S«nd^n<uiii«v6dt9ftttMidliyilt(MBgda(IIiewM^ 
located in Florida," at the end of the first reaoludon ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ordered, That the said Resolutionsr m amenM, be etq^roMed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to grant Pl^empiion rights to settlatt 
on State Lands. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Sandenon, read a second time by its tKle, 
and referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

The following from His Excellency the Governor ivas received 
and read: 

ExBOUnVB DsPABTnifT, j 

Talkhassee, Dee. 7, 18^. 
Crendemen of the Senate 

and of the Ibmae of Repreeentatwes .\ 
I have the honor herewith to transmit copies of the following cor- 
respondence ; and will take pleasare in having carried into execution 
the wishes of the General Assembly, in regard to the vitimaU dispo« 
sition of this testimonial of respect, from the Board of Managers of 
the Washington National Monument. 

Respectfiilly, W. D. MOSELEY. 

(copy.) 
MoimcELLO, Florida, Dec. 4th, 1848. 
His Excellency W. 2>. Moseley : 

Sir : At the late celebration of the 4th of July, In Washington 
city, sundry persons from the several parts of Florida, formed into 
procession as the representatives of Florida, having prepared a ban- 
ner for the occasion. AAer the celebration, the banner was pre* 
sented to the Society for the building of the Washington Monu- 
ment, to be deposited in the Monument, and the President, in behalf 
of the Society, presented to the Florida Delegation, a piece of the 
comer stone of the Monument, to be delivered to the State of Flori- 
da. The stone has been prepared in a suitable maanerby the Del- 
egation, incased in a box of Live Oak, formerly a part of the United 
States frigate Constitution, celebrated in the Naval History of the 
United States. And I am instructed by the delegation to turn the 
box and its contents over to you, as Governor of the State, to be 
disposed of according to the direction of the proper authorities.— * 
This duty I beg leave to discharge through the polite attention of 
Mr. Papy. Yours, respectfully, 

(Signed) J. McCANTS. 

(copy.) 

Executive Depahtment, i 
Tallahassee, Dec. 7, 1848. 
n Hon. J. McCante : 

I have had the honor to receive your note of the 4th instant, with 
a piece of the ** Corner Stone of the Washington National Moni^* 
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mfttttf^'preieiitod by jcnmU and other cidKens of Florida, (o the 
Governor, to be disposed of according to the direction of the proper 
aothorities. 

Hits token of respect fi>r the memory of ^ The Father of his 
cotmtiy," I have caused to be deposited in the office of the Secreta* 
ly of State, to be disposed oftikimately as the General Assembly, 
BOW in session, may direct* 

Be pleased to receive for yourself and those of the citizens of this 
State, who were associated with you on that memorable occasion; 
^the laying of the Comer Stone of the Washington National Moau« 
menl," assurances of my esteem and regard. 

(Signed) W. D. MOSELEY. 

Ob motion of Mr. Sanderson, referred to the Committee on the 
Executive Department. 

A report on the subject of International Exchanges, by Alexan^ 
der Vattemere, 

Was received, and on motion, referred to the Committae on Fed- 
eral Relations. 

House resohrtioB relative to the claims of Captain George E. Mc- 
Clelkn, 

Was read the first time ; on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule 
was waived, read a second and thifd time by its title, and passed. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Commktee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred ** a bill 
to re-establish, the records of the County of Jackson, and for other 
purposes," have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to . 
report the accompanying substitute. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. White, ordered that said bill lie upon the ta* 
ble, and 75 copies be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 



Saturday, December 9, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An Act requiring Solicitors to make reports of the state and 
progress of cases, civil or criminal, in which the State is a party ; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the House resolution relative to tuo 
Electi<m of United States Senator on Monday next, which was on 
6 
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yesterday laid upon the table, was taken therefrom, and placed anumg 
the Orders of the Day. 

Mr. Sanderson presented the following, which was read, and on 
motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Commonwealth : 

Newnansvuxb, Dec. 8d, 1648. 

Dear Sir : An idea has occurred to me, which I take the liberty 
of sending you, relative to the selection of suitable lands for the 
Statu which, if it prove worthy of your consideration, I would advise 
some action on the part of the Legislature during this session. 

It is well known to you that many of the Islands bordering our 
Coast on the Atlantic and Gulf sides, are eminently calculated for 
Fisheries, and are now made use of by large number of persons for 
that purpose. These Islands will soon be surveyed by the Coast 
Surveying Department, under the direction of Professor Bache, their 
position identified, and their content ascertained. 

I would therefore advise the selection of the most eligible Islands 
for Fisheries to be secured, for the benefit of the Stato, under the Uw 
which allows the selection of half a million of acres for Seminary 
Lands— these Fisheries would eventually yield a large income to 
the State-— and even at the present time are used to great advantage 
by Fishermen, who come out annually from the North, and have a 
gratuitous use of them. 

I think it a pity that the State should forego the right they can 
have to these Fisheries. 

I would therefore recommend a suspension of at least 100,000 
acres, and to select these Islands after they have been surveyed. 

These Fisheries could be let to the highest bidder, and thus an im- 
portant revenue be derived for the benefit of the State. 

These Islands are within the limits of Florida, and I know of no 
law by which the State could be deprived of them. 

It is unnecessary to dwell further upon this subject, as I have no 
doubt you will see with me its importance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. H.JONES. 

To Hon. Benj. A. Putnam, Tallahassee. 

Mr. Lorimer presented the petition of William Wilson, adminis- 
trator of the Estate of P. A. Hay ward, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The following communication from the Comptroller was read : 
CoHPTROLLEs's Offiob, Doc. 8, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sis : — I have the honor to enclose, herewith, in answer to the 
order of 4th inst., a statement, shewing the amounts paid for the 
" contingent expenses" of the Circuit Courts, at the last two terms 
in the respective counties. 

I have included in this statement, for the information of the Hon. 
Senate, the amounts paid to clerks and sberifis for items not coming 
under the head of *^ contingent expenses," as the law uses that term. 
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They are chaises fi>r semces connected with the butinesi and pro* 
grees of the Court generally , as diftiognished from those pertaining 
to a particular ^ case." So far as the clerk's charges of this kind 
are concerned, many of them are, as I conceive, entirely unprorided 
for by law* I have, however, deemed it right they should be paid, 
and have allowed such rates as I thought &ir« 

I venture to remai^ that there are a great many items of service 
performed by the clerks, for which they are not, and, indeed, cannot 
well be paid. At best, their pay is but a meagre one ; so far at 
least as the amount paid them by the State is concerned. A general 
mode of compensating them for the general services spoken of-— as, 
for instance, a per d&m during the session of the Courts-would be 
no more than just. 

I am, dec, very respectfully, 

SIMON TOWLE. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, ordered that 75 copies of the docu- 
ment accompanying the same be printed. 

Mr. Sandersmi rafered the following resolutions, which were read 
the first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Besdved by ike General Assembly of the SUOe of Florida^ That 
fi)ur Commissioners be appointed by the Governor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to enquire into the expediency 
and propriety of removing the Seat of Government, and in the event 
said Commissioners shiul deem it advisable to change its location, 
to select a suitable site for the permanent location of the Seat of 
(vovemment, and report the result of their examinations and pro- 
ceedings to the next General Assembly. 

Resolved^ That the said Commissioners be selected as follows, to 
wit : One firom West Florida, one from Middle Florida, one from 
East Florida, and one from South Florida ; and in the event said 
Commissioners do not agree, they are hereby authorized to choose 
an umpire. 

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, pre- 
sented the following report — which was concurred in : 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled, ** An 
act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on State Lands," have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to submit the same with 
the following amendments, viz : By fUling up the blank acres in the 
first section, 11th line, with one hundred and sixty acres, by insert- 
ing in same section and line the words, in this State, and in the 4th 
section, fifUi line, between the words ** of" and ** acres," the words, 
more than one hundred and sixty acres, also by an additional 6th 
section. They recommended the passage of the bill with the above 
amendments, and beg kave to be discharged from the further con- 
nderation thereof. 

WM. P. MOSELET, Chairman. 

Mr. Burritt, firom the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to vdiom was referred a bill to 
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be •utttled, An Act relidiig to Capiial PuniabiiieiiU, Jiave had tlia 
same under consideration, and have instructed rae to REPORT the 
■ante back to the Senate, with the following amendments. 
And your Committee ask the concurrence of the Senate therein* 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
The following message from the House was received and read : 
House of Rbpbbsbntatives, Dec. 8, 1648. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sib — ^The House have this daj ordered to be printed 75 copies 
of the following bills, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the establishment of 
Common Schools in this State, and for other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled, An Act prescribing the mode of taking out 
Licenses, and for other purposes ; And 

A bill to be entitled, An Act imposing a tax upon, and requir- 
ing a license to be taken out bj certain persons and subjects therein 
mentioned ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled, An Act relating to the mode of appoint- 
ment, and duties of Auctioneers. 

Respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House Representatives. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed resolution, urging upon Congress the passage of a 
law granting land to the oflkers and soldiers who served in the In- 
dian war in Florida, 

Was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the same be certified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An Act amendatory of the several acts of Lim- 
itation in force in this State, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Aldrich, refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

House resolution relative to the election of a United Stfttes Sena-- 
tor on Monday next, was read. 

Mr. Avery moved that it be laid upon the table ; 

Which motion was lost. 

The question being put upon its adoption, the resolution was car. 
ried. 

Ordered, that the same be certified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An Act to grant Pre-emption rights to settlers 
on Public Lands ; 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Lorimer in the Chair ; 

Ailer some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, with amendments, 
and asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; 

Which report was concurred in. 
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On motkm of Mr. SandenMRi} the reading of the Mil wasdkpeDi- 
ed with, and 75 copies, ai amended, order^ to be printed. 

Bill to be entitleo, An Act relating to Capital Punishments ; 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolfed itself Into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. White in the Chair ; 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again ; 

Which motion was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate took a recess nntU 3 o'- 
doek. — — 

8 o'clock, p. m. 

The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, Mr. White in the Chair, 
resumed the consideration of the bill to be entitled, An Act relating 
to Capital Punishments ; 

Afbr some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, with amendments, 
and adced leave to be discharged from the fiirther consideration 
thereof; 

Which report was doncurred in. 

Said bill was then read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
ibr a third reading on Monday. 

House bill entitled. An Act to amend the 12th clause of the fiflh 
clause of the Constitution of this l^ate, so that the Judges of the 
Circuit Court shall hold their offices for a term of eight years, in- 
stead of during good behaviour. 

Was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, read the 
second and third time by its title, as of the first reading, and ordered 
to a second reading on Monday. 

House bill entitled, An Act to repeal an act entitled an act to pro- 
hibit the circulation of Notes of Foreign Banks of a less denomination 
than five dollars, approved February the fourteenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and thbrty.five, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading on Mon- 
day. 

House bill entitled, An Act to locate the county she of Benton 
county. 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a seeond reading on Mon- 
day. 

House bill entitled. An Act to empower Oreen R. Farmer and 
Wm. T. Pebbles to assume the management of their Estates, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading on Mon- 
d^. 

The fi>llowing communication from the Secretary of State, was 
read: 

Oinca OP THB SncBBTAsr op Statb, 
Capitol, Tallahassee, Dec 9, 1848. 
lb the Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sn : — I have the honor herewith to enclose for the use of the 
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Senate, % atatemeat of the Ceiwus of the children in this State, be- 
tween 6 and 18 years of age ; also a statement of the condition of 
the 16th sections, called for by resolution of the 1st inst. 

Very respectfully, 

A. £. MAXWELL, 
Sec'y State. 
On motion of Mr. Sanderson, ordered that 250 copies of the ac« 
companying documents, be printed. 
Mx* Sanderson moved to adjourn until Monday, 10 o'clock. 
Mr. White moved to insert 11 o'clock in the place of 10 o'clock. 
Which motion prevailed. 
The Senate adjourned until Monday morning, 11 o'clock. 



&Ioin>AT, December 11, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice ofiiciated as Chaplain. 

A quorum beinff present, on motion of Mr. Aveiy the reading of 
Saturday's Journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. White moved that the bill to be entitled, An Act to re-estab- 
lish the records of the county of Jackson, and for other purposes, be 
taken from the table, and placed among the Orders of the Day ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Ghent gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An Act declaring East River 
a navigable stream. 

Mr. D. J. Smith gave notice that he would, at some future time, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act for the relief of 
owners and captains of boats and barges on the Choctanhachee river 
and Holmes Creek, in West Florida. 

Mr. Avery presented the memorial of certain inhabitants of the 
City of Pensacola, praying to be relieved from taxes, dec. ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the 
Committee on Propositions and Grievances, with instructions to re- 
port a bill favoring the object of the petitioners. 

The following communication from the Treasurer was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Sanderson, 75 copies of the accompanying docu- 
ment ordered to be printed : 

Trbasvhbb's Officb, Dec. 11, 1848. 
Han. President of the Senate : 

Sib — In compliance with resolution of the 4th inst., I have the 
honor to enclose herewith ^ a statement of the amount of Jury and 
Witness certificates,leach, taken up at the Treasury, as cash, from the 
respective Tax collectors ; in whose favor the accounts were certified, 
and the Term of the Court the same were rendered in the respec- 
tive counties in the State, since the passage of the law providing for 
the payment of Jurors and Witne^sses." 

Very respectfully, ^. 

WM. R. HAYWARD, Treasurer. 
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Mr. White presented the memorial of Hiram W. Brooks, praying 
relief, which was read, and referred to. the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. Floyd presented the memorial of certain citizens of Apaia- 
chicola, praying for a modification or repeal of a law therein men- 
tionedi which was read, and referred to the Committee on Corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. Floyd presented the memorial of William D. Moseley, pray, 
ing relief dxs. Which was read and on motion of Mr. Ayery re* 
fer red to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House of RsPBESBivTATiyEs, Dec. 11, 1848. 
Han* President of the Senate : 

Sis : — The House has concurred in Senate '* Resolution relative 
to the mode of Electing a U. S. Senator,'' with the following amend- 
ments : Strike out the word ''concurred" and insert ** joint." Strike 
oat the words '* a quorum of both Houses" and insert *' all the mem* 
bers elected to the General Assembly." 

In which amendments the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate concurred in the amendments 
of the House. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act relating to Capital punish- 
ment, was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Aldrich was excused firom 
voting. 

On the question of the passage of said bill the yeas and nays 
were: 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Forward, Mosely, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts, White— 14. 

Nays — None. 

The bill passed — title as above. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to empower Green R. Farmer 
and Wm. S. Pebbles to assume the management of their estates. 

Which was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Austin, 
laid upon the table until to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to locate the county site of Ben* 
ton county, was read the second time and ordered to a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
had taken a recess of 15 minutes, at the expiration of which time 
the House would be ready to receive the Senate in order to groceed 
to the election of U. S. Senator. 

House bill to be entitled, An act entitled an act to prohibit the eit* 
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culatioii of notes of foreign Banks of a less denomination than five 
dollars, approved Febniarj 14, 1855, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Forward moved that said bUl be indefinitely postponed ; 

Mr. Sanderson moved that said bill be laid on the table. 

Which motion prevailed. 

House bill entitled, An act to amend the 12th clause of the 5th 
article of the Constitution of this State so that Judges of the Circuit 
Courts shall hold their ofiices for a term of years instead of during 
good behavior, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, read three times by its title as 
of the second reading, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act granting pre*emption rights to settlers 
on public lands, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, made the special order for to-mor- 
row. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to re-establish the records of the County 
of Jackson, and for other purposes, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

A call of the Senate being demanded by Messrs. Sanderson and 
Floyd, the following Senators answered to their names, viz : 

Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'clock. 

The President decided the motion to be out of order. 

Mr. Lorimer appealed from the decision. 

The question, shall the decision of the Chair be sustained ? being 
put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate proceeded to the Hall of 
the House for the purpose of going into the election of U. S. Sen- 
ator ; and upon the invitation of the Speaker, the Presidenf took the 
Chair. 

The President having declared the object of the joint meeting of 
the General Assembly to be the election of an U. S. Senator, an- 
nounced that nominations were in order. 

Mr. Bryant nominated Samuel L. Burritt, of Duval County. 

Mr. Avery nominated Jackson Morton, of Escambia County. 

Mr. Long nominated Jesse Finley, of Jackson County. 

Mr. Maxwell nominated George T. Ward, of Leon County. 

The vote viras as follows : 

Fw Burritt — Mr. President, Messrs. Akirich, Brown, Costio, 
Floyd, Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith — 8. Members of the 
House— 18. Total— 26. 

For Morion-^Messn. Avery, Moseley, and Tweed^3. Members 
of the House— 8. Total— 6. 

For Firdetf — Messrs. D. J. Smith and White— 2. Members of 
the House— 6. Total— 7. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



49 

Far TTflrd— Meisnu Aintii], Crawford, GlieDt, Lorlmer, WftU«^5. 
Members of the House — 11. Total — 16. 
Blank 2. 
The President announced that (here was ho election. 

SECOND VOTINO. 

ForBurriU — Mr- President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costia, Floyd, 
Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith — 8. Members af the House-* 
18. Total— 26. 

Far Morton — Messrs. Avery, Mosely and Tweed — 3. Members 
of the House — d. Total— ^. 

For Fwiley — Messrs. D.. J. Smith and White 2. Members 

of the House— 5. Total — 7. 

For Ward — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorlmer and 
Watts— 5. Members of the House-*! 1« Total — 16. 

Blank— 2. 

So there was no election. 

THIRD VOTINa. 

For BmrriU-^Mr, President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, 
Floyd, Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith — 8. Members of the 
House— 18. Total— 26. 

For Morton — Messrs. Avery, Mosely and •Tweed— 3. Members 
of Ike House— 2. Total— 5. 

For Finley — Messrs. D. J. Smith and White — 2. Members of 
the House— 5. Total— 7. 

For TFar(i— Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorlmer and 
Watts— 5. Members of the House — 12. Total— 17. 

Blank— 2. 

So there was no election. 

Mr. Jones moved that the joint meeting be adjourned, and that 
the election be postponed until Thursday next. 

On which the yeas and nays w^ra called for by Messrs. Blackburn 
and Smith, and were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Crawford, Ghent, Losimer, D. J. 
Smith, Tweed, Watts and White^ — 9. Members of the Hous&^ia. 
Total— 27. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin« Floyd, 
Forward, Mosely, Sanderson, and L M. Smith — 9. Members of 
the House— 20. Total— 29. 

The motion was therefore lost. 

Mr. Ghent nominated Walker Anderson, of Escambia county. 

EOVRTB. VOTING. 

For BurriU — Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Forward, Sanderson and J. 
M. Smith— 5. Members of the House— 18. Total- 23. 

For Morton — Messrs. Avery, Moseley and Tweed — 3. Members 
of the House— 2. Total— 5. 

For FtiiZey— Messrs. D. J. Smith and White— 2. Members of 
the House— 5. Total- 7. 

For Ward—Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimei and 
Watts— 5. Members of thd House— 12. Total 17. 
7 
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iV Ander^n^Mu&n. Aldrich, Brown and Ghent — a. Mem- 
bers of the Home — 1. Totai^ — 4, 

Blank— 1, 

So there was no election. 

Mr. AuBtin moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M, 

Mr, Avery moved to amend by inierting Friday, 12 M., in lieu of 
to-morrow, 10 A<M. 

On which the yeas and naja were called for by Meiirs, Floyd 
and Blackburn, and were as follows : 

Vaas— Mesars. Austin, Avery, Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts and White— 6, Member* of the Houie— 17, To- 
tal— 25. 

Nays — Mr. President, Mesfirg. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Floydj 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson and J. M, Smith— 10. Mem- 
bers of the House— 22. Total— 32. 

Bo the motion was lost. 

FIFTH VOTIKG, 

For 5wrri/i— Messrs. Brown* Costin, Floyd, Forward, Sanderson 
and J. M. Smith— 0, Members of the House— 17, Total— 23, 

For Mor/^j- Messrs. Avery and Tweed, Members of the House 
—4. Total— 6. 

For Fi«%— Messrs. D. J, Smith and White— 2. Members of 
the House— 4, Total— 6, 

For Ward — Mr. President, Messrs, Austin, Crawford, Lerimer, 
Moseley, and Watts — 6. Members of the House— 12* Total^lS. 

For Anderson — Messrs. Aldrich and Ghent — 2. Members of the 
House — 1. Total — 3, ^ 

Blank— 1. 

So there was no election. 

Mr. Tweed moved to adjourn nntil to-morrow, 12 o'clock. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs, Blackburn 
and Coleman, and were : 

Yeas— ^Mesara. Austin, Avery, Crawford, Lorlmer, Sanderson, D, 
J. Smrth, Tweed, Watts, and White — 9. Members of the House^» 
20. Total— 29. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs, Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley* and J, M. Smith- 0. Members of the 
House- 19, Total— 2a, 

So the motion prevailed. 

The Senate then returned to their Chamber. 

Bill to be entitled, An act requiring Solicitors to make reports of 
the state and progress of cases, civil and criminal, in which the State 
is a party, 

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Resolutions relative to the removal of the Seat of Government of 
the State of Florida, 

Was read a second time» 
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Bfr. Crawlbid moved the indefinite pottponemetit of said iresolu* 
tions. 

On which the yeai and nays were called for by Messrs. Sander- 
son and Moseley, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, and 
White— 5. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Arery, Costin, 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson, Tweed and Watt»— IK 

So said motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Avenr, said resolations were referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



TuBSDAT, December 12, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Austin, the House bill entitled, An Act to em* 
power Green R. Farmer and Wm. F. Pebbles to assume the man* 
agement of their Estates, 

Was taken from the table, and placed among the Orders of the 
Day. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, House bill entitled, An Act entitled an 
act to prohibit the circulation of Notes of Foreign Banks, of a less 
denomination than five dollars, approved February 14, 1835, 

Was taken from the table, and placed among the Orders of the 
Day. 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice that be would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act providing for the 
purchase on the part of the State, of lands ofiered for sale. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An Act to amend the several acts to raise a revenue for this 
State, approved January 8, 1848 ; 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Taxation and 
Revenue ; 

Mr. Avery, from the Committee on Schools and Colleges, pre* 
seated the following report, which was received : 

The Committee on Schools and Colleges, who were instructed to 
brins in a bill providing for the establishment of Common Schools, 
ask leave to report the accompanying bill. 

0. M. AVERY, 
Chairman of Committee on Schools and Colleges. 

The accompanying bill, to be entitled, An Act to provide for the 
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eTBteblfsKment ofCommon Schools, was, on motion, r«ad the first tfrne 
by its title, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
en State Lands, 

Was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An Act requiring Solicitors to make 
reports of the State and Progress of Gases^ Civil or Criminal, in 
which the State is a party, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Senate go into a Committee of the 
Whole upon said bill ; 

Which motion was lost. 

On the question pf the passage of said bHl, the yeas and nays 
were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costln, Crawford, For- 
ward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts 
and White— 13. 

Nays — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burriit, Floyd, Ghent, J. 
M. Smith— 6. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An Act to re-establish the records 
of Jackson county, and for other purposes. 

Was read the third time, and on motion of Mr. Burritt, again re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act to amend the 12th clause of the 
5th article of the Constitution of this State, so that the Judges of the 
Circuit Courts shall hold their offices for a term of eight years, in- 
stead of during good behavior, 

Was read three times, as of the third reading, and on the questioR 
of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. 
Smith, Tweed, Watts and White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed by the requisite constitutional majority. Title as 
stated. Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House Representatives, December 11, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate: 

Sir — ^The House has ordered to be pVinted, 75 copies of^— 

A bill to be entitled, An Act for organizing the Supreme Court of 
the State of Florida; and 

A bill to be entitled, An Act to encourage and facilitate Internal 
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Iinprovements, and to authorize and regulate partnership^ for the 
tame." 

RespcctfuUy, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatiyet. 

The House returned Senate resolution, urging upon Congress the 
passage of a law granting land to the officers and soldiers who senr- 
ed in the Indian war in Florida, as passed by the House without 
amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act to locate the county site of 
Benton county, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Arery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. . 
Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 17. 

Nays — ^None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be 
certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act to empower Green R. Farmer 
and William F. Pebbles, to assume the management of their estates, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Crawford, Lorimer and White — 5. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Costin, Floyd, For- 
ward, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, and Walts— 10. 

Said bill was lost. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the Housa. 

The following message from the House, with the accompanying 
Resolution, was read : 

House of Repsesentatiyes, December 12, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — ^The House has this day adopted the enclosed resolution, 
wherein the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Very respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

Resolvedj the Senate concurring^ That this General Assembly do 
not proceed further in the election of United States Senator for the 
present — but that the same be postponed to some future day, to be 
hereafter agreed upon. 

The Senate concurred in said resolution. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act entitled an act to prohibit the 
circulation of Notes of Foreign Banks of a less denomination than 
five dollars, approved February 14, 1835, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
Watts and White— 6. 
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Nayfr-*-Me«sii« Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Craw« 
ford, Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith and Tweed— 11. 

Said bill was lost. Ordered, that the same be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act to amend an act to establish a 
tariff of fees, approved January 6th, 1847, 

Was read the first time^ and ordered to a second reading to-mor« 
row. 

House resolution providing for the refunding of certain overpaid 
dues, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor* 
row. 

On motion, the President appointed Messrs. Forward, White and 
Avery, an Engrossing Conmiittee. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate adjourned until to«morrow» 
10 o'clock A. M. 



Wednesday, December 13, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Aldrich introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act providing for the purchase, on the part of the State, 
of lands offered for sale for taxes ; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. D. J. Smith introduced a bill to 
be entitled. An act to alter and amend the Election law in force in 
this State ; 

Which was read (he first time, ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow, and seventy.five copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act relating to fines, for* 
feitures, costs and other m<Mieys adjudged to the State. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, 

Ordered, that leave be granted to the Committees on Enrolled 
Bills and Engrossed Bills, to report at any time. 

On motion, Messrs. Sanderson, White and Forward were appoint* 
ed a committee, to act with a similar committee on the* part of the 
House, to examine the offices of the Comptroller and Treasurer. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report, which was received : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed a bill to be entitled. An act to grant pre-emption 
rights to settlers on State Lands. 

WILUAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 
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Mr. Borrittt from (he Committee on the JodicUiy, pretented the 
foUowiog report, which wa8 concurred in : 

The Uommittee on the Judiciarj, to whom wan referred the bill 
(0 be entitled, ^ An act to re-establish the Records of the County of 
JadDMn, and for other purposes,'' beg leave to report the said^bill 
with the following amendments, to wit : 

Insert the words— or ytM^grment, orders or decree of the Probate 
Court or Judge^ after the word '* writing" in the 4th line of the 4th 
leetion. 

Insert the words — or entered of record^ after the word *' recorded" 
!b the 7(h line of the 4th section. 

Insert the words^-or other wrUmg^ after the word *' documents," 
in the 9th line of the 4th section. 

Insert the words — or record^ after the word " papers" in the 18th 
lineof the 4th section. 

Insert the words — or record, after the word ** papers" in tho 16th 
line{of the 4th section. 

Insert the words — bp order of said Cowrtf after the word ^ shall" 
in the 21st line of the 4th section. 

And the Committee ask the concurrence of the Senate therein. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the State of the Common- 
wealth, reported a bill to be entitled. An act reducing the salary of 
the Governor's Private Secretary ; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered (or a second reading 
to-morrow. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

Engrossed btU to be entitled. An act to grant pre*emptioii rights 
to setUers on State Lands ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. AJdrich, Austin, Avery, Brewn^ 
Borritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Mosely, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White~18. 

Naye—None. 

Said bill passed. Titled as stated. Ordered that the same bo 
certified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to re-establish the records of the Coun*^ 
ty of Jackson, and for other purposets ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for & 
third reading to-morrow. 

House resolution providing for the refunding of certain overpaid 
does; 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by inserting, after the words '* Key 
West" in 5th line, the words *' and Apalachicola;" 

Which motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, said resolution was referred to tha 
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Committee on Taxation and Revenue, with instructions and power 
to send for papers and persons, if necessary. 

House bill to be entitled, An Act to establish a tariff of fees, ap- 
proved January 6, 1847 ; 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Aldrich in the Chair ; 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate, with amendments, 
and asiced to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
Which report was concurred in. 

On motion, said bill, as amended, was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Tweed, Sanderson and Forward. 

Bill to be entitled. An Act to provide for the establishment of 
Common Schools, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Avery. laid upon the table. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, reported Res- 
olution urging upon Congress the passage of a law granting land to 
the officers and soldiers who served in the war in Florida, as cor- 
rectly enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, A. M. 



Thursday, December 14, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Aldrich introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and other moneys 
adjudged to the State. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act relating to the duties 
of Tax Assessors and Collectors, prescribing the term of assessment, 
and for other purposes. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a hill to be en- 
titled, An act to repeal the road laws in and for the county of Franklin. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. D. J. Smith gave notice that he would, at some future day, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to more perma- 
nently locate the County Site of Washington County, and for other 
purposes therem contained. 

Mr. Burritt gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to provide for compen* 
«atlon to physicians for professional attendance upon Coroner's in« 
quests. 
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On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Austin, Lorimef, 
and Crawford, was appointed to wait upon the House, and request 
them to return the following bills, viz : a bill to be entitled, An act 
to repeal an act entitled an act to prohibit the circulation of notes of 
foreign Banks of a less denomination than five dollars, approved 
February 14, 1835 ; 

And also a bill to be entitled. An act to empower Green R« Far* 
roer and William T. Pebbles to assume the management of thei{ 
estates. 

Which committee reported that that duty had been performed. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the vote had on 12th inst. on House bill 
to be entitled. An act to empower Green R. Farmer and William T, 
Pebbles to assume the management of their estates, was reconsid- 
ered, and said bill placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Crawford moved the vote had on the ISth instant on House 
bill entitled. An act to repeal an act entitled an act to prohibit the 
circulation of notes of foreign Banks of a less denomination than 
five dollars, approved February 14, 1835, be reconsidered. 

On which the yeas and najrs were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Floyd, and were as follows : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Crawford, Ghent, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Moseley, J. M. Smith, Tweed — 9. 

Said motion prevailed, and said bill placed among the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Averf , from the Committee on Schools and Colleges, pre- 
sented the following report : 

The Committee on Schools and Colleges to whom was referred 
the bill entitled, '* An act to provide for the sale of the 16th Sections 
granted by Congress to the State for the support of public schools 
and for consolidating the School fund," beg leave to 
REPORT: 

They have examined the bill under consideration, and believing it 
essential to the usefulness of the school fund, that the provisions 
therein contained should be enforced, recommend its passage. 

Your Committee, aware that there are many who suppose the 
State has not the right to sell the 16tb sections, consolidate the fund, 
and distribute the annual interest of the same, in equal amounts to 
every child in the State, of proper age to attend school, (owing to 
ivords of limitation contained in the grant,) — beg leave to submit 
with this report some of the reasons which [induce them to think it 
not only her right, legallj' and equitably, but her duty, to sell the 16lh 
sections, consolidate the fund derived from the sale, and make an 
equal distribution of its annual interest. 

Your Committee are also aware their views conflict with the ex- 
pressed opinions of gentlemen whose opinions are entitled to muck 
respect. 
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Judge Manriiii in his report to the Governor relatiye to the estab- 
lishment of common schools, holds this language : *^ These lands (the 
16th sections) were granted by Congress to the State, for the use of 
the inhabitants of the respective townships in which the section i% 
situated. — (See act of Congress 1845.) By the terms of the gran., 
the proceeds of their sale cannot be amsoUdated into one commoa 
fund, djk^furlherlegMation of Congress is necessary to effect this o&- 

Our worthy Governor too, in his last annual message, recommends 
the sale and consolidation, *' if Congress vnU consent ;" thus clearly 
showing it to be his opinion that the State has not the right to sell 
and consolidate without the consent of Congress. 

Mr. Hague r, in his speech— -said to have been delivered in the 
House of Representatives, Dec. 28, 1847, but which was not pub« 
lished until alter the adjournment of the Legislature — not only con ! 
tended that the State had rol the right to sell and consolidate^ but also 
held the following language : ** Florida was a sovereign State when 
the ^anttoas made ; cmd no title whatever to the lands granted now re» 
mains in the United States ; and hence I infer the absolute want of all 
need of, or beneat to result from, application to Congress." 

As these esteemed gentlemen differ thus widely in their views of 
the position of the State with respect to the 16th sections, yout* 
Committee hope they will be thought excusable }[they differ in tJie'..* 
views from each and all of them. 

Believing that the State has the right legally and equitahly to sell, 
consolidate, and distribute, — and happy in the assured hope, that this 
Idea will ultimately prevail, and the foundation be thus laid for a 
prosperous common school system, they will proceed to present their 
views on this important point. 

The grant under which the State claims the 16th sections is in 
these words : 

*' Be it enacted^ 4^., That in consideration of concessions made by 
the Slate of Florida in respect of the Ptiblic Lands, there be granted 
to the State section number sixteen in every township, or 

other lands equivalent thereto, for the use of the inha1t)itants of such 
township, for the support of public schools, &c." 

Three points are to be noted in discussing the character of this 
grant, as 

1st. The consideration. 

2d; The thing granted. 

3d. The Limitation. 

1st. The consideration. This appears by the words of the grant, 
and by the language of the law admitting Florida into the Union, to 
have b( en a concession to the United States of the primary disposal 
of the public lands, within the State, and a renunciation of all taxes 
on the same while remaining the property of the United States. 

Had these concessions not been made by the State, and the State 
retained the primary disposal of the public lands, or the right to tax 
themi an income would have been received beneficial to the whole 
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States no towndiip would hare claimedagreater share of the l>dne» 
fits derived from these sources, than that to which it Would be entitled 
by its ratio of population. 

Is it said that we could not have enforced a right to the primary 
disposal of the soil, or the collection of a tax ? It is enough for onr 
argument, that the United States Government considered the undiS'^ 
fnOed right to iheprimarp disposal of the pubUc i^tndsj and a renun 
datum of all taxes on the same, of sufficient importance to name 
them in the grant as the consideration for which the sixteenth sec« 
tions were given to the Slate. Thus making with the State a con- 
tract of the nature of ^* bargain and sale." 

The second matter for our consideration is the *' thing" granted* 
Under this head we will note a number of &cts exhibiting its pecu- 
liarities. It is notorious, that if the inhabitants of each township 
are to have the benefit which may be derived from their 16th section 
and that only while the inhabitants of some townships will receive 
a large amount, the inhabitants of other townships will receive 
nothing. 

As examples illustrative of this fact^ we will take a few townships 
Grom each of the Counties which have made returns, and show the 
disparity existing between different townships Jn the same county. 

We will commence with 

ESCAKBIA C0l7NTy. 

The citv of Pensacola is in (ownship 2, S. range 30, W. The 
number of children in the township between the ages of 6 and 18 
years is 289. The 16th section in this township is valued by the tax 
assessor and collector at $2(1). No rent can ever be obtained from 
it. And this« according to those who contend that the State cannot 
sell and consolidate, is all which the inhabitants of Pensacola are to 
receive from the magnyicenl donation (as it is called) to the State, of 
l-36th part of her whole domain, amounting to over 1,000,000 of 
acres. Some however are willing to concede that the State has a 
right to sell the 16th sections, providing each township is allowed to 
retain the monev obtained by the sale o^its 16th section. 

Well, we will suppose the 16th section in the Pensacola township 
sold for the full some of $200, and the money invested say at 6 per 
cent interest; and twelve dollars per year realized-^812 divided 
among 286 children, would give to each 4 cents, 1 mill and 1-lOth, 
as their portion of school money. 

Woolsey village is in township 3, S, range 30, W, and contains 34 
children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. This is a fractional 
township and has no 16th section, and of course no school fund. 

Warrington village in townsllip 3, S, range 31, W, has 27 chiU 
dren between the ages of 6 and 18 years ; the 16th section valued at 
9200 ; nothing is now received from it ; if sold and the money in* 
vested at 6 per cent, would give 44 cents to each child. 

The whole value of all the 16th sections in Escambia county is 
estimated at 9775. Nothing is or can be derived from these 16th 
sections by renting ; if sold and the money loaned at 6 per cent, the 
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ftfflount for each chfld anmrally would be, 9 centi, 8 mitU and 3.10* 
From Santa Rosa county no returns hare been received. 

WALTON COUNTY. 

In township 2, N, range 18, W, there are 50 children between 6 
and 18 years of ago. The 16th section is valued at 800 dollars. 

In township 2, N, range 18, W, are 48 children between 6 and 
18 years of age. The 16th section in this township is returned as 
Worthless. 

WASHINGTON COtTNTY. 

In township 3, N, range 13, W, there are 48 children between the 
ages of and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at 9900. h 
this should be vested as before mentioned, the annual amount re- 
ceived by each child would be $1 12. 

In township 1, N, range 16, W, are 55 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section in this township is returned as 
worthless. The 55 children have therefore no part or lot in the 
School fund. 

In township 2, N, range 15, W, are 40 children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $1680 } 
which at 6 per cent would give to each child yearly the sum of 
$2 52. 

CALHOUN COUNTY. - 

In township 4 N., range 9 W., there are no children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years, so far as appears from the returns of the as- 
sessor. The 16th section, (which is fractional,) is valued at 81500 — 
of course of no use to any one. 

In township 1 N., range 8 W., there are 34 children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section in this township is re. 
turned as " worthless.'' Of course these 34 children have no school 
fund. Township 2 N., range 8 W, has 42 children, and a " worth- 
ies" 16th section. 

Jackson cotNTY. 

In township 4 N., range 10 W., (Marianna is in this township,) 
are 141 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16ch 
section in this township is represented as worthless. These 141 
children, therefore, get for their school money. 

In township 5 N., range 10 W., are 3 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section in this township is valued at 
81200. Invest this at 6 per cent, and an annual fund would be re- 
ceived by each of these children of 824. 

In township 5 N., range 9 W., (Webbville is in this township,) 
are 103 children between the agps of 6 and 18 years. The 16th 
section is valued at $700. This invested at 6 per cent would give 
40 cents per year to each. 

In township 5 N., range 11 W., are 16 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section in this township is valued at 
81800. This invested at 6 per cent, would give each child 86.75 
per annum. 

In township 7 N<, range 12 W., (Campbellton is in this town- 
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ship,) are 40 children, belween the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 
16th section is in Alabama. 

In township 5 N., range 10 W., there are no children between 
the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section of this township is 
valued at $1200— of no use to any one, so long as it is thought the 
State has not the right to sell and consolidate. 

Three of the 16th sections in this county are returned as being 
cultivated. For two of them nothing has been received ; the other 
is returned as being in charge of J. Stewart and others, as trustees. 
This township, (which is No. 4 N., range 11 W.,) contains 45 chil- 
dren between 6 and 18 years of age. The 16th section is valued at 
•500. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 

Contains 165 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years ; but 
this county being embraced within the limits of Forbe's Purcliase, 
no provision is made, (according to the present interpretation of the 
law of Congress,) for their education. 

WAKULLA COUNTY. 

The whole of this county is reported as lying within the Forbes' 
Purchase ; consequently, according to the present interpretation of 
the law, the inhabitants have no part or lot in the 16th section fund. 
This county contains 263 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. 

GADSDEN COUNTY. 

There seems to be some mistake in the returns with regard to the 
township in which Quincy is situated. That township which is 2 
N., range 4 W., is represented as containing but 69 children be- 
tween the ages of 6 and 18 years, while township 2 N., range 3 W., 
upon which there is neither town or village, is represented as con- 
taining 136 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. Again, 
while the 16th section in township 2 N., range 4 W., is represented 
as being worth $1250 — the 16th section in township 2 N., range 8 
W., is valued at $480. From the position of the lands with regard 
to the rivers, we presume that this too is a mistake, and that the 
numbers have been transposed in copying. We will make our cal- 
culations with this idea, and if we are wrong, will be happy to be 
corrected by those acquainted with the facts. 

We will therefore say that township 2 N., range 4 W., has 136 
children between the ages of 6 and 18. The 16th section belonging 
to this township is valued at $480. If sold, and the money invested 
at 6 per cent, each of the 136 children would receive 21 cents an- 
nually. 

In township 2 N., range 5 W., are 69 children between the agea 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $1250. This, at 
6 per cent, would give to each child $1 08 per annum. 

In township 2 N., range 5 W., are 69 children, between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is represented as worthless. 
Of course no fund for the children. 

In township 2 N., range 2 W., (Salubrity lies partly in this town^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



62 

sUpt) are 58 chiidreii between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 
16th section is valued at $2560. This at 6 per cent interest would 
giTe to each child $2 89 yearly. 

In township 8 N., range 4 W., there are 48 children between the 
a£es of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is returned ** worthless." 
I^ therefore, the benefit of the 16th sections is to be confined to 
townships in which they are situated, these 48 children can receive 
no benefit from the 16th section fund. 

In township 2 N., range 7 W., are 24 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section valued at $2000. 

In township 2 N., range 5 W., are 69 children between 6 and 
18 years of age. 16th Section returned as worthless. 

On the Spanish grant are 227 children between the ages of 6 and 
18 years, for whom no provision is made. 

LEON COUNTY. 

In township 1 N„ range 1 W., (Tallahassee,) are 255 children 
between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued r< 
$4480, which, at 6 per cent, would give to each child $1 09 per aif « 
Bum. 

In township 2 N., range 1, W., are 28 children between the agee 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $2560, which at 
6 per cent would give to each child $5 48 per annum. 

In township 1 N., range 2 £., are 22 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $2560 ; which 
would give to each child $6 98 per annum. 

In township 1 S., range 1 E., are 10 children between the ages oC 
6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $2560, which would 
give to each child $15 86 per annum. 

Township 2 N, range 3 E, (Miccosukie is in this township,) has 
47 children between &e ages of 6 and 18 years. Its 16th section 
is valued at $800, which, at 6^ per cent, would give $1 02 per an« 
nun to each child. 

On Forbes' Purchase there are 68 children, for whom no provi- 
sion is made. 

There are some townships in which there are many children, of 
which the 16th section is considered worthless. 

JEFFEBSON COUNTr. 

It not being mentioned upon the return as to which side of the 
base line these townships are situated, we have to infer their posi- 
tion from circumstances. 

In township 2 N, range 5 E, (Monticello is in this township,) 
are 188 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th 
section is returned as worthless, and yet is valued at $500- Allow- 
ing this to be its value, if sold and the money invested, $30 would 
be received, giving to each child 28 cents. 

In township 1 S, range 4 E, there are no children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16tb section is valued at $2000. 
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In township 1 S, range 3 E, there are no children between the 
ages of 6 and 18. The 16th section is valued at $1500. 

Township 3 S, range 4 E, has 58 children between the ages of 
6 and 18 years* The 16th section is returned as worthless* 
LEVY couirrr. 

Township 12 S, range 15 E, contains 24 children between .e 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is represented as dd 
quality land. 

Township 14 S, range 15 E, contains no children of the ages 
above mentioned. The 16th section is returned *' Ist quality." 

MAHION C0US9TY. 

In township 14 S, range 20 E, are 41 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $320. 

In township 12 S» range 19 £, are 8 children. The 16th section 
is valued at $6400. 

HADISON COUNTY. 

We think there must be a mistake in the returns from this coin- 
ty. Township 1 S, range 9 E, (Madison is in this township,) is r •• 
turned as containing but 36 children between the ages of 6 and 18 
years, while township I N, range 9 E, is returned as havir:; 70 
children between those ages. We think it the most probable tba^ 
the Madison township contains the 70 children. The 16th section 
of the Madison township is valued at $150. 

In township 2 S- range 13 E, there are no children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $300. 

In township 1 W, range 7 E, there are 8 children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years. The ICth section is valued at $1500. 

Township 1 S, 7 E, has 20 children between 6 and 18 years of 
age. 16th section valued at $100. 

HAXILTON COUNTY. 

Township 1 N, range 14 E, (Jasper is in this township,) has 6^ 
children between t e ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is 
valued at $200. 

Township 1 S, range 14 E, is returned as containing no children 
between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at 
$500. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY. 

In township 5 S, range 20 E, are 61 children between the ages 
of 6 and 18 years. The 16th section is returned as "worthless." 

In township 3 S, range 17 E, (Alligator is in this township,) are 
29 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th sec- 
tion is returned "3d quality." 

In township 5, range 16, are 2 children between the ages of 6 
and 18 years. The 16th section supposed to be worth $800. 

HILLSBOBOUGH COVNTY. 

In township 28 S., R. 22 E., there are 48 children between the 
ages of 6 and 18 years, the 16th section is valued at $12 50 cenU. 

In township 29 S., R. 15 E., are 8 children between the ages of 
6 and 18 years. The 16th section is valued at $800. 
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IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

Are 453 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years. The 16th 
•ections in this county are represented as generally of little value. 

For other facts in relation to the 16th sections, your committet 
refer the Senate to -a report made at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, by a select committee of the Senate, upon this same subject—- 
the sale of the 16th sections. (See Senate Journal 1847, page 112.) 



Having shown the consideration for the grant under which the 
State holds the 16th sections, and bavins also shown the character 
and condition of the thing granted, we will proceed to the considera- 
tion of the words of limitation contained in the grant ** for the use of 
the inhabitants of such township, for the support of public schools, 
&c., 4cc." 

The facts narrated show conclusively, that if this limitation is to be 
considered binding, the object (which every one must concede) the 
parties had in view, will be defeated. 

Laws have been in existence for years favoring the formation of 
township schools, and not a school has been formed ; many of the 
16th sections have been cultivated for years, and not a dollar applied 
vo the purpose of education. We ask, then, if it is not absurd to say 
that the parties to this conveyance intended such consequences as 
must result from the enforcement of this limitation ; we ask if it is 
not unjust, inequUabley the consideration for these 16th sections 
having been given by the whole State, and the expense attendant 
upon the grant, having been and now being borne by the whole 
State, to confine the benefits derived from the grant to a very few, 
and those among the wealthiest of our population ? Every prmciple 
of reason, of justice, and of law, forbid an interpretation which will 
lead to such results. 

Words were intended to convey ideas ; language to give force to 
words. Who will contend that it ever entered the minds of those 
who in this matter represented the United States Government, or the 
mind of him who represented the State, that all the benefit which 
may be derived from this fund is to be received by a few, and they 
the most wealthy — that a large portion of the fund was to remain 
forever unavailable — that the great mass of the people, and they of 
the most needy, were to receive no benefit ? 

There may be those who will contend that these words (of limita- 
tion) were intended to convey such ideas. Your Committee are not 
of that number. 

Is it contended by any one, that this grant is of the nature of a 
gift, and that it was made to the State on condition that the benefit 
should go according to the limitation ? We reply in the language of 
** Vesey" : " A condition inconsistent with the gifl is ixmi." 

We have said that the grant possesses the characteristics ot a 
contract of " bargain and sale." If we are right, then those who 
look upon the grant as possessing the character of a trust, are wrong. 
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And here let it be noticed, that we have applied the. term graat 19 
its legal and not in its popular 8igni6cation — that of donation or freo 
gift. In the language of Lord Coke, ** the word grant (concessit) 
may amount to a grant, a feoffment, a gifl, a release, a confirmation, a 
surrender, d^. ; and jt is in the election of a party to yse it to which 
of these purposes he will. The word convey, or the word assign, ojr 
the word transfer^ would probably be sufficient. It is made the duty 
of the courts, in the construction of every instrument conveying an es* 
late, to carry inU> effect the intent of the parties ; and that intent may 
as certainly appear by these words as by any other." 

If, then, we are right in considering the grantor of the sixteenth 
sections as occupying the position of a party to a deed of "bargain 
and sale," the estate vested in the State cannot be looked upon as a 
trust, for in the language of (he law, " bargain and sale is a convey, 
ance not adapted to settlements ^or trusts) — it requires a considera- 
tion ; and could not be applied jto the case of persons not in esse, (in 
being,) for they had not contributed to the consideration when the 
conveyance was made." 

*' A trust in the general and enlarged sense, is a right on the part 
of the cestui que trust (person for whose benefit the trust is held,) to 
receive the profits, and dispose of the lands in equily.^^ 

If, then, the inhabitants of any township had power to act in this 
matter, (your committee think they have not,) can they, under the 
law and the facts connected with this case, go into a court of equity 
(of right, of justice,) and obtain control over their sixteenth section f 
We think not. 

Your Committee are ot the opinion that a mistake prevails with 
regard to the efiect of the law of 1844, authorising the incorpora- 
tion of township schools ; some supposing that by that law a 
number, if not indeed aZZ of the townships, are now incorporatedj 
and that actions of ejectment might be brought by the townships 
against those who would come into possession by title derived frona 
the State. 

But, by the law above mentioned, before the inhabitants of a 
township can be vested with the powers and privileges of a corpo> 
rate body, they must amount to a certain number, and perform cer. 
tain acts enumerated in the law. These pre-requisites to the exer- 
cise of corporate powers and privileges, have never, so far as your 
Committee can ascertain, been complied with in a single instance. 
The law, therefore, remains a dead letter on your statute book. 

If your Committee are right in this, an action of ejectment to ous.t 
those who might come in possession under a title from the Slate, 
can never be brought^and all apprehensions on this account are 
groundless. 

Finally — whether we look upon the conveyance to the State of 
the 16th sections, as possessing the character of a trust, or as being 
of the nature of bargain and sale, ajust interpretation of the act, or 
an application of the usual rules of interpretation, will, as your Coii^- 
mittee think, lead to the conclusion for which they contend. 
9 
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"Sayt Sir William Blackstooe, «* thefaireH mni md$i rtU^aiud method 
io inierprei t?i4 vnil of the legislator^ is by exploring hU i$Uentions at 
the time when the law was made, by signs the most naluraX (rndproba* 
hie. And these signs are either the words^ the oontextj the subjeei 
matter^ the effects and consequences^ or the spirit and reason of the 
law.*' 

AgaiD« he says : *^ The most uoiTersal and effectual way of discov- 
ering the true meaning of a law when the words are dubious, is by 
considering the reason and spirit of it ; or the cause which moped the 
legislature to enact it. For when this reason ceases^ the law itseif 
umght likewise to cease with it. From this method (he continues) of 
interpreting the laws, by the reason of them, arises what we call 
equity, which is thus defined by Grotius, ' the correction of that 
wherein the law (by reason of its universality) is deficient.' For 
since in lavrs all cases ^mnnot be foreseen lOr expressed, it is neces- 
sary that when the ceoeral decrees of the law come to be applied 
"to particular cases, there should be somewhere a power vested of de- 
ffining those circumstances, which (had they been foreseen) the leg* 
idator himself would have expressed." 

Again, Chitty in his commentaries says.: ** In the administration 
4^ the common and statute law, occasions have arisen, and wiU doubt- 
Jess again present themselves, wherein the admixture of the principles 
^/equity, with the express direction of the law, wiU best meet the jus- 
tice of the case ; and though the judges are laudMy reluctant to 
Aepart from ttn acknowledged precedent, or to establish an interpre* 
iation at variance with the language of the statutes, yet in such case, 
they will sedulously apply themselves to reconcile an apparent discre* 
pancy between xhb letter and the Eavrrr of tb^b law. The 

OSEAT END BEINO TO ADKIIflSTER SUBSTAHTIAL JUSTICE BETWEEIT 
PARTIES." 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

OWEN M. AVERY, 
Chairman of Committee on Schools and Colleges. 
J. P. SANDERSON. 



On motion of Mr. Sanderson, said report, with the accompanying 
bill, was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report, which was received : 

The Committee on Enerossed Bills beg leave to report, as cor- 
rectly engrossed, a bill to do entitled. An act to re-establish the re- 
jcords of the county of Jackson, and for other purposes. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, pre- 
sented the following report, which was concurred in, the resolution 
accompanying the same, read the first time, and ordered to a second 
dreading toonorrow : 

Xhe Committee on Claims ^nd AccountSi to v/hcm was referred 
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(he peitdon of WillUoi tf. Moseley, asking payment of the State of 
certain smas of money therein named, 

REPORT: 

That they hare had the subject ander consideration. It appears, 
from information received from the petitioner, that in the year 1847^ 
during the month of August, there were a number of volunteers, un- 
der Captain Livingston, rendezvoused at Tallahassee, preparing 
for their march to Mexico, many of whom were sick, and it wa» 
deemed necessary to send a surgeon with them. A contract was, 
therefore, entered into by him, as Governor of Florida, with Du 
Tread well to accompany the said volunteers, as their surgeon, to 
New Orleans, for a stated price. That he advanced to Capt. Liv. 
higston, for the use and expenses of the said Dr. Treadwell to New 
Orleans, the sum of sevenly-five dollscrs, on the 16^ h day of August, 
1847. That while the said volunteera were stationed in Tallahassee, 
he advanced to George N. Barnes, for the maintenance of himself 
and mess, the sum of fifty dollars, on the 14th day of August, 1847 f 
also, the sum of ten dollars was advanced to Captain Livingston, to 
pay his expenses on a recruiting tout to Wakulla County. It ap 
pears that payment of the aforesaid sums has been refused by the 
General Government. Your committee are, therefore, of opinion 
that the aforesaid sums ought to be refunded by the State to the peti- 
tioner. They therefore report a resolution directing the Auditor to^ 
audit the account, and ask to be disebttrged from the further consid< 
eration of the subject. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman. 

Resdvedhythe Senateand Hau$e of Representatives of the State 
cf Florida in General Assembly convened^ That the Auditor be, and 
he is hereby, instructed to audit the account of William D. Moseley 
for the sum of one hundred and thirty.five dollars, with interest from 
the 15th day of August, 1847, for advances made by him to Captain 
Livingston's company of volunteers i seventy-Jive dMars of which i» 
to be deducted from the account of the estate of Dr. Tread well^gainsC 
the State for services as surgeon to said company. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled. An act to incorporate 
St. Johns Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine, as passed by 
the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to amend and alter the election law in 
force in this State, 

Was, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, read a second time by ks ti«> 
tie, and referred to the Committee on Elections. 

Bill to be entitled. An act providing for the purchase oif the part 
ef the State of lands offered for sale for taxes. 

Was read the second time, and on nwtion of Mr« Aldrieb, itkn^i 
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lb de (Committee on luxation and Revenue, and f 5 copies ordered 
(o be printed. 

Bill to be entitled, An act reducing the salary of the Governor's 
Private Secretary, 

Was read the second tirae, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Ireading to-morrovv. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, Ah act to re-establish the records of 
the County of Jackson, and for other purposes, 

Was read the third time ; and oh the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— ^Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costih, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, While— 18. 

Nays — l^one. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the li^ame be 
<;ertified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to empower Green R. Farmer 
and William T. Pebbles to assume the management of their estates, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, Watts, White— 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Forward, Mosely, Sanderson and Tweed, 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act entitled an act 
to prohibit the circulation of notes of foreign Banks of a less denom- 
ination than five dollars, approved February 14, 1835, was read the 
third time. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the Senate go into committee of the 
X\'holc on said bill. 

Which motion was lost. 

On the question of the passage of said bill, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas : Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, Watts and White, 8. 

Nays : Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Mosely, J. M. Smith and Tweed, 11. 

Said bill was lost. Ordered that the same be certified to the Houscf. 

House resolution urging upon Congress the payment of certain 
Companies of Florida Volunteers ; 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, and read a second and 
third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays being 
called for by Messrs. Forward and Burritt, were : 

Yeas ; Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, San- 
'derson,D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts and White, 18. 

Nays : None. 

Said resolution passed. Ordered that the same be certified to tfie 
•House. 
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tiouse bill io be entitled, An act to re-establish the county lines 
Df St. John's county; 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the mode ofappoint- 
ment and duties of Auctioneers ; 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading tomorrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to extend the tenure of the ofiice 
of Register of Public Lands, Treasurer, atnd Comptroller of Public 
Accounts ; 

Was read the first time and ordered to a second reading tomorrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to pro'ride for the recording of 
marks and brands of cattle shipped from the State of Florida ; 

Was read the first time and ordered to a second reading tomorrow. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Friday, December 15, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Avery gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act prescribing a general 
method for the issuing of lincenses and the payment of the tax there- 
on. 

Mr. Lorimer gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to empower William 
Newsom to assume the management of his own estate. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Burritt introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to provide for compensation of Physicians for profes- 
sional attendance on Coroner's inquests. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to provide for the election of a keeper of the public 
archives in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola, and to pre- 
scribe their duties, &;c. 

Which was read the first tiine, ordered to a second reading to- 
fcnorrow, and on motion of Mr. Forward, 75 copies ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Lorimer was added to the 
Committee on Internal Improvements. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Ghent introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to declare East River in Walton County a navigable 
stream. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 
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Mr, T^weed pfmented tf Memorial from c^rtaiQ cititisns of t&^ 
(own of Milton, paying that thej be allowed to surrender the char* 
.Cer of said town. Also, a memorial from certain other citizens of 
^d town, protesting against the surrender of their charter. 

Which were read, and referred to a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Tweed, D. J. Smith, and Avery. 

Mr. Floyd, from the Committee on Corporations, presented the' 
following repoK, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on Corporations, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of merchants and citizens of Apalachicola, have had the same 
under cgnsideration, and are of opinion that the prayer of the me^ 
morialists should be granted. They, therefore, report the following 
bill, and ask the passage of thie same. R. J. FLOYD, Ch'n. 

The bill accompanying the s&me entitled, An act to amend an act 
entitled an act to prevent the circulation of change bills, approved 
15th March, 1844, was read the first time, the rule waived, read al 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed for s third reading to-mor^ 
rowri 

Mr. Crawford, from the Committee on Propositions and Grievail^ 
ces, presented the following report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom wa9 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Pensaeola, praying that 
certain property may be exempted from taxation for the period of^ 
five years from 1st January, 1849, and who were* instructed by ther 
Senate to report a bill favoring the object of tbe petitioners, ask 
leave to report the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 
JNO. L. CRAWFORD, Chairman. 

The bill accontfpanying the same entitled. An act to exempt fromt 
taxation for five tears certain property in the city of Pensaeola, wa» 
read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been instructed by the House to request of the Senate that they 
would return to the House the bill entitled, An act to incorporate St. 
Johns Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine. 

Which request uras granted by the Senate, and Messrs. Forward^ 
Costin, and Tweed appointed a committee to return said bill to the 
House. Which committee reported that the duty assigned them had 
been performed* 

Mr. White, freni the Commi tee on Taxation and Revenue, pre- 
sented the following Report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
a resolution providing for the refunding of certain taxes overpaid by 
Auctioneers at Key West, have examined into the merits of the 
case, and are of opinion that the said resolution ought to pass. They 
therefore return the same, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman. 

Ttie resolution accompanying the same was read the second time, 
the rule waived, read a third time and passed. Ordered that the 
same be certified to the House. 
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ORDIBRS OF THE DAY. 

EogvoMed biH to be etntltled, An act reducing the «dary of the 
Crovernor's Private Secretary, was read the third time, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Borritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorinner, Mosely, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 16. 

Nays— Mr. Floyd— 1. 

Said biil passed. Title as stated. Oi^ered that the same be 
certified to the House. 

ResohHlon for the relief of W. D. Moseley, was read the second 
time, the rale waived, nead the third time, and passed. * Ordered that 
the same be certified to the House. 

House bUl to be entitled, An Act to provide for the recording of 
the marks and brands of cattle shipped from the State of Florida, 
was read the second time, and referred to a Select Committee, con* 
sisting of Messrs. D. J. Smith, Sanderson and Floyd. 

Hoose bill to be entitled, An Act relating to the mode of ap- 
pointment and duties of Auctioneers, was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, 
read the second time by its title, referred to the Committee on the 
Executive Department, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

House bill entitled. An Act to re-establish the county lines of St. 
Johns county, was read the second time, the rule waived, read the 
third time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Teas — Mr* President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, San« 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watto and Whita— 18. 

Nays — ^None. 

SaKi bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
■tified to the House. 

HouM bill to be entitled, An Act to extend the tenure of the of. 
£ce of Register of Public Lands, Treasurer and Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. 
Forward, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the road laws in and for the 
county of Franklin, was read the second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act relating to Fines, Forfeitures, Costs 
and other moneys adjudged to the Stale, was read the second time^ 
and on motion of Mr. J. M. Smith, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Bill to be entitled. An Act to provide for the sale of the sixteenth 
sections granted by Congress to the S ate for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund, was read the se- 
cond time, and on motion, of Mr, Burritt, laid upon the table until 
Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Lories^, the Senate adjourned until to-mQi> 
jrow, 10 o?clock, A. M. 
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Satukday, December 16, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, the proceedings of yesterday were read 
find approved. 

Mr. Mosely gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, A.n act to compel the Judges 
of the Circuit Courts to hold the terms of Court at the times and 
places prescribed by law. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Avery introduced a bUl to be en« 
tited. An act prescribing a general method for issuing of licenses and 
the payment of the tai thereon. 

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to repeal the 2nd section of an act supplementary 
to and extending the provisions of an act assenting to the purchase 
by the United States and ceding to the same jurisdiction of certain 
lands on the Island of Key West, for the purposes designated in said 
act, approved July 8, 1845. 

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and Collec- 
tors, and for other purposes. 

Which was read the first time and on motion of Mr. Forward, laid 
upon the table and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ghent gave notice that he would, at $ome future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act declaring Yellow 
River in this State a navigable stream, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Forward gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act establishing a Com* 
mon School System for the State of Florida. 

Also a bill to be entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uniform 
mode of taxation and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Avery was added to the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the offices of the Comptroller and 
Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. BurriXt, ordered that 500 copies of the report 
of the Committee on Schools and Colleges be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was 
received and read : 

Executive Depahtmext, Dec. 16, 1848. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I hereby nominate Leslie A. Thompson, Esq., as Adjutant Geuy 
«ral for this State. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSEI^EX. 
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The Bominatimi therein contained was advised and consented to hj 
the Senate* 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Lorimer introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to empower William Newson to assume the man* 
agement of his own estate. 

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. 

Mr. Areiy presented the following Preamble and Resolutions, 
which were read the ilrst time and ordered to a second reading on 
Monday next : 

Whereas, the fund for the establishment of two Seminaries of 
Learning, one to be located on the East and the other on the West 
of the river Suwannee, will soon amount to a sufficient sum, for the 
annual interest to be applied with advantage to the purpose for 
which it was intended ; and wherens, the fund should be carefully 
preserved, and as little expended in the erection of buildings and 
purchase of apparatus as a prudent and wise policy will allow ; and 
whereas, no plan is yet digested for the formation and establishment 
of the «aid Seminaries ; and whereas, it is impossible for the Gen* 
oral Assembly to obtain through ordinary channels such information 
as will enable them to decide in what counties the Seminaries, 
should be placed — therefore. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That the several counties 
la this State be and they are hereby requested to report to the Gov. 
emor in time to be laid by him before the General Assembly at 
their next regular session : 

Ist A plan or plans for the formation and establishment of a 
Seminary of Learning. 

Qd. What amount in lands, buildings, or funds, will be contributed 
by the county or by individuals, if the said Seminary is established 
in said county. 

3d. Such other matter as may have influence in determining the 
choice of the General Assembly, in its selection of sites for the two 
Seminaries. 

Mr. Burritt presented the following Resolutions, which were read 
the first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Slate of Florida in General Assembly convened. That the 'Attorney 
General of this State is hereby authorised and required to file a bill 
in the Supreme Court of the U. States, to settle and quiet the boun* 
dary line between the State of Florida and the State of Georgia. 

Be it further resolved. That all documents or other papers on file 
in the Executive Department, necessary to a preparation of the said 
hill and the prosecution thereof, shall be at the disposal of the At* 
torney General for the purposes aforesaid. 

Be it further resolved. That his Excellency the Governor of this 
State be authorised to employ such associate counsel with the Attor- 
oey General, in the prosecution of said cause, as by and with ihe 
ID 
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adTice aud consent of the Attorney General, may by his Excellency 
be deemed necessary. 

Bin Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report, which was receiyed : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed, a bill to be entitled, "An act to amend an act en- 
titled an act to prevent the circulation of Change Bills, approved 
15th March, 1844." 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report, which was concurred in : 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the House 
bill entitled, '* An act to extend the tenure of office of Register of 
Public Lands, Treasurer and Comptroller of Public Accounts," have 
had the same under consideration, and respectfully report : 

That by the Constitution of this State, article 3d, sec. 23d, it is 
ordered, that " a State Treasurer and Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts shall be elected by joint vote of both Houses of the General 
Assembly at each regular session thereof." The Committee are 
not aware of any other law regulating their term of office — they 
recommend therefore, that the first section of said act be amended 
by striking out the words '* Treasurer and Comptroller of Public 
Accounts." They further recommend that the second section of said 
act be amended so as to correspond with the first, by striking out the 
words " those officers," in the 2d line, and inserting '' the Registetj*' 
and by striking out the words " their offices" in the 4th line, and 
inserting, *' his office.^' 

And the Committee ask the concurrence of the Senate therein. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Mr. Burrritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report, which was received : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill en* 
titled, " An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and other moneys 
adjudged to the State," have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report the bill back to the Senate, and recommend the 
following amendments : 

Strike out the word " ten" in the 5th line of the 1st section, and 
insert twenty. Strike out the word " any^" in the 5th line of the 3d 
section, and insert '* the." Insert the word ^^forfeitures" after the 
word ^^ fines" in the 4th line of the 5th section. Strike out the words 
^' an execution" in the 7th line of the 5th section, and insert '* a writ 
of fieri facias^ and shall contain the clause, or substance thereof usu* 
aUy contained in such writs" Sti ike out the words " in each year" in 
the 7th line of the 6th section, and insert the word ^Hhereafter" — 
Strike out the word " trial" and insert " hearing" in the 1st line of 
the 9th section. Also insert the words ^^upon the trial" after the 
word " on" in the 2d line of the 9lh section. Strike out the words 
" good and sufficient" and insert " admissible" in the last line of the 
9th section. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
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The following message from the House was read : 

HovsB OF REPRBSBNTATiysSi December 15, 1848. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House has concurred in Senate amendment to the 
House resolution providing for the payment of certain overpaid taxes. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
Also the following : 

House of Rbpresbntatives, Dec. 15, 1848. 
Han. President of the Senate : 

Sir : — ^The House this day passed Senate bill to be entitled, ** An 
act requiring Solicitor's to make reports of the btate and progress of 
cases, civil or criminal, in which the State is a party," with the fol- 
lowing amendment : Strike out the word " ten," in the fourth line 
of the first section, and insert the word *• thirty," between the words 
" within" and " days." 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
The amendment was concurred in by the Senate, and said bill or- 
dered to be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act entitled an 
act to prevent the circulation of Change Bills, approved 15th March, 
1844, was read the third time, and on the question of its passags the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed — 17. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House of Reprbsentatives, December 15, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sib — ^The House has ordered 75 copies to be printed of the fol- 
lowing bills, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of occupying claimants, 
and other purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act to authorize the 
sale of the Equity of Redemption of mortgaged property, and for 
ether purposes ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled, ^n act to require licenses to be taken 
out by persons and subjects not hitherto taxed." 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following Report, which was received : 
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Tbe Committee on Engrossed bilk bag leave to REPORT mf 
correctly enffroased, a> bill to be entitled. An act to repeal the road 
laws in and for the county of Franklin. 

W. A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the road laws ia 
and for the county of Frankltni was read the third time, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt^ 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, J. M» 
.Smith and Tweed— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and White— 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered, that the same be cer- 
ti6ed to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to Fines^ Forfeitures, Costs^ 
and other moneys adjiudged to the State, was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tweed in the Chair. 
After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to tbe Senate with amendments, 
and asked to be discharged from tbe further consideration thereof f 
which report was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, said bill was laid upon the table, 
and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to extend the tenure of the officee 
of Register of Public Land»» Treasurer and Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, ais amended, was read the second time, the amendments 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill as amended, ordered to a third 
reading on Monday. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the election of a keeper 
of Public Archives in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola, and 
to prescribe their duties, &c., waa, on motion of Mr. Tweed, made 
the special order for Monday. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to exempt from taxation for five years 
certain properlv in the city of Pensacola, was read the second time, 
tbe rule waived, read the third time by its title, and on the question 
of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, J. 
M. Smith, Tweed and White— 15. 

Nays— D. J. Smith— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated* Ordered to be engrossed and 
certified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to declare East river, in Walton county, 
a navigable stream, was read the second time, the rule waived, 
read the third time by its title, and on the question of its passage 
the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawtord, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and White— 17. 
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Nayt— None* 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be engrossed and 
certified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for compensation of Phjsi* 
dans for professional attendance on Coroner's inquests, was read 
the second time. 

Mr. White moved to strike oat the words, ^sum of twentj^five 
dollars" in the dd and 4th lines of section 2 ; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Burritt moved to ameni by inserting, in lieu of the words 
just stricken out, the words : *' such sum as the Board of County 
Commissioners In each county may order and direct," which motion 
prevailed. 

Mr. Tweed offered the following as an additional sectioti, viz : 

Sec. 3. That all expenses Incurred by inquests upon the body of 
any slave or skives, shall be paid out of the State Treasury : Pro» 
tidedf That in all cases of homicide, the expense incurred under the 
provisions of this act shall, on conviction, be charged by the State, 
with the costs of conviction, against the party convicted. 

Which was carried. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to amend the 2d section by Inserting af. 
(er the words " such sum," the words ** not exceeding forty dollars ;" 
which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Floyd offered the following as an additional section, viz : 

Sbc. 4. Be it further enacted^ That no physician shall be subject 
to fine or other penalty, for non*attendance upon any Inquest in this 
State. 

Which was carried. 

Mr. Burritt moved to strike out the words, ^ Coroner or Justice 
of the Peace," In the last line of sec. 2, and insert in lieu thereof, 
^ the Board of County Commissioners ;" which motion prevailed. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday next. ^ 

House resolution asking Congress to grant a quarter section of 
land to Benton county for locating county site, ^c, was read the 
first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by Its title 
and passed. Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend the law now In force 
relative to the organization of Patrols, was read the first time, the 
rule waived, read a second time by its title, and referred to the Com. 
reittee on the Militia. 

House bill to be entitled, An act prescribing time for which lands 
shall be seized for taxes, shall be advertised for sale, was read the 
first time and ordered to a second reading on Monday next. 

House bill to be entitled. An Act to authorize the Circuit Court 
of Washington county, to be held at Mossy Hill Meeting House, was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second reading on Monday. 

House resolution urging upon Congress the payment of the claims 
of the late Wm. TrecSwell, deceased, was read the first time, the 
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rule waived, read the second time bj iu title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts* 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, said Committee were instructed to 
combine said claim with that of W. D. Mosely. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until Monday, 11 
o'clock, A. M. 



Monday, December 18, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment* 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the read- 
ing of the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Forward was added to the 
Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode of taxation, 
and for other purposes. 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Forward, read the first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Taxation and 
Revenue, 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, ordered that 75 copies of said bill be 
printed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act to compel the Judges of the Circuit Courts to hold 
the terms of Court at the times and places prescribed by law. 

Which was read the first time, ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow, and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, 75 copies ordered to be 
printed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act establishing a Common School System for the State 
of Florida. 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, ordered that said bill be laid upon the 
table, and 75 copies be printed. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, beg leave to report a bill to be 
entitled, An act requiring Solicitor's to make reports of the state and 
progress of cases, civil and criminal, in which the State is a party, 
as correctly enrolled. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

Mr. White presented the memorial of the Board of County Com* 
missioners of Jackson County, praying that the taxes to be assessed 
and collected in said County for two years be applied to the erection 
of a Court House, ^c. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the 
Committee on Taxation and Revenue* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



79 

Mr. Ghent presented the memorial of Thorofts Liicoe, of Walton 
County, prajing to be relioTed from the capitation tax. 

Which was read, and referred to a lelect committee consisting of 
Messrs. Ghent, Floyd, and Moseley. 

Mr. Lorimer, from the Committee on Schools and Colleges, pre- 
sented the following minority report : 

The undesigned, one of the Committee on Schools and Colleges, 
to whom was referred the bill entitled. An Act to provide for the 
Sale of the 16th sections granted by Congress to the State for the 
support of Public Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund, 
not concurring in the views, nor assenting to the reasoning of the 
majority of the Committee, respectfully submits the following 

REPORT: 

*' In consideration of concessions made by the State of Florida in 
respect to the Public Lands," the act of Congress grants to the State 
*' section number sixteen in every township, or other lands equiva- 
lent thereto, for the use of the inhabitants of such township, for the 
support of Public Schools. 

It is not at all necessary, in the opinion of the undersigned, in or- 
der to arrive at a just and proper understanding of this law, to look 
into or ascertain the nature, character or extent of the concessions 
alledged to have been made by the State in respect of the Public 
Lands. Whether these concessions secured the enactment or not, 
by which the sixteenth sections were granted to the State for the 
purposes therein mentioned, or in whatever light they were regarded 
by Congress, whether as constituting a consideration of such great 
moment as to induce the grant, still the object, purport and meaning 
of the act of Congress would be altogether unexplained, (if indeed 
there was any doubt as to its design,) by reference to the considera- 
tion as expressed in the law, or by argument founded upon the nature 
and extent of that consideration. 

If the law of Congress had simply declared that, in consideration 
of concessions and renunciations made by the State, there be granted 
to her the sixteenth section in every township, there would be no 
doubt of the power of the Legislature over such sections, and no ques- 
tion as to the right of the State to dispose of, or manage the land so 
granted, in such a manner as to the Legislature might seem meet 
and proper. There wOuld clearly be no doubt as to the power and 
right of the State over such a fund under the grant of the kind and 
description just alluded to ; but it is obvious that the consideration 
expressed would throw no light upon the meaning of the law, as to 
whether the lands so granted should be consolidated, or whether the 
sections granted should be disposed of each for the benefit of the 
township in which it lies. It might, indeed, be argued with a great 
deal of force, in such a case, that the fund so granted should be con- 
solidated — that the lands should be sold, and the proceeds distributed 
upon some just and equitable principle among the people of the 
State, for such purposes as the Legislature might designate. But 
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this argumeirt would be iounddd upon the abiolutei unqualified and 
unconditional nature of the grant, and upon the roanifett poli<^ and 
duty of the State, to to manage and dispose of a fund over which it 
hat abtolute control, at to tubserve and promote the general interetta 
of the people, whether the fiind to grafted be appropriated to pur- 
potet of Education, Internal Improvements, or other useful objectt. 
Eqimlity would, in tuch a case, be equity — and justice and propriety 
would dictate the dittribution of the fund in tuch a manner at to 
confer upon every portion of the State, at nearly at potttbit, equal 
advantaget and equal benefitt. 

But in the cate und^r consideration, how it it postible to enter* 
tain a doubt at to the power of the Legitlature t How can it be ar« 
gued that it b the duty of the Legitlature, irrespective of the terms 
of the grant, to do one thing or another in respect of the lands granted 
to the State t It it not a case involving a quettion of policy or pro* 
priety in regard to the disposition and distribution of a fund over 
which the State hat abtolute control. The question it not pre- 
sented : what thall we do with the fund«^ow thall we manage it- 
how dispose of it, for the benefit of the whole people of the State ? 
That is a quettion, which, in the opinion of the undersigned, could 
only be presented if the grant was absolute, and no purposes or ob- 
jects — no utet, and no persons by whom the fund it to be used, were 
S minted out and detignated by the act of Congrets, But it this to ? 
o not the termt of the act clearly define the objectt and purpotet 
of the grant ? Do they not define the uset and the pertont by whom 
it it to be uted ! 

The ttxteenth tection in every township is to be used by the in* 
hiMtanis of such Unonship *' for the support of Public Schools." 

**The support of Public Schools" is the object to which the six- 
teenth tection in every townthip it to be applied— and the inhabi* 
tantt of such township are the usees, or the recipients of the benefit 
to be derived from the tizteenth section lying in the township they 
Inhabit. Could language be more plain, or strong, than that em* 
ployed by the act to designate the uses and purpotet of this fund, and 
the persens by whom it is to be used ? 

The import and meaning of the law of Congress are in the opinion 
of the undersigned, perfectly clear and obvious. There is no doubt- 
ful language employed ; the words are not dubious, and we are there* 
fore not compelled to resort to any of the rules or methods of discover- 
ing the intention of the Legislature or ** the true meaning of the law," 
which are laid down by Blackstone and other writers, for ariving at 
such intention or ascertaining such meaning in doubtful and uncer- 
tain cases. 

Were there any doubt or uncertainty, these rules of interpretation 
might be invoked ; but where no doubt exist as to the meaning of the 
law — where the words are not dubious, with what propriety can it be 
argued that, though the law is clear, explicit, and free from doubt, yet 
it would be unjust, unequal, and inequitable, to sufier the clear and 
distinct expression of the will of the National Legislature to be car* 
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ried outf in the node and manper, and for the particular purposes and 
uses poinled out by their own solemn enactment. 

It is proposed to consolidate a fund which has been granted to the 
State by Congress, upon the assumed ground that such consolidation 
is necessary to do full and equal justice* This fund was owned by 
the grantor before the grant. The grantor of any fund or species 
of property, it will not be denied, has a right to prescribe the condi. 
tions, objects, purposes, and uses of the things granted. The Gov. 
emraent of the U. S. io the most solemn manner has made this 
State a grantee of certain lands, not absolutely and unconditionally, 
but for certain defined and expressed purposes. And not only point- 
ing out beyond the possibility of a doubt, the purposes and object of 
the grant — but the particular persons by whom the grant is to be 
enjoyed — namely, the inhabitants of each township, who are to be 
the recipients of the benefits, be they what they may, to be derived 
from the sixteenth section in their township. Would the passage of 
the bill which the majority of the committee recommends to tha fa- 
vorable consideration of the Senate, carry out the intention of tiie 
grantor ? Would not the fund granted fbr the use of each township 
be diverted from its appropriate purpose, and converted into a general 
fund such as never could have been contemplated by Congress ? Had 
such an idea ever occurred to that body — had they designed that in 
any possible event or contingency such a disposition as the one re- 
commended might be made, it would have been authorised by Ian- 
guage and in terms as clear and as unequivocal as the contrary in- 
tention is expressed in the act referred to. 

What then is the position of the State in reference to this fund ? 
Manifestly that of a trustee. And the inhabitants of the several 
townships the ^^ cestui que trust,^^ or persons for whose benefit the 
trust is held according to the terms of the law imposing that charac* 
ter upon the State. Without legislation by Congress changing the 
character, nature, and objects of this trust, the undersigned believes 
that the Legislature cannot, with propriety, pass the bill recommend- 
ed by the majority of the committee. 

The undersigned cannot perceive the force of the reasoning by 
which, it is attempted to be shown that the United States Govern- 
ment made with the State a contract of the nature of a bargain and 
sale, if indeed it is meant that, by such bargain and sale, an 
absolute, unconditional, and unlimited ownership, free from all 
restrictions as to the uses- and objects of the grant, was (hereby 
conveyed to the State. This idea is contradicted by the very terms 
of the law. The uses and purposes of the grant are too clearly ex- 
pressed to admit the idea of any such unconditional sale — and a 
trust is as fully and as completely created as if it had been done by a 
deed of conveyance framed for the express purposes designated by 
the act. 

The undersigned is, for these reasons, constrained to recommend 
that the bill be not passed. 

JAMES H. T. LORIMEK. 
IX 
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Which was received. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee od Engrossed Billsi presented 
the foliowiDg report, which was received : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cor. 
rectly engrossed, the following acts, to wit : 

An act to provide for compensation of Physicians for professional 
attendance on Coroner's inquests ; 

An act to exempt from taxation for five years certain property ia 
the city of Pensacola, and 

An act to declare East river in Walton county a navigable stream. 
WILLIAM A, FORWARD, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the election of a keeper 
of public archives in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola, and 
to prescribe their duties, ^c. : 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on said bill, Mr. White in the Chair. After 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their chairman 
reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of said bill. 

Which was concurred in, the bill read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Sanderson moved to strike out the words ** three hundred," in 
2d line of section 11, and insert in lieu thereof the words "one bun* 
dred and fiily." 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to amend by adding the following addi- 
tional section, viz : 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted^ That the keepers of said archives 
be required to keep their office open from 9 o'clock, A. M. till 4, P. 
M., Sundays excepted. 

Which was adopted. 

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to provide for compensation 
of Physicians for professional attendance on Coroner's inquests. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 18. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

House resolution urging upon Congress the payment of the claim 
of Captain Thomas S. Langibrd and his men as volunteers in the 
Seminole war. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and passed. 
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Ordered tbat tbe Bame be certified to the House. 

House biU to be entitled, An act to extend the tenure of the office 
of Register of Public Lands, Treasurer, and Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, 

Was read the third time as amended, and on the question of its 
passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, San* 
derson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, and White — 16. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the title was amended by striking there- 
from the words. Treasurer and Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate took a recess until 2^ 
o'clock, P. M. 

2^ o'clock, p. u. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

Bill to be entitled. An act prescribing a general method for the 
issuing of licepses, and the payment of the tax thereon. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, laid upon the table, and 75 co« 
pies ordered to be printed. 

Preamble and Resolution relative to Seminaries of Learning, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following as an additional resolution : 

Resolvedj That the Governor be, and he is hereby authorized to 
appoint a Commissioner from each of the Judicial Circuits of the 
State, whose duty it shall be to present a plan or plans for the for« 
mation and establishment of Seminaries of Learning, and give their 
views as to the proper place of location of said Seminaries to the 
■ext General Assembly. 

Which was lost. 

On the question whether the said Preamble and Resolutions be 
engrossed for a third reading being put, it was lost. 

Resolutions relative to the boundary lines between Georgia and 
Florida, 

Were read the second time. 

Mr. Burritt moved to strike out the word " settle" in the first sec* 
tion, and insert in lieu thereof ** confirm ;" ' 

Which motion prevailed. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Burriit, said resolutions were referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Commonwealth. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to empower William Newsom to as- 
sume the management of his own estate, 

, Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to repeal the second section of an act 
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icrppTementarj to and extendiog the prorisionf of an act assenting 
le the purchase by the United States^ and ceding to the same jaris« 
diction of certain lands on the island of Key West, for the purposes 
designated in said act, approTed July 8, 1845, 

Wa* read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be eotftled, An act prescribing time for which Iand» 
seized for taies shall be advertised for sale, 

Was read the second time and ordered to a third reading to-mor- 
fow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the Circnit Court of 
Washington county to be held at Massy Hill Meeting House, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, laid 
apon the table. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the namee 
of certain persons therein named. 

Was read the first time and ordered to a second reading to.mor« 
row. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act for the protection 
of the Fisheries on the coast of Florida, 

Was read the first time and ordered to a second reading to-mor- 
row. » 

House bill to be entitled, An act ta provide fi»r the payment of 
services rendered by Overseers of Public Roads, 

Was read tbe first time and ordered to a second reading to-mor- 
row. 

House Resolution asking from Congress the grant of a quarter 
section of land for the county site of Calhoun county. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title and passed. . 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

House resolution urging upon Congress the passage of a law grant- 
ing a quarter section of land to the county of Washington for the 
purpose of locating a county site therein. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title and passed. 

Ordered that the same be certified to the House. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
give notice that he would at some future day ask leave to introduce a 
^ bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the Revenue law so far as relates 
to a poll tax in this State. 

On motion Mr. Burritt, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 
o'clock, A. M. 
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Tirx8i>AT» December 19, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Flojrd, tbe reading o^ 
yesterday's Journal was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. D.J. Smith introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act to permanently locate the county site of Washington 
r. unty, and for other purposes therein contained. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the bills to be entitled, respectively, An 
act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and other moneys adjudged to 
\he State, and 

A bill to be entitled, An act relating to the duties of Tax Asses- 
sors and Tax Collectors, and for other purposes, 

Were taken from the table and placed among the orders. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the vote had on yesterday upon the 
preamble and resolutions relative to Seminaries of Learning, wai* 
reconsidered, and upon the^reconsideration thereof, were, on motion, 

id upon the table. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en* 
titled, An act to repeal an act in part entitled an act to raise a Rev. 
enue for the State of Florida. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. J. M. Smith presented the petition of Craven O. Fife, which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, pre- 
sented the following report : 

The Committee on Internal Improvements herewith report a bill 
authorizing any company, or association of men, who may desire to 
avail themselves of the privileges of said bill, to construct a Railroad 
from Read's BIufiTon the St. Mary's River, to the city of Pensacola, 
and recommend its adoption by the Senate. The committee take 
this occasion to urge upon the Senate the serious and deliberate con- 
sideration of the object of this bill. That the road, which is contem- 
plated to be constructed, would prove one of incalculable advantage 
to the citizens of East, Middle, and West Florida, there cannot possi- 
bly be a doubt. If completed, it would bring a market, for the pro- 
duce of the three sections spoken of, within thirty miles of each citi- 
zen's house living in either of the sections, and to a majority of the 
citizens it would bring a market within from five to ten miles. The 
peculiar shape of the country in no slight degree recommends the 
practicability of the route. - There is scarcely another State in the 
Onion whose geographical position is such that a Railroad running 
nearly in«a direct line from one end of the State to the other, would 
be so convenient for nearly the whole body of its citizens. 

Your committee are induced to believe, from the b^ information 
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In tbeir power, that Read's Bluff on the St. Mary's, would be the 
best terminus for one end of the road, from the fact that the port is a 
large and capacious one, and admitting vessels over the bar drawing 
thirteen feet water at lowest tide, and some twenty-three or four 
feet water at high tide. At no other point upon the Atlantic side 
do they believe they could find the same advantages ; and the sole 
question to be solved is the best point for the other terminus of the 
road. The route from the St. Marys to Cedar Keys, has been sur- 
veyed and spoken of as the proper one for the road to run, chiefly 
because it is shorter than any other route, and would qonsequently 
cost less money, and be completed in a much shorter time. But do 
the Keys, from their particular location, afford a good terminus for 
a road 1 Can vessels of sufficient draught of water, for all practical 
purposes, approach the Keys at all seasons ? Would the road, run- 
ning in a direct line, benefit any portion of the citizens of Florida, 
except those living directly on the route ? That is to say, would it 
benefit thereby half as much as it would, provided the terminus w: < 
at some point in the West? Would the State, in any view of th 
case, derive as much benefit from it ? In a National point of vieu , 
would it be the proper route ? The answers to these questions will, 
in some degree, settle the question. In answer to the first, every 
one must admit that the nearest Key to the mainland which any 
thing like an ordinary size vessel could approach at an ordinary 
time, is some four miles. Could, then, a railroad be constructed 
through a marsh and the gulf for that distance, with any prospect for 
its standing any length of time ? Is it not rather a chimerical idea, 
the quitting of land and taking to water with a railroad ? And if the 
information which your committee relies on is correct, vessels draw« 
ing exceeding ten or twelve feet of water cannot approach the Key 
with anything like certainty or safety themseWes. Running in a 
direct line from the Keys to Read's BluffJ the road must necessarily 
pass over very little else than a barren country the whole way, ana 
.consequently would benefit but a small portion of the citizens of even 
East Florida, and would scarcely at all benefit the citizens of any 
.other section of country. The whole of the West and most of the 
middle Floridians do and would still continue to send their produce 
to points upon the gulf West of the Keys, and the Apenses of sto- 
rage, shipping, unshipping, the freight upon the road, and again the 
xe-shipping at the other end of the road, would amount to such a 
Bum, that the most of them would find it more convenient, and less 
expensive to send their produce the way they now do— but if the 
road should run through the whole breadth of the country, the great 
expense of shipping and unshipping is avoided. The transit is much 
speedier — time and money are both saved, and the articles which 
we are compelled to have will be afforded to us at a much cheaper 
rate. In regard to the interest which the State may have as to 
what route the road should run — she certainly would be most bene, 
fitted by having the road to run over the greatest number^of sections 
of public land, for Congress will doubtless, if asked, grant to the 
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State alternate sections of land over which the route may pass, and' 
although the road, in running from St. Marys to Pensacola, would 
pass through large tracts of now pine desert, the road, being com- 
pleted and in operation, would render these now worthless pine for- 
eats equal if not superior to our finest oak lands in the State. The 
article of Turpentine alone, which could be obtained in the largest 
quantities, would render almost an acre of pine land within five 
miles of either side of the road, which would not now sell for 12^ 
cents, quite as valuable as the very best acre of hammock. In a 
pecuniary point of view, then, if the foregoing reasoning be correct, 
the State would be vastly more benefitted by the route recommend, 
ed by this committee. If the State then should sell these alternate 
sections of land, as also her Internal Improvement fund, and pur- 
chase an interest in said road to the amount of these funds, your 
committee cannot doubt that the State's share of the profits arising 
from said road, when in full operation, would quite defray the whole 
expenses of the government, and it would not then be necessary to 
tax our citizens a single cent. 

In a National point of view, it would certainly be the commence, 
ment of a route the most important of any that could be undertaken. 
If it ever be proper for the General Government to engage in a 
work of internal improvement, it would certainly be for it to engage 
in the building or continuing of this very route to the Mississippi 
River. Then if we should ever be unfortunate enough to get into 
a war with any foreign nation, and should meet with the misfortune 
to have our whole navy destroyed, upon the Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific, 
still our internal communications would not in the slightest degree 
be Interrupted, for with the road, we could pass up the Mississippi 
and its branches to the great Lakes, and thence down the Hudson 
to New York, thence by inland navigation, and railroads already 
completed, to almost every part of the United Slate; and in years 
to come, if the United States should find the trade with China of 
growing importance, to say nothing of the importance of the trade 
with the territories lately acquired from Mexico, a railroad construc- 
ted from the head of navigation upon the Red River to some point 
on the Pacific, would make the very road here commenced the great 
thoroughfare of the world and its products. Indeed, looking at the 
matter in any point of view, your committee are thoroughly convin- 
ced that the route here recommended would not only prove the most 
profitable one in the end to the company who may associate them* 
selves together for the purpose of constructing it, bnt would be deci* 
dedly more beneficial to the great body of the citizens, and the State 
generally, and that keeping the interest of the State prominent be- 
fore their eyes, this body should never give their assent to a law 
which would authorize the formation of a company or companies to 
construct a railroad on any other route, until the one here recom- 
mended had been fully tried, and found not available. 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the bill accompanying the same, to be 
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entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate the construction of a Rail 
Road from Read's Bluff on the St. Mary's River to Pensacola, and to 
authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose, was read the 
first time bj its title, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the following 
report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled, An act amendatory of the several acts of limitation in force in 
this State, have had the same under consideration, and instructed me 
to report the same without amendment. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Claims and Accounts, presented 
the following report: 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of William Wilson, administrator of P. A. Hayward, 
deceased, asking the examination and settlement of two accounts to 
which objections have been made by the Comptroller to some of the 
charges in said accounts, ask leave to report : 

That they have carefully examined into the merits of said claims, 
it appears that the account (marked B,) amounting to 968 63, was 
made with the said P. A. Hayward during his life time for record 
books, stationery, &c., for the use of the Circuit Court for Leon 
county. To this account, your committee find attached a memoran- 
dum made by the Comptroller, shewing reasons why certain articles 
charged in said accounts should not be allowed. No deduction, how. 
ever, has been made by him from said account, and as the same has 
been examined and allowed by Judge Douglass, they are therefore 
disposed to allow the full amount of said account. 

The other account (marked A) amounting to $103 63 was for ar 
tides furnished for the use of the Supreme Court. The article^ 
charged in said account up to 16th December, 1847, were also sola 
and delivered during the life time of the said P. A. Hayward ; sub- 
sequently to that time the articles charged were sold and deliverea 
by the said Wm. Wilson as administrator as aforesaid. From this 
account the, Comptroller has deducted the sum of $26 38, as per 
memorandum, to wit : for three knives, $6 00 ; one ream letter paper. 
87 50 ; one do. cap paper, $6 50; quarto por paper, $5 50 ; bu^ 
die envelopes 88 cents, amounting to the abov<» sum of $26 38. 

Your committee are of opinion that the arlici^* of knives, objected 
to by the Comptroller, is not a proper charge against the State ; yet, 
as the account appears to have been examined and allowed by the 
Court, they are disposed to allow the charge. The charge for sta- 
tionery, &c., is high, and had not the accounts have been examined 
and allowed as aforesaid, the committee would be disposed to reduce 
the price of many charges. The committee feel there is a duty they 
owe to the Comptroller to state that they are fully satisfied that, in 
suspending payment for a portion of said account, he was moved by 
a strict sense of duty. As there seems to be no settled principle by 
which the officers of the Courts are governed in the purchase of ar- 
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deles neeeftsary for the use oftlie Courta, the committee have there* 
fere thought proper to report a bill to be entitled, An act in relation 
to the continffent expenses of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of this 
State, and of the Executive offices ; also, a bill to be entitled. An 
act for the relief of William Wilson, administrator of P. A. Hay* 
ward) deceased) and ask to be discharged. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman. 

The bills therein reported, were read the first time^ and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the. following report: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, beg leave to report as cor* 
rectly engrossed, the following bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled, An act to empower William Newsom to as* 
sume the management of his own estate ; / 

A bill to be entitled. An act supplementary to, and extending 
the provisions of, an act assenting to the purchase by the United 
States, and ceding to the same jurisdiction of certain lands on the 
island of Key West, for the purpose designated in said act, approved 
July 8, 1845, and 

An act to be entitled. An act to provide for the election of a keeper 
of public archives in the. cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola, and 
to prescribe their duties, <Sec. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the election 
of a keeper of public archives in the cities of St. Augustine and 
Pensacola, and to prescribe their duties, <kc*, 

Was read the third time. 

Mr. Tweed moved to strike out the proviso in the lOth section. 

Which motion unanimously prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved to strike our the words, " three hundred," 
in 2d line of section 11, and insert in lieu thereof, the words, '' one 
hundred and fifty." 

Which motion was lost. 

On the question of the passage of said bill, the y^as and nays were ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrieh, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costln, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White — 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to empower William New- 
aom to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the third time. 

Mr« Lorimer moved that the words '' and all other acts whatever 
done and performed," in section second, be stric^cen out. 

n 
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Which motion unanimouslj prevailecl. 

On the question of (he passage of said bill, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Ghent, Lorimer, Tweed, Watts, White— 10. 

Nays— Messrs. Avery, Costin, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith 
—5. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be 
certified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to repeal the 2d section of an 
act supplementary to and extending the provisions of an act assenting 
to the purchase by the U. States, and ceding to the same, jurisdic- 
tion of certain lands on the Island of Key West, for the purpose 
designated in said act, approved July 8, 1845, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed 
—13. 

NajTs — Messrs. Austin, Avery, D. J. Smith and Watts— 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An Act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund ; 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Sanderson in the Chair. Af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their Chair, 
man reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the bill was read a second time by its 
title. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock, 
P. M. 

3 o'clock, p. h. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund, 

Was read the second time, 

Mr. White offered the following amendment, viz : 

Add to end of section 2d the following, viz : " And the nett pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the Sixteenth Sections in each township shall 
be held for the separate use of the inhabitants thereof." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd 
andGhent, and were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, J. M. 
Smith and White— 6. 
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Nayt-^Mn Presidentf Messre. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Floyd, Ghent, Mosely, D. J. Smith— 9. 

Said motion was lost. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Avery allowed to intro- 
duce a bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the increase, invest- 
ment, safe-keeping and disbursement of the Common School Fund, 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its ti- 
tle, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Burritt allowed to move 
that 500 copies of the minority Report of the Committee on Schools 
and Colleges be printed ; 

Which motion prevailed. 

Bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the several acts of Limi* 
tation In force in this State, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Burritt offered the following amendment, viz : 

•* Sec 2. Be it further enacted^ That upon the death of any per. 
son against whom any debt, claim or obligation, may exist, and 
against which any statute of limitation of this State may run or be 
running, such statute shall, as to such debt, claim or obligation, be 
suspended, and shall cease to run, until some person shall be duly 
qualified as a representative of the estate of such deceased person." 

Which motion prevailed. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

- Bill to be entitled, An act relating to Fines, Forfeitures, Costs 
and other moneys adjudged to the State, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors 
and Tax Collectors, and for other purposes, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Forward, refer- 
red to the Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

House bill to be entitled. An act prescribing time for which lands 
seized for taxes shall be advertised for sale. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Messrs. Floyd, Ghent and White— 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, D, 
J.Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and Watts— 16. 

Said bill was lost. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the names 
of certain persons therein named. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act for the protec- 
tion of the Fisheries on the Coast of Florida, 
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W«8 tefLi ttia tecond time, asd on roMioa of Mr. Saodenoii, laid 
Upon the table. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of ter 
tices rendered by Overseers of Public Roads, 

Was read the second tinie, and on motion of Mr. Forward, refer- 
red to the Committee on Internal Improvement. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate adjourned untU to-morrow^ 
10 o'clock, A. M. 



WmDFNESSrAT, December 20, 1848* 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Costin, the reading of 
yesterday's Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, House bill to be entitled, An act for the 
protection of the Fisheries on the Coast of Florida, 

Was taken from the table, and placed among the orders. 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to incorporate the 
Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road and Canal Company. 

Mr. Foru ard gave notice that he wouk), at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act relating to crimes and 
misdemeanors, and requiring a prosecutor in certain cases. 

Mr. D. J. Smith gave notice that he would, at some future day, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act to 
amend the several acts regulating judicial proceedings, approved 
January 3, 1849. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Elections, presented the foU 
lowing report : 

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled, ** An act to amend and alter the Election Law in force in 
this State," have bad the same under conskleration, and beg leave 
lo REPORT, 

That the bill proposes to make material alterations in the election 
law in this State, particularly with regard to the manner of conduc- 
ting elections. The intention of the bill is no doubt to simplify, in 
some respect, the forms now required to be observed by the existing 
law. Your committee do not deem the inconvenience of the existing 
law of sufficient importance to justify the change proposed. The 
election law of this State is now to be found in a Digest of the laws 
of the State, prepared at great expense and for public convenience. 
A large number of the copies of that Digest have been distributed 
through the State, and the law is now accessible to all. Your com- 
mittee believe that the informalities which have occurred in the re- 
turns of election, are not so much attributable to the intricacies of 
the law, as to the frequent changes made therein, and to the fact 
that the same have not been generally distributed. 
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This law, of all otbera, is one which should not bo subject to fre* 
ffKat changes. Everj man comes in direct contact with it. Eve- 
Tj one is liable to be called on to administer it, and it should be 
certain and accessible to all. Yonr committee report tbe bill back 
to the Senate without amendment, and ask to be discharged, &c. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to repeal an act in part entitled an act 
to raise a Revenue for the State of Florida ; 

Was read the second time, and on the question of engrossing said 
bill for a third reading to-morrow, the yeas and nays were called for 
by Messrs. Floyd and Tweed, and were : 

Yeas-^Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, J. M. Smith — 11. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Crawford, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White-— 8. 

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed (or a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed the following bills, viz : 

A bill to be entitled. An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, 
and other moneys adjudged to the State. 

A bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the sale of Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund-^and 

An act amendatory of the several acts of limitation in force in 
this Sute. WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chair'n. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the sale of the 
Sixteenth Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support 
of Public Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas-^Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts— 12. 

Nays-^Messrs. Aklrich, Austin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, J. 
M. Smith, White— 7. 

Said bill passed— 4itle as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act relating to fines, forfeitures, 
costs, and other moneys adjudged to the State ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Meurs. Aldrksh, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Craw, 
ford. Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 16. 
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Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be 
certified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act ameodatorj of the several 
acts oflimitation in force in this State ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its. passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aidrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, Warts, White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed^-title as stated. Ordered that the same be certi- 
fied to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to compel the Judges of the Circuit 
Courts to hold the terms of Court at the times and places prescribed 
by law ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

A message from the House was received, which was, on motion 
of Mr. Floyd, laid upon the table. 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of William Wilson, Ad* 
ministrator of P. A. Hay ward, deceased ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act in relation to the contingent expenses' 
of the Supreme and Circuit Courts of this State, and of the Executive 
Offices ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the names of 
certain persons therein named ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aidrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Watts, 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Forward, Sanderson — 3. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered that the same be certi* 
fied to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to permanently locate the county site 
of Washington County, and for other purposes therein contained ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Austin, the vote had upon laying upon the table 
the message just received from the House, was reconsidered, and 
upon the reconsideration thereof the said message was read as fol- 
lows, to wit : 

House of Repbesentatives, December 20, 1846. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House has adopted the following resolution : 
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" Resolved^ That the General Assembly (tLe Senate concurring,) 
shall proceed to ballot for a United States Senator to-daj, at 12 o'- 
clock, M. Also for Solicitors of the several Judicial Circuits." 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act for the protec* 
tion of the Fisheries on the Coast of Florida ; 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a 
committee ofthe whole on said bill, Mr. Burritt in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, 
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Costin, the bill was read the second time by its 
title, and ordered to a third reading to.morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to amend and alter the election law in 
force in this State ; 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, made the special order for to-mor- 
row. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, A. M. 



Thtjbsdat, December 21, 1846. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A qurom being present, on motion of Mr. Moseley, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the bill to be entitled. An act to pre- 
sCribe an equal and uniform mode of taxation and for other purposes, 
was taken from the table and placed among the orders. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Tweed introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act amendatory ofthe several acts now in force in rela- 
tion to the assessment and collection of the revenue. 

Which was read the first and second time by its title and referred 
to the committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Aldrich introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road and 
Canal Company. 

Which was read the first time by its title and 75 copies ordered to 
be printed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. D. J. Smith introduced a bill to 
be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend the several acts regu- 
lating Judicial proceedings, approved Jan. 3, 1848. 

Which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow. 

The following was ordered to be spread upon the Journal : 

The undersigned, members of the Senate, who voted against the 
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passage of a bill *^ to provide for the sale of the sixteenth seedons 
granted by Congress to the State for the support of public school*, 
and for consolidating the school fund," desire to spread upon the 
Journals the reasons for their vote. The above entiUed bill provides 
not only for the sale of the 16th section in every township, but for 
the consolidation of the fund arising from such sale. The act of 
Congress from which the right to appropriate the 16th section to pur* 
poses of education is derived, is in these words, viz : ** la consider- 
ation of concessions made by the State of Florida in respect to the 
public lands, there be granted to the said State eight entire sections 
of land for the purpose of fixing their seat of government ; also, sec- 
tion number sixteen in every township, or other lands equivalent 
thereto, for the use of the inhabitants of such township for the sup- 
port of public schools." The intention of this grant appears plainly 
to have been to confine the benefits to be derived from the sixteenth 
section to the inhabitants of the township in which the same is situ, 
ated. No other construction can, with any show of reason, be placed 
upon it. The language does not admit of doubt. The thorough 
discussion which this subject has heretofore undergone, renders any 
argument on the part of the undersigned unnecessary. It may not 
be amiss, however, to make a brief reference to some documents in 
relation to this matter, which contain arguments against the consoli- 
dation of this fund. In the speech of the Hon. Thomas Hagner, 
made at the last session of the General Assembly, and in the report 
of the Hon. Judge Marvin made to his Excell iicy Governor Mose- 
ley, published with the journals of that session, and in the able mi- 
nority report of the Hon. Senator from Leon (Mr. Lorimer) of the 
Committee on Schools and CoUeges, this subject has been thoroughb- 
discussed. By reference to these documents, it will be seen that as 
early as 1602, a proposition was made to the Convention of the Ter- 
ritory which afterwards formed the State of Ohio, ^ that the section 
No. 16, in every township, and where such section has been solo, 
granted, or disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and most con- 
tiguous to the same, shall be granted to the inhabitants of each toum* 
ship, for the use of schools, £c., upon considerationf(precisely sim- 
ilar to that upon which the grant was made to Florida) of '^ conces- 
sions made," which concessions were (as in the grant to Florida,) 
that the public land should not be taxed. Also, that by the act of Con- 
gress providing for the sale of public lands in the Indiana Territory, 
it is declared ^' that the lands' shall be sold, with the exception of 
section No. 16, which shall be reserved in each township, for the 
support of schools within the same. Also, that in 1827, the State 
of Alabama had permission to sell, but only on like terms. Such 
has been the uniform language of Congress ; and when a different 
intention has existed, different language has been employed. The 
grant to Michigan was made ** for ,the use of schools," intending a 
general application ; and indeed, in the same act granting the 16th 
sections to Florida, there is made also a grant of the five per centum 
aett proceeds of the sales of the public lands *< for purposes of edu- 
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fitL^ifL f clearly indicating a distinct intention ftom the fic8t grant^ 
Again, we find that, when application was made by Ohio for leave 
to .sell the 16th sections, Congress thought proper, in granting the 
leave, to protect the rights of the inhabitants qf the townships, bf 
4irecting that '* the proceeds shall be forever applied for the use and 
support of schools within the several townships and districts of coui^- 
Uj for which they were originally reserved and f et apart, and for no 
other use or purpose whatever." This act also Requires that the 
jconsent of the inhabitants of e^ch township shall J|;^e .obtained before 
sale .-nade. 

In] the report of the Hon. /u^ge Marvin, above referred to, the 
view is taken that the further action of Congress is necessary to en,- 
able us to sell the 16th sectiops, and he recommends that application 
.be made to Congress. He thinks that Congress would, ^pon the 
application ^f the l^egislature, presume the consent of the inhabitants^ 

The undersigned, although heartily approving (he ulun>ate object 
proposed to be obtained by the bill, ^nd believing that, in view of 
the difference in the value of the 16th sections, the grant cannot but 
operate unequally; and willing heartily to co-operate in any meas- 
ures having in vie^ the spread of the blessings of education, which 
they deem consistent with the integrity of the Slate, cannot c^ive 
^heir sanction to the action of the Senate in pqnsolidating this fund,, 
.without consulting the grantor, and in contrajireptionjast^eyjbelieve^ 
x>f the terms of , the graat to the Gtate.. 

LOUIS AI^DRICH, 
WILLIAM A. FORWARD, 
TIJOMAS M. WHIT?, 
JOSEPH AUSTIN, 
JAS. H. T. LORIMER, 
JNO. L. CRijLWFORD, 
J. M. SMITH. 

Mr. White.ofiered t)ie following: 

Resolved by the Senate^ the House concurring, That the Gener^} 
Assecpbly proceed to the election of U. S. Senator and Solicitors in 
the several Judiqial Circuits at 1 o'clock, P. M. to-day. . 

Mr. Forward moved lo strike out the words " U. S. Senator.** 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. >yhite an4 
jPorward, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, jBurritt, Costio, Floyd^ 
Forward, Moseley, J. M. ^mith, Tweed — 10. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, JLoriiper, 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, While— 9. 

Said amendment was adopted. 

Mr. White moved to amend by striking out the words "today^' 
and inserting in lieu thereof, the words *'on 15th January next." 

Which motion was lost. 

Said resolution, as amended, was then fidopted. Ordered to bp 
certified to the House. 

TJie following reports from .^tfi^ding Connmittee^s were read; 
1? 
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The Committee on engrossed bills, beg leave to REPORT as 
correctly engrossed the following bills, viz : 

An act to compel the Judges of the Circuit Courts to hold the 
Terms of Court at the times and places prescribed by law ; 

An act to permanently locate the county site of Washington coun- 
ty, and for other purposes therein contained ; 

An act in relation to the contingent expenses of the Supreme and 
Circuit Courts of this State, and of the Executive Offices ; 

An act to repeal an act in part, entitled an act to raise a Revenue 
for the l^ate of Florida ; 

An act for the relief of William Wilson, administrator of P. A. 
Hayward, deceased. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

The Committee on Militia, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
lied, An act to amend the law in force relative to the organization 
of Patrols, beg leave to REPORT : That they have had the same 
under consideration, report the bill back to the Senate without a- 
roendment, and recommend its passage ; and ask leave to be dis- 
charged from further consideration thereof. 

^ D. J. SMITH. Chairman. 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled, An 
act to provide for the payment of services rendered by Overseers of 
Public Roads, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave 
to REPORT said bill back to the Senate without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. _ 

WM. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 

The Committtee on Claims and AccounU, to whom was referred 
a House resolution, with instructions to include in said resolution the 
account paid by the State to W. D. Moseley, for advances to Capi. 
G. Livingston's Company, less seventy-five dollars, which is in- 
eluded in the accounts of the said Dr. Treadwell against the State, 
PEPORT a substitute for said resolution, so as to include said claim, 
and ask to be discharged. _ 

T. M. WHITE, Chairman. 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled. An 
Act relating to the mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers, 
have instructed me, as their Chairman, to report it back to the Se- 
nate, without amenndment, and ask leave to be discharged from 
further considerstion of the same. 

JOSEPH AUSTIN, Chairman. 

Mr. D. J. Smith, from a Select Committee presented, the following 

report: ^ , ,.,1 .j /. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred a bill to provide for 
the recording of the marks and brands of cattle shipped from the 
State of Florida, beg leave to report : 

That they have had the bill under consideration and that they ap- 
prove of the object of the said bill, and recommend its passage, and 
beir leave to be discharged from further consideration thereof. 

^ D. J. SMITH, Chairman. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



99 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend and alter the Election law in 
force in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Crawford in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman, reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, 
and askecUo be discharged from the further qonsideration thereof. 

Said bill was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. For- 
ward, referred to the Committee on Elections, with instructions to 
report any amendments necessary in the Election Law. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode 
of taxation, and for other purposes. 

Was, on motion Mr. Forward, read the second time by its title and 
referred to the Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the bills to be entitled respectively. An 
act to provide for the increase, investment, safe keeping, and dis- 
bursement of the Common School Fund, and An act prescribing a 
general method for the Issuing license and the payment of the tax 
thereon. 

Were taken from the table, and placed among the Orders. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act in part en- 
titled an act to raise a Revenue for the State of Florida, 

Was read the third time. On the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Brown, Costin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley and J- 
M. Smith— 6. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts and White — 11. 

Said bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to compel the Judges of the 
Circuit Courts to hoi J the terms of Court at the times and places 
presented by law. 

Was read the third time and on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Sen- 
ate resolved Itself into a Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. 
D. J. Smith in the chair. 

After some time spent therein the committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of William 
Wilson, Administrator of P. A. Hay ward. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the yeas 
and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burrift, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mose- 
ly, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 19. 
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Naj^i — None. 

Said bill passed. Title aft stated. Ordered ihtii the same be cer^ 
iified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act in relation to the contingent 
^xpeti^es of the Supreme ^dd Circuit Courts of this State, and of 
the ExecutiTe Offices, 

^as read the third tfm^, and on the question of its passage, the 
jreas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. AldHch, Austin, Averf, Brown, 
Bbrritt, Cofitin, Craiit^ford. Floyd, Grhent, Loriroer, Moseley, San- 
eferson, U. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, T^6ed, Watts and White— 19^. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Titl^ as stated; OUered (6' be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, Alt' act to permanently locate the 
county site of Washington county, afnd (6t other purposes thereih 
6ontained, 

Was read the thtrd time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd placed 
Among the Orders for to. morrow. 

Mr. Sctnd^rson' moved the Senate take a recess until 3 o'clock, 
P.M. 

On ^hich th6 yeas aAd nays i^ere called for by Messrs. Avery 
dnd Sanderson, and werd : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Ghent, Moseley, 
Sanderson, Tweed and Watts— ^. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown , Costin, Crawford, Floyd« 
forward, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and White— :il. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Floyd moved th^t the Senate adjourn tAoitil to-miorrow, 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called M by Messrs. Avery 
knd Sanderson, and wefe : 

Yeas— ''Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brottrn, Burritt, Costin', 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, J. M. Smith and Tweed— 11. 

Nays— ^Messrs. Austin, Avery, Ldrimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. 
i. Smith, Watts and Whitfe^-^. 

Said motion prevailed, and the Senate adjdurtoed until to-monovc^ 
10 o'clock, A. M. 



Friday, December 22, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Penny officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Moseley, the reading 
6f the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich, leave of absence was granted for ft 
lew days to Mr^ Watts. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



101 

()n motion of 1/lr, Hoselej, leave of absetfde #ai( ^fanted to Mr^ 
I^lovd until 6th January next. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
White until Tuesday nert. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act relating to crimes and misdemeanors, and requiring 
a prosecutor in certain cases. 

Which was read the first time, laid upon the table, and 75 copies 
ordered to be printed* 

Mr. Ghent gav# notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act defining the boundary lines 
6f Walton county, and for other purposes. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been appointed to invitci the Senate to proceed to the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, at knf time the Senate might fin upon, 
fpr the purpose of proceeding to the election of an United States 
Senator, and Solicitors of the several Judicial Circuits of this State. 

Mr. Loriraer moved, that a committee be appointed to wait upon 
the House to inform the House that the Senate would be ready to 
proceed to aiaid election at 12 o'clock, M. to-day. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Austin, .and were : 

Yeas— ^Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, 
Sanderson, D. J. ^mith, Watts and White— 9. 

Nays — -Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Moseley, J. At. Smith and Tweed^— 10. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on J^ngrossed ^ills, presented 
tde following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cori 
rectly engrossed, A bill to be entitled. An act to compel the Judges 
of the Circuit Courts to hold the terms of Court at the times and pla- 
ces prescribed by law. 

WILLIAM A. Forward, chairman. 

The following messages from the House were read : 

HovsB Representatives, December 21, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The Hoose has laid on the table Senate resolution for gohig 
into the election of Solicitors of the several Judicial Circuits at 1 o'^ 
clock to-day. 

Very respectfully, 

W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 
House Repbesentatives, Dec. 21, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

. Sir — The House has concurred in the Senate resolution for thd 
election of Solicitors of the several Judicial Circuits to-day at 1 o'i 
clock, with the following amendments : Between the words " of '^ 
and ^ Solicitors," insert the words " U. S. Senator and alsoi" 
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Strike out «< 1 o'clock" and insert «< 2^ o'clock." 
In which amendments the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
RespectfuUy, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
HousB RBPKKssifTATiyEs, Doc. 16, 1846. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House has passed the Senate bill to be entitled. An act 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on State Lands, with the fol- 
lowing amendments : Insert the words '' or cultivated lands," in 
the sixteenth line of the first section, between the words *' residen- 
ces" and ^* of;" and in the 4th section, between the words ** land" 
and ** that," in the tenth line, insert the words ** within this State." 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
The amendments therein contained were concurred in, and the 
bill as amended ordered to be enrolled. 

The following message from the House was also read : 

House Representatives, Dec. 18, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate: 

Sir — The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled, An act to 
re-establish the records of the County of Jackson, and for other pur- 
poses, with the following amendments : After the 10th section in- 
sert as follows : 

**Seo. 11. Be it further enacted^ That until a seal of office is pro- 
vided for the Clerk of the Circuit Court of said County, his private 
seal shall be sufficient in all cases where a seal is required by law." 
Strike out in the last section the figure *' 11," and insert figure 
" 12," so as to read "Sec. 12." 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

« Clerk House of Representatives. 
The amendments therein contained were concurred in, and the 
bill as amended ordered to be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to compel the lodges of the 
Circuit Courts to hold the terms of Court at the times and places 
prescribed by Idw, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, knd J. M. Smith — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery and Tweed — 2. 

Mr. Tweed moved to amend the title by striking out the word 
•• compel." 

Which motion was lost. 
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Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the increase, investment, 
safe keeping, and disbursement of the common school fund : 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itseif into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Sandefson in the Chair. 

Afler some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, ordered that said bill lay over un« 
til te.morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to permanently locate the 
County Site of Washington County, and for other purposes therein 
contained : 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate unanimously resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on said bill, for a special amendment, 
Mr. White in the Chair. 

Afler some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman, reported the bill back to the Senate with a special amend- 
ment, and asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

On motion, said bill was read third time by its title, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 17. 

Nays—None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act for the protec- 
tion of the Fisheries on the coast of Florida^ 

Was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate unanimously resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on said bill for a special amendment, 
Mr. Floyd in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman, reported the bill back to the Senate with a special amend- 
ment, and asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate again unanimously re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. White 
in the Chair. 

Afler some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with special amend- 
ment, and asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following amendment, which was ac* 
ccpted : 
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After <he words *^ other crafts," insert *' except boats, ressels^ 
«macks, or craft of less tbaa five tons burthen." 

Mr. Avery offered the following amendment as an additional see« 
iion, viz : 

'' Sec. 3. Be U further enacted^ That this act shall not be in force 
Aintil six months after it has received the signature of the Governor." 

Which was not accepted. 

On the question of the passage of said bill the yeas and nays were ; 

Yeas — Messrs. Floyd, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and White — 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, J. M. Smith, and 
Xweed— 12. 

Said bill was lost. Ordered to be certified to the ^ouse. 

House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the mode of appoint, 
jnent and duties of Auctioneers : 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on said bill, Mr. Aldrich in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, 
and asked to be discharged from the further considera^pn thereof. 

On the question of concurring in said report, the yeas and nayy 
were called for by Messrs. Costin and Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Tweed and White — 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt. 
Costin, Floyd, Fori^ard, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. /, 
Smith, J. M. Smith and Watts— 15^ 

Said report was not concurred in. 

On motion, jaid bill was referred to a select committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Forward, Aldrich and Costin. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend the law now in fo^e 
relative to the organization of Patrols ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third ceading tP-mor- 
jrow. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o'clock to-mor* 
row; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sanderson 
^nd Floyd, and were .* 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, 
J. M. Smith— 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, burritt, Ghent, Lor- 
imer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White — 12. 

Said motion was lost. 

Oa motion of Mr. Austin, the Senate took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

d o'clock, f. m* 

The Senate resumed its session. 

Messrs. Floyd and Aldrich baving demanded a call of the Senate^ 
^he following Senators aoswered to their nanpMi ^iz : Mr. President, 
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Messrs. Aldrlch, Averj, Browny BurriU, Flojrd, Loriroer, Mosekj, 
D. J. Smith. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to repeal an act to amend the several 
acts regulating judicial proceedings, approved January 3, 1848, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to require licenses to be taken 
out by persons, and subjects not hitherto taxable, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title, and 
made the special order for Tuesday next. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of occupying claim- 
ants. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act concerning roads 
and highways, passed at the adjourned session of 1845, 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the rule be waived, and said bill be read a 
second time. 

Which motion was losL 

House resolution relative to a contemplated mail route in the 
County of St. Lucie, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor- 
row. 

House Ifill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend the 
several acts to raise a Revenue for thi^ State, 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Forward moved that the rule be waived, and said bill read a 
second time. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Brown,* and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Burritt, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Watts, White — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Brown, Floyd, J. M. Smith — 4. 

The Senate refused to waive the rule. 

Said bill was ordered a second reading to-morrow. 

The following House bills were read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow, viz : 

Bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of James M. Bates. 

Bill to be entitled, An act concerning the records of Levy County. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the time of holding 
the Circuit Courts in the Middle District. 

Also, resolution asking from Congress a grant of a quarter section 
of land for Holmes County. ^ 

House bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of ser. 
vices rendered by overseers of public roads. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor' 
row. 

14 
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Resolution substituted for House resolution, urging epon Congress 
the payment of the claim of the late William Treadwell, deceased, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act prescribing a general method for the is^ 
suing of licenses, and the payment of the tax thereon ; 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following as an additional section, viz : 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted^ That the selling of spirituous li« 
quors in quantities less than one gallon, shall be ,and is hereby de« 
dared retailing. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Brown, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Burritt and Sanderson — 2. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aid rich, Austin, A?ery, Brown, 
Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Watts 
andWhite— 13. 

Said motion was lost, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the recording of the 
marks and brands of cattle shipped from the State of Florida ; 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 
9i o'clock. A. M. 

Mr. J. M. Smith moved that it adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

Which motion prevailed, and the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Satubday, December 23, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Brown, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the report of the Committee on Federal 
Relations be suppressed from the Journals. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Brown gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act Jor the relief of cer^ 
tain J^irors in Hillsborough county. 

Mr. White moved that a Committee be appointed to wait upon and 
inform the House that the Senate would be ready to proceed to the 
election of an U. S. Senator to-day at 11 o'clock, the House con- 
curring. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Costin, and were i 
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Tea«^-Mr« President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Walts, White— 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Averj, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Mosely, J. M. Smith, Twced^^lO. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would at some future day ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled An act for the protection of the West 
Florida and Georgia line of Telegraph. 

On motion of Mr. White, a committee consisting of Messrs. 
While, Floyd and Forward were appointed to wait upon and inform 
the House that the Senate would be ready, the House concurring, 
to proceed to the election of an U. S. Senator and Solicitors of the 
several Judicial Circuits of this State, on Monday the Ist day of Jan- 
nary, A. D., 1849. 

The following message from the House was read : 

HovsB OF Repbesentatives, Dec. 23, 1848. * 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir :— -The House have passed th& following joint resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That this General Assembly 
adjourn until Wednesday next 12 o'clock. 

in which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

The President having decided that this was a question of adjourn* 
ment, and consequently a question of privilege, decided that the 
question of concurring in said resolution was in order. 

Which decision was appealed from by Mr. Sanderson. 

On the question being put shall the decision of the Chair be sus. 
tained ? it was decided in the affirmative, and the decision sustained. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that said resolution be placed at the bottom 
of the orders. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Burritt ofiered the following amendment : 

Strike out the words *' this General Assen^bly adjourn," and insert 
in lieu thereof ** when this General Assembly shall adjourn this day 
it shall stand adjourned." 

Which motioja prevailed^ 

On the question of concurring in said resolution as amended, the 
yeas and nays were called for by Meurs. Avery and D. J. Smith, 
and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Austin, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, J. M. Smith, Watts, White— 1?. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, Tweed— 6. 

Said resolution was adopted. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, House bill to be entitled. An ad 
to authorize the Circuit Court of Wasl^n^on to be held at J\j[o8se/ 
Hill meeting Hotjttei 
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Was taken from the table and placed among the orders. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon and inform the House of 
the resolution of the Senate in relation to the election of U. S* 
Senator and Solicitors, reported that they had performed the duty as- 
signed them. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Taxatfon and Revenue, to whom was referred 
the memorial of the Judge of Probate and County Commissioners of 
Jackson county, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That the law already passed by the General Assembly to author, 
ize the re-establishment of lost records, &c. of said county, will fully 
meet the case of their first prayer. The memorialists further ask 
that the State taxes for the next two years be expended under their 
direction, in the erection of a new Court House, and such offices as 
that body may think necessary, &c. ; and further, if said request is 
not granted, that they be allowed to assess a sufficient tax for said 
purpose. Your committee are of opinion that the State tax for one 
year, with SMch County tax as they may think proper to levy, will 
be sufficient to cnrry out their purpose ; they have therefore report- 
ed a bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the County Commission- 
ers of Jackson county to levy a tax sufficient to build a new Court 
House and for other purposes ; and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration or the subject. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the County Commissioners 
of Jackson county to levy a tax sufficient to burld a new Court House 
in said county, and for other purposes. 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor- 
row. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the Circuit Court of 
Washington county to be held at Mossey Hill Meeting House, 

Was read the second time, the rule waived, read a third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt! 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White— .17. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the payment of 
services rendered by Overseers of Public Roads, 

Was read the third time, and on t|^ questioR of its passage the 
yeas and nays were ; o -^^ 
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Teas — Messrs. Austin, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Ghent, 
Loriraer, Moseley, Tweed — 9. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Crawford, For- 
ward, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and J. M. Smith — 8. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be 
certified to the House. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bilis, presented 
the following Report : 

The Committee on Engrossed bills beg leave to REPORT as 
correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled, An act prescribing a general method for the 
issuing of Licenses, and the payment of the tax thereon ; and 

A Resolution calling on Congress for the passage of a law for the 
payment of a claim of the late William Tread well, and to refund to 
the State of Florida a certain sum therein mentioned. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act prescribing a general meth- 
od for the issuing of Licenses, and the payment of the tax thereon, 

Was, by unanimous consent, made the special order for Wednes- 
day next. 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
had concurred in the amendment of the Senate to House resolution 
relative to adjournment until Wednesday next, 12 o'clock, M. 

Engrossed Resolution, calling on Congress for the passage of a 
Uw for the payment of a claim of the late William Tread well, and 
to refund to the State of Florida a certain sum therein mentioned. 

Was read the third time and passed. Ordered to be certified to 
the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend the law now in force 
relative to the organization of Patrols, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Averj, Brown, Costin, 
Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and 
J. M. Smith— 12. 

Nays — Mr. FolHvard — 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the recording of 
the marks and brands of cattle shipped from the State of Florida, 

Waf, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the third time by its title, and 
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson and D. J. Smith — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. J. M. Smith and Tweed— 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and fiicilitate the con< 
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atruetioti of a Rati Road from Read's Bluff, on the St. Mary's Rirer, 
to Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that 
purpose. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Moseley, made the special order for Wed- 
nesday next. 

House resolution, asking from Congress a grant of a quarter sec* 
lion of land for Holmes county, 

Was read the second time, the rule waived, read the third time 
by ifs title, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the time of 
holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, lead the second time by its title, 
and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bills to be entitled, respectively, An act concerning the 
records of Leon county ; and 

An act for the relief of James M. Bates, 

Were read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to- 
morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend the 
several acts to raise a Revenue for this State, 

Was read the second time, and on motion, referred to a Select 
Committee, consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Avery and Sanderson. 

House resolution relative to a contemplated Mail Route in the 
county of St. Lucie, 

Was read the second time, tho rule waived, read the third time 
by its title, and passed. . 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act concerning 
Roads and Highways, passed at the adjourned session of 1845, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, referred 
jto the Committee on Internal Improvements, with instructions to 
report any amendments they may deem necessary in the law as it 
now exists relative to said subject. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of occupying claim* 
ants, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Aldrich, read the second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the increase, investment, 
safe keeping and disbursement of the Common School Fund ; 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole o^ said bill, Mr. Burritt in the Chair. 

Afler some time spent therein, the Committee rose and by their 
Chairman reported progreps, and asked leave to sit again. 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Comtnttte^ oi^ Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee oh Enrolled Billf l^eg le^ve to report the following 
bills as correctly enrolled, vis i ' 
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A bill entitled, An act to re-establish the Records of the county of 
Jackson, and for other purposes. 

A bill entitled, An act to grant Pre-emption rights to settlers on 
State lands. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the vote had this day on House bill to 
be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of services rendered 
by Overseers of Public Roads, 

Was reconsidered — and upon the reconsideration thereof, said bill 
was referred by unanimous consent to the Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

The House returned the following Senate bills as passed by the 
House without amendments, viz : 

Bill to be entitled. An Act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consoli£itiog the School Fund ; 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to pre- 
vent the circulation of Change Bills, approved 15th March, 1844 ; 

Bill to be entitled, An act to declare East River in Walton county 
a navigable stream ; 

Bill to be entitled. An act to repeal the road lawt in and for the 
county of Franklin. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjoomed porsuant to the 
resdatlon adopted this day. 



Wbdnesdat, December 27, 1948. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjoummenL 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act relating to Manufacturing 
Companies. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to provide for Seals for the Cir- 
cuit Courts of this State. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency 
the Governor : 

Sbnatb Chambbb, December 27, 1848. 
His Excellency W. D. Moseley, Governor^ 4^, : 

Sib : — I have the honor to transmit for the approval of your Ex.^ 
cellency, the following bills, entitled respectively, 
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An act to re-ettablisb the records of the County of Jackson, and 
for other purposes ; 

Also, An act to grant pre-emption lights to settlers on State lands, 
passed by both Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the 
presiding officers thereo£ Respectfully, 

C. W. DOWNING, Secretary Senate. 
Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the State of the Common- 
wealth, introduced a bill to be entitled. An act amendatory of the sev. 
eral acts relating to Jurors and State Witnesses. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 
The following message from his Excellency the Governor was read : 

Executive Office, ) 
Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848. $ 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 
Herewith I transmit to you a communication from the Register of 
Public Lands, the subject matter of which I commend to your atten- 
tion. Very Respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

Office of Register of Public Lands, } 
December 27, 1848. I 
To Governor Mossley : 

Sir : — By existing laws, no provision is made for the auditing of 
any of the accounts of this office, except those for the Register's sala- 
ry and travelling expenses, which are payable at the Treasury. 

it seems to me that, both for the public security and for the pro- 
tection of the Register against the contingency of future but undue 
responsibility, some specific and conclusive method of auditing all 
his accounts should be prescribed by law. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 
(Signed,) JOHN BEARD, Register of Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, said message and accompanying docu- 
ment were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to authorize the construction of the Magnetic Tele- 
graph, and providing for the protection of the same. 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title, 
and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Floyd introduced a bill to be en- 
titled. An act to amend an act approved January 4, 1847, *' giving a 
lien to steamboat men and others navigating the bay and river of 
Apalachicola." 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the bill to be entitled, An act relating 
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to crimes and misdemeanors, and requiring a prosecutor in eertaia 
cases, was taken from the table, and placed among the orders. 

Mr. Forward presented the petition of certain citizens of the coun* 
ties of Marion, Alachua, and St. Johns, praying the establishment of 
a new County. 

Which was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Forward, Sandersen, and Aldrich^. 

Mr. Avery offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened, That the election of Judges 
for the several Circuits, shall be held on Wednesday the 3d day of 
January, 1849. 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report at an early day respect- 
ing the propriety of electing Judges at the present session of the 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following, which was adopted ; 

Resolved by the Senate, That his Excellency the Governor be re* 
quested to in^rm the Senate, whether the State of Florida has ever 
received any thing from the distribution of the proceeds arising 
from the sale of the Public Lands ? Whether she is^ or not entitled 
to any portion of the said fund ? If any, how much, and what effort 
has been made to collect the same from the U. S. Government. 

Mr. Forward offered the following resolutions : 
ResohUions remonstrating against the removal of the Military Muni^ 

tions. Ordnance^ Stores and Small Arms, from the garrison in the 

city of St. Augustine, and asking for further protection to tlie 

Eastern Frontier of the Peninsula of Florida. 

Whereas, It is rumored that the Military Munitions, Ordnance 
Stores and Small Arms, now deposited in the city of St. Augustine^ 
are about to be removed to Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
lina ; Therefore, 

I, Beit Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Florida, in General Assembly convened. That we most 
earnestly and respectfully remonstrate against the removal of said 
Military Munitions and Small Arms, inasmuch as by such a pro- 
ceeding the inhabitants of said city of St. Augustine, as well as of 
the surrounding country, who are still in the vicinity of the remain- 
ing bands of Seminole Indians, would be left without the ipeans of 
defence, either from foreign enemies, or internal foes. 

2d. Be it further Resolved^ That the National interest, as well as 
justice to the people of Florida, imperatively demand that the East.- 
ern Frontier of the Peninsula should be strengthened and placed in 
a better state of protection than it at present is; and instead of de- 
nuding that section of the country of all ryilitary defence, their pecu- 
Jiar situation and exigencies require among other means, an arse 
nal, provided with at least one thousand stand of arms, with a force 
jufficient to guard and take care of it. 

3d. Be it further Resolved, That although extensive fortification^ 
15 
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are being erected at Key West and Tortugas, and by their com.' 
manding positions, may govern and direct the transit through the 
Keys of the Gulf, yet between them and St. Augustine there is a sea 
coast of upwards of three hundred miles, parallel with a portion of 
which, and within twelve hours sail, lie the Bahama Islands, where 
the British military establishments are always in a state of prepara- 
tion ; contiguous to which is also the Island of Cuba ; and between 
the Bahamas and Cuba, and the Bahamas and Florida, the enemy 
in time of war could throw in a line of battle ships sufficient to cut 
off all communication between the Atlantic and said fortifications^ 
and land therefrom, upon the banks of the Indian river, a force suffi. 
cient, in connection with the Seminole Indians now located there, 
to make a prompt and effective impression on any point of our ex* 
tensive and exposed sea border, or in the interior of our State. To 
obviate which, an inland water communication can be made at a 
small expense, (as will be seen by reference to the map of Florida,) 
by connecting the inland rivers running along the coast from Cape 
Florida to St. Augustine, thus uniting the fortifications in St. Augus- 
tine with the Forts at Key West and Tortugas, and making peHect 
a great national work, 

4th. Be U further Resolved^ That the Governor transmith forth- 
with a copy of these resolutions to the President of the United States* 
Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and to our Representa- 
tive and Senators in Congress, and that our said Representative 
and Senators be, and are hereby requested to exert themselves in 
resisting the removal of said Military Munitions, as also to procure 
the further protection of the Eastern Frontier of the Peninstda of 
Florida. 

Which were read the first time, the rule waived, read the second 
and third time by the title, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Mr. Tweed offered the following resolution, which was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow : 

Resoltied by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That his Excellency the 
Governor be authorized to employ a proper person to copy the laws 
passed at this session, for such compensation as may be hereafter al- 
lowed by the General Assembly. 

Mr. Forward, from a Select Committee, presented the following 
report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a House bill to be 
entitled, An act relating to the mode of appointment and duties ot 
Auctioneers, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and fipd that 
it proposes to change the mode of appointment of those officers^ 
the time and manner of making reports and returns — the mode of 
{^ying over to the State the Auction tax, and the amount of the tax«^ 
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As (he law now stands, ALUctioneers are ^(H^tpoinied and commk* 
noned, by the Governor and General Assembly ^ this State J*^ 

The evils complained of in (his mode of appomtment, are : 

l8t« — ^That the time of the Legislature is taken up, and expense 
incurred in other ways, for no good. 

2d. — A great number of persons are named to the Governor for 
appointments, who do not want the office. Commissions are issued 
to them — accounts are opened at the Comptroller's office — the 
Comptroller put to great trouble in getting reports, and seeking out 
the men appointed — and only in the end to find, they never acted, 
and, perhaps, never knew they had been appointed. 

And dd.«— That the bestowing of this office has become a patron* 
age of the [jcgislature. 

The new law proposes to remedy these evils, by providing that 
the Governor shall appoint and commission such *^ applicants as 
shall produce to him a certyicale, in writings from the Board of 
County Commissioners^ thai the said applicant is capable and trusts 
worthy, and recommending that he be appointed to said office" 

As the law now stands. Auctioneers are required (o make quarter* 
ly returns to the Comptroller, and to pay the taxes into the Slate 
Treasury. 

The evils complained of under these provisions are : 

1st — That for some counties quarterly returns are to often, and for 
others not often enough. 

2d. — That accounts have to be kept at the Comptroller's office 
with each Auctioneer in the State — many are very small, but the 
labor of the Comptroller is gveat, nevertheless. 

dd. — That there is no check upon Auctioneers returns. 

And 4thly.-!— That each Auctioneer is put to the trouble and risk of 
sending the money to the Treasurer, and great confusion and bother 
in that way. 

The new law proposes to remedy those evils by requiring returns 
\o be made, and taxes paid, in some counties therein mentioned, 
monthly, to the Tax Assessor and Collector of such counties, and in 
other counties twice a year, making it the duty of the Tax Assessor 
and Collector to look after and examine the returns of the Auction** 
eers, and to collect taxes of them. 

Under the law as it now is. Auctioneers are required to collect 
two per cent. State tax upon the gross amount of all sales, and raw or 
UDspun cotton is exempted. 

It is stated that this tax is too high, and that by reducing it, the 
revenue would be increased. 

The act which we have had before us, provides : That the State 
tax upon Auction Sales shall hereafter be one per cent, upon the gross 
amount of sales, except on sales of Cotton not damaged, on which 
there shall be a tax of one quarter of one per cent. " 

Your Committee having thus presented the law as it is, the evils 
complained of^ and the remedy proposed, ask leave to be discharged 
from the furUier consideration of the subject. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, ChMtflWi% 
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Mr. Tweed, from a Select Committee, presented the following t€* 
port: 

The Select Committee appointed to consider the petition of certain 
Citizens of the town of Milton, praying this General Assembly to 
accept a surrender of the charter of said town, and the protest of 
certain other citizens of said town against said surrender, ask leave 
to report : 

That they have carefully considered th^ subject referred to them, 
and deem it most proper to refer the matter in controversy to those 
most interested in the subject matter of sard petition and protest. 
Your committee therefore recommend the accompanying bill as most 
likely to meet the wishes of the memorialists, and ask leave to be 
discharged from further consideration of the subject. 

C. A. TWEED, Chairman. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House RifPRESE^'TATivifs, December 15, 1848. 
Honorqhle President of the. Senate : 

Sir :-^The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled. An act to 
Incorporate St. Johns Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St. Augustine, 
with the following amendments : In the second section, 6th line, 
strike out the word "and," and insert ** in." In the second section, 
8th line, strike out the word " and," and insert " in«" Strike out the 
third section. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

The amendments therein contained were concurred in by the 
Senate, and said bill ordered to be enrolled. 

The House returned Senate bills to be entitled respectively. An 
act to provide for compensation of Physicians for professional attend- 
ance on Coroner's Inquests ; and. An act to exempt from taxation 
for five years, certain property in the city of Pensacola ; 

As lost in the House. 

On motion of Mr. Lorinier, the Senate took a recess until 4 
o'clock, P. M. 

4 o'ctocK, p. V. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

A call of the Senate being demanded by Messrs. Forward and 
Lorimer, the following Senators answered to their names, viz : 

Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Austin, Brown, Crawford, Forward, 
Lorimer, D. J. Smith — 8. 

No quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate 
adjourned until to-m«rrow, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Tausbday, December 28, 1848. 

f he Senate met pursuant to adjournments 
^ey* Mr* Cl^oice officiated as Chaplain^ 
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A quorlim being present, on motioD of Mr. Avery, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion, Messrs. Avery, Tweed, and Aldrich were appointed a 
committee, to act with a similar committee on the part of the House, 
to examine and report upon the condition of the office of the Reg- 
ister of Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act relative to the examination of 
the office of Register of Public Lands. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

The following message from his Eicellency the Governor, was 
read: 

ExEctJTivE Office, ^ 
Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848. ^ 
Gentlemen ofihe Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 

I have the honor herewith to transmit the annual statement of the 
condition of the Union Bank, by John G. Gamble, Esq., President 
thereof, accompanied by the documents referred to by him in his let- 
ter to the Executive, dated 19lh December, 1848. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Mr. Forward moved that the accompanying documents be laid upon 
the table. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. For* 
ward and Moseley, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Forward, Ghent, Moseley, D. J. 
Smith, J. M. Smith— 6. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Crawford) 
Floyd, Lorimer, Sanderson, Tweed — 10. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the said accompanying documents be 
referred to the Committee on Corporations. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd; Lorimer, Sanderson, Tweed — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Forward, Ghent, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M» 
Smith — 5. 

Said motion prevailed. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was 
also read : 

Executive Office, [ 
Tallahassee, Dec. 27, 1848. 
To the Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir — In reply to a resolution adopted by the Senate, to wit :— . 
•*That His Excellency the Governor be requested to inform the Se- 
nate whether the State of Florida has ever received any thing from 
Ihe distribution of the proceeds of the sale of public lands ; whether 
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Bhe is, or is not entitled to any portion of said fund ; if aay, how 
much ; and what effort was made to collect the same from the U. S« 
Government"^-! have the honor to infbcm you that|the State of Flo* 
rida has never received any thing from the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sale of public lands. 

As to the second interrogatory, whether or not she is entitled to 
any portion of said fund, I refer you to the copy of a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, herewith transmitted, dated July 7, 1846, 
marked F. 

As to the third interrogatory, how much, if any, is due, and what 
effort has been made to collect the same from the U. S. governmentr 
you are referred to my communication to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, dated 14th Oct. 184d, marked G, and the reply of the Third 
Auditor to the same, dated 15th April, 1846, marked H« Also, to 
a correspondence with the Hon. D. L. Yulee on the same subject, 
copies of which are herewith transmitted, marked I and K. 

You are also referred to that portion of my message of the 20tl^ 
November, 1846, relating to the same subject on page 8, of the 
House Journals of that year, herewith transmitted. 

Very respectfuUy, W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion, the accompanying documents were referred to a sele<5t 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, Burritt, and Forward. 

Mr. Floyd gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to incorporate the Florida 
Medical Society. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills report as correctly enrolled the 
following bills, viz : 

A bill entitled. An act to declare East River, in Walton County, 
a navigable stream. 

A bill entitled. An act to repeal the road laws in and for the County 
of Franklin. 

A bill entitled. An act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth 
Sections granted by Congress to the State for the support of Public 
Schools, and for consolidating the School Fund. 

A bill entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to preveiH 
the circulation of change bills, approved 15th March, 1844. 

A bill entitled. An act to incorporate St. Johns' Lodge, No. 1'^ 
in the city of St. Augustine. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, pre- 
sented the following report : 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled, An 
act to provide for the payment of services rendered by Overseers of 
l^ublic Roads, beg .leave to , 

REPORT: 

7bat they have had the sanjie under ^qQnsideration, und after w 
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examination or the law passed at the session of 1845, are of the 
opinion that there is no necessity for anj such bill. Therefore re- 
commend that it do not pass, and beg to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

W. P. MOSBLEY, Chairman. 

The President having decided that the question of concurring in a 
report of a committee, when presented, should not be put, his deci- 
sion was appealed from bj Mr. Burritt, and upon the question being 
put, *' shall the decision of the Chair be sustained ?" the yeas and 
nays were called for by Messrs. Forward and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Burritt and Sanderson — 2. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Moseley, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, 
presented the following report : 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill to be entitled; An 
Act to amend an act concerning Roads and Highways, passed at the 
adjourned session of 1845, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and that they 
are in favor of the passage of said bill. From the fact that the law 
makes it the duty of the Road Commissioners and a Justice of the 
Peace to meet four times a year for the purpose of trying defaulters, 
in some counties it is almost impossible to get a majority of Road 
Commissioners, and a Justice of the Peace to meet, consequently 
there are but few fines collected. 

The Committee therefore recommend the passage of the bill, and 
beg to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 

The following communication was transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor : 

Senate Chamber, Dec. 28, 1848. 
His Excellency y^ . D. Moseley, Govemorj ^c. 

Sis : I have the honor herewith to transmit for the approval of 
your Excellency the following bills, entitled respectively : 

An act to declare East River, in Walton county, a navigable 
stream. 

An act to repeal the road laws in and for the county of Franklin. 

An act to provide for the sale of the Sixteenth Sections granted by 
Congress to the State for the Public Schools, and for consolidating 
the School Fund. . 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to prevent the circulation 
of Change bills. 

And— An act to incorporate St. John's Lodge, No. 12, in the city^ 
of St. Augustine. 
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Pasted by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed 
by the presiding officers thereof. 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 

Mr. Forward, o^e of the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, 
reported a bill to be entitled, An Act to amend the Revenue Law of 
this State as regards Hawkers, Pedlars and Itinerant Traders ; 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Crawford, from a Select Committee, presented the following 
report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Leon county, " praying for a change in the Southern 
boundary of said county," have had the subject matter under consid- 
eration, and ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they are authentically informed that every citizen whose 
residence will be turned into Wakulla county by the change of the 
said boundary, with one single exception, are exceedingly solicitous 
that the alteration should be made. The boundaries of Wakulla 
county were plainly chalked out in the acts of 1845, tut they were 
not surveyed, and a goodly number of your petitioners, confidently 
believing that they were citizens of Wakulla, have discharged every 
public duty, military and civil, incumbent upon them as citizens oi 
said county. The Committee have a correct and thorough know- 
ledge of the section of country in which your petitioners reside ; 
they are widely and irreparably detached from every neighborhood 
in Leon county, by a broad scope of barren lands which subjects 
them to many very serious inconveniences in the discharge of their 
public duties, and if their just expectations are disregarded, they 
will be unable to see or appreciate the wisdom or justice of the de- 
liberations of your honorable body. 

To accomplish the object of your petitioners, the Committee re- 
commend to the Senate the passage of the bill herewith submitted. 

JNO. L. CRAWFORD, 
Chairman Select Committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to require licenses to be taken cut 
by persons and subjects not hitherto taxed ; 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on said bill, Mr. Lorimer in the chair ; 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment, 
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof ; 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, said bill was referred to the Com- 
ttkittee on Taxation and Revenue. 
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feigroMed bill to be entitled, An act prescribing a general met&ol 
^r the iMuing of licenses, and the payment of the tax thereon, 

Was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, said bill was laid upon the table. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate the construc- 
tion of a Rail Road from Read's Blufi^ on the St. Marj's River, t«r 
Pensacola, and to authorise and regulate paftnershipir for that ptir* 
pose : 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, the Senate resblfed itself info a C6m« 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Forward in the Cbatf. 

After some lime spent therein, the committee rose, and bj their 
chaimsan reported the bill back to the Senate with amendmhnts, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was, 6tk ittOtion of Mr. Sandehon, placed af thd bottom 
of the orders. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was wafred, and he allowed to 
introduce a; bill t6 be entitled. An act to incorporate the Medicaf 
Board of Florida. 

Which was, on motion oi Mr. Sandersbn, placed at the bottom of 
the orders. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate tooft a recess ilntil d' o'clock^ 
P.M. 

3 O^CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to pro^e foi' the payment of ^r« 
vices rendered by overseers of Public Roads', 

Was read the second time. 

The Senate refused to order said bill to a third reading. 

House bill Id be entitled. An act to amend an act concerning Roadir 
and Highways, passed at the adjourned session of 1^845, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor* 
row. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf 
Rail Road and Canal Company, 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Semnte resolved itself intb s Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Crawford in the Chair; 

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by theii' 
Chairman' reported the bill back to the Senate, with amendments, 
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof 

Mr. Forward offered the following amendment, v'li : Strike out 
all after the words **Rail Road*' in Ist line of 2d section, and inserC 
in lieu thereof the w6rds, '* from' any point on any navigable stream 
or water course in East Florida, emptying in or connecting with iM 
Atlantic Ocean, and any point on the Gulf of Mexico." 

Which amendment was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich, said bUl Wm laid over utiti> to-nBorrov.* 
16 • 
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Houfe bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the eiUMialuiient 
of Common Schools in this State, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Avery, read the irst time, and ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'- 
clock, A. M. ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs* Sander- 
son and Avery, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Brown, Floyd, Ghent and Lorimer— 4. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Crawford, 
Forward, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. Af • Smith, Tweed 
and White— 12. 

Said motion was lost. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to Crimes and Misdemeanors, 
imd requiring a Prosecutor in certain cases. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. White in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill baek to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof! 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, said bill was laid upon the table, and 
75 copies ordered te be printed. 

Mr. White moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'- 
clock, A. M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd 
and Moseley, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, Tweed and White — 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson 
and J. M. Smith — 7. 

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M« 



Fbiday, December 20, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Moseley, the reading 
of the Journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Ghent presented the memorial of certain citizens of Waltoa 
county, praying a change of the county site of said county. 

Which was referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs. 
Floyd, Ghent, and Crawford. 

Mr. Avery offered the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were read, and on motion of Mr. Avery, referred to the Committee 
en the Executive Department, with instructions to report thereon al 
an early day: 

Whereas, A difierence of opinion prevails with regard to the 
period when the term of oflke of the present Governor will expire; 
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mnd abo with regard to the time when fhe Governor e1eet«hotfl4 
take the oath prescribed bj the Constitution : Therefore, 

1. Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That, in the opinion 
«f this General Assembly, the term of office of Governor Wm. D. 
Moseley, will expire on the first Monday in October, 1849. 

2, Resolvedy That it is expedient and proper for the Governor 
«lect to take the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution, in pre* 
sence of both Houses of the present General Assembly. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An act for the relief of Occupying Claimants, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to report it 
back to the Senate without amendment. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Also the following 1 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom «vas referred a bill to 
be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend the several acts regu* 
lating judicial proceedings, approved January 3, 1848, have had the 
same under consideratien, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate without amendment, and to reco mmend its pas- 
sage. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Ghent, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to remove the county site of 
Walton county. 

Which was read the first time, the rule again waived, and the bift 
read a second time by its title, and referred to a select committee con- 
sisting of Messrs. Floyd, Ghent, and Crawford. 

Mr. Sanderson presented the following report : 

The Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, to whom 
was referred *' so much of the Governor's Message and documents 
accompanying the same, as relate 4o the boundary line between 
this State and the State of Georgia'"->-also, ^* Senate Resoiutioas 
upon the same subject," respectfully 

REPORT^ 

That in discharge of the duty assigned them, your Committee 
have, with care, examined the several papers submitted, having ref. 
erence to this important controversy^ While with pleasure they re* 
wpoiad to the kind and liberal sentiments expressed in the communi- 
cations received from the authorities of Georgia, and desire that the 
fiiendly relations now subsisting between these two States, whose 
interests, in other respects, are so closely allied, may continue unin« 
terrupted, your Committee cordially concur in the language and 
apvrit of His Excellency, Governor Moseley, when he says, '* Florida 
does not urge a claim to any of the territory in dispute, because she 
thinks it necessary to her." Florida, believing that the line hat 
Jong siooe bee« designated and £xed, and that no question sbouM 
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pow mrife, cannot submit to, or acquieiee in tnj claim ••( ap lo iIm 
portion of country Ijiog South of the line settled and defined by treat j 
in 1795. Georgia, entertaining a diflTerent riew, urges her claim to 
.a portion of territory, lying, as your Committee beliere, within the 
ijmits of the State oif Florida. Commissioners on the part of their 
respective States having been appointed to settle and adjust this 
matter and /[ailed, your Committee can conceive of no method by 
which this question can be speedily and definitiyely adjusted, other 
than that proposed by the resolutions herewith reported. The faiU 
)]re to settle this controversy by the late coipmission appointed for 
that purpose, is a further evidence of the necessity of submitting the 
case to the Supreme Court of the United States. This, by the 
Constitution of the United States, is constituted the proper tribunal 
to take cogni^nce of this class of cases. Your Committee have no 
particular objection to an agreed cgse^ as recommended by the Re- 
port of the Legislature of Georgia, if such a course is thought ad- 
visible by the Executive of this State. They would suggest, how. 
^ver, that much time and consequent dejay might arise, if such a 
/course should be adopted, and perhaps a second failure. Your 
Committee dovbt whether the Supreme Court would take cognizance 
of an agreed ciise, knowing that all Courts are reluctant to entertain 
any cause, unless brought l^fore them by due process of law. Any 
discusaion of the merits of the controversy in this connection is deem« 
pd unnec.^ssary. The succinct statement of the case given us by 
His Excell^9cy, in bi^ annual message, furqishes all that is essen- 
tial to enable the General Assembly to give a proper direction to the 
question under advisement. 

Your Cqinmit^, in taking leave of this matter, would respect, 
fully urge' upon the Executive his .early attention tp the settlemenjt 
of this controversy. They are induced to make this suggestion, in 
consequence of the peculiar situation of the inhabitants residing up. 
on and near to the disputed territory. At present the conflict of ju# 
risdictio^i betw^n the two States, a$brds a license to crime, incon- 
sistent with th,e i;;i^rest of society, as well as the dignity and supre. 
macy of the law. 

Which is respectfuUy submitted. 

J. P. SANDERSON, 
Ghaim^an of Committee on the State of Comi^on wealth. 

The resolutions accompanying the same, were read the second 
ftime, the rule waived, read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Mr. Floyd, from a Select Coipmittee, presenled the following re. 
port: 

The underslgqed, one of the select committee, to whom was re. 
ferred a bill to be entitled. An act to amend the several acts to raise 
pi Revenue for the State, approved 8th January, 1848, has had the 
same under consideration, and would recommend its passage, with 
!the eqclpsed a^nend^ent as an t^iti^nal section. . 

R« J* F[<OyD» 
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Mr. Sandenon niOTed that laid report and bill be laid upon 4be 
4able; 

On which the .yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Costin, and were •: 

Yeas — Messrs. Burritt, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
D. J. Smith, Tweed and White— 8. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costln, 
Floyd, Forward and J. M. Smith— 8. 

Said motion was lost. 

The House returned Senate bill to be entitled. An act to empower 
William Newsom to assume the mam^ment of his own Estate, as 
lost in the House. 

The House returned Senate resolutions remonstrating against the 
removal of the Military Munitions, Ordnance Stores and Small 
Arms, from the Garrison in the city of St. Augustine, and asking for 
the further protection to the Eastern Frontier of the Peninsula of 
Florida, as passed by the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled* 

The following message from the House was read : 

House Rbprbsbntatives, December 28, 1848. 
MonorMe Pretiieat of the Senate : 

Sir: The House has this day passed Senate bill to be entitled, 
^ An act relating to Capital Punishments," with the enclosed amend* 
ments, and the concurrence of the Senate therein is respectfully re* 
quested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

The Senate disagreed to the amendments of the House. 

The following was also read : 

HousB RBPBasBHTATivBs, Doc. 28, 1848« 
HononMe President of the Senate : 

StR : The House haa this day adopted the enclosed resolution as 
a substitute for Senate ** Resolution for the relief of W. D. Moseley,*^ 
and the concurrence of the Senate therein is requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representativies^ 

The Senate disagreed to the amendments of the House. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the several acts regulating 
Judicial Proceedings, approved January 8, 1848, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to*morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of Occupying Claim- 
ant«. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-roorr 
row. 

On Bfiotion of Hi;. ForwaVd, it appearing froin the Jouma] of thiS 
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Hottie tlmt m\A bill had been ordered to be printed, ttw Seerettrjr 
was inttriicted to call the atteDtion of the House to the 15th joint 
rale, and to enqnire if said bill bad been printed bj order of the 
House, and if so, to saj that no copies had been sent to the Senate, 
in accordance with said 16th joint rale. 

House bill to be entitled, An act rehtting to the mode of appoint* 
ment and duties of Auctioneers : 

On motion of Mr* Floyd, the Senate resolved itself into a Com* 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Burritt in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported pro* 
gress, and asked leate to sit again. 

Which was granted. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the establishment 
of Common Schools in the State : 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole 09 said bill, Mr« White in the Chair. 

Aiier some time spent therein, the committee rose, and bj their 
<^hairman, reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments^ 
and asked to be disdiarged from the farther consideration thereof. 

Said bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Forward moved to strike out all after the enacting clanse, for 
the purpose of offering a substitute. 

On which the yoas and nays were called for by Mesus. Forward 
and Costin, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, J. M. Smith 
—6. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrlch, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Floyd, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White— 12« 

Said motion was lost. 

Ordered that the amendments be engrossed, and said bill, as a* 
tnended, read a third time on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate took a recem until 3 o'clock, 
KM. 

8 o'clock, p. M* 

The Senate resumed its session. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following Report: 

The Committee on Bnrelled Bills beg leave to REPORT as cor« 
foctly enrolled 4 

Resolutions remonstrating against the removal of the Military Mu- 
nitions, Ordnance Stores and Small Arms, from the Garrison in the 
city of St. Augttstine, and asking for further protection of the East- 
em Frontier 4>f;the J^etiinsula of Florida. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

Hoose bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act conceraing 
ttoads and Highways, passed at the adjourned session of 1845, 

Was read the third time^ imd on the question of its passagei the 
jreaa and nays were 1 
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Teas— Mr. President, Messn. Aldrich, Avery, Burritty CoeUn, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sandersoo, D. J» 
Smith, Tweed and White— 14. 

Nayt — None. 

Said bill pasted. Tide as stated. Ordered to be certified Co the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and eh4nge the time of 
holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the third time by its titlOf 
and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were ; 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Costln, Crawford, Moseley, 
Sanderson and Tweed — 7. 

Nays— Messrs. Avery, Floyd and D. J. Smith — 9. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Or<iered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of James M. Bates, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Teas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sander8on» 
Tweed and White— 14. 

Nay— Mr. D. J. Smith— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordened to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act concerning the records of Levy 
County, 

Was read the third iime, and on the question of its passage, tha 
yeas and nays were ; 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Browur 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mose# 
ley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White — 17. 

Nays— None. 

Said bill passed. Title asstated. Ordered that the same be cer*^ 
tified to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the County Commissioners 
of Jackson county to levy a tax sufiiclent to build a aew Court House 
IB said county, and for other purposes. 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following as an additional section, viz : 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That the county of Columbia be 
and is hereby allowed the benefit of the privilege contained in the 
second section of this act. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the " county of Franklin" be inserted after 
" Columbia." 

Mr. Tweed moved to strike out the second section of said bill. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd 
and Ghent, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Lorimer, Mose^ 
ky, Sanderson and Tweed — 8. 
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Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. AJdricb, Austin; Brown, Floyd^ 
Forward, Ghent, D. J. Smith and White— 9. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Sanderson pressed bis amendment. 

The previous qoestion being demanded by Mr. Floyd, the Senate 
refused it. 

Mr. Tweed moved to striice out all after the 1st section ; 

Which motion prevailed, and the bill was ordered to be engross-" 
ed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Resolution relative to copying the Laws^ 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to- authorize the construction of the 
Magnetic Telegrapli^ and providing (or the pioteotion of the same. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, A»act amendatory of Ibe severat acts relatmg 
to Jurors and State Witnesses, 

Was read the second time. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the blank in the 6lh line be filled with' 
"four." 

Ml. Floyd moved that it be filled with '' ten." 

On which the yeas* and illys were called for by M'essrr. Floyd 
and Ghent, and were : 

Y^as"— Mears. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Ghent and 
Lorimer — 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs; Aldrich^ Austin, Crawford, For-^ 
ward, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and Tweed — 10. 

Said motion was loaft. 

Mr. Floyd nM>ved that said blank be filled with " eight." 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Crawford moved that said blank be filled with " five." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs; Floyd 
and Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Crawford, 
Forward, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White— 12. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrsi Costin, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer — 5;' 

Said motion prevailed. 

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for seals for the Circuit Courts 
of this Slate, 

Was' read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to Manufacturing Companies, 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
lieading to-morrow. 

BUI to be entitled, An aict to amend an aet, approved January 4, 
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1847, ^ to gire a lien to steamboat men and others navigating &• 
bavand river of Apalachicola,'' 

Was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to incorporate the Medical Board of Flo* 
rida. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time bj its title, and on the questpon of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldricb, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Bqrritt, Costln, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, Tweed, White 
—13. 

Nay — Mr. Forward — 1. 

Said bill passed — ^title as stated. Ordered that the same be certi. 
fied to the House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to the act of incorporation of 
the town of Milton, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Tweed, read the first time by its title, the 
rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, and on the 
ijuestion of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldricb, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, Tweed, White — 12. 

Navs — Messrs. Austin, Forward, Sanderson, D. J. Smith— 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated: Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

BiU to be entitled. An act to change the Southern boundary line 
of Leon county, 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown^^ 
Burritt, Crawford, Sanderson, Tweed, While — 10. 

Nays— rMessrs. Costin, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. 
Smith — 6. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf 
Rail Road and Canal Company, 

Was, on motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, and Sanderson. 

House bill to be entitled. An act in relation to Pilotage, 

Was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Floyd, indefinitely^ 
postponed. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the Revenue Law of this State 
as regards hawkers, pedlars, and itinerant traders, 

Was read the second time, and on motion of Mr. Forward, refer- 
red to the Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relative to the examinatiooF of the Of" 
fioe of Register of Public Lands^ 
17 
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Was read the f econd time, the rule wai?ed« read a third time bj 
its title, and on the question of ila passage, the yeas and najs weris :' 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austiii, Avery, BroWn, 
Burritt, Cost in, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Mosisley, San* 
derson, D. J. Smith, Tweed and White— 16. 

Nays — ^None. 
. Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the sereral Judges 
of Probate in this State to solemnize the rites of matrimony, and fbt 
other purposes. 

Was read tlie first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays 
were: 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, San* 
derson, D. J. Smith, Tweed and White— 16. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the admlnistratore 
of John W. Dubose, deceased, to sell real estate. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second add third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were: 

^ Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Browft, 
Costin, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, Sandersoti, D.J. Stnith, Tweed 
and White— 13. 

Nays^ — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act compensating Lewis H. Miller 
for taking the census of Holmes county in 1848, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second ^reading to-mor- 
row. 

House bill to be entitled. An act regulating Weights and Measures, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title, ami 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to locate permanently the county 
site of Calhoun county. 

Was, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, read the first time by its ti. 
tie, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to empower George P. Keys, a 
mii^or, to assume the management of his own Estate, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the first time by its title, and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and fiicilitate the construe- 
tioa of a Rail Road firom*some point on the St. M&i/t river,' or tra- 
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ten adjacent thereto,* to Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate 
partpenhipe for that purpose, 

Wat, on motion, made the special order for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Flojd, the rule was waired, and he allowed to 
give notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave to introduce 
E bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the qualified electors of this 
State to elect a Register of Public Lands, and for other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Satvrdat, December 30, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rer. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum bein£ present, on motion of Mr. Sanderson, the read- 
ing of the Journal was dispensed with. 

^ Mr. Bfoseley moved that the resolution of the House, relative to 
the acyouroment of the General Assembly sine die on 23d instant, 
be taken ^m the table, and placed among the orders. 

Which motion ^trevailed. 

On motion of iMr. Tweed, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a blU to be entitled. An act relating to Auctioneers. 

Which was read the first time, and on motion of Mr* Forward, 75 
eopies ordered to be printed. 

Oi^ motion of Mr. Forward, bill to be entitled, An act relating to 
crimes and misdemeanors, and requiring a prosecutor in certain i^ases, 
was taken from the table, and placed among the orders. 

Mr. Forward presented the petition of certain citizens of Alachua 
County, praying the establishment of a new County. 

Which was referred to the select cpmo^ittee having charge of that 
sulject. 

Mr. AJdrich, finom the Committee op Elections, presented a bill to 
be isntitled, An act to change the name of Robert Benjamin Smjth. 
^ Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to- 
mormw. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, pre- 
sented the following report : 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
A House bill entitled. An act to require licenses to be taken out by 
persons, and subjects not hitherto taxed ; also a biU'entitled, An act 
relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and Tax Collectors, and for 
• other purposes ; also, An act to amend the revenue laws of this State, 
as regards hawkers and pedlars and itenerant traders, report : 

T£it they have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
^tmcted me, as their chairman, to report the same without amend* 
iaent,.and recommend the passage of the same. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman, 
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Mr. Sasdenon, firom a Seleet ConndMee, pretented the feUowiog 
report: 

The undertigned, a cnajoritj of the members of a Select Com- 
mittee to whom was referred a ^ bill to be entitled An act to repeal 
an act to amend the several acts to raise a Revenue for this State* 
approved July 24tby 1845, and December 27, 1845, approved Janu. 
arj 8th, 1848," are in favor of the passage of the bill referred to 
them,' if the same can be done without prejudice to the necessary 
Revenue of the State. A bill for the accomplishment of the same 
object, was some ten days since introduced by one of the undersign* 
ed members of this Committee, and referred to the Committee on 
Taxation and Revenue, with a view of eliciting from that Com* 
mittee a fell statement of the financial condition of the State. The 
undersigned believe that the taxes may be reduced the 20 per cent, 
added at the last session of the General Assembly, according to the 
evidence at present before them, but are opposed to any legislation 
upon the Revenue, until the several bills upon that subject, now in 
the hands of the Committee having charge of the same, shall report 
upon them. One of the bills thus referred, proposes an entire change 
in the mode of raising a State Revenue. The bill alluded to '* pre* 
scribes an equal and uniform mode of Taxation," based upon the ad 
valerum principie. Should this bill become the law of the State, 
all the Revenue laws heretofore passed and now in force, will of ne- 
cessity be repealed. The undersigned are in favor of the passage 
of the bill last above referred to; believing that it embraces the true 
catuUtuliondl mode of Taxation. Every cilicen should contribute to 
the support of the State Government, in consideration of the protec* 
tion he receives from that Government, of his property, in proper* 
tion to the actual value of his said property. This^ in the opinion 
of the undersigned, constitutes the true basis of M property taxes. 

In relation to the amendment proposed to the bill by the Uonora* 
ble member of this Committee, who has reported the same to the 
Senate, the undersigned dissent from the reeonmiendation of the 
introducer of the amendment. They do this in consideration of 
many of the reasons above assigned for delay in legislating upon the 
bill referred to the Select Committee. Again, the undersigned are 
opposed to the amendment, because they believe that a capitation 
tax is as just and equal a mode of contribution to State Government 
as any that can be devised. The citizens of this State have entered 
into a State Government for mutual political advantages, and protec* 
tion of their civil rights, to wit : person, property, dec. dec. This 
has been a voluntary compact, entered into for muttial benefits.^^ 
The tax imposed for the successful carrying into effect the State Gou 
vernment thus originated, is in the nature of a voluntary contribu^ 
^ion made for that pufpose, and should be made equal in exact pro* 
portion to the protection and benefit each individual citizen shall 
•receive from the body politic. The person of each citizen is alike 
|>rotected, being themselves equal— enjoying eqtial privileges, exer* 
idsin^an equal voice, and wielding an equal power in the Govern- 
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mult Tke uadenigiied, tbereCure, caaaot ooDceiTe of aay good 
reason why each indiyidual should not contribute equally to Che sup* 
port of that Govenuneat fimn which each is made the recipient of 
the same consideration, the same personal protection and benefits* 
Again — For tke additboal benefits received from the Government 
in the enjoyment and protection of property, the property itself 
should contribute in proportion to its actual value, as a return for the 
protection it receives from the forernment. Thus both the persons 
constituting the body corporate of the State, and the property around 
which the protection and shield of State Government is thrown, 
will alike contribute to the expenses incident to a proper naoage- 
ment and administration of the Government th«J8| and for this pur* 
pose created. This mode of taxation, or in other words, of reoeiving 
the proportionate contribution, is the one contemplated by the Con- 
stitution, and the undersigned hope it may receive tke consideration 
and sanction of the General Assembly. 

J. P. SANDERSON, 
O. M. AVERY. 

Mr. Forward, 6ora a Select Committee, presented the following 
report: 

The Select Committee to whom was referred the Petition of R. R. 
Reid, Esq., and 103 others, praying for the establishment of a new 
county to be called the county of Hilaka, beg leave to report a bill 
for that purpose, and ask to be discharged. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

I have not had an opportunity to examine the above petition and 
bill, and therefore cannot join in the report. 

LOUIS ALDRICH. 

The bill therein reported to be entitled. An act to organise the 
county of Hilaka, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Forward, read the first time by its title and 
75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Floyd, from a Select Committee, reported back the bill to be 
entitled. An act to remove the county site of Walton county, and re^ 
commended its passage. 

The following message from the House was read : 

HovsB OF RnpusBNTATiYxa, December 29, 1648. 
HonorMe President of the Senate : 

Sn : — ^The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled. An act to 
permanently locate the county site of Washington county, and for 
other purposes therein contained, with the enclosed amendment. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfiilly requested. 
Respectfiilly, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives* 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House. Ordered 
ibat said bill be enrolled. 
The following was also read^ 
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HotrsB OF RMnxBBVTJLTintBf Dee. 29, 19i9« 

Won. President of the Senate : 

Sir ^^— The Houie insists upon its amendment td Senate bill enti* 
tied, An act relating to capital punishments. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk HoQse Representatfves. 

On motion, a commiftee, consisting of Messrs. Tweed; Borritt, 
Averj, and Forward was appointed to confer with a similar com- 
.nittee on the part of the House relatire to said bill. 

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency 
the Governor : 

SxNAiv Chaicber, December 80, 1846. 
To his ExcdUncy W. D. Mosblby, Governor, 4*^. ; 

Sir t^— I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the approval of 
your Excellency, ** Resolutions remonstrating against the removal of 
the military munitions, ordnance stores, and small arms from the gar- 
rison in the city of St. Augustine, and asking for further protection 
to the Eastern frontier of the peninsula of Florida," passed by both 
Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by the presiding officers 
thereof. Respectfully, 

C. W. DOWNING, Secretary Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

pill to be entitled. An act to facilitate the construction of a Rail 
Road from some point on the St. Mary's river, or waters adjacent 
thereto, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose. 

Was r3ad the second time. 

Mr. Burritt moved to amend by inserting the words ** not exceed* 
ing fifty miles distant from said river,** after the words " adjacent 
thereto," wherever said words occur. 

Which motion prevailed, and said bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been appointed to wait upon and request the Senate to return to the 
House the bill to be entitled. An act to empower William Newsom, 
a minor, to assume the management of his own estate, which: had 
be€^ returned to the Senate as lost in the House. 

On motion, a committee consisting of Messrs. Tweed, Sanderson, 
«nd White wa» appointed to return sakl bill to the House, which com- 
mittee reported that they had performed the duty assigned them. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to empower George P. Keyes^ a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate. 

Was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-mor- 
row. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to locate permanently the county 
fiite of Calhoun county, and for other purposes. 

Was, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, read the second time by its 
title, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
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Home biU to be entitled, An act te require lioenies to bo taken 
out by pereonsy and subjects not hitherto taxed, 

Wai read the second time. 

Mr* Floyd moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd 
mnd Moseley, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Brown, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, D. J. Smith and 
J.M. Smith— 6. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs.. Austin, Avery, GostinfCfawfbrd^ 
Lorimer, Sanderson, Tweed and White — 9. 

Said motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tweed in the Chair* 

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment, 
and asked to be discharged from the further eonsideration thereof. 

On motion, said bill was referred to a Select Committee^ con- 
sisting of Messnu Floyd, Avery and Sanderson* 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed bills, presented 
tke following Report : 

The Committee on Engrossed BiUs report as correctly engrossed 
tbe fi)llowin£^, to wit : 

An act reuitiog to Manu&ctoring Companies. 

An act to provide for seals for the Circuit Courts of this State. 

An act to amend an act approved January 4, 184Tf giving a lien 
to Steamboatmen and others navigating the Bay and river of Apa- 
lachicola. 

Amendments to House bill, to be entitled. An act to provi<)e for the 
establishment of Common Schools in this State. 

An act amendatory of the several acts relating to I^ror^ an^^t^te 
Witnesses. 

Besolution authoriasing his Excellency the Goyprpor to employ 
a fit person to copy the laws, d^. 

An act to authorize the eonstruction of Magnetic Telegraph, and 
providing for the protection of the same. 

An act relative to the exapnination of the officid q{ Jlpg^ster of 
Public Lands. 

An act for the purpose of levying a ta^ in Jackson cpunt^. 

An act to repeal an act to amend the several acts regulati|i)g Jii^di. 
cial proceedings, approved January 3, 1848- 

W. A. FORWARp, Chairman. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend 
the several acts regulating Judicial Proceedings, approve^d January 
3,1848, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of itspas^a^, the 
jaaa and nays were : 

Yea**-Mr« Presidc^nt, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt^ 
Coslin, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed ^d Whit0 

— la. 
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Nays— Messrs. Areiy and Ghent — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be ceitified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act for the purpose ofloTying a 
tax in Jaeicson eountj, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its pMsage, tke 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Arery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Forward, Lorinwr, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J* 
Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and White~15. 

Nays — ^None. 

Said bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. White, the title was amended by adding after 
the word ^* county," the words *^ for the purpose of building a Court 
House in said county." 

Ordered to be cerUfied to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the construction 
of the Magnetic Telegraph, and providing for the protection of the 
same. 

Was, on motion of Mr. Avery, read the third time by its title, and 
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sander- 
son, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smitli and White— 16. 

Nay — Mr. Forward — 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the several 
acts relating to Jurors and State Witnesses, 

Was rei^ the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brownt 
Burritt, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
D. I. Smithi I. M. Smith and White— 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Floyd and Tweed — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

Engrossed resolution authorizing his Excellency the Governor to 
employ a fit person to copy the laws, &c., 

Was read third time and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the estaUishmenl 
of Common Schools of this State, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Avery, read the third time by iu title, and 
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson D. J. Snnth, Tweedy 
White— 18. 
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Kays — MeMni. Austin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, J. M. Snskli 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to anaend an aot, approved 
January 4, 1847, giving a lien to steamboat men and others naviga* 
ting the bay and river of Apalaohicola, 

Was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, read the third time by its title, and 
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays wore : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sani> 
derson, J. M. Smith, White — 15. 

Nays — Messrs. D. J. Smith and Tweed — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to provide seals for the Cir- 
cuit Courts of this State, was read the third time, and on the ques- 
tion of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Browa, 
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White-^17. 

Nay« — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act relating to Manufacturing 
Companies, was read the third time, and on the question of its pas- 
sage, the yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White-4-11. 

Nays — Messrs. Brown, Costin, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, J. M. 
Smith— 6. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act to amend the 
several acts to raise a Revenue for this State, approved 8th January^ 
1848, was read the second time. 

Mr. Floyd oSered the following as an additional section, viz : 

Sec. 2. Be itfurther enacted^ That so much of the revenue laws 
i>f this State as impose a capitation or poll ta^, be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs.^'-Brown, Costin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. U, 
Smith — 6. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Crawford, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed and White — IL 

Said motion was lost. On motion of Mr. Burritt, Ordered that said 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Bill to be entitled, An act relating to the duties of Tax Asftesiors 
18 
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tnd Tax Collectors, and for other ptirpoMs, was^ on motion of Mr. 
Forward, postponed until Monday next. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the Rerenue Law of this 
State as regards hawkers, pedlars and itinerant traders, was, on 
motion of Mr. Sanderson, referred to the select committee having 
charge of said subject. 

House bill to be entitled. An act regulating Weights and Measures: 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the Senate resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the ^hole on said bill, Mr. Lorimer in the chair. After 
some time spent ther^^in, the committee rose, and by their chairman 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again, which was^ granted, 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved that said bill bo indefinitely postponed ; 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, Ordered that 75 copies of said bill be 
printed. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was read: 

EXECUTTVB DsPARTlCEirr, } 

Tallahassee, Dec. 29, 1848. ) 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of the statement of 
the Southern Life Insurance and Trust Company, by Robt. Lyon, 
Esq., Cashier thereof. Very respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, said message and accompanying doc^ 
nments were laid upon the table. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to Crimes and Misdemeanors, 
and requiring a Prosecutor in certain cases, was read the second 
time. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to strike out all after the enacting clause -y 
which motion was lost. 

Mr.|Tweed moved to strike out the words, ^ except in thoso easea 
hereinafter exempted from the operation of this act," in the 1st sec- 
tion ; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Tweed moved to strike out the 6th section ; which motion 
prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved to strike out the words, ^' or grand juries," 
in the 3d line of the 1st section ; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Tweed nK>ved to strike out all but the 9th section. 

Mr. Floyd moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed ; whieb 
motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to give notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave to intro- 
'doce a bill to be entitled. An act amendatory of the several acts of 
force in this State in relation to trading with slaves. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to remove the county site of Walton 
county, was read the second time, the rule waived, read the third 
tlilie by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Yea»— Mr. President^ Messrs^ Aldrichi Austin, Burritt, CostiA^ 
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Cr»wfi>rd, Flojd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, J. M. 3aii(h 
mod White— Id. 

Nay— Mr. Tweed— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House Preamble and Resolutions asking Congress to establish a 
mail line therein named, were read the irst time, the rule waived, 
read a second and third time, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House Resolution for the reliefof W. J. Fairclotb, was read the 
^rst time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, 
and passed. 

Ordered to be certified te the House. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the election of a 
Register of Public Lands of the of State Florida, by the qualified 
voters within the same 4 which was, on motion, read the first time by 
its title, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

House Preamble and Resolution relative to the establishment of 
certain mail routes therein mentioned, was read the first time, the 
rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, and passed. 
Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House Preamble and Resolution, asking Congress to pass a law 
authorizing the payment of the claim of Rev. John Tucker, for Col. 
Garrison's Battalion of Florida Volunteers, was read the first time 
by its title, the rule waived, read the second and third time by its ti^ 
tie, and passsd. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Bill tolbe entitled. An act to provide for the increase, investment, 
eafe-keeping and disbursement of the Common School Fund : 

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole, the considera- 
tion of said bill, Mr. Burritt in the chair. After some time speni 
therein the committee rose, and by their chairman reported the bill 
back to the Seoate without amendment, and asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof* 

Said bill was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the reliefof Occupying Ciai- 
aumts,was, on motion of Mr. Aldrieh, unanimously recommitted to 
xht Committee on the Judiciary. 

House resolution relative to ihe adjournment of the General As- 
sembly sine die on the 2dd instant, was read the second time ; 

Mr. Sanderson moved that it be laid upon the table, on which the 
yeas and nays being called for by Messrs. Forward and Floyd, were .; 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and Tweed — 10. 

Nays— Messrs. Aldrieh, Brown, Coslin, Floyd, Forward, J. M. 
Smith and White— 7. 

Said motion prevailed. 

House bill to be entitled^ An Act compensating Lewis H. Miller 
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ftf taking t6e census of Holmes County in 1848, was read the second 
time, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Forward moved that the Sentate adjourn until Monday next, 
§ o'clock, A. M. 

Mr. Floyd moved to adjourn until Monday next, 12 o'clock, A. M« 

On which th« yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. D. J. 
Smith and White, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Brown, Costin, Floyd — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J, 
M. Smith, Tweed, White^l4. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday, 11^ o'- 
dock, A. M; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. D. J< 
Smith and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Tweed — 5* 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs* Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Crawfordf 
l^orward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
White— 12. 

Said raotioA was lost. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday^ 1 1^ o'cl^k« 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Costin, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, J. M- 
Smith, Tweed — 7. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Crawford, Forwardf 
Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, White-*^10. 

Said motion was lost^ 

Mr. Burritt moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday, 11 o'. 
clock, A. M., on which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Moseley and Brown, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown,. Burritti 
Costin, J. M. Smith, Tweed — 8. 

Nays-*-^Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Mose- 
ley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, White — 9. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday 10 
o'cloick, A. M. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday lOj^ 
o*clock, A. M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Crawford 
and White, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown^ 
Qurritt, Floyd, Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Costin, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smithy 
White— 6. 

TM Senate a4iourned untjl Monday 10^ o'clock, A. M. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



141 

MonDAT, January 1, 1846. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournnaent. 

Rer. Mr. Penny, officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Moseley, the reading of 
ihe Journal was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act amendatory of the seveial acts in force in this State 
in relation to trading With slaves ; which was read the first time, and 
73 copies ordered to be printed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Ghent introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to dedare Tellow River, in Walton county, a naviga* 
ble stream ; which was read the first time, the rule Waived, read a 
second and third time by its title, and on the (Question of its passage, 
the yeas and n^ were i 

Yeas — Mr. Preddent, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, Tweed and White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said biU passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Forward moved that the Comptroller be requested to furnish 
the Senate with an estimate of the expenses of this State for the next 
two years, distinguishing the amount required for each year. Also 
ail estimate of the probable amount of Revenue to be received during 
the same period binder the existing laws ; which motion prevailed* 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, presented the 
fi>lIowii^ Report; 

The Committee On Enrolled Bills beg leave to Report as correct- 
ly enrolled, a bill to be entitled. An act to permanently locate the 
county site of Washington county, and for other purposes therein con- 
tained. LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

Mr. Aldrich, from a Select Committee, presented the following 
Report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled. An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road and 
Canal Company, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report as a substitute for said bill, a bill to be entitled, An 
act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company, ^ni 
recommend that said stibsUtute be passed by the Senate. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The bill therein reported was, on motion, read the first time by 
its title, laid upon the table, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

The House returned Senate bill to be entitled. An act in relation 
to the contingent expenses of the Supreme and Circuit Court of this 
State, and of the Executive offices, as passed by the House without 
ainendment% 

Ordered to be eni^lled* 
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He following metiage from tke Hoote wai read, and en imUom 
#r Mr. Saodenon the resolntioa wai laid upon the table : 

House Rbpsbskhtatzybs, December 80, 1848. 
Honorable PreMeni of the Senate: 

Snt :— The House have passed the following resolution : 

Resolved^ fthe Senate concurring,) The General Assembly ad- 
journ on Wednesday the 10th day of January next. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

On motion, a committee consisting of Messrs. Tweed, Lorimer, 
and Crawford, were appointed to wait upon and request the House 
to return to the Senate the House biil, which passed the Senate, 
Dec. 29, and was returned to the House. 

Which committee reported that they had perfonaed the duty as- 
signed them. 

The House returned Senate bill to be entitled, An act amendato. 
ry of the several acts of limitation in force in this State, with a 
message stating that said bill had been indefinitely postponed in the 
House. 

The following message from the House was also read : 

HousB Rbfrbssntatiybsi Dec. 29, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sis:-*-The House have appointed Messrs. Wallier, Shine and 
Maxwell, a committee of conference, to act with a similar committee 
of the Senate upon the disagreement as to Senate resolution for the 
relief of Wm. D. Moseley. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Cleric House Representatives. 

On motion, Messrs. Avery, White and Aldrich were appointed a 
committee to confer with said committee on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule was waived, and he allow* 
^ to present the following report : 

Mr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled, ** An act to amend the Revenue Laws of this 
fitate as regards hawlcers, pedlars and itinerant traders," report the 
same back to the Senate without amendment, and recommend its 
passage* 

J. P. SANDERSON, 
Chairman Select Committee. 

Mr^ Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed : 

An act to provide for the increase, investment, safe-keeping and 
disbursement of the Common School Fund, and 

An act to encourage and facilitate the construction of a Rail Road 
from some point on the St. Mary's River, or waters adjacent thereto, 
to Pensacolaf and to authorize and regulate Partnerships for that 
purpose. 

W. A. FORWARD, Chairman. 
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A Comnittee f!rM& the House retained House biO to be entided. 
Ad act to alter and change the time of holding the Circuit Courts m 
the Middle District. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the increase, 
inToslment, safe keeping and disbursement of the Common School 
Fund, was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
jreas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. 
Smith and Tweed— 13. 

Nay — Mr. Lorimer — 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate 
the construction oi a Rail Road from some point on the St. Mary's 
River, or waters adjacent thereto, to Pensacola, and to authorise and 
regulate Partnerships for that purpose, was read the third time, and 
on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed 
and White— 18. 

Nays — Messrs. Burritt and Forward — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessora 
and Tax Collectors, and for other purposes, was read the second time. 

Mr. Forward moved to strike out the second section, and insert la 
Beu thereof the following, viz : 

Sac. 2. BeUfwrtherentKtedj That whenever any Tax Collector 
shall die, resign, or go out of office before he shall have completed 
the eeUectiott of the taxes which he undertook to collect, his suc« 
eessor in office, or any officer authorized by law to discharge the 
duties of such office in such case, shall proceed in the collection of 
the same in the same manner that the Tax Collector undertaking 
the same might have done, and shall sell all property advertised by 
his predecessor or predecessors, and execute the necessary deeds or 
titles to purchasers. 

House bill to be entitled, An act compensating Lewis H. Miller 
for taking the census of Holmes County in 1848, was postponed un^ 
til to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to empower George P. Keyes, m 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, was read the 
third time, and on the question of its passage, the yeas aiid nays were » 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Crawford, Lori« 
mer, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White--^. 

Nays— Messrs. Avery, Costin, Floyd, Forwaid, Moseley, Sandev^ 
smnJ. M.Smith— 7, 
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Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to locate permanently the countjr 
site of Calhoun county, and for other purposes, was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to amend the revenue law of this State 
as regards hawkera, pedlars, and itinerant traders, was read the se- 
cond time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to change the name of Robert Benja- 
min Smith, was read the seeond time, the role waived, read a third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage^ the yeas and nays 
were: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avejy, Costin, For- 
ward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, and White— 13. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waived and he allowed to 
move a reconsideration of the vote had on the 29th ult., on House 
bill to be entitled, An act to alter and change the time of holding 
the Circuit Courts in the Middle District. 

Which motion prevailed, and said bill was referred to a Select 
Committee, consisting of Messrs. J. M. Smith, Moseley and Lori- 
ner. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate took a recess for 10 minutes. 

At the expiration of which time the Senate resumed its session* 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that the House 
was ready, according to previous joint resolution, to proceed to the 
election of an U. S. Senator and Solicitors for the several Judicial 
Circuits of this State. 

Whereupon the Senate proceeded to the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, and, on invitation of the Speaker, the President as* 
sumed the Chair. 

The President having declared the olgect of the joint meeting of 
the General Assembly, announced that nominations were in order 
for the ofiice of Senator of the U. States. 

Mr. Scott nominated George T. Ward, of Leon county. 

Mr. Tweed nominated Jackson Morton, of Escambia county. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Ward — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, and White — 8. 

Members of the House — 19. Total 27. 

For Morton — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costing 
Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith and Tweed — 10. 

Members of the House— 19. Total — 29. 

Blank (House) — 2. 

TheKe was no election. 



Digitized by 



Google 



145 

8SC0ND VOTIKO. 

For Ward — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, 6he«t, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and White — 8. 

Members of the House— 1 9. Total— 27. 

Far Morton — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costiut 
Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith and Tweed— 10. 

Members of the House— 20. Total— 80. 

Blank (House) — 1. 

The President declared Jaekson Morten, of Escantbia county, du- 
ly elected to the Senate of the United States. 

Ordered that the same be certified to His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. Bryant moved that the joint meeting adjourn until to-morrow, 
12 o'clock, M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. White 
and D. J. Smith, and were z 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs, Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt^ 
Costin, Floyd and Tweed— 8. 

Members of tho House — 6. Total — 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer^ 
Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and White— 9. 

Members of the House— 33. Total 42. 

Said motion was lost. 

The President having announced that nominations were in order 
for the office of Solicitor of the Eastern Circuit of this State, 

Mr. Scott nominated John P. Sanderson, of Columbia county. 

Mr. Langford nominated Samuel Spencer, of Jefferson county. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Sanderson — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, D. J. SmiA, Tweed, White— IL. 
Members of the House— 26. Total— 37. 

For iSpencer.-Messrs. Moseley and J. M. Smi(h''-2. Members 
of the House...5. Total-.-T. 

Blcuik — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Forward, Sanderson—5. 
Members of the House— 11. Total..-16. 

Mr. Sanderson was declared duly elected Solicitor for the Eastera 
Judicial Circuit of this Slate. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the joint raeetiog adjourn until to-morrow 
12 o'clock, M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Water- 
ston and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Avery, Brown, Costin, Floyd, Tweed— 5. Mem- 
bers of the House, 5. Total, 10. 

Nays— ilfr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Burritt, Crawford, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M, Smith, 
White— 13. itfembers of the House, 34. Total, 47. 

Said motion was lost. 

itfr. Long moved that the joint meeting proceed to the election ef 
a Solicitor for the ilfiddle Judicial Cjreuk. 
1^ 
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On which the yeas and nays wore called for by Messrs. Baldwin 
and Daniel, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, Loriroer, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, Tweed, White — 8. Members of the House— 18. Total 26. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith— 10. Members of 
the the House — 19. Total 20. 

Said motion was lost. 

On motion, the joint meeting proceeded to the election of a Soli- 
citor for for the Western Circuit. 

Mr. D. J. Smith nominated James Landrum, of Walton County* 

Mr. Moseley nominated Allen H. Bush, of Jackson County. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Landrum — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lori- 
mer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, White — 7. Members of the House 
—18. Total 25. 

For Bush — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley, J. M. Smith, 10. Members of the House, 
19. Total 29. 

Blank, Mr. Tweed, I. Members of the House, 2. Total 8. 

There was no election. 

SECOND VOTINa. 

For Landrum — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lori- 
mer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, White — 7. Members of the House, 
18. Total 25. 

For Bush — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley, J. M. Smith — 10. Members of the 
House, 19. Total 29. 

Blank, Mr. Tweed, I. JIfembers of the House, 2. Total 8. 

ifr. Burritt moved that Allen H. Bush, having received 29 votes, 
be declared duly elected, under the Constitution of this State, Soli* 
citor for the Western Judicial Circuit. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by ilfessrs. Forward 
and J. M. Smith, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Avery and Burritt — 2. JIfembers of the House, 
1. Total 3. 

Nays — Mr, President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, ilfoseley, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, J. M. Smith, White, 16. Members of the House, 37. 
Total 43. Said motion was lost. 

Mr, Ghent moved that the joint meeting adjourn until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, A. M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Knowles 
and Waterson, and were : 

Yeas — ^Messrs. Avery, Ghent, Moseley, Tweed, 4. 

Nays — ^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, White, 14 ; members of the House, 39. Total 53. 
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Said motion was lost* 

The joint meeting proceeded to a third voting. 

Fw Landrum — ^r. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lori. 
mer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, White, 7 ; members of the House, 21. 
Total 28. 

For Bush — ilfessrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, JIfoselej, J. M. Smith, 10 ; members of the House, 
17. Total 27. 

Blank, Mr. Tweed, 1 ; members of the House, 1. Total 2. 

There was no election. 

Mr. Burritt moved that the Election be postponed until to-mor- 
row, 12 o'clock, M. ; which motion was lost. 

Mr. English moved that the Election be postponed for one hour ; 
which motion was lost. 

Mr. Baldwin moved that the joint meeting take a recess until 8 
o'clock ; which motion was lost. 

Mr. English moved that the Election be postponed until 3 o'- 
clock ; which motion was lost. 

The joint meeting proceeded .to a 

FOURTH VOTING. 

For Landrum — ilfr. President, 3fe88rs. Austin, Crawford, Lori- 
mer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and White, 7. itfembers of the House, 
20. Total, 27. 

For Bush — Jfessrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Floyd, Forward, Ghent, itfoseley, J. M. Smith — 10. itfembers of 
the House, 17. Total, 27. 

Blank — ^ilfr. Tweed, 1. JIfembers of the House, 2. Total, 3. 

There was no election. 

On motion, the joint meeting took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock, p. h. 
The joint meeting resumed its session, and proceeded to a 

FIFTH VOTING. 

For Landrum — JWr. President, 3fes8rs. Austin, Crawford, Lori- 
oier» Sanderson, D. J. Smith and White — 7. itfembes of the House, 
20. Total 27. 

For Bush — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, J. 3f. Smith— 8. Afembers of the House, 16. Total, 24. 

Blank, Mr. Tweed, 1 : members of the House, 1. Total 2. 

There was no election. 

Mr. Tweed moved that the election for the several Solicitors be 
postponed until Wednesday next, 12 o'clock, M, ; which motion was 
lost. 

Mr. Tweed moved that the election of Solicitor for the Western 
Judicial Circuit be postponed until Wednesday next, 12 o'clock, M. ; 
which motion was lost. 

The joint meeting proceeded to a 
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«IXTH VOTING. 

Fwr Landrvm—Mr. President, itfessra. AuBtin, Crawford. Lorf^ 
tfkier, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White—S. itfembers of the 
House, 21. Total 29. 

For Bush'-Mewn. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, ilfoseley, J. M. Smith— 9. itfembers of (he House, 17« 
Total 26. 

Blank, Mr. Tweed, 1 : members of the House, 1. Total, 2. 

There was no election. 

SEVBNTH rOTVKO. 

For Landrum-'Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, LorN 
mer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White...8. Members of the 
House, 21. Total 29. 

For Bush'-'Meun. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, ilfoseley, J. 3f. Smith— 9. ilfembers of the House, 17# 
Total 26. 

Blank, ilfr. Tweedf, 1 : members of the House, 1. Total 2. 

There was no election. 

Mr. English moved that the election be postponed until Wednes- 
day next, 12 oVlock, M., which motion was lost. 

BIOHTH VOTING. 

For Landrum-^Mr. President, itfessrs. Austin, Crawford, Lori* 
mer, Sandersoir, D# J. Smith, Watt* and White — B. itfembers of 
the House, 21. Total 29. 

For Bush — ilfessrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Afoseley and J. M, Smith— 9. ilfembers of the House, 
17. Total 26* 

Blank— ilfr. Tweed, I . Members of the House, 1« Total 2. 

There was no election. 

NnVTH VOTING. 

For IfUnJrtmt-^Mr. President, ilfessrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts and White, 8. Members of the 
House, 21. Total 29. 

For Bush — ilfessrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burrkt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith, 9. ilfembers of the House, 17. 
Total 26. 

Blank— ilfr. Tweed, 1. ilfembers of the House, I* Total 2. 

There was no election. 

TENTH VOTING. 

Fcfr Landrum^^Mr, President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Ghent, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts and White, 9. Memhen 
ofthe House, 21. ToUl 30. 

For BtwA-..- Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Floyd. Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith, 9. ilfembers of the House^ 
17. Total 26. 

Blank»-ilfr. Tweed, 1 ; members ofthe House, 1. Total 2* 
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Mr. James Laodrum was declared duly elected Solicitor for the 
Western Judicial Circuit of this State. 

On motion, the joint meeting proceeded to the election of a Soli- 
citors for the JIfiddle Judicial Circuit. 

3fr. Jones nominated Samuel B. Stephens, of Gadsden county. 

Mr. Ifoseley nominated Barton C. Pope, of itfadison county. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Stephen8'*-Mr, President, ilfessrs. Austin, Avery, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White— 9. itfembers of 
the House, 22. Total, 31. 

For Pope — ilfessrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costrn, Floyd, Forward, 
Ghent, itfoseley, J. ilf. Smith, Watts— 9. ilfembers of the House, 
15. Total 24. 

Blank—iftfr. Burritt, 1. Members of the House, I. Total 2. 

Mr. Samuel B. Stephens was declared duly elected Solicitor for 
the Middle Judicial Circuit of this State. 

On motion, the joint meeting proceeded to the election of a Soli- 
tor for the Southern Judicial Circuit. 

ilfr. iSummerlin nominated Ossian B. Hart, of ilfonroe county. 

JIfr. English nominated Jlfariano D. Papy, of Leon county. 

3fr. Jlfosely nominated William H. Cooper, of Columbia county. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Hart — Mr, President, JIfessrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Craw. 
ford, Lorimer, iSanderson, D. J. fi>mith, Tweed, Watts, White— 11 ; 
members of the House, 22 ; total 33. 

For Popy— JIfessrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Ghent, J. M. fi^mith— 7 ; members of the House, 16 ; total 23. 

For Cooper—Mr. itfoseley— 1 ; members of the House, 2 ; total 8« 

Mr. Ossian B. Hart was declared duly elected Solicitor of the Sou- 
thern Judicial Circuit of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the joint meeting adjourned, and the Se- 
nate returned to their chamber. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of Mary Ann Har- 
din and Jtfirs. Burnett, was read the first time, the rule waived, 

read a second and third time by its title, and on the question of its 
passage the yeas and nays were : 

Teas— itfr. President, Jtfessrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown^ 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, JIfoseley, Sanderson, J. 
M. Smith, Tweed, Watts and White— 16. 

Nay— itfr. D. J. Smith— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to change the^ 
Northern line of St. Lucie County, was read the first time, the rule' 
waived,, read a second and third time by its titlci and on the ques- 
tion of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — JIfr. President, Jtfessrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Jlfo^leyi Sanderson^ J. M. 
Smith, Tweed, Walts and White— 15. 
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Nay— ilfn D. J. Smith, 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer^ 
tified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to change certain precincts in 
Columbia County, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a se- 
cond and third time by its title, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— 3fr. President, Measn. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, itfbseley, San- 
derson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts and White, 17. 

Nay...Afr. D. J. 5?mith— 1. 

StLid bill passed ; title as stated ; ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to incorporate the Florida and 
Georgia Rail Road Company, was, on motion, read the first time by 
its title, the rule waived, read a second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Corporations. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate Inter- 
nal Improvements, and to authorize and regulate Partnerships for 
that purpose. 

Was, on motion, read the first time by its title, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of itfr. Ghent, the ^Senate adjourned until to-morrow 10 
o'clock, A. M. 



Tuesday, January 2, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of 
the Journal wa^ dispensed with. 

The following communication was transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor : 

Seitatb Chamber, January 2, 1849. 
His Excellency W. D. Moselet, Chvemor^ cf-c. 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit for the approval of your Ex- 
cellency, bill to be entitled. An act to permanently locate the county 
site of Washington county, and for other purposes therein contained, 

Passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed 
by the presiding oflicers thereof. 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 

The following was ordered to be spread upon the Journal : 

The Senator from Leon voted against the bill to be entitled. An 
act to provide for the increase, investment, safe keeping, and dis* 
bursement of the common school funds, not because he is opposed to 
the enactment of a law ft> establish and provide for the payment of 
schools throughout the State, but for the reason that he believes the 
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Legislature has no eight to dispose of funds arising from the sales of 
the 16th sections* nor to sell those lands, unless bj a special act of 
Congress. J. H. T. LORIMER. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Tweed introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to define the eastern l}oundary of the county of Santa 
Rosa. 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time 
bj its title, and referred to a select committee consistiog of Messrs. 
Tweed. Avery, and Ghent. 

Mr. Watts gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend the law of attach- 
ment in force in this State. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was recommitted the 
bill to be entitled, " An act for the relief of Occupying Claimants," 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report it back to the Senate with the following amendments. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
On motion the bill as amended was laid upon the table, and 75 
copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed bills, presented 
the following Report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed, 

An act to amend the revenue laws of this State as regards haw- 
kers and pedlars and itinerant traders, and 

An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and Tax Collectors, 
and for other purposes. 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 
Mr. Ghent, firom a Select Committee, presented the following re- 
port: 

The select committee, to whom was referred the petition of Thos. 
Liscoe, a citizen of Walton county, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and beg leave to report the accompanying bill to be enti- 
tled. An act to amend the revenue laws in force in this State, and 
recommend that the same be passed by the Senate. 

JOHN GHENT, Chairman. 
The bill therein reported, was, on motion, read the first time, the 
rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, and on the ques- 
tion of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. 
J. Smith, J. M. Smith, WatU and White— 17. 
Nays — None. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was 
read: " 
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EzBcunvE Office, j 



Tallahassee, Jan. 2, 1849. I 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 

The following Acts and Resolutions, passed during your present 
session, are approved, to wit : 

Resolution authorizing (he Governor to appoint a Commissioner to 
investigate the claims of Captain George £. McClelland's company 
for services rendered, and forage and subsistence furnished during 
the Florida war ; 

Resolutions urging upon Congress the passage of a law granting 
land to the officers and soldiers who served in the Indian war in Flo- 
rida : 

Resolution urging upon Congress the payment of certain compa- 
nies of Florida volunteers ; 

Resolutions providing for the refunding of certain overpaid taxes; 

Resolutions remonstrating against the removal of the military mu- 
nitions, ordnance stores and small arms, from the garrison in the 
city of St. Augustine, and asiiing for further protection to the East- 
ern frontier of the Peninsula of Florida ; 

An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on State lands; 

An act to establish the records of the county of Jackson^ and for 
other purposes ; 

An act requiring Solicitors to maiie reports of the state and pro- 
gress of cases, civil and criminal, in which the State is a party; 

An act to declare East River, in Walton county, a navigable 
stream; 

An act to repeal the road laws in and for the county of Franklin ; 

An act to provide for the sale of the sixteenth sections granted by 
Congress to the State for the Public Schools, and for consolidating 
the School Fund ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to prevent the circulation 
of change bills; 

An act to incorporate St. John's Lodge, No. 12, in the city of St« 
Augustine ; ^ 

An act to locate the county site of Benton county ; 

An act to establish the county lines of St. John's ; 

An act to empower Green R. Farmer and William T. Pebles to 
assume the management of their own estates. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act relating to the duties of Tax 
Assessors and Tax Collectors, and for other purposes. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Costin, Forward, Moseley^ 
Sanderson, D. J. Smith,^ Watts and White^9. 
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Nays — Messri. Avery, BurriU, Crawford, Floyd, Loriiwer, J. M. 
8mitb and Tweed — 7. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to amend the Revenue Law 
of this State, as regards Hawkers, Pedlars and Itinerant Traders, 

Was read tb« third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritf^ 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts and While— 17. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Titl^ as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to locate permanently the county 
kite pf Calhoun county, and for other purposes. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Meyrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, 
Walts and White— 13. 

Nay» — Messrs. Brown, Costin, Floyd and Forward-~4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act compensating Lewis H. Miller 
for taking the census of Holmes county in 1848, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— ^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin^ Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, 
Watts and White— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Costin, Forward, Moseley and J. M. Smith-^4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be cer- 
tified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to encourage and facilitate Inter- 
nal Improvements, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that 
fMjrpose, was, on motion of Mr. Moseley, made the special order for 
to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act relating to the mode of appoint, 
ment and duties of Auctioneers. The Senate, in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of said bill, Mr. Burritt in the 
Chair. After some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and by 
their Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again ; 
which was granted. 

Mr. Ghent moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Costin 
and Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Crawford, Floyd, 
Ghent^* Lorimer, D. J. Smith, White — ^. 
2d 
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Naj8 — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Forward, Mose. 
ley, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts — 10. 

Said motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to move that the House resolution, relative to the adjournment sine 
die of the General Assembly on the 10th instant, be taken from the 
table, and placed among the orders. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Said resolution was read a second time. 

Mr. White moved to amend by inserting " 12th" in lieu of** lOlh." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Crawford, 
Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White-^11. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, 
Moseley, D. J. Smith — 8. 

Said motion prevailed. 

Said resolution was, on motion, passed over informally to be called 
up at any time at the will of the Senate. 

The following communication from Aie Comptroller was read : 
Comptrolleb's Officb, January 2, 1649. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : — I have the honor to enclose herewith an estimate of the 
income and expenditure of this State for this and the next fiscal year, 
in accordance with resolution passed by the Senate the 1st instant. 
I am, dec, very respectfully, 

SIMON TOWLE, Comptroller. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, ordered that 250 copies of the ac- 
companying documents be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule was waived, and he al- 
lowed to introduce the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, a Rail Road is about to be constructed from the St. 
Mary's River, on the Atlantic Coast, to Cedar Keys on the Gulf, 
thereby rendering it highly important that every facility to com- 
merce should be ^/forded at that point, as a port : And wltereas^ 
the nearest port of entry and delivery is St. Marks, a distance of a 
hundred miles from Cedar Keys : And whereas^ great inconveni. 
cnce and delay is now occasioned, without any corresponding good 
to the citizens residing in that section of country, and doing business 
at that point, in consequence of the port of Cedar Keys not being a 
port of entry and delivery. Therefore 

Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Stale of Florida^ in General Assembly convened^ That our Senators 
and Representative in Congress be requested to procure the estab- 
lishment ofa port of entry and delivery at Cedar Keys, on the Gulf of 
Mexico, situate in Levy county. 

Be itfurtlier Resolved^ That certified copies hereof, signed by the 
proper officers of the General Assembly, be transmitted by the Go- 
vernor to our Senators and Representative in Congress. 
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Which were read the first time, the rule waived, read a second 
and third time by their title, and passed. 

Ordered to be certi6ed to the House. 

The following communication was transmitted to his Excellency 
the GoTernor : 

House of Representatives, January 1, 1848. 
To His Excellency W. D. Mosbley, Governor, ^c. : 

Sis — We have the honor to inform your Excellency that at a Joint 
meeting of the General Assembly, held this day, for the purpose of 
electing an United States Senator, and Solicitors for the several Judi* 
cial Circuits of this State, Mr. Jackson Morton, of Escambia county, 
MTos declared duly elected Senator to the Congress of the United 
Sutes ; • 

Mr. John P. Sanderson, of Columbia county, was declared duly 
elected Solicitor for the Eastern Judicial Circuit ; 

Mr. James Landrum, of Walton county, was declared duly elected 
Solicitor for the Western Judicial Circuit ; 

Mr. Samuel B. Stephens, of Gadsden county, was declared duly 
elected Solicitor for the Middle Judicial Circuit ; 

And Mr. Ossian B. Hart, of Monroe county, was declared duly 
elected Solicitor for the Southern Judicial Circuit of this State. 
Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 
W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. White, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 
o'clock, A. M. 



Wednesday, January 3, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Aldrich, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment 
of the salary, travelling and other expenses of the Register of the 
Public Lands, out of the public moneys in his hands; 

Also, a bill to be entitled. An act in relation to the Comptroller's 
Office; 

Which were read the first time, and ordered to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Costin presented the memorial of certain citizens of Duval 
county, which was read, and referred to a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Costin, Forward and Tweed. 

Mr. Crawford oflTered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolvedj (the Senate concurring,) That the General Assembly 
proceed, on Friday next, 1? o'clock, M., to the election of Attorney 
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General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Register, and 
Clerkof the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Flojd, from the Committee on Corporations, presented the 
following Report : 

The Committee on Corporations, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An act to incorporate the Florida and Georgia Rail Road 
Companj, have had the same under consideration, and report the 
same back, with an amendment. 

R. J. FLOYD, Chairman. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, pre* 
sented the following Reports : 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled, An act providing for the purchase, on the part 
of the State, of lands offered for «ale for taxes, 

REPORT: 

That they have examined said bill, and have instructed me as Chair- 
man, to report the same back, with the following amendment, to 
wit : — Strike out in the second line of the fourth section the word 
** three," and insert one ; strike the 9 off the word years — so as to 
make it read ono year-*and ask to be discharfi^ed from the further 
consideration of the subject. T. M. WHITE, Chairman. 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was refered 
a bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the several acts now in 
force in relation to the assessment and collection of the Revenue, 

REPORT; 

That they have examined the subject, and have come to the con- 
clusion that the Revenue would be more certainly collected and paid 
into the Treasury, by imposing both the dutj of Assessor and Collec- 
tor in the poorer counties on the Sheriffs of such counties. They 
therefore report a substitute for said bill, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

T. M. WHITE, Chairman. 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Craven G. Fife, Clerk Circuit Court of Jefferson 
county, asking the General Assembly to make provision for the pay- 
ment of his account, amounting to $23 93; also, another petition of 
the said Fife and Ja.Ties R. Tucker, Sheriff of the county aforesaid, 
asking that provision be made for certain other accounts, 

REPORT: 

That they have carefully examined the subject, and find that the 
account alluded to in the first petition, was for fees in cases of the 
State v«. Henry Popell, and the State vs. George Moore) for assault 
and battery, and for issuing subponaes and swearing witnesses to go 
before the Grand Jury, Fall Term of said Court, 1846. This ac- 
count was allowed by Judge Douglass. The Comptroller has felt it 
bis dut^ to disqillow the pharjges fur t)ie fees in cases of indicts 
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ment, because the law requires that these fees shall be paid bj the 
prosecutor | the iteiqs for issuing subpoenas, and swearing witnesses* 
were suspended for further information. The items of Clerk's fees 
in the account alluded to in the other petition was for fees in cases 
the State vs, John Staffi)rc)» and the same vs. W. Anderson, indicted 
for assault and battery, at Fall Term, 1848, amounting to 810 90« 
disallowed by the Comptroller, for the reason that the prosecution 
failed, whereby the prosecutor became liable. The accounts of the 
said James R. Tucker, Sheriff, are for fees in the aforesaid cases of 
the State vs, Popell and Moore, amounting to 812 58, disallowed by 
the Comptroller for the same reasons which compelled him to disaU 
low the accounts of the said Tucker. Although the law does not 
justify the Comptroller in the allowance of such charges against the 
State*, yet your Committee are satisfied that they are just and equita- 
ble, and ought to be paid. They therefore report a bill to be enti« 
tied. An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife and Jan^es R. Tucker, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub* 
ject TrlOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman, 

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presented the folbw- 
ing Report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the Res- 
olution, that the election of Judges for the several Circuits shall be 
held on Wednesday, the 3d day of January, 1849, with instructions 
to said committee to report at an early day, respecting the propriety 
of electing Judges at the present session of the General Assembly, 
have had the same under consideration and have instructed me to 

REPORT: 

That by the 12th section of the 5th Article of the Constitution it 
is provided, that ** at the expiration of five years" from the first ses- 
sion of the General Assembly, Judges shall be elected to succeed 
those elected at the first session. 

The language used is plain and explicit. If it is meant that thoso 
Judges may be elected before the expiration of five years, the Con- 
stitution has not only failed to express that meaning, but has employ, 
ed plain and unambiguous language to express quite a different 
thing. The Constitution may not have intended that these Judges 
should be elected at the expiration of five years, but, that it says so, 
no one can doubt. 

No argument need be used to prove that the Constitution means 
what it says, until some reasons are presented to show that it means 
otherwise. The reason presented, (and the committee believe, the 
only one,) to shew that it means otherwise, is founded in supposed 
public Incyivenience. It is said, the Legislature will not be in ses- 
sion at the expiration of the said dve years, unless called together for 
the express purpose of electing these Judges. This is doubtless so» 
Whether the Convention anticipated this supposed inconvenience or 
not, no one is able to say — but, if they did, they did not provide a. 
gainst it, b^ declaring that the electiop should take place at the ext 
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piratioii of five years from the first session. The inconvenience 
which is the result of the law, is used as an argument to prove that 
the law itself has no existence. If, however, the Convention did not 
anticipate the inconvenience, then no reason is perceived why they 
should not have intended precisely what they say. It is admitted 
that what the Constitution says, be it never so explicit, must be dis- 
idgarded, if it is clearly and beyond doubt ascertained that it means 
otherwise. 

The Committee have been most anxious to give a construction to 
this clause of the Constitution which would seem most to conduce to 
public convenience, and without bemg able to see clearly that the one 
construction or the other will be productive of serious inconvenience, 
after much care and anxious deliberation on the subject, and with a 
sincere desire to arrive at the true meaning and intention of those 
who framed the Constitution, they are inclined to the opinion that 
they intended that this power should not be exercised by any 
legislature before the expiration of five years after the election of 
Ji^ges at the first session of the General Assembly. The Commit- 
tee have reason to believe that the people of this State, through their 
representatives in the Convention, intended to reserve to them* 
selves by constitutional compact and agreement, the full term of five 
years from and after the first election, within which to ascertain and 
select talent, probity and wisdom most suitable to fill the Judicial 
Bench for life or good behavior. They incline to the opinion, there, 
fore, that the constitutional power to elect Judges of the Circuit 
Courts of this State to succeed those now in ofiice, when their times 
shall have expired, cannot be exercised by this Legislature at its 
present session. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Mr. Floyd, from a Select Committee, reported back to the Se- 
nate, House bill to be entitled. An act to require licenses to be taken 
out by persons and subjects not hitherto taxed, and recommended its 
passage. 

The House returned the following Senate bills and resolutions as 
passed by the House without amendment, viz : 

Bill to be entitled. An act to empower William Newsom, a mi^ 
nor, to assume the management of his own estate ; 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the purpose of levying a 4ax in 
Jackson county, for the purpose of building a Court House in said 
county •• 

Bill to be entitled, An act to change the name of Robert Benjamin 
Smith ; 

Resolutions relative to the boundary line between Georgia and 
and Florida ; • 

Resolution authorizing His Excellency the Governor to employ a 
fit person to copy the Laws, 6cc, ; 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

The following message from the House was read ; 
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HousB RspRssBNTATXYBS, December 19, 1848. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sib — ^The House has passed Senate bill (o be entitled, An act re- 
docing the salary of the Governor's Private Secretary, with the fol* 
lowing amendment : 

In section second, second line, afler the word Florida, insert the 
words in " General Assembly convened/* 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

Said amendment was concurred in by the Senate, and the bill 
ordered to enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, engrossed bill to be entitled. An act 
prescribing a general method for the issuing of licenses, and the 
payment of the tax thereon, was taken from the table, and placed 
among the Orders. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to encourage and facilitate In« 
temal Improvements, and to authorize and regulate Partnerships for 
that purpose, was read the second time, and ordered to a third read* 
ing to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act amendatory of the several acts of force 
in this State relative to trading with slaves. 

On motion of Mr. Moseley the Senate resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Sanderson in the Chair. 

Afler sometime spent therein, the Committee rose and by their 
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Which was granted. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to authorize and provide for the election 
of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida by the qualified 
voters within the same. 

On motion of Mr. Avery the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Tweed in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, 
and asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was read a second time. 

Mr. White moved to amend by striking out ** May" in 4th line of 
2d section, and inserting in lieu thereof** October." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Costin, and were: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. 
Smith, Tweed and White— 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Moseley, J. M. Smith and Watts — 9. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Floyd offered the following as an additional section, viz : 
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Sbc. 3. Be U further enacted^ That in case of death orresigna^ 
tion of the Register as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Governoi' 
to fill such Tacancj by appointment ; and the person so appointed 
shall give the same bond as is prescribed by this act, and be under 
the same penalties as is now prescribed by law, and who shall con^ 
tinue in said office until his successor be elected and qualified under 
this act; and that the amount of the bond to be given by the Regis^ 
ter of this State shdl be in the sum of fifly thousand dollars, and to 
be approved of by the Governor of this State. 

Which was adopted, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act relating to Auctioneers: 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate resolved itself into a Con:< 
raittee of (he Whole on said bill, together \iith House bill to be en- 
titled. An act relating to the mode of appointment and duties of Auc- 
tioneers, Mr. Aldrich in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bills back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideraton thereof. 

Mr. Tweed ofiTered the following amendment : 
* Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That hereafter it shall be lawful 
for any Auctioneer, duly qualified by law to act as such, to sell any 
lands, goods, wares, or merchandize by deputy ; said Auctioneer be- 
ing held responsible for such sales as if made by himself. 

Which was lost. 

Mr. Austin moved that said House bill to be entitled. An act rela^ 
ting to the mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers, be in- 
definitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Moseiey 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, D. J. Smith — 3. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Costin> 
Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseiey, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed. 
Watts, White— 14. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Austin moved that the bill to be entitled, An act relating to 
Auctioneers, be indefinitely postponed. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the benefit of Craven G. Fife and 
James R. Tucker, was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act providing for the purchase, on the part 
of the State, of lands offered for sale for taxes, was read the second 
time, the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and on the ques« 
tion of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burrif, 
Costin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseiey, Sanderson, D. J* 
Smith, Watts, White— 14. 

Nays — None* 
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Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to require licenses to be takes 
out by persons, and subjects not hitherto taxed, was read the second 
time. 

Mr. Tweed moved to amend by striking out " court,** at the end 
of the last section, and inserting in lieu thereof "jury." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act prescribing a general method 
for the issuing of licenses, and the payment of the tax thereon, was 
read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the words, " with two or more sure- 
ties, to be approved in writing by such clerk and sberiflT," in the third 
and fourth lines of the fourth section, were unanimously stricken out. 

On the question of the passage of said bill, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smithy 
WatU, WWle— 13. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Floyd, J. M. SmitlH«-3. . 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to th«' 
House. 

Substituted bill, as reported by the Committee on Taxation and 
Revenue, to be entitled. An act amendatory of the several acts now 
In force in relation to the assessment and collection of the revenue. 

Ordered that 75 copies be printed. 

House Bill to be entitled An act to alter and amend the Militia 
Laws of this State, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a 
second time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Militia. 

House Bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act concerning 
Roads and Highways now in force in this State, was read the first 
time, the rule waived, read a second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

House Bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of Nathan S. Wat. 
son, John T. My rick and James GriflSn, was read the first time and 
ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House Bill to be entitled An act for the relief of the Sheriff and 
Tax Assessor and Collector of Hillsborough county, was on motion* 
read the first time by its title and ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow. 

House resolution relative to WilUam H. Sever, was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House Bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the people of Wa- 
kulla county to select their county site, was read the first time. 

Mr. Crawford moved that the rule be waived and said Bill be read 
a second and third time and put upon its passage. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Crawford, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford^ 
21 
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Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, SaDderson, D. J* Smith, J. M. Simth, 
Tweed, Walts, While— 14. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Floyd, Moseley — 4. 

Said motion was lost. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the administrators 
of the estate of Micajah Deen to sell real estate at private sale. 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays 
were: — 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Crawford, Floyd', Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 16. 

Nays — Mr. Forward — 1. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the election of 
Judges of Probate by the people, was, on motion, read the first time 
by its title and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled bills, presented the 
following Report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to Report as correct, 
ly enrolled, the following bills and resolution, viz : 

A bill entitled. An act in relation to the contingent expenses of the 
Supreme and Circuit Courts of this State and of the Executive Ofiice ; 

A bill entitled, An act to empower William Newsom to assume 
the management of his own estate ; 

Resolution authorizing his Excellency the Governor to employ a 
fit person to copy the laws, <kc. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith the Senate adjourned until to-mor* 
row 10 o'clock, A. M* 



Thuasday, January 4, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, the read* 
ing of the Journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Avery moved that the Committee on Taxation and Revenue, 
to whom was referred the bill entitled. An act to prescribe an equal 
and uniform mode of taxation, and for other purposes, be instructed 
to report upon said bill at as early a period as is practicable. 
. Which motion prevailed. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Watts introduced a bill to be en- 
titled, An act to amend the law of attachments in force in this State. 

Which was read the first time, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, House bill to be entitled, An act for 
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tbe relief of Occupying Claimants, was taken from the table, and 
placed among the orders. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich, the bill to be entitled, An act to in- 
corporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company, was taken 
from the table, and placed among the orders. 

Mr. Sanderson, from the Committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following minority report : . 

Mr. Sanderson, from the Judiciary Committee, presents the follow- 
ing Minority Report upon the Resolution, '* that the Election of 
Judges for the several Circuits, shall be held on Wednesday the Sd 
day of January, 1849," referred to the Judiciary Committee, with 
instruction to report at an early day, respecting the propriety of elect- 
ing Judges at the present jS^ession of the General Assembly — 

REPORT: 

The undersigned in approaching this subject feels all the embar- 
rassment incident to the peculiar position in which he is placed. 
The majority of tbe Judiciary Committee, composed of gentleman of 
high professional reputation, and whose opinions are entitled to 
every respect, have on examination, come to the conclusion, that the 
present General Assembly, have no right under the constitution, at 
its present Session, to elect the Judges of the Circuit Courts. 

The undersigned, however, entertaiuing views differing from 
those expressed in the report of the majority of the committee, feels 
it not only due to himself, but a duty, as a member of that committee, 
to present those views for the consideration of the Senate. 

The portions of the constitution having reference to this subject are 
as follows: By Art. V. sec. 11, "Justices of the Supreme Court, 
Chancellors, and Judges of the Circuit Courts, shall be elected by 
the concurrent vote of the majorilv of both Houses of the General 
Assembly." Same Art., sec. 12, declares that the " Judges of the 
Circuit Courts shall at ihejirst session of the General A3sembly, to 
be bolden under this constitution, be elected for the term oCJlve 
years^ and shall hold their offices for that term, unless sooner re. 
moved," &c. Also, that •* at the expiration of five years, the Jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Circuit Courts, shall 
be elected for the term of and during good behavior." 

The difference of expression, contained in this section, to wit : 
in the first line, ** Judges of the Circuit CourC* only are spoken of, 
while after the words " expiration of five years," " Justices of the 
Supreme Court and Judges of the Circuit Courts" are again used in- 
connection, the same as in the eleventh section. This difference 
clearly indicate two separate and distinct Judicial systems. Sec- 
tion eleventh contains a general provision of the constitution, appli- 
cable to all elections of said oOicers, prescribing in general terms 
the manner of their election without reference to time. The 12th 
section on the other hand, is more specific in the character of its 
provisions. It prescribes, in tbe first place, that ** at the first session 
of the General Assembly, the Circuit Judges shall be elected foe 
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Ae ferm of five years." Secondly, that '* at the expiration of the 
five years, JsltUces of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Circuit 
Courts ahali be elected for the term of, and during good behavior." 

In the opinion of the undersigned, therefore, the constitution con* 
templates and recognises two distinct and separate organizations of 
the Judiciary — the one temporary promsional — for a specific termr, 
preparatory to entering upon the second, which in contemplation of 
the constitution was to be permanent^ enduring through all time. 

If correct in this tiew, it follows as a legitimate deduction f hat at 
the expiration of the aforesaid term of 6ve years, the present organi- 
sation ceases, and deternnrines ^ and conse^ently, instead of any va* 
cancy occurring in these offices, which could be filled by the Execu- 
tive, by virtue of the constitutional protision contafned in section 
15th, art. 3— ^which authorizes him to &i\ certain vacancies-^these 
offices have by express limitation in the constitution ceased to exist; 
and a new and different office has already been provided hr by the 
constitution to talte eflfect and date from the expiration of the said 
term of five years. It is believed the amendment to the constitution 
will not vary the case. It is unnecessary to remark that the Exccu- 
tive has no authority to fill by appointment those offices, which ara 
to be, but never have been, filled by the General Assembly. Thus, 
then if these Judges are not elected at the present session, either the 
General Assembly will of necessity be called together in July, A. D. 
1850, for the purpose of electing these officers, or there will be a 
period of near five months, during which there will be no Judiciary 
In the State ; for the present inCunnbeiTts cannot bold over till their 
successors are qualifiecf, as is contended by sonx;, there being no 
provision in the constitution authorizing them so to hold over. The 
undersigned regrets that the majority of the committee have not given 
their views more fully as to the time when those officers could be 
constitutionally elected, and if not, whether a vacancy would occur, 
and the power of the Executive to fill such vacancy. 

The majority report says, 'Mhe language" (referring to the ex^ 
pression)---* at the expiration of five years' used, is plain and expli* 
cit. If it is meant that those Judges may be elected before the expire, 
tion of five years, the constitution has not only failed to express that 
meaning, but has used plain and unambiguous language to express 
quite a different thing. The constitution may nut have intended 
that these Judges should be elected at the expiration of five years, 
but that it says so, no one can doubt." 

It is evident from the foregoing language that the opinion of the 
committee is, that the election of those Judges must take place at 
the precise moment the five yeais shall have elapsed — consequently 
the General Assembly must be in session cm the very day their com- 
missions shall expire, and eledt the new Judges on that day or they 
cannot be elected at all; for if they can be elected one day sooner or 
one day later, the whole question is yielded. Can this have been the 
Intention of the fremers ot the constitution? Is it not more reasona- 
ble to suppose, they had not so much in view the precise time when 
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the last election sbould take place as the period at which the soc- 
cessors of the old Judges should commence their term of office 7 
And that they meant rather to confide the power of electing these 
successors to that Legislative body which should happen to be in exTs« 
tence at the expiration of the said five years. As the present Legis. 
lature will be in existence at the expiration of said period, can there 
be a well-founded doubt that the power under the constitution to elect 
these Judges resides with the present General Assembly — and thai, 
that power may be properly exercised during its present session ? 
Suppose the commissions of the present Judges expired on the 20th 
January inst., and the General Assembly had by joint resolution, 
resolve to adjourn on the 10th inst., will any one contend that we 
should prolong the session till the 2Uth solely for the purposes of such 
election ? Or if the CrenercU Assembly hcul continued to meet emnu* 
dUy^ toould any one doubt the potter of the Legislature while in 
session in A. D, 1649, to have elected those Judges 1 Would it not 
have been expected as a matter of course ? The undersigned is 
clearly of the opinion that no question would arise if we were in ses- 
sion under the constitution at its annual session in 1849 instead of 
1849. 

Let us examine the history of the election of these officers, and 
see what has been the practice. 

During the first session of the General Assembly, judges of the 
Circuit Courts in the several circuits in the State were elected for 
the term of five years, as prescribed by the Constitution. Two out 
of four of these judges thus elected declined to accept the office, and 
the places thus le/l vacant were subsequently filled in the manner 
contemplated by the constitution i first, by appointment of the Exec- 
utive — and then, by election of the General Assembly. Now, it is 
provided by the Constitution, in filling vacancies, that the Governor 
** shall grant commissions, which shall expire at the end qf the next 
session.'' Has it ever been contended that the General Assembly 
should wait till the end of the session, to elect the officers to fill these 
vacancies t On the contrary, the practice has been in such cases 
to elect them at any convenient time during the session ; yet the 
officers did not take their seats on the bench until afler the adjourn- 
ment of the session. Is it not as reasonable to suppose that a like 
course should be pursued in electing their successors? Does not a 
reasonable and fair construction of the constitution sanction such a 
course. 

It is contended by the committee that convenience or economy 
should have no weight in this discussion. The undersigned, on the 
other hand, thinks both convenience and economy should receive 
consideration in the examination. Manifest inconvenience, or ex« 
travagant, useless expenditure, should, when it can without manifest 
wrong, have great force, in forming a correct view of a doubtful provi* 
sion in the Constitution. The framers of that instrument would, in all 
its provisions, consider well the convenience and burden upon the 
people, any such provision would be likely to impose. The ex« 
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peote and inconTenieiice attendant upon an extra session of the 
Leg^lalure, is of too much consequence to the tax payers of this 
State to be lightly incurred. If the election is delayed, as recom- 
mended by a majority of the committee, is not an extra session ne- 
cessary ? Such, if their report is properly understood. Is by them 
regarded as necessary. Then, it is asked, will an adequate, corres* 
poindent good be realized — a good commensurate with the inconTeni- 
eoce and expense. The undersigned can conceive of no good re- 
suiting from such a course. The only difierence will be, that in 
point of time only. If the election takes place during the present 
session, the same agents of the people, clothed with all the requisite 
power, will execute a duty now, instead of executing it in July, 1850. 
The only reason the committee hare adduced in this connection, 
is based upon the idea, ^ that the people, through their representa- 
tives in the convention, intended to reserve to themselves, by con- 
stitutional compact and agreement, the full term of five years, from 
and after the first election, within which to ascertain and select 
talent, probity and wisdom, most suitable to fill the judicial bench 
for life or good behavior." Is this suggestion entitled to such weight 
or force as to call for the imposition of the inconvenience and expense 
consequent upon strictly carrying out this view ? Let us see. The 
constitutional convention was held in 1839. Ten years have already 
elapsed since that instrument was submitted to the people ; and if 
time was required, that period has twice elapsed. Again : if it is 
contended that it had reference solely to ihe admission of the Slate 
into the Union, and Slate organization, it is believed by the under- 
signed, that all that the framers of the constitution had in view is 
already accomplished. The constitution prescribes certain qualifi. 
cations as prerequisite and essential for every officer known to the 
constitution, viz : — The Governor shall have been a resident of 
Florida^oe. years — Senators and Representatives ** a residence of 
tux) years-^-erery voter shall also have resided in the State ftco years. 
Now, if the election be held at the present session, it takes place 
eighteen months earlier than those contend for, who adhere to a 
strict construction of the term, " at the expiration of five years." It 
is not reasonable to suppose, that those men who were so particular 
in requiring these qualifications for officers less important to the 
constitution, having and exercising a less power over the weal of the 
commonwealth than the judges, would be willing that men should 
be selected to hold and exercise the high and important trust con- 
fided to the judiciary of the State, without possessing like qualifica- 
tions in an equal, or even a greater degree than a simple voter. 
If, then. Judges to be elected shall be required to have the qualifica- 
tions of a voter, as originally prescribed by the Constitution, before 
they can take a seat on the bench, nothing will be lost to the State 
in this respect, in consequence of the election being had at the pre- 
sent session. While on the other hand, the people are saved from 
the great inconvenience and expense of an extra session, simply for 
t b e election of four Judges. 
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The undersigned conceiTei, therefore, that a fair and reasonable 
construction of this portion of the constitution, authorizes the elec- 
Uon of these Judges at the present session. Such a construction 
seems more consistent with the situation of a young State, struggling 
to sustain the burden incident to her changed condition, and more 
in accordance with the provisions and spirit of the constitution, and 
in entire conformity to the experience and practice of the world* 

J, P. SANDERSON. 

The following messages from the House were read : 

House Rbpaesentatives, January 3, 1849. 
HonorMe President of the Senate : 

Sm : — The House have concurred in Senate resolution " to pro- 
ceed, on Friday next, 12 o'clock, M ., to the election of Attorney 
Genera], Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Register, and 
Clerk of the Supreme Court." 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
House REPRESEnTATivEs, January 3, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : — Messrs. Coleman, Tanner, and Moore have been appointed 
a joint committee on the part of the House, to act with a similar 
committee from the Senate, in the examination of the office of Reg- 
ister of Public Lands. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
House Representatives, January 3, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sm : — Messrs. Wafker, Long, and Coleman have been appointed 

a committee of conference on the part of the House, to act with a 

similar committee appointed by the Senate, upon the disagreement as 

to Senate bill to be entitled. An act relating to Capital Punishments. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
House Representatives, January 3, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House have passed engrossed Senate bill .to be enti^ 
tied. An act to remove the county site of Walton county, with en- 
closed amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is res- 
pectfully requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
Said amendment was concurred in, and the bill ordered to be en-^ 
rolled. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled, 
Resolutions authorizing the Attorney General to file a bill in the 
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Supreme Court of the United States to confirm and quiet the boua* 
darjr line between the State of Florida and the State of Georgia ; 

A bill entitled. An act to change the name of Robert Benjamin 
Smith. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution relative to the election of Judges of the Circuit Courts 
of this State, was, on motion of Mr. Forward, made the special or- 
der for Saturday next. 

Bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the several acts now in 
force in relation to the assessment and collection of the Revenue^ 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf 
Rail Road Company, was read the second time. 

Mr. Aldrich offered the following additional section, viz : 

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, That this act shall not be con* 
Btrued to provent public or private roads from crossing the track of 
said Rail Road. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Avery offered the following additional section, viz : 

Sec. 18. Be it further enacted. That this act shall not be so con- 
strued as to prevent the construction of any Rail Road which may 
be built by the fund for Internal Improvement of the State ; and 
should any Rail Road be authorized to cross the road hereby author* 
ized to be constructed, the proprietors of the said road shall be al- 
lowed such facilities as are necessary to enable them to do so. 

Which was adopted. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and the bill read a third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas*— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White— 17. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Forward, from the CommiUee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to report as correctly 
engrossed, 

An act to authorize and provide for the election of Register of 
Public Lands for the State of Florida by the qualified voters within 
the same ; 

Amendments to House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the 
mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers. 

W. A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

House bill to be* entitled. An act relating to the mode of appoint- 
ment and duties of Auctioneers, was read the third time, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 
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Ycds— Mr. Presidentf Messrs. Avery, Brown, Borrilt, CoKtiri, 
Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moselej, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, White— 13. 

Nays — ^None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered that the same be ceN 
tified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Occupying Claim-* 
ants, was read the second time, the rule waived, read a third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burrilt, 
Costin, Crawford, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smithy 
J. M. Smith, Tweed— 14. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed ; title as stated ; ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the election of 
Judges of Probate by the people, Was read the second time. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to strike out the word " February," in the 
seventh line of the first section, and insert in lieu thereof '* May." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Af r. J. M. Smith offered the following as an additional section, viz i 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted^ That before the said Judges of Pro- 
bate are commissioned, they shall enter into a bond, payable to the 
Governor or his successor in office, with two or more good and suf- 
ikient securities, in such sum and with such conditions as may be ap- 
proved of by the Judge of the Circuit Court in the circuit. 

Which was adopted. 

Ordered that the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read a 
third time on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to authorize the people of Wakulla 
county to select their county site, «fa8 read the second time, and or- 
dered to a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to require licenses to be taken 
out by persons, and subjects not hitherto taxed, was read the third time, 
and on the question pf its passage, the yeas and nays were ; 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, Tweed-^8. 

Nays — Messrs. Costin, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Moseley, D. J« 
Smith, J. M. Smith— 7. 

Said bill passed-*-title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to encourage and facilitate inters 
oal improvements, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that 
purpose, was read (he third time, and on the question of its passage, 
the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Lorimer, 
Moseley, Sanderson, D.J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White-^IU 

Nay— Mr. Floyd— 1. 
22 
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Said bill pased. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House, 

Bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of the salarj, 
travelling, and other expenses of the Register of Public Lands out 
of the public moneys in his hands, was read the second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to he entitled, An act for the relief of the Sheriff and 
Tax Assessor and Collector of Hillsborough county, was read a se- 
cond time. 

Mr. Sanderson moved to insert afler the word '* travelled" in 14th 
line of Ist section, the wonjs " by water." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Said bill was ordered to a thini reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to incorporate the Florkla and 
Georgia Rail Road Company, was read the second time. 

Mr. Floyd ofiered the following amendment, viz : 

Add at the end of the Ist section, the words ^^Providedj that 
nothing herein contained, shall be so construed as to create this a 
close or private corporation ; but that it shall be free and open to 
all citizens of the United States to take and hold stocic therein, and 
to sell and dispose of and transfer the same as effectually and as fully 
as any of the members herein particularly named could or might do." 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Floyd also offered the following as an additional section, viz ; 

Sec. 21. Be U further enacted^ That nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to allow the said company at any time to 
engage in banking." 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Avery moved that all after the word " State" in 7th line of 
I6th section, be striken out, and that there be inserted in lieu thereof, 
the words '* or to prevent any Rail Road from crossing the Road 
authorized to be constructed by this act." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Tweed moved that all after the word *• river," in 3d line of 3d 
section, to the word '* company," where it first occurs in the 6th line 
of said section, inclusive, be stricken out, and that there be inserted, 
in lieu thereof the words '* to any point on the Gulf of Mexico, or to 
the waters of any navigable stream flowing into said Gulf." 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Avery moved to add the following to the 16th section, viz : 

Provided also, That nothing in this act contained, shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the building of a Rail Road by other persons or 
companies from any point on the Apalachicola or Chattahoochie 
rivers to any point on Pensacola Bay. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ordered that the amendments be engrossed and said bill read a 
third time on to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Nathan S» 
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Watson, Joho T. Mjrich and James Griffin, was read the second 
time and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Craven G. Fifii and 
Jaraes R. Tucker, was read the second time, the rule waived, read 
a third time by its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas 
and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Bum'tt, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed, White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act in relation to the Comptroller's office, 
was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to erganiee the county of Hilaka, was 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

House resolution relative to William H. Sever, was read the se- 
cond time, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the several acts of force 
in this State relative to trading with slaves : 

The Senate resumed, in Committee of the Whole, the considera- 
tion of said bill, Mr. Sanderson in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported the bill back to the Senate with amendments, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was read a second time, the rule waived, read a third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were: 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burriit, Costin, Crawford, 
Floyd, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, Tweed, White — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith-*-3. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled : ^ 

An act to authorize the County Commissioners of Jackson county 
to^levy a tax for the purpose of erecting a Court House and other 
necessary public buildings. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson the rule was waived, and he allow. 
ed to present the following Reports : 

The Joint Committee of both Houses, appointed in pursuance of 
hw to examine the Office of Comptroller, have performed that dutv, 
and REPORT: 

That in the opinion of the Committee, much credit is due to the 
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present officer for the attention, industry and zeal exercised bj him 
in arranging and reducing this office to system and order. The 
committee, in the language and in conformity to the requirements 
of law, further state that the Comptroller *'has discharged his duty 
strictly according to law." J. P. SANDERSON, 

Chairman of Senate Committee, 
O. M. AVERY, 
WILLIAM A. FORWARD, 
THOMAS M. WHITE. 

JNO. P. BALDWIN, 
Chairman House Committee. 
GEO. E. McCLELLAN, 
JAMES W. BRYANT, 
JOHN COLEMAN. 

The Joint Committee of both Houses, appointed in pursuance of 
aw to examine the office of Treasurer, have performed that duty, and 

REPORT: 

That the present Treasurer has performed the duties ef the office 
highly creditable to himself, and with a proper regard to the inter. 
ests of the State. 

The Committtee, in accordance with the requirements of the law 
organizing this office, further certify, that the accounts of the Trea. 
surer for the last fiscal year are regularly stated and balanced, and 
that there is a balance, and that balance is actually in the Treasury ^ 
and that the present officer has, in every respect, performed the du- 
ties of his ofHce as required by law. 
Which is respectfully submitted* 

J. P. SANDERSON, 
Chairman of Senate Committee, 
O. M. AVERY, 
WILLIAM A. FORWARD, 
T. M. WHITE, 
JNO. P. BALDWIN, 

Chairman House Committee, 
GEO. E. McCLELLAN, 
JAMES W. BRYANT, 
JOHN COLEMAN. 
The House returned the following Senate bills as passed by the 
House without amendment, viz : 
An act to change the Southern boundary of Leon eounty ; 
An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and other moneys ad* 
judged to the State ; 

An act to authorize the construction of the Magnetic Telegraph, 
and providing for the protection of the same ; 
An act to provide for Seals for the Circuit Courts of this State ; 
An act relating to the act of incorporation of the town of Miltoa ; 
An act relating lo manufacturing companies ; 
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An act relalitig to tlie examination of the Office of Register of 
Public Lands ; 

An act to incorporate the Medical Board of Florida ; 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

The following communication was transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor: 

Senate Chaitbbb, Jan. 4, 1849. 
His ExceUeney W. D. Moseley, Governor^ S^c. : 

Sm : I have the honor herewith to transmit for the approval of 
jour Excellency the following bills and resolutions, viz : 

An act 10 empower William Newsom to assume the management 
of his own estate ; 

An act to change the name of Robert Benjamin Smith ; 

An act in relation to the contingent expenses of the Supreme and 
Circuit Courts of this State, and of the Executive Offices ; 

Resolution authorizing His Excellency the Governor to employ a 
fit person to copy the laws, <S«;c. ; 

Also, Resolution relative to the boundary line between the States 
of Florida and Georgia ; 

Also, An act to authorize the County Commissioners of Jackson 
county to levy a tax for the purpose of erecting a Court House, and 
other necessary Public Buildings ; 

Passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed 
by the presiding officers thereof. 

Respectfully, C. W, DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate* 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
LO o'clock, A. ML 



ESTIMATE, 

{Prepared in accordance with Senate Resottaion of \gt January y 1849,) 
of the income and expenses of this Stale for the fiscal year ending 
9lst October, 1849, and the fiscal year ending Slst Octoberf 1850. 



Year end- 
ing 3l8t 
Oct. 1849. 



I. EXPBKIES. 

I. Salaries of officers— 
ExecutiTe Department, 
Judicial do. (Judges, Solici- 
tors and Atto. Gen.) 
Register of Public Lands, 
Military Dep*t., (including 
rent of Armory,) 

17,150 00 

2- Contingent expenses of the State Gov't, 5,000 00 
This is the amount annually appropria- 
ted heretofore, and it cannot safely be 
reduced. 

3. LegislatiTe Dep't— Pay and mileage of 
members, pay ot officers, and contingen- 
metf asj ... 15,300 00 



Year end- 
ing 31st 
Oct. 1850. 



Total. 



$ 3,000 00 

11,700 00 
1,000 00 

550 00 



17,150 00 
5,000 00 



34,300 00 
10,000 00 



15,300 00 
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Amount broagfat forward, - $87,450 00 22,150 00 59,600 00 

4. Printing Laws of this session, ($196 00 

last year,) ... 200 00 200 00 

5. Publishing amendments to the Constitu- 
tion adopt^ at the last General Assembly, 

12 papers at $20 each, - - 240 00 240 00 

It is taken f.r granted there will be no 
amendments to be published next year. 

6. Expense of Supreme Court — Per diem 
Clerk and Sheriff, copying opinions for 

Printer, and contingencies, - 600 00 600 00 1,200 00 

7. Expense of enumerating Children, &c.» 

as per act 3d General Assembly, 600 00 600 00 

$584 15 already audited during this year. 
t. The amount of allowances to individuals 
to be made by this General Assembly, in- 
cluding exemptions from taxation, say 2,000 00 2,000 00 

9. Pay of Jurors and State Witnesses. The 
amount for the last two terms was $9912. 
This item will increase each year, and 
cannot, it is believed, fall short of this es- 
timate, . - - 10.000 00 10,300 00 20,300 00 

10. Fees of Clerks and Sheriffs for certify- 
ing the accounts of Jurors and State Wit- 
nesses. The average number of accounts 
Certified at the last two terms, was sixty 
(60) for each term. In twenty-four coun- 
ties, the number will be for two terms, 
2880. If the amount allowed is 15 cents 

each, the total is - - - 432 00 432 00 864 00 

1 1. Expenses of criminal prosecutions, and 
the contingent expenses of the Circuit 
Courts. This item last year was $7288 90. 
It will increase, but it is hoped will not 

exceed the amount here estimated, 8,000 00 6,500 00 16,509 00 

12. Printing Reports of the Supreme Court. 
Last year $808 was paid. The amount 

will probably be increased, • - 850 00 900 00 1,750 00 

13. Expense of the Presidential Election 
for 1848~amount already audited — for 

mileage ft«.,of Sheriffi and Electors, 1,298 20 1,298 20 

61,670 20 42,882 00 104,552 20 

Total for the two years, one hundred and 
four thousand five hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and twenty cents. (See note a.) 

II. Ikcomb. 

1. The (reneral Revenue will not, it is sup- 
posed, vary much from that ot the year 
1848. That may be set down, in round 
numbers, at $50,000. The amount al- 
ready paid in is - - 42,723 03 
The amount outstanding and 
estimated good is (say) 7,200 00 



(See note c.) Total, 49,923 03-50,000 00 50,000 00 100,000 00 
2. Auction taxes, licenses, fines, &c., esti- 
mated at 2,300 00 2,C00 00 4,600 00 



52,300 00 52,300 00 104,600 00 
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Totil inccme for tbe two yean, one liundred and four thocnaDd tix bandred 
dollars. (See note b.) 

{Note a)— -The expenditure for the year 1848 was $54,913 81* 
The amount here estimated for 1849, exceeds that expense by $6,« 
756 39. That excess arises principally in the estimate for the pay. 
ment of Jurors and State Witnesses. It will be recollected that the 
law for their payment went Into operation at the last spring term— 
and the expense for that term, and a part only of the fall term, was 
paid during the fiscal year 1848. During each coming year, the 
expense for ihewhole of two terms will have to be paid. 

iNote h) — The estimate of income from auction taxes, licenses 
fines, may be very wide of the mark. There is such confusion 
and inefficiency in the laws on those subjects, now in force, that 
there is little or no protection against frauds— and no system, what, 
ever, in their operation. Unless those laws are altered, the amount 
cannot, by any possibility, exceed that above estimated — it may &11 
fiir below. With proper amendments of those laws, the amount 
might easily be increased one hundred per cent. 

It is very possible that the annual income may be materially di> 
minisbed within the next two years. It has been intimated that the 
proprietors of some one or more of the large Land grants would 
abandon all their worthless land, and refuse to pay the tax thereon. 
This would diminish the revenue to the extent of, say $3000 per an* 
num. 

(Note c) — It may not be amiss to remark that though $50,000 per 
annum may appear a small estimate for General Revenue, particu- 
larly afler the addition of 20 per cent, laid at the last session, yet it 
is as large as can be safely counted on. 

This will, perhaps, appear from the following facts r-^-The amount 
of general Revenue for the year 1847, which has been actually coU 
lected and paid into the Treasury, (as appears by the Comptroller's 
ReporU of 1 Nov. 1847, and 1 Nov. 1848,) is as follows : 
To 1 Nov. 1847, $ 6,589 30 

To 1 Nov. 1848, 32,874 42— $39,463 72 

That is the amount upon which the 20 per cent, is laid 

— and 20 per cent on that amount, is 7,892 74 

And gives the total, to be expected at the present rates, $47,356 46 
We have, it is true, within the fiscal year 1848, received into the 
Treasury the large sum of $56,832 72 ; and have nearly or quite 
paid up all outstanding dues, to the end of the fiscal year 1848. This 
happy result is owing, not exclusively to tbe heavy taxation of the 
past year, but in a great degree to the success in collecting in ar- 
rearages from former years. The amount of such arrearages col- 
lected is as follows— 1845, 236 69^ 
1846, 5,928 65 

Total, $6,165 34 
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Of ootifse, this source of income cannot be counted on for (utiTre 
years. 

The truth is, that the payment of Jurors and State Witnesses, 
is, though a righteous act, a very heavy burden. As above shown, it 
more than absorbs the 20 per cent, addition — and but for the saving 
to be expected from biennial sessions of the Legislature, would very 
soon plunge the State in debt. 

SIMON TOWLE, Comptroller. 
January 2, 1849. 



Fbidat, January 5, 1849. 



The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice ofliciated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Avery, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed ta 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to authorize William Tenant 
and John B. Tenant to establish a ferry across Escambia river \ 
which was read the first time, the rule waived^ read a second and 
third time by its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and 
nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Costing 
Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith and J. M. 
Smith— 11. 

Nay»— None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed ta 
introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to prevent trespass on the 
School, Seminary and Internal Improvement Liands, and to recover 
damages for the use and occupation of the same ; which was read 
the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by its title, and 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, 
Avery and Barritt. 

On motion of Mr. Avery, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act relating to the Internal Im^ 
provement, Seminary and School Funds ; which was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

The following reports from Standing Committees were presented : 

The Committee to whom was referred a bill entitled. An act to 
amend an act concerning Roads and Highways, now in force in this 
State: REPORT; 

That they have had the same under consideration, and beg leave 
to report the bill back, with an additional section, and ask to be dis 
charged from the fiirther consideration thereof. 

WM. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 
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The Committee on the Executive Department, to whom was r€ 
iemd the Resolution declaring the term of office of Gov. William 
p. Moseley would expire on the 1st Monday in October, 1849, beg 
hsave to 

REPORT t 

Thai tJbe object of this resolution is to determine whether the 
term of office of our present Governor has already expired, or 
whether it continues to the time specified in the resolutioo. To de* 
terminine this matter, your committee have not only examined that 
section of the constitution relating to the subject ; but they have also 
resorted to the Journals of the Convention which drafied the consti- 
tution. The section in the constitution respecting this question, after 
directing that the election for Governor and other officers should be 
held on the first Monday after the expiration of sixty days subsequent 
to the date of the President's Proclamation, contains the following 
language : ** The Governor, Representative in Congress, and Mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, shdl enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices iniroediately after their election imdei* the provis- 
ions of this constitution, and shall continue in office in the same 
manner and during the same period they would have done had they 
been elected on the 1st Monday in October."— ^[See Thom. Dig. 
pp 9.] Now by all the rules of grammatical construction, the 
iramers of the constitution ejvidently intended by the language used 
to specify and designate the October preceding the actual election. 
Now if we examine the Journals of the Convention in connectien 
with this subject this inference is fully sustained. We there find 9, 
proposition was made to have the constitution submitted to the peo- 
ple for their ratification in May, 1839, and on its ratification the 
President of ihe Convention was to cause writs of election to issue 
ibr the 1st Monday in October thereafter. This was amended by 
substituting the section now contained in our schedule and ordinance 
previously referred to. Now the ratification of the constitution by 
the people could not "be had before the adjournment of Congress then 
in session ; consequently it was impossible for us to be admitted in. 
to the Union until the next session — which commencing in Decem* 
ber, would be subsequent to the regular time fixed for holding tho 
elections, viz : the first Monday in Octoi)er. Now it was evidently 
the design of the framers of the constitution that the wheels of Gov- 
ernment should be put in motiou regularly and as speedily as possi- 
ble ; this is evident from both these propositions. By the first it 
was proposed to avoid the difficulty of having the terms of office 
commenced from an irregular period, by going into the election at 
the regular time, though it was prior to our admission into the Union. 
This same object was obtained by the substitute, as it is there pro. 
vided that though the election should be held subsequent to the reg. 
4ilar period, yet it should be considered as having been held at that 
time, viz : the first Monday in October. And thus a speedy and 
regular organization would be had without our electing the di£rei:en| 
99 
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i(Bfe offices previous to our admisiion. Agaiir, in the eiaminaCfov 
•fall laws it is necessarj to place such a construction upon the 
whole as to make all the parts harmonize and not contradict each 
other. Now if we consider the term of office of the present Go?^ 
ernor as commencing from the October subsequent to his election, do 
we not come in conflict with this principle ? The constitution de* 
dares that the governor shall be elected for four years, and shall 
hold his office until his successor is chosen and qualified ; by this 
last construction the governor would be in office for a longer term 
than four years, and would hold his office Ihough his successor might 
be chosen and qualified — which would be a contradiction of one 
portion of the constitution by another. All of which is avoided by 
a contrary construction. Your committee would therefore beg. 
leave to propose the following resolution as a substitute lor that re* 
ferred to their consideration : 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Bepresentatwes of the 
State of Florida in General Assembly convened^ That in the opinion^ 
of this General Assembly the term of office of Governor William D. 
Moseley expired on the 1st Monday in October, 1848, and he is now 
merely holding over until his successor, who is already chosen, shall 
have qualified. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH AUSTIN, Chairman. 
JAS. H. T, LORIMER. 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
a bill entitled, An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode of 
Taxation, and for other purposes, 

REPORT: 

That they have considered the merits of said bill. By the provi-^ 
sions of the said bill, it is proposed to change the present system of 
taxation, by adopting the advalorem principle. This seems to be 
the most equal mode of taxation, but the system is entirely new in 
the Slate, and by adopting that principle now, in the absence of such 
statistical information as would be necessary to enable the Legisla 
ture to arrive at a proper estimate as to what amount of per centage 
would be necessary to raise a sufficient revenue to meet the expens« 
es of the State, would be an experiment which might lead to disas« 
trous results. The majority of the Committee have therefore in- 
structed me, as their Chairman, to report said bill back, and recom« 
mend that the same be not passed ; and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subect. 

T. M. WHITE, Chairman. 

S. L. BuRRiTT and William A. Forward, dissenting. 

The Committee on Engrossed bills beg leave to REPORT as cor- 
rectly engrossed : 

Amendments to House bill entitled. An act to iocorporate the 
Florida and Georgia Rail Road company ; 
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A bfO to bo enUtled, An act in relation to the ComptroUer^i Ot 
fice; 

A bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment of the 
aalarr, trareliing, and other expenses of the Register of Public 
Jjaiids out of the public monies in his hands ; 

A bill to be entitled, An act amendatorj of the several acts now 
in force in relation to the assessment and collection of the revenue ; 

And a bill to be entitled, An act to organize the county of Hilaka* 
WILLIAM A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
ihe bill to repeal the act of last session of the General Assembly in* 
ereasing the taxes 20 per cent., ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That, after investigation, they find the following to be the financial 
condition of the State at this time : It appears, from the reports of 
Che Treasurer and Comptroller, that very near, if not quite, all the 
demands against the State have been paid up in full to the first day 
of November last, which is the commencement of the present fiscal 
year. This very satisfactory result is owing to several causes, lst« 
The 20 per cent, addition made at the last session. The nett 
amount of revenue collected and paid over for the year 1847, appears 
to be $39, 463 72 ; twenty per cent, on that sum amounts to $7,892 
74. 2d. The increase of taxes arising from the natural increase of 
taxable property, may be set down at $2,000 00. 3d. The large 
amount of arrearages for former years, which has been collected du- 
ring the course of the past year, as appears by report of the Comp- 
troller, say for 1845, $236 69 ; f^r 1846, $5,928 65 ; total $16,058 
08. 

These causes, combined with a dimunition of some three thousand 
dollars in general expenses of State Government, (aside from the 
payment of jurors and State witnesses,) have happily cleared the 
State from debt up to the commencement of the current fiscal year. 
We have consequently no burdens to provide for, except the expen* 
ses of this and the next fiscal year. 

To make proper provision for these expenses, is a matter of no lit. 
tie difBculty, and it should be entered upon with much caution ; the 
more so from the fact that we are now legislating for two years, and 
an error will cause double injury. 

As appears by the estimate of the Comptroller, dated 2d inst. and 
now before the Senate, the expenses of the State will be for the fiscal 
year 1849, $61,670 20 ; for the fiscal year 1850, $42,882 00 ; total 
for the said two years, $104,552 20. The difiTerence in the amount 
required for the two fiscal years is caused by there being no session 
of the Legislature during the fiscal year 1850. Your committee are 
not aware that any material reduction could safely be made from that 
estimate. There is, however, a bill now before the General Assem- 
bly, requiring that the salary and travelling expenses of the Register 
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%f Public Lands shall be paid out of the public moneys hi his haridtf. 
If that is passed, it will reduce the estimate some thirteen hundred 
dollars ; and jour committee would here remark that thej are clearlj 
of opinion that the salary and travelling eipenses of that ofiicer should 
be paid out of such funds, and not of the general roTenoeof the 8tate# 
Taking it for granted that the said bill will become a law, the ex- 
penses to be provided for according to the estimate of the Comptroller 
are $103,252 2a. To meet this, we hare, according to said estimate, 
the following income. 1st. general rercnue for 1849, $50,000 00 
And the same for 1850, total - $100,000 
Taxes on auction sal^sdc licenses, 1840, 2,300 

do. do. do. dow 1850, 2,800— total $104,600 00 

This estimate your committee believe correct, as the laws now 
are ; and in view of it, your committee would deprecate any mate- 
rial diminution of the present rates of taxation, unless, at the 
same time, other means are provided to make up the deficiency thut 
produced. In common with every other well wisher of the^coun- 
try, your conrimfttee are opposed to any legislation n^bich will have 
the effect to involve (be State in debt. 

We are compelled to anticipate the revenue each year, and to 
pay off current expenses in Treasury scrip, whiph is not redeemed 
until the end of the year. During the present year, it will be im« 
possible to redeem all. Under the most favorable circumstances, 
some eight or ten thousand doHars ^ill have to ^main unpaid until 
the revenue for the year 1850 comes In. This will appear from the 
above figures. 

Your committee are of opinion that our present system of taxation 
is deficient and unequal in many respects. Many spedes of property 
are not now taxed. The owners of the particular kinds of property 
taxed, are compelled to bear heavy burdens, while others equally 
Wealthy, who have invested in another way, go free. Your com* 
mittee are of opinion, however, that this not a proper time to make 
any material Cmtnffe in the system, as any action must be by way of 
experiment, and that experiment might lead to disastrous results.— 
There are other species of property than those now taxed, which 
are proper subjects of taxation, andyour committee would recom- 
tnend that these subjects be taxed. They have, therefore, reported 
a bill for that pXirpose. - lA vieM^ of the present and probable future 
Condition of the finances of the State, your committee deem it unsafe 
to strike off the whole of the twenty per cent, increase made at the 
last session of the General Assembly, but they believe that a reduc* 
tion on that increase may perhaps be made, if at the same time taxes 
are imposed upon other subjects now exempt« 

Your committee have, with these viewo, prepared the enclosed 
bill, to reduce the 20 per cent, addition made last session of the Gen* 
era! Assembly to ten per cent., and to tax other subjects heretofore 
exempt, which they beg leave to report as a substitute for the bill 
referred to them, and ask to be discharged from the further consid« 
Oration of the subject. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, Chairman. 
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On motion of Mr. Lorimer, Ordered, that 300 copies of uAd latC 

report be printed. 
The following reports from Select Committees were presented : 
The Joint Committee appointed to examine into the condition of 

the office of Register of Public Lands, ask leate to 

REPORT: 

That in the performance of their duty thej have examined the 
books and papers appertaining to said office, and find that the duties 
of the Register appear to have been performed with diligence and 
fidelity. 

The annual report of the Register is so full and explicit, that your 
committee do not deem it necessary to embrace more in this report 
than is necessary to show the expediency of providing other ways of 
investing seminary, internal improvement, and school money, than 
those now provided by law. For this purpose they append to this 
report a statement made by the Register, based upon vouchers ex- 
hibited by him, showing that investments in the manner now provi. 
iei will yield but a very small interest. 

O.M.AVERY, 

Chairman Sen. Com. 
LEWIS ALDRICH, 
C. A. TWEED, 
JOHN COLEMAN, 

Chairman of Ho. Com* 
E. M. MOORE. 

Slalemeni &f the purchase of U. 8. Treasury Notes hearing six per 

1848. cent interest : 

Nov. 22. Bought $1800 aprem. of $4.87^ f 1,887 75 

Dec 7. '' tl500 a •« 96.50 1,597 50 



•3,800 8,485 25 

Paid for ex. 1 percent, prem. on #3,300 33 00 

•3,518 25 
Thus it will be seen that an investment of $3,300 in notes bear* 
ing 6 per cent, interest was effected at a cost of $218.25 ; which up- 
on an average, is equal to $106.61 for every $100 of notes. 

<Jonsequently the #3,518.25 thus invested in purchasing #3300, 
will yield only the interest on the laUer sum, which is $198 per an* 
nam, and equal to $5,627 per centum. 

JOHN BEARD, Register. 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a petition of citi<* 
zens of Dade county, in the State of Florida, praying that said county 
may be united to the adjoining county of Monroe for all judicial pur« 
poses, under certain limitations and restrictions, — have, according to 
order, had the same under consideration, and deeming the same !• 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 

lae reatonable, respectfully report the aecompatijlng bill in further* 
ance ofthe objects thereof. JOHN COSTiN« Cbairmati, 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD. 
The Select Committee appointed to taice into consideration the 
House bill entitled, An act to amend an act to establish a tariff of 
fees, approved July 6, 1847, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That after.due constderation, they have thought best to report the 
original bill as it passed the House without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. C. A. TWEED, Chairman. 

ORDERS OP THE DAY. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to authorise and provide for 
the election of Register of Public Lands for the State of Florida by 
the qualified voters within the same, was read the third time, and on 
the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Coslin, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Moseley, Sanderson, J. M. Smith and 
Watts— 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, D. J. Smith and White 
—5. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act amendatory of the several 
acts now in force in relation to the assessment and collection of the 
Revenue, was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the word ** Franklin," in dd line of 1st 
section, was unanimously stricken out. 

On the question of the passage of said bill, the yeas and nayi 
were: 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Oostin, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith and While— 15. 

^ays-*Messrs. Austin and Crawford—- 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

The following was ordered to be read : 

To the members of iJie Senate and House of Representatives of the 

General Assembly of the State of Florida : 
Fellow-Citizbxs— 

Soon after the Speaker of the House of Representatives had open, 
ed and published in the presence of both Houses of the General As- 
sembly — during the first week of the session — the returns of an elec- 
iion for Governor, which was held on the 5th day of October last 
agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution, a joint committee of 
both Houses of your honorable bodies waited on me, and officially 
HQOOUQced to me that I had received the highest number of votes 
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?>e0, and that I was dulj and legallj elected GTovernof of this Siafe. 
which I responded by desiring them to make known to you — the 
Representatives of the people — my profound sense of the honor which 
they had so freely conferred upon me, and my readiness to be '* quali. 
fied," as required by the Constitution, when it should suit your conve- 
nience to appoint the time and manner ; but thai, inasmuch as there 
existed a diversity of opinion in regard to the time when the present 
Governor's term of office would expire, it would be prudent (o take 
thne for deliberation, and to refrain from taking any step which would 
have the effect to impede the public business^ or to embarrass the op. 
eration of the Legislature. The Constitntion provides that, *' thn 
Governor shall be elected lor four years, and shall remain in office 
until a successor be chosen and qualified ;** consequently until his 
^ successor" is '* qualified," there can be no Constitutional doubt 
in regard to the action of the present Governor. But it must be ev. 
ident that a difficulty would occur as soon as I am ** qualified'' which 
would arrest any action o{ the Legislature until the question, who is 
Governor, is settled. A desire to guard against such a result, and to 
avoid any interruption to the public business has caused me to post- 
pone the agitation of this question until the important business of the 
eession shtdl have been transacted. 

My opinion in respect to the period when the present Governor's 
term of office would expire, was very clearly expressed in July 1845, 
when I was a member of the House of Representatives of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this State, in a declaration which was published in 
the Journals of that session, wherein I declared it as my opinion that 
the term of service for which I was elected as a Representative from 
the County of Leon, would, under the provisions of the Constitution, 
expire on the 1st Monday in October, 1845. And as the election of 
Governor occurred at the same time, and under like circumstances, 
Ms term of office would terminate on the 1st Monday in October, 
1848. The schedule and ordinance of the Constitution declares that 
••the Governor, Representative in Congress, and members of the 
General Assembly shall enter upon the duties of their respective of- 
fices immediately after their election, under the provisions of this 
Constitution, and shall continue in office in the same manner, and 
during the same period they would have done had they been elected 
on the 1st Monday in Ottober,"— or, as I construe it, on the 1st Mon- 
day in October, 1844. 

The proclamation ordering the election declares '* For Governor 
of the State of Florida, to serve for four years from the 2%th day of 
May, 1845," 6fc. And when the returns of the election were open- 
ed and published in the Hall of Representatives, •* the Speaker de- 
dared Wm. D. Moseley to be elected first Governor of the Slate of 
Florida for four years from the *26thdayof May, 1845, am2 until hi^ 
iuccessor it chosen and quaiyiedJ*^ 

But the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives, at 
the same session, to whom this subject was referred, made a report, 
and a long argument favoring the construction, that the words '• hai 
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tkey been Seated on the Ist Monday id October," actually meant tli« 
succeeding October. Therefore, by their logic, the term of office of 
the first Governor, would not expire until October, 1849. Thus we 
hare three distinct periods contended for by different parties for the 
termination of the term of office of the present incumbent of the 
Executive chair. 

The public interest, gentlemen, requires that this state of thinga 
should not be permitted to continue beyond the present session of the 
Legislature. Some think that the judiciary should settle this ques- 
tion. I respectfully conceive, that it is* your duty, as well as your 
province, to determine this matter. The Constitution makes it your 
duty to count the votes and declare who is elected Governor. You 
are the judges of his election, and the reason is obvious. There ex- 
ists, by the genius of our Government, such an intimate connexion 
between the exeeulive and legislative departments of it that you can- 
not proceed one step in the discharge of your duties of legislation 
without the co-operation of the executive ; and you should rest un- 
der no doubt or uncertainty in this respect ; because the constitution 
has clothed you with the power to determine it. You are a co-or- 
dinate department of the Government, and so long as you keep with- 
in constitutional limits, there is no superior power to question your 
acts. If you transcend them, the Supreme Judiciary Department 
may grant relief, when the question comes up properly to it. 

As far as I am individually concerned, it is of small moment when 
my term of office shall commence^-being well satisfied that the pub* 
lie weal will be fully as well guarded under the administration of the 
present worthy Chief Magistrate, as it would be under any change. 
But it is important, for all time to come, that the period for commen- 
cing and ending the term of office of the Chief Magistrate of the 
Commonwealth, should be definitely established^ 

The Constitution does not prescribe how the Governor shall be 
*^ qualified ;" but custom, I believe, has established the ceremonies 
of a public installation in the presence of the Representatives of the 
People, and the first General Assembly of Florida adopted that form 
as a precedent. With me, ceremonies are unimportant ; but it will 
be necessary for the Legislature to determine the time and manner 
of my installation into office, and when that is doney I will cheerfully 
conform to it. Very respectfully, 

Your Fellow Citizen, 

THO. BROWN. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, Ordered that said communication be 
kiid upon the table, and 500 copies printed. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An act to provide for the payment 
Afthe salary, travelling and other expenses of the Register of Public 
Lands out of the public moneys in his hands ; 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Coslin, 
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Crawford, Forward, Ohent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderieo, Tweed, 
Watu, and White— 14. 

Nayt-^Meisrt. Av^ry, D. J. Smith, J. M, Smith — 8. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled, An aet in relation to the ComptroK 
ier's Office, 

Was read the third time, and on the question of Ub passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Forward, Lorimer, Sander- 
ton, D. J. Omith, Tweed, White— 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldricb, Brown, Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, 
Moseley, J. M. Smith, WatU— 9. 

Said bill was lost. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to prescribe an equal and unifbrn mode 
of taxation, and for other purposes : 

On motion, the Senate resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole OH said bill, Mr. Aldrich in the chair. Aflar some time 
spent therein, the committee rose, and by their chairman reported 
the bill back to the Senate, and asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof. 

Said bill was, on motion, read a second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, For- 
ward and Tweed. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act to establish a 
TarifiTof Fees, approved July 6, 1847, was read the second time and 
ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to incorporate the Florida and 
Georgia Rail Road Company, was, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, 
read the third time by its title, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and najs were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J« 
Smith, Tweed, White— 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Forward, Moseley, J. M. Smith, Watts — 4. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to render taxation more equable by 
imposing a tax upon subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing the 
rate upon subjects now taxed, was, on motion of^ Mr. Sanderson, laid 
upon the table, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and Mr. Ghent aU 
lowed to introduce the following resolution : 

Resolution asking from Congress the grant of one hundred and sixty 

acres of Land^ 6pc. 

1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That our Senators 

and Representative in Congress be requested to urge upon Congress 

24 
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the pusage of a law granting to the County of Walton one hundred 
and sixty acres of Land, to be selected in such place as may be ee^ 
tablished as the permanent county site of said County, for the purpose 
of fixing thereon the County Site of said County. 

2. nesolved, That the Governor be requested to have duly certr* 
fied copies of the above resolution forwarded to our Senators and 
Representative in Congress. 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

fiill to be entitled, An act to amend the law of Attachment in force 
in this Slate : On motion, the Senate resolved itself into a Com« 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Sanderson in the chair. Af. 
ter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their chair« 
man reported the bill back to the Senate without amendment, and 
asked to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was read a second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the Senate take a recess for 10 minutes. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd 
and Moseley, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brown, Burritt, Costin, 
Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Watts— 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Floyd, Moseley — 2. 

Said motion prevailed, and the Senate took a recess for 10 minutes. 

At the expiration of which time, the Senate resumed its session* 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been appointed to wait upon and inform the Senate that the House 
was ready, pursuant to previous resolution, to proceed to the election 
of an Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, 
Register of Public Lands, and Clerk of the Supreme Court, of this 
State, and invited the Senate to proceed to the Hall of the House of 
Representatives for that purpose. 

On motion, the Senate proceeded to the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, when, upon the invitation of the Hon. Speaker of the 
House, the Hon. President assumed the chair. 

Tlie President having declared the object of the joint meeting, 
announced that nominations were in order for the office of Attorney 
General of this Stale. 

Mr. Lorimer nominated David P. Hogue, of Leon county. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Hogue — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, 
Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Mose- 
ley, Sanderson) D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts and White 
— 18. Members of the House, 36. Total 54. 

Blank— Mr. Ghent— 1. Members of the House, 1. Total 2. 

Mr. David P. Hogue was declared duly elected Attorney General 
of this State. 
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The joiat meetiog proceeded to the election of a Secretary of 
8ute for this State. 

Mr. Langford Dominated George H. Smith, of Columbia county. 

Mr. Austin nominated Wayles Baicer, of Leon county. 

Mr. Maxwell nominated Benjamin F. Allen, of Leon county. 

Mr. Avery nominated Charles W. Downing, of Duval county. 

The vote was as follows : 

Far SmUh — Mr. President, Messrs. Crawford, Moseley, Sander* 
son and Watts — 5. Members of the House, 6. Total 11. 

For Baker — Messrs. Austin, Floyd, D. J. Smith, Tweed and 
White — 5. Members of the House, 13. Total 18. 

For AUen — Mr. Lorimer — 1. Members of the House, 5. Total 6. 

For Downing — Messrs. Avery, Burrilt and Ghent — 3. Members 
of the House, 4. Total 7. 

For Blank — Messrs. Aldricfa, Brown, Costin, Forward, J. M. 
Smith — 5. Members of the House, 10. Total 15. 

There was no election. 

BECOTYD VOTING. 

For Baker — Messrs. Austin, D. J. Smith, Tweed and White — 4. 
Members of the House, 16. Total 20. 

For SmUh — Messrs. Crawford, Moseley, Sanderson and Watts — 
4. Members of the House, 4. Total 8. 

For AUen — Mr. Lorimer — 1. Members of the House, 3. Total 4. 

For Downing — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, A\ery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, Ghent and J. M. Smith— -10. 
Members of the House, 8. Total 18. 

Blank — Members of the House, 7. 

There was no election. 

Mr. Maxwell withdrew the name of Mr. Allen. 

THIRD VOTING. 

For Baker — Messrs. Austin, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, Tweed and 
White — 5. Members of the House, 18. Total 23. 

For SmUh — Messrs. Crawford and Watts — 2. Members of the 
House, 1. Total 3. 

For Downing — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson and J. 
M. Smith-12. Members of the House, 17. Total 29. 

Blank — Members of the House, 2. 

There was no election. 

FOCTRTH VOTING. 

For Baker — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, 
Tweed, White^O. Members of the House, 18. Total 24. 

For Smi/h — Members of the House, 1. Total 1. 

For Downing — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson, J. M. 
Smith, Watts^l3. Members of the House, 19. Total 32. 
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Mr. CbarreB W. Downing was declared dvAj elected Seeretary of 

State of this State. 

The joint meeting proceeded to the election of a ComiHroller of 
Public Accounts. 

Mr. Taylor, of Jefferson, nominated Simon Towle, of Leon coontj. 

The vote was as follows : 

For Toirfe— Mr. President, Messrs, Aldricb, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
p. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, WatU, White— 17. Members 
of the House, 37. Total 54. 

Blank — Members of the Home, I. 

Mr. Simon Towle was declared duly elected Comptjxriler of Pub- 
lic Accounts of this State. 

The joint meeting proceeded to the election of a Treasurer. 

Mr. Lorimer nominated William R. Hayward, of Leon County. 

The vote was as follows : 

Far Hayward — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery^ 
Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, San- 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 17. Mem- 
bers of the House, 38. Total 55. 

Mr. William R. Hayward was declared duly elected Treasurer of 
this State. 

The joint meeting, being about two proceed to the election of a 
Register of Public Lands of this ^ate, Mr. Floyd moved that said 
election be indefinitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. White and 
Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Moseley, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts — 12. 
Members of the House, 16. Total 28. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, White-«^7. Members of the House, 22. Total 29. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Long moved that ihe election of Register of Public Lands be 
postponed until Wednesday next. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The joint meeting proceeded to the election of Clerk of the So* 
preme Court. 

Mr. Lorimer nominated Wilkinson Call, of Leon County. 

Mr. Knowles nominated Robert 3. Hayward, of Leon County. 

The vote was ss follows : 

For Ca/Z-^Messrs. Burritt, Costin, Lorinrer, Moseley, Tweed — 5. 
Members of the House, 11. Total 16. 

For Hayward — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Crawford, 
Floyd, Ghent, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White— 10. Mem- 
bers of the House, !«. Total 28. 

Two members of the House voted for Mr. Marianne D. Papy,of 
lieon County. 
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BIaQk«**Meisr«« Aldrtch, Brown, Forward, 3. M. SmUh-^« 
Members of the Ifouse, 7. Total 11« 
There wa« no election. 

8EC0in> TOTING. 

For Call — Messrs. Costin, Lorimer, Moseley, Tweed, Watts — 5. 
Members of the House, 10. Total 15. 

Far Hayward — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, 
Brown, Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
White— 12. Members of the House, 21. Total 33. 

One member of the House voted for Mr. Marianno D. Papy. 

Blank — Messrs. Forward, J. M. Smith — 2. Members of the 
House, 6. Total 8. ' 

Mr. Robert S. Hayward was declared duly elected Clerk of the 
Supreme Court of this State. 

On motion, the joint meeting adjourned, and the Senate returned 
to their chamber. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act concerning 
Roads and Highways now in force in this State, was read the second 
time, the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and on the ques- 
tion of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Moseley, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, 
and White--13. 

Nays — Messrs. Fhyd and D. J. Smith — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act uniting the County of Dade to the Coun^ 
ty of Monroe for judicial purposes, under certain limitations and re- 
strictions, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title, and on the question of its^ssage the yeas and 
nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costin, 
Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed and Watts— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
Rouse. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate take a recess until 3 o'clock, P. 
M., which motion was lost. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the relief of the Sheriff and 
Tax Assessor and Collector of Hillsborough County, was read the 
third time, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, Tweed and Watts— 15. 

Nays — Mr. Moseley — 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to tho 
House* 
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Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn nntil to-morrow, 10 o^ 
clock, A. M., which motion was lost. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Nathan S. Wat. 
son, John T. Myrick and James Griffin, was read the third time* 
and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, 
Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts and White — 15. 

Nays — Mr. President, and Mr. Austin — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certi6ed to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to authorize the people of Wa- 
kuUa county to select their county site, was read the third time, and 
on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed and Watts— 13. 

Ji^ays — Messrs. Brown and Floyd — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate take a recess nntil 8 o'clock, 
P. M. ; which motion was lost. 

House bills to be entitled. An act amendatory to the Pilot Laws 
now in force in this State ; 

An act to amend an act entitled, An act to regulate the Pilotage 
of the bar of the river St. Johns ; 

An act to abolish the allowance of tare or gross weight on bales 
of manufactured cotton ; 

Were read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow. 

House resolution authorizing the Register of Public Lands to in- 
veat any moneys in his hands in the purchase of State certificates, 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the rule be waived, and said resolution 
read a second time, on which the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Floyd and Costin, and were : 

Yeas— Mr. Floyd— 1. 

Nays— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, 
D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and White— 17. 

Said motion was lost, and the resolution ordered to a second read* 
ing to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to empower James C. Evans, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, was, on motion 
of Mr. D. J. Smith, read the first time by its title, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

The House returned Senate bills to be entitled. An act to com- 
pel the Judges of the Circuit Courts to hold the terms of Court at 
ihe times and places prescribed by law f 
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An act amendatory of the sereral acts relating to jurors and 
9tate wiinenes ; 

An act to amend ihe revenue law of this State as regards Haw* 
kersy Pedlars, and Itinerant Traders ; 

And Senate resolution relative to the Port of Cedar Kejs ; 

As passed by the House without amendment. Ordered to be en« 
rolled. 

The House also returned Senate bill entitled, An act to provide 
fer the election of a keeper of Public Archives in the cities of St« 
Augustine and Pensacola, and to prescribe their duties* d^., as in- 
definitely postponed by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to give notice that he would, at some future time, introduce a bill to 
be entitled, An act making appropriations from the internal improve, 
ment fund for digging a Canal from the waters of the Indian river to 
the waters of the Halifax river, and appointment of Commissioners 
for the same. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M« 



Saturday, January 6, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A quorum beiag present, on motion of Mr. D. J. Smith, the read- 
wgof the Journal was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Forward introduced a bill to be 
entitled. An act making appropriation from the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund for digj^ing a canal from the waters of the Indian river to 
the waters of the Halifax river, and appointment of Commissioners 
for the same ; which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a 
second time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Internal 
Improvement. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the House Resolution relative to the ad* 
joumment of the General Assembly, sine die, on the 12th instant, be 
taken up and acted upon ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Moseley 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldricb, Austin, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, Watts- and While — 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and 
Tweed— 5. 

Said motion prevailed, and the resolution was read. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the word " 12th" be stricken out ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Moseley 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Floyd,Ghent, Moseley and Watts— 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. im 
Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and While— 8. 
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Said rootioQ prevailed. 

Mr. Moselj moved that the blank be filled with ''11 ;" 

Mr. White moved that it be filled with '' 13 ;" 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved that it be filled with ^ 15 ;" 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the resohition be laid on the table ; 

On which the yeas and najs were called for bj Messrs. Moselej 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Brown, Gostin« 
Crawford, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smithy Tweed, Watts and 
White-.12. 

Nays-Messrs. Aldrich, Floyd, Forward, Moseley and J. M. Smith 
—5. 

Said motion prevailed. 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
had been appointed to wait upon and request the Senate to return ii> 
the House the Senate bill entitled, An act to provide for the election 
of a keeper of Public Archives in the cities of St. Augustine and 
Pensacola, and to prescribe their duties, 4sc., which had been indefi- 
nitely postponed in the House, and returned to the Senate. 

On motion, a Committee, consisting of Messrs. Forward, Costin 
and Floyd, were appointed to return said bill to the House ; 

Which Committee reported that they had performed the duty as« 
signed them. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act authorizing 
the United States of America to purchase real estate in Florida, for 
the purpose of locating arsenals, dock yards, magazines, forts, ^., 
passed in 1645 ; which was read the first time, the rule waived, 
read a second time by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Lorimer gave notice that he would, at some future day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An Act to provide for the 
payment of services rendered by overseers of Public Roads in the 
county of Leon. 

Mr. Sanderson gave notice that he would, at some future day^ ask 
leave to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act to authorize (he ap. 
pointment of a Deputy to the Register of the Land Office, and for 
other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, leave of absence was granted to Mr* 
Avery for the remamder of the season. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, the vote had yesterday on the bill to 
be entitled. An act in relation to the Comptrollers office, was recon- 
sidered, and said bill placed among the Orders. 

The following Reports from Standing Committees were presented, 

The Committee on enrolled bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled the following bills and resolutions, viz : 

A bill entitled, An act to provide for seals for the Circuit Courts 
•f this State ; 
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A bill to be entitled, An act to change the southern boundary of 
Leon County ; 

A bill entitled, An act reducing the salary of the Governor's pri* 
Yate Secretary ; 

A bill entitled, An act to authorize the construction of the Mag* 
netic Telegraph, and providing for the protection of the same. 

A bill entitled. An act to remove the county site of Walton coun* 

A bill entitled. An act relating to manufacturing companies ; 

A bill to be entitled, An act relative to the examination of the 
office of Register of Public Lands ; 

A bill entitled. An act to incorporate the Medical Board of Flor* 
ida; 

Resolutions relative to the Port of Cedar Keys. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The Committee on Internal Improvements to whom was referred 
so much of the Governor's message as relates to the draining of the 
Everglades, have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That from all the evidence which they hare been able to obtain 
they are of the opinion that it is possible to drain the Everglades 
and reclaim a vast amount of now waste land, and render it valua. 
ble. And while they would be inclined to favor private enterprize 
they cannot consent to involve the State in expense especially when 
there is uncertainty in succeeding in the undertaking. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 

Mr. Smith from the Committee on the Militia, to whom was re. 
ferred a bill to be entitled, An act to alter and amend the militia 
law of this State, presents the following 

REPORT: 

They have had the matter under consideration, and believing that 
it would not be expedient to so entirely abolish the militia law of 
the State as the bill before them would do if adopted. We there- 
tore recommend the accompanying amendment, to wit : 

Strike out all after the word State in the .5th line of first Section, 

and insert, except so much as relates to volunteer militia, be and the 

same are hereby suspended from operation until such time as the 

Governor shall, by proclamation, declare it to be his opinion that 

' the public safety requires they shall be enforced. 

Strike out all after the word officers in the fourth line of 2d see* 
tion. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted, 

D. J. SMITH, Chairman. 
The following Repost from a Select Committee was presented :— ^ 
The Select Committee to whom was referred the Bill to be enti- 
25 
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tied, Aa act to prevent Iretpais on the School, Semiiiary and Inter* 
nal Improvement Lands, and to recover damages for the use ani 
occupation of the same, 

REPORT; 

The same back with the following amendment, to wit : after the 
word " State," in the 9th line, insert *^ to the damage or injury of 
the same," and recommend the passage of the Bill as amended. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. P. SANDERSON. 
The bill therein reported was read the second time, the rule 
waived, read a third time by its title, and on the question of its pas- 
sage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D.J. Smith, J. M« 
Smith, Tweed, Watts— 14. 
Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 
The following message from the House was read : 

Housn Represrnt^tivbs, January 4, 1840. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House has concurred in Senate Amendments to House 
Bill to be entitled. An act relating to the mode of appointment and 
duties of Auctioneers. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
Also the following : 

House of Repbbsbntatives, January 8, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House has passed Senate Bill to be entitled, An act ta 
amend an act approved January 4th, 1847, giving a lien to steam 
boat men and others navigating the bay and river of Apalachicola, 
with enclosed amendments, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
The Senate concurred in said amendment. 
Ordered that said Bill be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House Bill to be entitled An act to provide for the election of 
Judges of Probate by the People, was read the third time, 
and on the question of its passage (he yeas and nays were, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Brown, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, J. M. Smith, Watts, White — 12. 

Najs — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, Tweed— 7. 
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Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

The following was ordered to be spread upon the journal : 

Having been requested by roj constituents to vote for a bill pro- 
Tiding for the appointment of an officer to take probate of wills dec. 
b^ihepeaple in each cottnty^ I in obedience therewith, vote for the 
bill entitled ^ An act to provide for the election of Judges of Probate 
^ the people.'' WILLIAM A. FORWARD. 

House bill to be entitled An act to alter and amend the Militia 
Laws efthis State, was, on motion of Mr. Flojd, recommitted to 
the OomoHtlee on Militia. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act in relation to the Comptrol- 
ler's Office, was read the third time, and on the question of Its pas. 
sage the jeas and nays were^ 

Yea*-«Messr8. Avery, Brewfi, Crawford, Forward, Lorimer, San- 
derson, D.J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White — 10. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Burritt, Costin, 
Floyd, Mosely, Watts— 8. 

I^id bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act to establish a 
tarifiTof fees, approved July 6, 1847, was read the third time, an on 
the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White — 16. 

Nays — Mr. Burritt— 1. 

Said bill passed-— title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled An act amendatory to the Pilot Laws 
now in force in this State, was read the second tin e and referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs. Floyd, Mosely and Sander- 
son. 

House bill to be entitled An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to regulate the pilotage of the Bar of the River St. Johns, was, on 
motion of Mr. Burritt, laid upon the table. 

House bill to be entitled An act to abolish the allowance of tare 
or gross weight on bales of unmanufactured cotton, was on motion, 
referred to the Committee on Taxation and Revenue. 

House bill to be entitled An act to empower James C. Evans, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, was read the 
third time, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were, 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Crawford, Ghent, White— 5. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Hoseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts— 10. 

Said bill was lost. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House Resolution authorizing the Register of Public Lands to in. 
vest any moneys in his hands in the purchase of State Certificates, 
was read the second time. Mr. Forward moved to amend by inser- 
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Cing after ihe word ''par*' in said reaohitions the fbllowing, to wit : 
^'Excepting the School Fund, which he is hereby authorized so to 
invest, provided the same shall yield an interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent." 

Mr. Floyd moved that said amendment be amended by inserting, 
in lieu of the word *^ interest," the word '* discount ;" which motion 
prevailed. 

Mr. Floyd offered the following as a substitute for the House Res- 
olution, viz : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Florida^ in Oeneral Assembly convened^ That the Register of 
Public Lands be, and is hereby authorized to invest any and all 
moneys in his hands, or that may hereafter come into his possession, 
belonging to the School or Internal Improvement Fund in State 
Scrip, when the same can be purchased at a discount of at least six 
per cent. 

Which was adopted. 

Bill to be entitled, An act relating to the Internal Improvement, 
Seminary and School Fund, was, on motion of Mr. Floyd, laid upon 
the table, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

House bills to be entitled, An act respectin<r the election of cer* 
tain officers by the General Assembly of this State ; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hayes ; 

An act explanatory of the laws relating to interest; 

An act relating to the sale of real estate ; 

Were read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor 
row. 

House Preamble and Resolution urging upon Congress the pay 
roent of losses sustained by the citizens of Florida during the Semi- 
nole war, <kc., 

Was read the first tinoe, the rule waived, and read a second and 
third time by its title ; 

On the question of the passage of said Preamble and Resolution, 
the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward and Brown, 
and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mose. 
ley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White 
~I9. 

Nays— None. 

Said preamble and resolutions passed. Ordered to be certified to 
the House. 

House resolutions relative to question of controversy between the 
North and South, was read the first time and ordered to a second 
reading to. morrow. 

Mr. Aldrich from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to Report, as correct- 
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Ij enrolled, a bill entitled, An act relating to the act ofiocorpora* 
tion of the Iowa of Milton* 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The House returned Senate bills entitled, 

An act to provide for the increase, investcoent, safe keeping and 
disbursement of the Common School Fund, 

An act to authorize and provide for the election of Regbter of 
Public Lands of the State of Florida by the qualified voters within 
the same. 

An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and Tax Collectors, 
and for other purposes, 

An act to amend the revenue laws in force in this State, 

An act to declare Yellow River in Walton count/ a navigable 
stream. 

As passed bj the House without amendment. Ordered to be en* 
rolled. 

The following communications were transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor : 

Sbnatb Chambbr, January 6, 1849. 
His Excellency W. D. Mosblkt, Chvemor, 4^. 

Snt: I herewith transmit for the approval of your Excellency the 
following bills and resolutions, to wit : 

An act to authorize the construction of the Magnetic Telegraph, 
and providing for the protection of the same ; 

An act reducing the salary of the Governor's private Secretary ; 

An act relative to the examination of the office of Register of 
Public Land ; 

An act in relation to the act of incorporation of the town of Mil- 
ton. 

An act to change the boundary of Leon County ; 

An act to provide for seals for the Circuit Courts of this State ; 

An ac. relating to manufacturing companies ; 

An act to incorporate the Medical Board of Florida ; 

Also, An act to remove the County site of Walton County ; 

And also resolution relative to the Port of Cedar Keys. 

Passed by the two Houses of the General Assembly, and signed 
by the presiding oflicers thereof. 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNLNG, 

Secretary Senate. 
HovsB Reprbsbntatives, January 5, 1849. 
7b Hii Excellency W. D. Mosblbt, Governor^ 4^. : 

Snt : We have the honor to inform your Excellency that at a joint 
meeting of the General Assembly held this day for the purpose of 
electing an Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, 
Treasurer Register of Public Lands, and Clerk of the Supremo 
Court of this State : 

Mr. David P. Hogue, of Leon County, was declared duly elected 
Attorney General of this State. 
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Mr. Charlei W. Dowiiiiif« of Do?al Coanty, wis (teelared My 
elected Secretary of State of this State. 

Mr. Simon Towle, of Leon Countj, was declared duljr elected 
Comptroller of Public Accounts of this State. 

Mr. William R. Hayward, of Leon Countjr, was declared duly 
elected Treasurer of this Stale. 

Mr. Robert S. Hayward, was declared duly elected Clerk of the 
Supreme Court of this State. 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate* 
W. B. LANCASTER, 
Clerk House of Representatires. 
On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate adjourned until Monday, 10 
o^clock, A. M. 



Moin>AT, January 8, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain^ 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Moseley, the reading 
of the Journal was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Sanderson introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to authorize the Register of the Land Office to ap« 
point a Deputy, and for other purposes. 

Which was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to- 
morrow. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Sanderson, White, 
and Forward, was appointed, to act with a similar committee on the 
part of the House, to draft a bill providing appropriation for the ex- 
penses of the present General Assembly, and to take all necessary 
action thereon. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was read : 
ExBCunvB Dkpartxekt, January 8, 1649. 
GenJtlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 

The following acts and resolutions passed at your present session 
are approved, to wit t 

An act permanently to locate the county site of Washington 
county, and for other purposes therein contained ; 

An act to empower William Newsom to assume the management 
of his own estate. 

An act to change the name of Robert Benjamin Smith ; 

An act in relation to the contingent expenses of the Supreme 
Court, of the Circuit Courts, and of the Executive Offices ; 

Resolution authorizing the Governor to employ a fit person to copy 
the Laws ; 

Resolution relative to the boundary line between Georgia and 
Florida ; 
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An act to autboriie the County Comroiff ioners of Jaekton county 
to lay a tax to boild a court house* and for other purposes ; 

An act to proride for recording marks and brands of cattle ship* 
ped from this State, and for other purposes ; 

An act to authorize the Circuit Court of Washington county to be 
held at Mossy Hill meeting house ; 

An act to extend the tenure of office of Register of Public Lands ; 

An act in relation to the laws now in force in regard to patrob ; 

An act to change the names of persons therein contained ; 

Resolution for a quarter section of land for the county site of Cal* 
houn county ; 

Resolution for a mail route in the county of St. Lucie ; 

Resolution for a quarter section of land for the county site of 
Holmes county ; 

Resolution for a quarter section of land for the county site of 
Washington county ; 

Resolution for a quarter section of land for the county site of Ben- 
Ion county ; 

An act to authorize the construction of the Magnetic Telegraph* 
and for other purposes ; 

An act to reduce the salary of the Secretary of the Governor 4 

An act to examine the office of the Register of public lands; 

An act in relation to the town of Milton ; 

An act to change the southern boundary of Leon county ; 

An act-to provkle seals for the Circuit Courts of this State ; 

An act in relation to manufacturing companies ; 

An act to incorporate the Medical Board of Florida ^ 

An act to remove the county site of Walton county ; 

Resolution in relation to the port of Cedar Keys. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Also the following : 

ExECUTivB Depastkekt, } 
Tallahassee, January 8, 1849. ) 
Cendemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

I hereby nominate G. G. Holt and John Denham, Auctioneers for 
the County of Wakulla, and John G. Putnam, Auctioneer for the 
County of Levy. Very respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 

The nomination therein contained, relative to Levy County, was 
advised and consented to by the Senate. 

The following message, and accompanying document, from bis 
Excellency the Governor, was also read : 

Executive Department, \ 
Tallahassee, January 8, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

You have herewith transmitted, a copy of a communication frora^ 
the Register of Public Lands, in relation to the pre-emption law 
passed at your present session. 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 

It, upoD 8 critical eiamination of that act« it shall be finiiid defec* 
tive^ it is most earnettlj recommended ihat a supplemental act be 
passed, without delay, to insure, with reasonable certainty, the oliject 
manifestly desired by a large majority of the General Assembly, as 
well as by their constituents, and which, if attained, it is beliered will 
promote the interests of the great mass of the people, by securing a 
cheap and permanent homestead, and, at the same time, add to the 
wealth and prosperity of the State, by increased immigration, and 
the consequent increase of the rerenue by the sale of land, which, 
under existing laws, must remain many years without being sold, 
and, of course, of but little value to the State. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Sis.: — The act which has been passed at the present session, al. 
lows pre-emption rights to settlers, at the " minimum price of such 
land, but does not specify what that minimum shall be. 

The act of 1846, relating to Internal Improvement Lands, fiies 
three minimum prices on said lands, viz : 82.50 for the first quality ; 
81.50 for the second quality; and 91 for the third quality; *Mhe 
classification to be made by the Register from the returns of the lo- 
cating agents, or personal inspection, and notice given of the classic 
dcation of the lands on the day of sale." 

By the act of 1846, relating tu Seminary Lands, the Register is 
required to have each tract appraised previous to offering for sale. 
• In regard to the former class of lands, I would remark, that it 
would be impracticable for the Register, (without neglecting, for a 
long period, all other official duties,) to inspect the lands with such 
minuteness as to enable him to appraise them ; and it would be aK 
most, or quite, as difficult to appraise them properly from the returns 
of the locating agents. 

As to the Seminary lands, I have thought it judicious not to incur 
the expense of appraising them all at once, but only in such quanti- 
ties, and immediately before such times as they were to be oflfered 
for sale — because the lapse of a short time oAen brings to bear 
causes which materially affect the temporary value of, or demand 
for, lands. 

If these views be correct, it will be necessary to alter the mode of 
classifying Internal Improvement lands, and to have them, as well aa- 
the Seminary lands, all appraised at once— otherwise, I apprehend, 
that the difficulty ofascertaining the prices of particular tracts would 
defeat the great object of the law just enacted — the encouragement 
of immigration. 

Until to-day I did not know the precise features of this law. I 
feel much reluctance, especially at this late day in the session, to of. 
fer any suggestions in reference lo a matter which has received the 
deliberate consideration of the Assembly ; but feeling, as all do, a 
deep interest in the subject, I hope I shall be pardoned for calling 
your atieution to it, and asking you, if you concur with me in opin- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



!20l 

ion^ to t>ri*g it again before the Assembly, In order ttiat, itihey deeai 
It necessary, they may pass a supplemental act. 
Very respectfully, 
Yotjur obedient servant, 
(Signed) JOHN BEARD, Register, 6cc. 

To Gov. MoaeUy. 

January 6, 1849. -i-*- 

On motion, said message and accompanying document, were res. 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Aldritb, Averj*^ 
and Forward. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Lbrinker introd<!k;ed a bill to be 
entitled, An act to provide for the payment of services rendered by 
Overseers of Public Roads in the County of Leon. . 

Which was read the llrst time, and ordered to a secottd reading 
lo-morrow. 

Mr. Tweed presented the memorial of certain citizens of Frank- 
lin County, relative to the time of holding election, d^c. 

On motion of Mr^ Avery, the vote had on the 0th inst., on liouse 
bill to be entitled. An act to empower James C. Evans, a minor, to 
assume the management of his own estate, was reconsidered, and 
said bill placed among the orders. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following : 

Resolved by ^ Senate and House ^ Representatives of the State 
of Florida vh. General Assembly convened^ That the Secretary of 
State be authorized, and he is hereby required, to furnish each of 
the members of the General Assembly with a copy «f the Journals 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, «nd a«opy of the acts 
of the present session to Judges of Probate, Judges and Clerks of the 
Circuit Courts, Judges of the United States District Court, and Jus* 
lices of the Peace. 

The following reports from standing committees were presented : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill en- 
titled. An act to amend an act authorizing the United States of Am- 
erica to parchase real estate in Florida for locations of Arsenal, Dock 
Tard^, Magazines, Ports, ^c, passed in 1845, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the bi 1 back, 
with the following amendment. S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

The undersigned, members of the conlmittee to which was re 
ferred the resolutions relative to the term of office of Governor Mose. 
ley, and to the expediency of the governor elect taking the oath 
prescribed by the constitution in presence of both Houses of the pre- 
sent General Assembly, differing in opinion from the members of 
the committee who made a report on the 5ih inst., beg leave to pre- 
sent some of the reasons for their opinions in the following 

REPORT : 

Two distinct propositions are presented by the resolutions : The 
first relates to the term of office of the present Governor. The see*. 
26 
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and bat reference to tlie expediency of the Governor elect taking 
the oath of ofiice at the present time. Your committee will exam* 
ine each in its order. 

First, As to the term of office of the present Governor. The con«r 
stitutional provisions having reference to this subject are in these 
words : ** The governor shall be elected Cor four years by the qual- 
ified electors, at the time and place where they shall vote for repre* 
sentatives ; and shall remain in office until a successor be chosen 
and qualified.^' Const., art. 9. The 8d section of 4th article of 
the constitution says the representatives shall be chosen on the first 
Monday in the month of Oi^o^er, dice. In the ordinance adoptedi 
** In order that no inconvenience might arise from the organization 
and establishment of the State Government, it is declared" in case 
the constitution be ratified by the people, and immediately afler offi- 
cial information shall have been received that Congress have appro- 
ved the constitution and provided for the admission of Florida, the 
president of the convention shall issue writs of election to the proper 
officers in the difierent counties, enjoining them to cause an election 
to be held for Governor, Representative in Congress and Merobera 
of the General Assembly in each of their respective counties. The 
election shall be held on the first Monday afler the lapse of sixty 
days following the day of the date of the president's proclamation. 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ and the members of the General Assembly so elected 
shall assemble on the fourth Monday thereafter at the seat of Gov* 
ernment. '" 

The Governor^ Representative in Congress, and Members of the 
General Assembly shall enter upon the duties of their respecive offi- 
ces immediately after their election, under the provisions of this con- 
stitution, and shall continue in office in the same manner they would 
have done had they been elected in October. 

It will be noticed that the 2d section of dd article of the constitu- 
tion declares that the Governor shall be elected (or four years, » ♦ * 
and shall remain in office until a successor be chosen and qualified, 
dec. ; and that he shall be elected at the time when and the place 
where representatives are elected. The dd section of 4lh article 
says the representatives shall be chosen in October. The ordinance 
above quoted says the governor shall enter upon the duties of his of- 
fice immediately ater his election, and shall continue in office, in 
the same manner, and during the same period he would have done 
had he been elected jin October. 

That the present governor is to continue in office four years from 
some October, and to remain in office until a successor is chosen 
and qualified, the undersigned think admits of no question, (although 
he was declared by the Speaker of the House upon canvassing the 
votes for Governor in 1845, to be elected for four years from the 
26lh May, 1845.) The only doubt which appears to exist is as to 
which October is meant — whether it is the one preceding or subse- 
quent to the election. It is unnecessary for your committee to en* 
ler into an argument to show that the October preceding the elec- 
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tioD could nol have been meant, or that the October lucceediag the 
electioQ must have been meant. This matter was fully discussed bj 
(he Judiciary Committee of the House at the first session of the Gen. 
eral Assembly, in a report found on the 74th page of the House 
JonmaL Also in a report of the Attorney General of Sept. 8th, 1845. 

A resolution reported by the above mentioned committee in effect 
declares that the succeeding October was the one from which the 
term of office was to date. This resolution passed both House and 
Senate without a vote being recorded against it — without an objec- 
tion being made to appear on the journals, although several mem- 
bers of the constitution convention were members of this Legislature. 

The law passed by the last territorial legislature, in March, 1845, 
to facilitate the organization of the State Government, also points to 
ihe October of 1845 as being the proper one from which to date. 
The proclamation of election issued by Messsrs. Ward, Westcott and 
Brown, a committee appointed by the constitution convention for 
ihe purpose, and their certificate of election, coincide in the same 
view, except in this, that they (the committee) declare the governor 
was to be, and had been elected to hold his office for four years from 
the 26th May, 1845, and until his successor was chosen and qualified. 
Our elections have all been held in accordance with the construc- 
tion which fixes upon the October of 1845 as being the October re- 
ferred to in the 5th section of the schedule and ordinance ; and the 
^'sovereign people" by their acquiescence, have declared this con- 
struction correct. * , 

The resolution reported by the other members of the committee 
as a substitute for the resolutions referred to, in effect declares that 
the October of 1844 is /Ae October referred to in the fifih section of 
the schedule and ordinance. If we adopt this resolution we, by our 
action, declare all elections held under the present construction void. 
Every member of the legislature elected since 1845, is therefore 
illegally elected. Florida bus had neither Senate, or House of 
Representatives since the first General Assembly adjourned. 

The gentleman who canvassed the returns for governor, not be- 
ingtho Speaker of a constitutional House of Representatives, had 
no authority to open and publish them ; and consequently we have 
no authority for saying who is, under the constitution, the governor 
elect. 

The undersigned think it unnecessary to pursue this subject fur- 
ther, but briefly remark, to attempt now to put another construction 
upon the constitution than that which has been recoived and acted 
upon, and to act upon this other construction, would produce evils innu- 
merable, and no benefit. It would be to declare that wrong which 
the people by their action have declared to be right. 

The second matter referred to the committee, is the expediency 
and propriety of the Governor elect taking the oath of office in pre- 
sence of both Houses of the present General Assembly. 

Before a person can assume the duties of Governor, the following 
pre-requisites must be met : 
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Jlirtf—He roust possess the qualiOcations required by (he Oonsd* 
tution. to wit : He must have attained the age of 80 years, have 
Ibeen a citizen of the United States ten years, or an inhabitant of 
Florida at the time of the adoption of the constitution, (being a citi- 
zen of the United States,) and have been a resident of Florida at 
least Qve years neit preceding the day <^ eleetion. 

Second-^Ue must have the ** highest number of votes^ for the of 
fice of Xjiovernor, and the Speaker of the House of Representativea 
must so declare. 

Third — He must take the following oath or affirmation : ** I, 
■ ■■ ■ ' do swear or affirm, that I cm duly juaiified^ according to tho 
constitution of this State, to exercise the office to which I have been 
elected, and will, to (he best of my abilities, discharge the dutiea 
thereof, and preserve, protect, and defend the eonstitutum of this 
State, and of the Unked States." 

This done, and but one more thing is recjuisite to enable the Gov. 
ernor elect ** to exerciser" the office of Governor ; and that is, for the 
term of office of his predecessor to expire. 

This done, the mantle of authority is removed from the shoulders 
of the ex-Governor, to those of the Governor elect, without any 
thing to prevent it from sitting gracefully upon him, and none wilk 
be disposed to question his right of possession. 

In the presen' instance, two of the pre-re({uisite8 are declared ta 
exist ; constitutional qualifications, and the reception of the highest 
number of votes. 

It remains, then, first, for the oath to be taken ; second, for the 
acting Governor to serve out his term. 

That the Governor elect should take the oath of office in presence 
of both Houses of the General Assembly, seems most meet. It 
would add nuich to the impressiveness o' the occasion ; the fact of 
his being sworn would thus be matter of record on the Legislative 
journals — a fkting place for such a record. 

There being no session of the General Assembly other than the 
present, before tbe expiration of the term of office of the present Go- 
vernor, it seems to the undersigned to be proper for the Governor 
elect to take the oath of office " in presence of both Houses of the 
present General Assen^bly," at any lime which may suit the conve<> 
yjience of the parties. 

If the course proposed by the undersigned is pursued, there wiU 
be hereafter no clashing of opposing interest or opinions. As on the 
first Monday of October next, the constitutional qualifications will all 
centre in and around one person, be will be enabled to enter upon 
the discharge of the duties appertaining to his office, without oppo6i<« 
tion from any quarter ; and the constitutional question being settlec) 
by the precedent established, will enable him to retain the quiet pos* 
session of his office until the expiration of his term in October, 1853e 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

O. M. AVERY, 
LOUIS ALDRICB, 
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The foHowing rsportt fW>iD select committeei were presented i 

The select committee, to whom was referred a bill relative to tb« 
Ume of holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, report the 
same back to the Senate without amendment, and recommend the 
passrge of the same. J. M. SMITH, Chairman. 

The joint committee of conference, appointed hj the Senate and 
House of Representatives, to consider the dtfihrenoes of the two 
Houses upon the bill entitled. An act relating tooapit^l punishments, 
ask leave to REPORT: 

That, upon consideration and conference, thej hare agreed upon 
reporting the bill with the following amendments, and recommend 
to the two Houses its passage. The amendments proposed ^re aa 
follows : 

Reinstate the first section as it passed the Senate, striking out the 
10th, 11th, 19th, 13th, 14tb, 15th, and 16th lines, to, and including the 
word " Judges." 

Also substituting for the fourth section, the following : 

Be itfitriher enacted^ That in all cases where an j person has been^ 
or may hereafter be, convioted of any capital offence, and sentence 
of death passed, the Governor may commute the punishment, substi^ 
tuting imprisonment for not less than one year in every such case, 
and imposing a fine or whipping, or both, at his discretion. 

C. A. TWEED, 
Chainpan Senate Committee. 

Mr. Aldrich, from a select committee, reported a bill to be entitled, 
An act supplemental to an act entitled an act to grant pre-emption 
rights to settlers on State lands, passed at the present session. 

Which was read the first time, and ordere 1 to a second reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Aldrich from the Committee on enrolled bills, presented the 
following 

REPORT: 

The Committee on enrolled bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled the following bills, viz : 

A bill entitled. An act amendatory of the several acts relating to 
jurors and State witnesses ; 

A bill entitled. An act to declare Yellow River, in Walton Coun- 
ty a navigable stream ; 

A bill entitled, An act to authorize and provide for the election of 
Register of Public Lands; 

A bill entitled, An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and oth- 
er moneys adjudged to the State ; 

A bill entitled. An act to amend the revenue laws m force in this 
State; 

A bill entitled, An act to amend the revenue law of this State as 
regards Hawkers, Pedlars, and itinerant traders ; 

A bill entitled, An act to compel the Judges of the Circuit 
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Courti to hold the terms of Court at the timet and plaeet preeerfbed 
by law ; 

A bill entitled, An act to provide for the increase, inTettmeot, safe* 
keeping, and disbursement, of the common school fund. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House bill to be entitled, An act respecting weights and meas- 
ures. 

The Senate resumed, in Committee of the Whole, the considera- 
tion of said bill, Mr. Lorimer in the Chair. 

After sometime spent therein the Committee rose, and by their 
Chairman reported the bill bacic to the Senate without amendment, 
and ask^d to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Said bill was, on motion, read a second time bj its title, and re- 
ferred to a select Committee consisting of Messrs. Blown, White, 
and Crawford. 

Resolution relative to the election of Judges for the sevA'al judi- 
cial Circuits of this State on Sd inst., was read. 

Mr. Avery moved to strike out ** Sd" and insert ** 10." 

Which motion prevailed. 

Said resolution was, by common consent, passed over informally for 
the present. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to empower James C. Evans, a 
minor, to assume the management of his own estate, was read the 
ihird time, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Crawford, Lorimer, 
D. J. Smith, Tweed, White— 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Brown^ Costin, Floyd, Forward, Moseley, J. M. 
Smith— 6. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion, the petition, this morning presented, of citizens of 
Franklin County, was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Floyd, Tweed, and Moseley. 

House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the sale of real estate, 
was read the second time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju. 
diciary. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the time of 
holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, was read the se- 
jcond time, the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Crawford, Forward, 
Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed, 
White— 12. 

Nay— Mr. Floyd— 1. 

Said bill passed ; title as stated ; ordered to be certified to the 
House, 
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On motion, the Sonate took a recess for thirty minutes. 

Ac the expiration of which time, the session was resumed. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 10 o'^ 
clock, A. M. 

On which the jeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Moseley 
and J. M. Smith, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Burritt, Floyd, Lorimer, Sanderson, J. M. Smith 
—5. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Ghent, Moseley, D* 
J. Smith— 6. 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. J. M. Smith moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 
9 o'clock, A. M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Moseley 
and Ghent, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Burritt, Floyd, Lorimer, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, 
White— 6. 

Nays^ — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Ghent, Moseley, D. J# 
Smith— 5. 

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 9 o'clock, A. M. 



Tuesday, January 9, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Crawford, the reading 
of the journal was dispensed with. 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Lorimer introduced a bill to be 
entitled, An act to establish an asylum for the relief, comfort and 
protection of the poor and destitute of Leon county, which was read 
the first time, and 75 copies ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Burritt presented the following petition, which by common 
consent was ordered to be spread upon the journal : 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
General Assembly of Florida : 

The undersigned members of the Whig party of Franklin county, 
would beg leave respectfully to represent to your honorable body 
their views and wishes regarding the election of Judge for the Wes- 
tern District. They now entertain the same opinion which influen- 
ced them in their action when, in 1845, they denounced the demo- 
cratic legislature of that day because they excluded from considera" 
tion in the selection of Judges the qualifications and fitness of those 
who difiered from them in political sentiment. 

We then deprecated most earnestly that political uUraism which 
could make the judicial ermine the reward for political serl 
vice : and we cannot now see, in the change of party, any reason to 
ibrsake an honest and cherished principle. We believe that to notb' 
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inj( more than to this a|>irit of undiitingubhiog protcriptioa, Whiok 
characterized the democratic partj, is to be attributed the condem* 
nation and defeat which has befallen them. Besides this, in the 
Presidential election just terminated, the people of the United States 
have given unmistakeable evidence of their opposition to the.demo^ 
cratic doctrine of proscription for opinion's sake. 

We prefer now to practice what we have heretofore priMtched,-^ 
The whig party have now the opportunity of exhibiting an example 
of that conduct they have always professed to admire. They now 
can illustrate that moderate Jefiersonian policy recommended bj 
t>ur victorious old leader Gen. Taylor. 

[n accordance with the above sentiment, we take great pleasure in 
bearing our testimony to the legal ability and impartiality, the cour- 
teous and dignified deportment and high moral fortitude of our pres^ 
«nt Judge, the Hon. Geo. S. Hawkins. We are more constrained 
to give to his Honor our high commendation, because that during 
his wht>Ie judicial career, amidst the warmest political excitement 
which has surrounded him, he has preserved the judicial dignity un* 
Bullied, and has elicHed by his conduct the admiration and high per- 
sonal regard of all the whigs in our county. 

In conclusion, we have found the Hon. G. S. Hawkins honest and 
capable, and for a Judge we require nothing more. He has filled 
to our entire satisfaction the duties of his high ofiice, and we do most 
earnestly and respectfully recommend his re-election. 

J. C. MACLAY, BENJAMIN SALTER, 

A. DOWNER, JOHN G. RUAN, 
J. NUGENT CUMMINGS, A. WYLIE, 
CHESTER G. HOLMES, DAN. J. DAY, 
JNO. W. RINALDI, N. C. ROBBINS, 

B. F. NOURSE, CHAS. PRATT, 
HENRY D. DARDEN, WM. HONE, 

N. J. DEBLOIS, R. H. WINANS. 

On motion of Mr. Forward the vote had on yesterday en House bill 
to be entitled, An act to alter and change the term of holding the 
Circuit Courts in the Middle District, was reconsidered, and refer^ 
red to a select Committee consisting of Messrs. Crawford, White, 
and Moseley. 

The following reports from standing Committees were presented, 
viz: 

The Committee on Internal Improvements to whom was referred 
a bill entitled, An act making appropriation from the Internal Im- 
provement fund for digging a canal from the waters of the tadian 
river to the waters of Halifax river, and appointing commissioners 
ibr said purpose 

REPORT: 

That they have no doubt that the construction of such a canal, or 
some other mode of connecting said river84 would be of va«t utility, 
stnd would doubtless greatly enhance the value of the lands in that 
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^gloB, and prove a great conveiiience to the iohabitants theireai.' 
ftut doubting as they do the practicability of constructing a canal 
tWough a country of such character, they feel unwilling to hazard 
the Internal Improvement fund for such a doubtful purpose. 

W. P. MOSELEY, Chairman. 
D. L SMITH. 
The Committee on enrolled bills beg Jeave to report as correctly 
enrolled : 

A bill entitled, An act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and 
Tax Collectors, and for other purposes. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 
The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An act to amend the law of attachment in this State, 
KkVe had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 

r'ePORT : 

. That there is, in the opinion of the Committee, some obscurity in 
ttie said bill, but that they believe the object of said bill is to provide 
for process of attachment against individuals removing themselves,, 
or their property, from one county to another in the State, and that 
if such is the case, they beg leave to offer the following bill as a sub- 
ititute, and which, in the opinion of the Committee, nlore clearly 
expresses that object. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 
The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the peti- 
tion and memorial of Hiram Brooks, of the city of Apalachicola, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me %a 

REPORT: 

That the statement of indebtedness, made in said petition, they 
find, upon examination at the Comptroller's office, to be confirmed.-^ 
The Committee therefore do not feel authorized to doubt the validiiy. 
of the claim, or the liability of this State to pay it. It is believed 
to be but ati' a'^ct of justice to individuals holding scrip or audited 
claims for services rendered to the late territory, that they should be 
paid. From the report made by the Compirolier to the Legislature 
at its last session, it appeared that the amount of claims of this char« 
acter outstanding amounted to Sl6,184 37-100. The claim of the 
petitioner is included in this amount. The commhloe are not aware 
that any portion of the said 9 1 6*1 84 37-100 has since been paid.—' 
fn the language of a report made upon the subject 9f this territorial 
debt by the committee on claims in the House of Representatives at 
the last session. **as between the different holders of the scrip for 
this debt it would not be right that a preference should be given one 
o^er another, and it is obvious that" (in the present condition of our 
Treasury) •• all cannot be paid at oncj. In view of this difficulty, 
and to obviate trouble and annoyance in future legislation on this 
subject, the Committee have thought it best to suggest a general rem* 
I edf which will place "the holders of this scrip u|>on an equal foot.' 
3T 
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ing." They therefore recommend the passage of the accompanyin|^ 
bill, which provides for the redemption of this territorial scrip in 
ibur equal instalments, believing as they do that justice to these cred. 
iters, not less than to the character of the State, requires that some* 
certain and efiectual measure shall be at ence adopted for the ulti* 
mate extinguishment of this debt. S, L» BURRITT* Chairman* 
The following message' from the House was read': 

Ho]as9 OF REPB]B8Bi«T4.TiyK8, Jan. 8, 1849. 
Hon. President of the' Senate : 

Sib : The House has passed the Senate bill to be entitled. An act 
to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company, with the 
enclosed amendments. In which the concurrence of the Senate it 
respectfully requested* 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

€lerk House of Representatives. 
The Senate concurred in the amendments. 
Mr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee, reported back House 
bill to be entitled, An act amendatory of the pilot laws now in force 
in this State, without amendment. 

Mr. Sanderson, from a Select Committee,t'o whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled, An act to prescribe an eqqal and uniform mode of 
taxation, and for other purposes, reported a substitute for said bill, 
the substitute bearing the same title. 

The following message and accompanying document were also 
read: 

House of Rbpsesentativbs, Jan. 8, 18491 
J9bn. President of the Senate : 

Sib : The House has received the enclosed message from the Gov. 
«mor, directed to the Senate and House of Representatives. The 
nominations have been concurred in, and the message ordered to be 
ftansmitted to the Senate for their action. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives^ 
ExECimy^ Depabtmbivt, January , 1849. 
gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I ^hereby nominate the following persons as Auctioneers for the 
eounty of Monroe, to wit : William H. Wall, Asa F. TiH, Joseph A. 
Thouron, F. J. Moreno, R. L. Hicks, G. L. Bowne, R. D. Fon- 
lane, W. H. Yon Pfilster, James Fifor, Hiram Benncr, William 
Carry, John P. Baldwin, S. J. Ashley, and A. Patterson. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Said nominations were advised and consented to by the Senate. 
The following was also read : 

House of Representatives, Jan. 8, 1849. 
Won. President of the Senate : 

Sib : The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled. An act to 
provide for the election of a keeper of Public Archives in the cities 
^ St. Augustine and Pensacola, and to prescribe their duties, iuij.^ 
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^tti the enclosed amendnients, and reqnest the concurrenoe of tbt 
-Senate therein. Respectfully, W. B.LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments. 

The House returned Senate bills to be entitled : 

An act amendatory of the several acts offeree in this State rela^ 
tive to trading with slaves ; 

An act to authorize William Tenant and Jehn B. Tenant to es- 
tablish a ferry across Escambia river ; 

An act providing for the purchase on the part of the State of lands 
offered for saleibr taxes; 

An act prescribing a general method for the issuing of licenaes, 
and the payment of the tax thereon ; 

An act to encourage and facilitate the construction of a Rail Road 
from some point on the St. Mary's River or waters adjacent thereto, 
40 Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate partnerahips for that 
purpose; 

As passed by the House without amendment* 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. D. J. Smith the rule was waived, «nd he aJ- 
Jowed to presdnt the following report : 

Mr. D. J. Smith, from the Committee on the Militia, to whom 
sras referred a bill to be entitled. An act to alter and amend the 
Militia Law of this State, submits the following REPORT : They 
have had the bill under consideration, and believing that it would 
not be expedient to so entirely abolish the Militia law of this State, 
recommend that the bill be net passed. 

D. J. SMITH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Brown the jule was waived and he allowed to 
present preamble and resolutions in relation to a light house at or 
near the mouth of the Suwannee, which was read the first timo, the 
rule waived, read a second and third time bf its title and passed. Or« 
dered to be certified to the House. 

The following communication was liraasmitted to his Excellency 
the Governor : 

SsNATB Chambbb, Jan. 4, 1849. 
Hii Excellency W. D. Mosblbt, Governor^ Jfc. : 

Sir — I have the honor to transmit for the approval of your ExceK 
lency the foliowinj; bills, viz : 

An act to provide for the increase, investment* aafe keeping and 
disbursement of the Common School Fund ; 

An act to declare Yellow River, in Walton county, a navigable 
stream; 

An act to amend the revenue law of this State as regards Haw« 
kersy Pedlars and Itinerant traders ; 

An act to amend the revenue laws in force in this State ; 

An act to compel the Judges of the Circuit Courts to hold the term 
ef court at (he times and places prescribed bylaw ; 

An act to authorize and provide for the election of Register of 
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l^ublic Lands for tfie State of Florida by the qualified ^vottfts mil^ji^ 
ike tame ; 

Ad act relating to the duties of Tax Assessors and Tax Collec;- 
lora, aod for other purposes ; 

An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs and other monejs ad* 
judged to the State | 

An act aioendatorj of Jthe several acts relative to jTurors and State 
witnesses* 

Passed bj the two Houses of the Oeperal Assembly, and signed 
by the presiding ofiicers thereof. 

Respectfiilly, P. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 

ORDERS OF THE D,iY. 

Resolution relative to the election of Judges for the several Judl* 
cial Circuits of this State on 10th instant. 

Mr. Tweed moved that said Resolution be postponed until to. 
morrow. On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. 
Forward and Burritt, and were : 

Yeas— ^A^essrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Lori. 
mar, Mosi^ley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed and Watts-^11. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Brown, Costin, Forward, 
Ghent, J. M. Smith and White-^8. 

Said motion prevailed. 

House resolution relative to the question in controveraj between 
the North and South, was read the second time, and ordered to ^ 
third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the purpose of keeping the 
Indians within their boundary j 

^nd If oMfe preamble and resolution asking Congress to take soo^ 
action to keep the Indians of Florida within their prescribed boonda* 
ry ; were read the first time, the rule waived, read a second tinne by 
their title, and referred to the Commitcee on the State of the Com. 
monwealth. 

House preamble and resolution asking Congress for an appropri* 
ation for t^e improvement of the Chipola river; 

House preamble and resolution urging upon Congress the pay. 
ment of the claim of the estate of John W, Levinus, were read the 
$rst time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd the Senate took a recess until 8 o'clock. 

9 o'clock, ;. M. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the benefit of the scrip holders of 
the late Territory of Florida, was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act 
10 amend an act regulating the mode of proceeding on attachments. 
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.Was read the first rtime, the rule waired, ^ad a second tiifie bj iti 
title, and referred to the Committee on the J^udiciarj. 

House resolution relative to Wm. A. Sever, was read the second 
time. 

Mr. Mosely otfered the fpllowing amenfiments, viz : Scrilce out the 
Words ^*hlood hounds" and insert in lieu thereof the words 
M Use of the annj." Also add the following : ** Resolve^ further, 
That a copj of the foregoing resolution, properly authenticated, be 
ibrw.arded to our Senators and Representative in Congreitjs." Which 
were unanimously adopted, and the resolution, as amended} adopted. 
Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Engrossed bill to be .entitled, An act to organize the county of Hi* 
laka, was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
jeas and nays were : ^ 

YeastrM^ssrs. Brown, Burritt, Floyd, Forward, Sanderson, J4 
M. Smith, 'il'weed and Watts-— 8. 

Nays-^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Crawford, Lorimer, Mose« 
ley, D. J. Smith and Whi e— 7. 

Said bill passed. Title as statp^. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled, An act to jrender taxation more equable, by 
imposing a tax upon subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing the 
rates upon subjects now taxed, was read the second time. 

Mr. Forward ofiTered the fpllpwing amendment, viz : Add at the 
end of sec. 2 the following, vi^ s *' That hereafler taxes on third rate 
land shall be one quarter of a cent per acre." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forwi^rd 
and J. M. Smith, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt* 
Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, \Vatls 
—12. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Crawford, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Whiter-5|. 

Said amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Floyd moved to amend by adding the following to the second 
section, viz : 

That no incorporated town or city, except Pensacola, in this^tat^ 
shall be allowed to assess or collect more than fifty per cent on the 
amount of the lax assessed for State purposes. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd an^ 
Brown, and were, 

Yeas — Messrs. Browj^i, Floyd, Ghent, Watts — 4. 

Navs — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Crawford^ 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D* J. Smith, Tweed — 11* 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Floyd moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed. Said 
motion was lost. 

Mr. Watts moved to amend the 1st section by striking out all afler 
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following, viz : 

That the act approved Jan. 8, 1848, entitled, An act to amend th^ 
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jMiTeral acts to raise a revenue for the State, H^pproted lalj iU^ 164&V 
aod Dec. 27, 1845, be and the same is hereby repealed* 

Said motion was lost* 

Mr. Floyd moved to amend the 2d section by adding the following* 
.^iz: ^ That there shall bo exempted from taxation in this State to 
every man or woman at the head of a family, property to the amooot 
,of three hundred dollars." On which the yeas and nays were cal* 
led for by Messrs. Floyd and Ghent, and were, 

Teas — Messrs. Floyd, Ghent — 2. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. AldHch, Austin, Brown, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, i, M. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts, White— 15/ 

Said motion was lost. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to morrow. 

Engrossed substitute to House resolution, authorizing the Regis- 
ter of Public Lands to invest any moneys in his hands in the pur* 
.chase of State certificates, was read the third time and passed. 
Ordered to be certified to the House« 

Bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act authorizing the United 
States of America to purchase real estate in Florida for the purpose 
jof locating arsenals, dock yards, magazines, forts, ^c, was read the 
second time. 

Mr. Forward moved that said bill be laid upon the table. 

Said motion was lost. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reaching to-morrow. 

A resolution relative to the adjournment, sine die^ of the General 
Assembly, was read the second time. 

Mr. D. J. Smith moved to fill the blank therein with *' 15th." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. White 
And D. J. Smith, and were. 

Yeas — Messrs. Ghent, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith— 4. 

Nays-^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Mosely, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, 
White— 13. 

Said motion was lost. 

If r. Floyd moved that the blank be filled by inserting <48th.^ 
Qn which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sanderson 
and D. J. Smith, and were, 

Yeas-r-Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, J. M. Smith, 
tweed, Walts, White-^15. 

Nays — Messrs. Sanderson, D. X Smith — 2. 

Said motion prevailed. On motion the rule was waived, and said 
resolutiou read a third lime and passed. Ordered to be certified to 
Ihe House. 

House bill to be entitled An act explanatory of the laws relating 
to interest, was read the second time ; the Senate refused to order 
said bill to a third reading. 

IJousp bil) to bo eptitled An act for the relief of Benjamin Qayts, 
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#as read (he second time and referred to the Committe on CdipbrkV 
dons. 

House bill to be entitled An act respecting the election of certain' 
x^flicers of the General Assembly, of this State, was read the second' 
time. Mr. Plojd Qtoved that said bill be indefinitely postponed.* 
Said motion pre.vaileid* 

Bill to be entitled An act supplemental to an act entitled an ad 
to grant pre-emptioo rights to settlers on State Lands, passed at the' 
present session, was read the second time, the rule waived, read a 
third timebj its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and* 
nays were, 

Yeas — Mr. President, JIfessrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown,* 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Loriiper, jifosely, Sanderson, D* 
J. Smith, J. M. Smith, White— 15; 

Nays— Mr. Watts— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled An act to provide for the payipent of services 
rendered by overseers of public roads in the couqty of Leon, was 
re.ad the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
jnjg to-morrow. 

Billio be entitled. An act to authorize ihe Register of the Land 
Offibe' fo^appoint adeputy,'and for other purposes, was read a second 
time. 

Ifr. Sanderson pfiered the following as an additional section, viz : 

♦•Sec. 4. Be U further enacted, That all accounts of the said 
Register shall be nirst audited, and allowed by the Comptroller of 
the State before the same shall be paid." 

Which was adopted. 

On motion the rule was waived, said bill read a third time by its 
title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Forward, Ghent, 
Lorinoer, Sanderson, Tweed, White-T-9. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, CiraWford, Floyd, Moseley, D. J. 
Smith, J. M. Smith, Walts— 8. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated^ Ordered to be certified to the 
Qouse. 

Bill to be entitled. An act making appropriation ffonr the internal 
improvement fund for digging; a Canal from the waters of ^e Indianf 
River to the waters of the Halifax River, and appointment of Con^ 
missioners for the same : 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the Senate resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Sanderson in the Chair. 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by their 
chairman reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

The Senate refused. 

Mr. Forward moved to reinstate the following as the first section of 
Aid bill, which had been'stricken out in committee of the whole, viz; 

Sbctioi!! 1. ffe U enacted by the Senate and House cf RepreteW'' 
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iativesof iHe Stale of Florida in Chward Aisemblif cotneniedf Tha^ 
there be appropriated from the intcfrnal improTement fund of thit" 
State the turn of three thousand dollars, for the purpose of digging a' 
Canal from the waters of Indian rivbr to the waters of Halifax riTer, 
in the county of Oringe, at or near a place called the Haulover, be- 
tween said rivers. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for" by Messrs* Forward 
and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Forward, Loruner, Sanderson, J. 
M. Smith— 6. 

Naysi-Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, ^Tery, Crawibrd, Floyd, 
Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, WatU, White— 10. 

Said motion was lost. 

The Senate refused to order said bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and amend the Militia' 
laws of this State, was read the second time. 

Mr. Floyd moved that said bill be laid upon the table. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Sander- 
son and Tweed, aud were : 

Yeas — ^^Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avtry, Floyd, Forward; 
Moseley, D. Jl Smith, J. M: Smith, Watts and White— 10. 

Nays-^Messrs. Austin, Brown, Crawford, Lorimer, Sanderson' 
and Tweed— 6. 

Said motion prevailed. 

House bill to be entitled. Ah act amendatory of the pilot laws now 
in force in this State, was read the second time, the rule waived, read 
a third timo by its title, atid on the question of its parage, the yeaa 
and nays were : 

Yeas— ^Mr. President, Mess^. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Floyd, 
Moseley, Sanderson, J; M. Smith and White — 9. 

Nays— ^Messrs. Avery, Crawford^ Forward, D. J. Smith and 
Tweed— 5. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to'lM certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to amend the law of attachment in' 
force in this State, was read the second tim^, and dti the question of 
engrossing said bill for a third reading to.mdrrow,'tbe yeaa and nays 
were : ^ 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, 
Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed and Watts—Q. 

Nays— Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Forward, Moseley, D; J. 
Smith and White— 7. 

Said bill was therefore ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to prescribe an equal and uniform mode 
cK' taxation, and for other purposes ; 

Mr. Tweed moved that said bill be laid upon the table ; on which' 
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the yeas and najn were called for bj Metsrt. Sanderson and Tweed, 
and were : 

Yeai — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts, and White — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Forward, Sanderson, J. M. Smith — 4. 

On motion of Mr. J. M. Smith, the Senate adjourned until to. 
morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



WsDifBSDAT, January 10, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A (]uorum being present, on motion of Mr. White, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford the nominations made on Monday last 
by His Excellency the Governor, of G. G. Holt and John Denham 
as auctioneers for the County of Wakulla, were advised and consen. 
ted to by the Senate. 

Mr. Lorimer moved to reconsider the vote had on yesterday rela- 
tive to the amendment (which was adopted) of Mr. Forward to the 
bill to be entitled, An act to render taxation more equable by im- 
posing a tax upon subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing the rates 
upon subjects now taxed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and White, and were : 

Yeas — ^jfessrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt, Crawford, Lori« 
mer, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White— 9. 

Nays — Mr. President, ifessrs. Avery, Floyd, Forward, 3foseley, 
J- ilf. Smith— 6. 

Said motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr, Bnrritt, House bill to be entitled. An act to a- 
mend an act entitled an act to regulate the pilotage of the bar of the 
river St. Johns, was taken from the table and placed among the or- 
ders. 

Mr. J. M. Smith presented premble and resolution relative to the 
subject of international exchange. 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title and passed. 

Ordered td be certified to the House. 

The following reports from standing Committees were read : 

The Committee on Federal Relations to whom was^ referred the 
report on the subject of international exchanges, by Mens. Alexander 
Vattemare, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That the scheme submitted to the State of Florida through its Exec- 
utive and its Senators in Congress, in which its participation is invited, 
28 
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h one which is characterized by an enlightened polfcy, and in its ex« 
ecution would prove eminently advantageous. The plan ofintema- 
tional, literary and scientific exchanges has been so fully developed 
iu the memorial submitted by its learned projector, Mr. Alexander 
Vattemare, and which accompanies this report, that your committee 
is spared the labor of any extended remarks upon the subject. The 
proceedings taken by the Congress and Executive of the United 
Statef, and of several of the States of this Union, in furtherance of 
the scheme, while they afford the strongest assurance of its wisdom 
and policy, suggest also the appropriate mode to be adopted by other 
States which may desire to unite in its accomplishment and partici* 
pate in its benefits. That it promises to the new State of Florida 
more than a mere reciprocity of benefits, becomes apparent when 
we regard the moderate requisition which it asks and cheerfully re- 
ceives from the several States, and the munificent returns in scarce 
and valuable books and documents which it has invariably conferred 
in return. Regarding the actual condition of many of the States of 
this Union, now settled and sparsely inhabited, with no repositories of 
ancient records, no extensive collection or variety of books, where 
withal to enter upon equal terms into this literary and scientific ex- 
change, this liberal scheme exacts no more than the circumstancea 
of each may enable it to afibrd without burthen or inconvenience, 
and never graduates its returns by any rigid calculation of cost or 
value. 

From the State of Florida, for instance, the generous patron and 
originator of this scheme would cheerfully accept whatevei^ recent 
historical records alone enable us to ofier : copies of the Constitu- 
tion and laws of our State, as already published, together with the fii- 
ture Ecries of our laws and public documents. Of the irst, we could 
readily furnish at once in a suitable form, in a number of Thompson's 
Digest, a most acceptable contribution to the collection making in 
Europe of similar state documents ; and we could continue the con- 
tribution for the future, by directing to the same destination the re- 
quisite number of future state laws and public documents as they res- 
pectively are published. So if in the further progress of our history 
in the further exploration of our new territory, literary or scientific 
treasures should be accumulated, any excess or abundanpe of these 
would constitute a valuable fund for future exchanges. These sub- 
jects make up the **material stores" whereon our partnership in this 
grand international concern may be founded, and with a very light 
cost to the State, for which the return would be more than equiva- 
lent. 

But another part of the scheme contemplates the establishment of 
central agencies in Europe and the United States — "the machinery" 
which is deemed necessary to give to it effect and permanency. 
The details of this part of the scheme are embraced in the report of 
Mr. Yattemare, accompanying this, in which it is seen that to meet 
rhe expenses of (he plan, and to engage suitable agency in carrying 
u on, a permanent annual fund of $10,000 is requisite. Of this fund 
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' the government of the United Statfss and Legislatures of seven of 
the states are already pledged to furnish the annual amount of $4,300 
— leaving to be supplied bj the contribution of twonty-three other 
states the remaining sum of 85,950. 

And now the question occurs to your committee, whether to sug. 
gestto the General Assembly of the state, the assumption of any part 
of this contribution as a permanent investment by this state? If 
made at all it should be as permanent as the pioposed institution, and 
only to be wKfadrawn when the plan failed to secure its promised re- 
suits. Looking to the amounts contributed by other and ^reat states, 
viz: New Yor^ Virginia, Massachusetts and others, the sum of $100 
per annum may be deemed a liberal contribution from the new 
state of Florida. Such a sum would not bo seriously felt as a bur- 
then, and insuring, as it would, to our state a full right of communion 
in this grand and liberal scheme, in the literary and scientific trea- 
sures to be distributed under it, would greatly more than compensate 

^ us and our posterity for that small outlay. 

JAS, H. T. LORIMER, Chairman. 

Resoluiiona of the General Assembly of Florida. 

Wheheas, The legislature of Florida regards with interest the 
noble design of a national interchange of the productions ofart, sci- 
ence, industry and natural history projected by Mons. Alexander 
Vattemare, and patronized with such magnificence by the French 
government, and is desirous of contributing to a work so important : 

i. Resolved by the General Assembly^ That the spirit which has 
conceived this design is as admirable as the disinterested enthusiasm 
which has achieved it; and that this legislature, as a testimonial of 
its appreciation of the character and services of its distinguished au- 
thor, do enact, that ten copies of the journals of each session of the 
state legislature, and ten copies of Thompson's Digest, be deposited 
in the Secretary of State's ofBce, subject to iho order of Alexander 
Vattemare. 

2. Resolved^ That the sum of one hundred dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated to defray the expense of an agency in 
the city of Paris in France, for the purpose of receiving and transmit- 
ting such works as may be made the subject of international ex- 
changes. 

3. And he U resolved^ That the governor of this State be, and he 
is hereby authorized to appoint some suitable person as agent for the 
state of Florida at the city of Paris in France. 

4. And be it further resolved^ That the said sum of one hundred 
dollars be transmitted by the Secretary of State whenever officially 
informed that such agency has been duly established ; and that the 
said agent be requested to report semi-annually to the Governor of 
this State of all his transactions and proceedings relative thereto. 

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred for re-exam* 
ination a bill to be entitled. An act to amend and alter the election 
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law ia thU State, bare had the same under eonsideration, and aee 
DO reason to change their views, presented on a former occasion, in 
regard to the bill. The Committee, therefore, report the bill with- 
out amendment, and ask to be discharged, &c. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 
The Committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom was 
referred the petition of certain citizens of Alachua count/, praying 
for the enactment of a law similar to that In force in the county of 
Escambia, relative to the slaughter of cattle, and also for the enact* 
ment of a law prohibiting the marking and branding of unmarked 
cattle, over one year old, commonly called ** Harry Dicks," have 
had the same under consideration, and beg leave respectfully to 

REPORT: 

That in the opinion of your Committee, a general law, similar in 
its provisions to that in force in Escambia county, would impose a < 
burden upon nMiny of the counties in this State, without a correspon* 
dent good. That law is more peculiarly applicable to counties in 
which there are incorporated towns, and where there are markets 
regularly supplied. The law now in force, prohibiting and making 
it a criminal offence to fraudulently mark and brand any unmarked 
animal, with intent to claim the same, if properly enforced, is suffi* 
cient to protect the property of stock owners. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

JOHN L. CRAWFORD, Chairman. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an en. 
grossed bill to be entitled. An act relating to the »ale of Real Es^ 
iate, have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to repFort it baqk to the Senate, with a recommendation that the 
said bill should not be passed. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

The Committee on Taxation and Revenue, to whom was referred 
a bill entitled, An act to abolish the allowance of tare or gross 
weights on bales of unmanufactured cotton, 

REPORT: 

That they have examined said bill, and find that it proposes to 
make it a criminal offence for any person purchasing cotton, to take 
off for tare more than the usual custom of two pounds from each bale. 
The Committee are not aware that such practice exists any where ; 
but should such be the case, they deem it improper. They there- 
fore return said bill without amendment or comment, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

T. M. WHITE, Chairman. 

The Committee on the State of the Commonwealth, to whom was 
referred House bill entitled, An act for the purpose of keeping the 
Indians within their boundary ; a^so, preamble and resolutious upoy 
Ihe same subject, beg leave to 
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REPORT: 

That they haTo bad the same under consideration, and are fully 
satisfied that some legislation upon the subject is necessary. The 
policy of restraining tne Indians within their boundary, will require 
no suggestions from the committee to commend it to the Senate* 
Unless this is done, difficulties will arise between them and the 
whites, which would eventually lead to hostilities. These Indians 
have a trading establishment situated within their boundary, by and 
under the direction of the U. S. Government. Their trade should 
be confined to that post, as no necessity exists for them to so beyond 
their limits for trade or other purposes. If this is enforced, as was 
intended by the General Government, and the interest of the com* 
munitf in that section requires, all difficulties between them and the 
whites will be entirely removed, or at least the probabilities of diffi. 
culties and dissentions greatly lessened. 

J. P. SANDERSON, Chairman CommiUee. 

Mr. Brown, from a select Committee, presented the following re- 
port : 

The select Committee to whom was referred a bill respecting 
weights and measures, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave, respectfully to 

REPORT: 

That the Congress of the United States have passed a law provi* 
ding for the distribution of a uniform system of weights and meas- 
ures, to the several States ; which have been distributed, with the 
exception of the States of Florida, Texas, Iowa and Wisconsin. — 
The Secretary of the Treasury of the United StatQs in his report of 
1848, says that standards ibr the States not yet supplied, are in the 
course of preparation. 

Tour Committtee therefore respectfully recommend that the bil] 
be not passed, which is respectfully submitted, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

M. C. BROWN, Chairman Sel. Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Avery said report and bill were laid on the table* 

The following messages from the House were read : 
House of Rbpsbsbntatives, 

January 6, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House has concurred in Senate amendments to Housf 
bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act concerning roads and 
highwaye now in force in this State ; 

An act for the SheriflT and Tax Assessor and Collector of Hills- 
borough County ; 

And, An act to incorporate the Florida and Georgia Rail Road 
Company. 

Respectfully, WM. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 



I 
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HOUSX OF RBFSESEIfTATIVES, } 

January 10, 1849. ) 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House has concurred in the amendments to the Senate 
bill to be entitled, An act relating to capital punishments, proposed 
by the Committee of conference, and herewith enclosed. 

Respectfully, WM. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representalives. 

Ordered that said bill be enrolled. 

The House returned Senate bills to be entitled, An act amenda- 
tory of the several acts now in force in relation to the assessment 
and collection of the revenue. 

An act in relation to the Comptroller's Office. 

An act uniting the County of Dade to the County of Monroe, for 
Judicial purposes, under certain limitations and restrictions ; 

As indefinitely postponed by the House. 

The House returned Senate bill to be entitled. An act for the 
benefit of Craven G. Fife and James R. Tucker, as passed by the 
House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution relative to the election of Judges for the several Judi. 
cial Circuits of this State by the present General Assembly, was read 
the thifd time, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, Sander- 
aon, D. J. Smith, Walts, and While — 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, For- 
ward, Ghent, Moseley, J. M. Smith, and Tweed — 11. 

The Senate refused to proceed to the election of Judges for the 
several Judicial Circuits of this State. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the purpose of keeping the In- 
dians within their boundary, and House preamble and resolutions ask* 
ing Congress to take some action to keep the Indians of Florida within 
their prescribed boundary, were read the second time, and ordered 
to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Floyd, from the Committee on Corporations, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Corporations, to whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of Benjamin Hays, ask leave to report : 

That they find nothing in the act, which, in the opinion of the 
committee, should not be granted. The committee are aware that 
there exists, to a great extent, in the minds of people residing in towns 
and cities, and other incorporated places, opposition to Botanical 
Practitioners of Medicine, yet your committee see no reason why Bo- 
tanical Physicians should not be protected as well by the laws, as 
plher Physicians, who qnder the laws are permitted to practice, with* 
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<n]t even having undergone an examination of a Medical Board o( 
Physicians. 

Your committee, therefore, report the bill back with the following 
amendment : After the enacting clause, insert, " That all Botan* 
ical Physicians in this State be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
sue for and recover in the Courts of this State, all dues and accounts 
for medical services, in the same manner as bills and accounts of li* 
censed practitioners are collected. '^ 

Your committee would also recommend that the title of said bill 
be changed as follows : a bill to be entitled. An act to authorize Bo- 
tanical Physicians to sue for their accounts. 

The committee, in asking to be discharged, are aware that the 
Senate, by referring a bill of the above nature to them, did not mean 
to throw ridicule upon members of its own body ; but that they rather 
meant to ridicule the Botanical Practitioners of Medicine, and with 
a hope to defeat the ends aimed to be acquired by the individual who 
sought relief. R. J. FLOYD, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson, ordered that the latter portion of said 
report be not acted upon. 

Mr. Forward, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, presented 
the following report : 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, beg leave to report as cor- 
rectly engrossed, An act to provide for the payment of services ren- 
dered by Overseers of Public Roads in the County of Leon ; 

An act to render taxation more ecjuable by imposing a tax upon 
subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing the rate upon subjects now 
taxed; 

An act to amend an act authorizing the United States of America 
to purchase real estate in Florida for the location of Arsenals, Dock 
Yards, Magazines, Forts, 4&c., passed in 1845, and 

An act to amend the law of Attachment in force in this State. 

W. A. FORWARD, Chairman. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to provide for the payment of 
services rendered by Overseers of Public Roads in the County of 
Leon, was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, J. 
M. Smith, Tweed, Walts, White— 16. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act authorizing 
iho United Slates of America to purchase real estate in Florida, for 
the location of Arsenals, Dock Yards, Magazines, Forts, dec, 
passed in 1845, was read the third time, and on the question of its 
passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Craw- . 
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ford, Glieiit, Lorimer, Moselej, Sandenon, Tweed, Watti, White 
—13. 

Nays — Mr. Forward, — 1. 

Said bill paiaed. Title at stated. Ordered to be certi6ed to the 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to amend the law of attach- 
ment in force in this State, was read the third time, and on the ques* 
tioa of its passage the yeas and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Sanderson, Watts — 2. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mose* 
ley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, White— 16. 

Said bill was lost. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act to render taxation more equa- 
ble by imposing a tax upon subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing 
the rate upon subjects now taxed, was read the third time. 

The question was now put upon the amendment of Mr. Forward, 
yesterday adopted, but this day reconsidered. And, on said question 
of adopting said amendment, the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Forward and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Brown, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, 
Sanderson, J. M. Smith — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, WaUs, White— 12. 

Said amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the question of the passage of said bill be 
divided. 

Mr. President decided it could not be done. 

On the question of the passage of said bill the yeas and nays were : 

Teas — Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Crawford, Forward, 
Moseley, Tweed, White— 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Costin, Floyd, Ghent, Lorimer, D. J. 
Smith, J. M. Smith— 7. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the relief of Benjamin Hays, 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to bo entitled. An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to regulate the Pilotage of the bar of the river St. Johns, was read 
the second time, the rule waived, read a third time by its title, and 
on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Cos- 
tin, Crawford, Floyd, Ghent, Moseley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, 
Tweed, Walts, White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the sale of real estate. 
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was read the second time. Mr. Burritt moved that said bill be in- 
definitely postponed* Said motion prevailed. 

Bill to be entitled An act to amend and alter the election law in 
force in this state, was, on motion, read a second time by its title 
The Senate refused to order said bill to be engrossed for a third rea- 
ding. 

House preamble and resolution asking Congress for an appropria- 
lion for the improvement of the Chipola river. Mr. D. J. Smith mo- 
ved that Ihe rule be waived and sdtd preamble and resolution read a 
second and third time and put upon their passage. On which the 
yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and Brown, and 
were: 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldricfa, Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, For- 
ward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, 
White^lS. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Brown, Costin, Floyd, Tweed— 5. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Forward moved that said preamble and resolution be indefi- 
nitely postponed. On which the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs D. J. Smith and Floyd, and were, 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Forward, 
Ghent, Mosely, Sanderson, Tweed — 0. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Lorimer, 
D. J. Smith, White— «. 

Said motion prevailed. 

Bill to be entitled. An act to establish an asylum for the relief, 
comfort and protection of the poor and destitute of Leon county, was 
read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yea8-*Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Mosely, San. 
derson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed— 16. 

Nays— None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Bill to be entitled An act for the benefit of the scrip holders of the 
late Territory of Florida, was read a second time. 

Mr* Sanderson moved to amend by adding the following proviso at 
the end of section 1, viz : 

^Provided that the Comptroller shall not be authorized under this 
act to issue warrants exceeding the amount of $16,184 57-100." 

Said motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved to amend by striking out the words, in 5th 
and 6th lines of section 1, ** with interest at six per cent, from date." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Burritl 
and J. M. Smith, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. 
Smith— 12. 

29 
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Nays^Messrs. Avery, Burrittt Floyd, Tweed^4. 
Said motion prevailed. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed for a third reading to*morro^« 
The following message from his Excellency the Governor was read; 
ExBcunvs Dbpastmbivt, Jan. 10, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Repretentatives : 

I hereby nominate the following persons as Auctioneers for the 
counties in which they respectfully reside, to wit : William J. Key- 
ser and John Forecheimer, for the county of Santa Rosa ; Stephen 
Daniel, for the county of Washington ; J. N. Whitehurst, for the 
county of Jackson. Also, E. H. Richards^ John E. Johnson and 
Thomas H. Parsons, as Port Wardens for the Port of Cedar Keyt ; 
and John Denbara, Port Warden for the Port of St. Marks ; and 
Charles T. Porter and William Harrison, Commissieners of Fishe- 
ries for the county of Washington. To which your advice and con- 
sent is respectfully solicited. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Said nominations were advised and consented to. 
Also the following : 

ExBCUTTVE DEPARTUEifT, Jan. 10, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 

The following Acts and Resolutions passed at your present session 
are approved, to wit : 

An act to provide for the increase, investment, safe keeping and 
disbursement of the common school fund ; 

An act declaring Yellow River, in Walten county, a navigable 
stream ; 

An act to amend the revenue laws of this State, as regard haw- 
kers, pedlars and itinerant traders ; 
An act to amend the revenue laws offeree in this State ; 
An act requiring the Judges of the Circuit Courts to hold the terms 
of Court at the time and places prescribed by law ; 

An act to authorize and provide for the election of Register of 
Public Lands, by the qualified voters of this State ; 

An act in relation to the duties of Tax Assessors and Tax Collec- 
tors, and for other purposes ; 

An act relating to fines, forfeitures, costs, and other moneys ad- 
judged to the State ; 

An act amendatory of the several acts relating to Jurors and State 
Witnesses ; 

An act to provide for the establishment of Conmion Schools in 
this State ; 

An act to authorize the several Judges of Probate in this State to 
solemnize the rites of matrimony, and for other purposes ; 

An act to amend an act c5nceming roads and highways, passed 
at the adjourned session of 1845 ; 

An act to authorize the administrators of John W. Du Bose, de- 
ceased, to sell real estate ; 

Aft act concerning the records of Levy county ; 
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Aa aet for die Telief of James M. Bates : 

An act compensating Lewis H. Miller for talcing the census of 
Holmes coonty in 1648 ; 

An act to change certain precincts in Columbia county ; 

An act for the relief of Marj A. Hardee and Mrs. — * Burnett ; 

An act te empower Greorge P. Keyes, a minor, to assume the 
management of his own estate ; 

An act to locate permanently tke county site of Calhoun county, 
and for other purposes ; 

An act to amend an act to change the northern line of St. Lucie 
county, approved December 26, 1846 ; 

Preamble and Resolution asking Congress to establish a mail 
line therein named ; 

Preamble and Resolution asking Congress to pass a law authoriz- 
ing the payment of the claim of the Rev. John Tucker, as chaplain 
for Garrison's Battalion of Florida Militia ; 

Preamble and resolution relative to the establishment of certain ' 
mxLxl routes ; and 

Resolution for the relief ef W. J. Faircloth* 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

House bill to be entitled, Aa act to authorize Jos. M. Crews to 
establish a Ferry near the mouth of Oalusta, in Columbia County, 
was read the iirst time, the rule waived, read a second and third time 
by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldricb, Austin, Avery, Brown, Bur. 
ritt, Crawford, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, J* M. Smith* Tweed^l5. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the protection of old and in- 
firm slaves, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second 
time by its title, and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act regulating Judi- 
cial Proceedings, was read the fini time, the rule waived, read a se- 
cond time by its title, 75 copies ordered to be printed, and said bill 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend the laws now in force 
establishing a Tariff of Fees, was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading to*morrow. 

On motion of Mr. D. J.Smith, the Senate adjourned until to.mor- 
row, 10 o'clodc, A. M. 

Thhiisdat, January 11, 1849, 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum beine present, on motion of Mr. D. J« Smithy the read* 
i9g of the Journal was dispensed with. 
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A Committee from the House inFonnecl the Sefaale Aat the Bouae 
had rescinded the 6th Joint Rule, in which Ihej Mked the coMcur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The Senate concurred, and bj a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
White, Burritt and Austin, so informed the House* 

A committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been appointed io wait upon, and request the Senate to return to 
the House, Senate bill entitled, An act amendatorj of the several 
acts now in force in relation to the assessment and collection of the 
revenue. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs* Tweed, Lorimer 
and D. J. Smith, were appointed to return said bill to the House. 

Said Committee reported that they had performed the duty as. 
signed them» 

Mr. Burritt, from the Judiciary Committee, presetited the follow, 
ing report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to amend an act 
regulating the mode of proceeding in attachments, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate with the following amendment. 

8. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Mr. Crawford, from a Select Committee, presented the following 
Report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled, An act to alter and change the time of holding the Circuit 
Courts in the Middle District, have had the same tmder considera- 
tion, and ask leave to 

REPORT: 

They are unanimously of the opinion that the law regulating the 
time of holding the Circuit Couru in the Middle District, works 
well enough^ and wisdom and experience teach us that we sliould let 
well enough alone. If the law in force is not perfect, it is, in the 
opinion of your Committee, infinitely better than it would be were 
this bill to pass. Believing that any alteration in the time of hold* 
ing the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, is unnecessary, impoU 
itic and unwise, we therefore report the bill back, and beg that it 
may not pass. JNO. L. CRAWFORD, 

Chairman Select Committee. 
The following messages from the House were read : 

HousB RBntfisBNtAfivBs, January 10, 1649. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir— ^The House has adopted the Senate Resolution herein 
enclosed. 

Respectfully, W. B, LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

Hesolved by tlm Senate and House of Representatives of ike State 
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of Florida in General AsteiMy eonfoened^ That the Secretary of 
State be authorized, and he is hereby required, to furnish each of 
the members of the General Assembly with a copy of the Journals 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, and a copy of the acta 
of the present session to Judges of Probate, Judges and Clerks of the 
Circuit Courts, Judges of the United States District Court, and Jus- 
tices of the Peace. 

HousB OF RsnssEiiTAtiTss, January 10, 1849. 
H<morable President of iheSenate: 

Sir^-The House hare concurred in Senate amendment to House 
tesolution to adjourn sine die. 

Respectfully W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Represeotatires* 
HovsB OF Refresxntatives, Jan* 10, 1849* 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House has appointed Messrs. Maxwell, Scott and 
Magbee a Joint Committee on the part of the House, to act with the 
similar committee of the Senate, in drafting an appropriation bill for 
the present General Assembly* 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatires. 
House REPBSsiirrATivEs, January 10, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senates 

Sir — The House has disagreed to the Ist and 2d, and concurred 
in the 3d Senate amendment to House bill to be entitled An act to 
provide for the election of the Judges of Probate by the People. 
Respectfally, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
On the question of receding from the amendments, the yeas and 
nays were called for by Messrs. D. J. Smith and Lorimer, and were : 
Veas — Mr. President, Messrs* Brown, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts 
luid White^lS. 
Nays — Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Sanderson and J* M* Smith— ^4. 
The Senate receded. 
The following message was also read : 

HocrsE of Repsesbntjltivss, Jan. 10, 1849* 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — The House insists upon its original resolution authorizing the 
Register of Public Lands to invest any money in his hands in the 
purchase of State Certificates* 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
On motion to adhere, the yeas and nays were called for by Mes- 
srs. Floyd and Ghent, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Chent, Moseley, J. M. Smith, Watts— 10. 
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Nayi^— M r. President, MeMn. Crawford, Lori«er, Saadenoa, 
D. J. Smith, White— 6. 
The Senate adhered. 
The following mettage was also read : 

HousB OF Repbbskntativss, Jaa. 10, 1849* 
Honorable PretiderU of the Senate : 

Sir — ^The House have passed the following resolution : 
Resolved by the Senate and House of R^eseniaiives in General 
Assembly convened^ That J. Clisby be selected to print the laws pas- 
sed by the present General Assembly^ on his giving bond to the 9ec» 
retary of State to execute the same in a proper time and manner* 

Resolvedi That the compensation shall be the same per page aa 
for printing of the journal of this House. 

Respectftjlly, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
The Senate agreed to said resolutions. 
The following message was also read : 

House of Repbbsbntativbs, Jan. 10, 1649. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sib : The House has passed the following joint resolution : 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives^ That when 
the laws are printed, there shall also be printed one thousand extra 
copies of the i^ills for the sale and consolidation of the sixteenth sec- 
tions, and for the establishing of common schools, to be stitched to* 
gether, and distributed with the laws in each county according to its 
representation in the General Assembly ; and such copies shall be 
subject to the order of the Representatives and Senators, in such 
number as by equal distribution they may be entitled to. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives* 
The Seqate agreed to said resolution. 

The following message from His Excellency the Governor was 
r^ad. 

ExBCUTivE Dbfabthbkt, January 8, 1649. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 
I hereby nominate the following persons as Auctioneers for the 
Counties in which they respectively reside, to wit : 

William S. Campbell and James McKay, for Hillsborongh coun> 
ty ; John L. Phillips and Burroughs E. Carr, for St. Johns county ; 
m Swifl, for Madison county ; John Branch, for Calhoun county ; 
iTimothy Green, for Holmes county; and, Ira Green, Ebenezer 
Skipper, John Bird, and Henry Pope, for Jackson county ; also, John 
Porter and John P. Baldwin, as Port Wardens for the Port of Key 
West, to which your advice and consent is respectfully solicited. 
Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Said nominations were advised and consented to. 
The following n^essage ffon) the If ouse was read : 
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HousB Rbpsb8B5Tattv8Si JaQuai^ 10i 1849. 
HanonMe President of the Senate : 

Sib : — The House hat pasted Senate bill to be entitled, An act to 
authorize the Register of the Land Office to appoint a Deputy, and 
for other purposes, with enclosed amendment. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
RespectfiiJly, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

On motion to insist upon the original bill of the Senate, the yeas 
and nays were called for by Messrs. Avery and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas^^Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Tweed — 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Mosely, D. J. Smith, J. 
M. Smith, Tweed— 7. 

The Senate insisted* 

The following message from the House was read : 

House Repkesbistatives, January 11, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sib : — ^The House has concurred in Senate amendment to House 
resolution relative to William H. Sever. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

The House returned Senate bills entitled, An act to prevent tres- 
pass on School, Seminary, and Internal Improvement Lands, and to 
recover damages for the use and occupation of the same ; 

An act to provide for the payment of the salary, travelling, and 
other expenses of the Register of Public Lands out of the public mo- 
neys in bis bands ; 

And Senate resolution entitled, Resolution asking from Congress 
the grant of one hundred and sixty acres of land, dsc. ; 

Preamble and resolution in relation to a Light House at or near 
the mouth of the Suwannee River ; 

As passed by the House without amendments 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolutions in relation to the office of the Governor, were made 
the special order for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waived and he allowed to 
introduce a preamble and resolution relative to Washington Bartlett, 
which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title and passed. Ordered to be certified to th^ 
House. 

Engrossed bill to be entitled. An act for the benefit of the scrip 
holders of the late Territory of Florida, was read the third time, and 
on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, Tweed-5. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Crawford, Forward, Mose- 
ley, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Watts^9. 
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Said bill wat lost. 

House resolution relatire to the question in controTersj betweei 
the North and the South, was read the third time* 

Mr. Burritt ofiered the following amendment, which was unanim* 
ously adopted, viz : 

Strike out all between the word ^ some*' in the 4th line, and the 
word ^' recognize*^ in the 8th line in the 2d resolution, and substitute 
the following : 

This Greneral Assembly, therefore, believing that Congress pos- 
sesses, under the Constitution, no power to pass such a measure, a- 
dopting similar language to that of the Legislature of Virginia, here, 
by declare it as their opinion, that under no circumstances will the 
people of this State be willing to-— 

Said resolution as amended was passed. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to alter and change the time of 
holding the Circuit Courts in the Middle District, was, on motion of 
Mr. Moseley, indefinitely postponed. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to abolish the allowance of tarn 
or ffross weight on bales of unmanufactured Cotton, was, on motion 
of Mr. J. M. Smith, indefinitely postponed. 

House preamble and resolution urging upon Congress the pay* 
mentofthe claim of the estate of John W. Levinus, was read the 
first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by its 
title and passed. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act for the purpose of keeping the In* 
dlans within their boundary, was read the third time, and on the 
question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austiq, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forwardi Ghent, Lorimer, J. M. 
Smith, Watts^l4. 

Nays— Messrs. D. J. Smith, Tweed— 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House preamble and resolution asking Congress to take some ac- 
tion to keep the Indians of Florida within their prescribed boundary, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Substituted bill to be entitled, An act to authorise Botanical Phy- 
sicians to sue for their accounts, was read the third time, and on the 
question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watts, White 
—13. 

Nays*— Messrs. Burritt, Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. Smith— 4. 

Said bill passed — ^title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the rule be waited, and he be allowed 
to make a motion* 

Lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Burritt the vote had this day on the bill to be 
entitled. An act for the purpose of keeping the Indians within their 
boandarjy was reconsidered and referred to a select Committee con* 
eisting of Messrs. Burritt, Floyd, and Brown. 

On motion of Mr. Aldrich the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act supplemental to, and ex* 
fdanatory o( an act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road 
Company and the other acts passed at the present sessions, contem* 
plating or authorizing the construction of a Rail Road, which was 
read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smith, Tweed, Watts, White— 16. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed; title as stated; ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Sanderson the vote just had referring House bill 
to be entitled. An act for the purpose of keeping the Indians with- 
in their boundary, to a select Committee, was reconsidered, and said 
bill put upon its passage, the nays and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Moseley, Sanderson — 12. 

Nays— Mr. D. J. Smith— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act for the protection of old and in* 
firm slaves. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage, the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas— Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Floyd, For- 
ward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley and D. J. Smith-^11. 

Nays — Mr. Crawford — 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend the laws now in force 
establishing a tariff of fees. 

Was read the third time, and on the question of its passage the 
yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Brown, 
Burritt, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Jkfoseley, D. 
J. Smith, Tweed and White— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. White, the title of said bill was amended by 
adding the words *' relating to the county of Jackson." 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 
amend an act regulating the mode of proceeding on attachments, 
30 
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Was read the second time as amended. Ordered to a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to define and settle the boundary 
line between the counties of Walton and Santa Rosa, 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Ghent moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Tweed 
and Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldricb, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Mosely, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
J. M. Smith, White— 15. 

Nays — Messrs. Avery, Tweed — 2. 

Said motion prevailed. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act to regulate the 
times and places for holding the Circuit Courts for the Western Cir- 
cuit, was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second time by 
its title and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs* 
Floyd, Tweed and Avery. 

House resolution asking of Congress appropriation for the build- 
ing of a Light House at the Bar of Indian River, was read the first 
time, the rule waived, read a second and third time by its title, and 
passed. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act relating to the commissions of cer- 
tain ofiicers in this State, was read the first time^ the rule waived, 
read a second time by its title, and referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Floyd, the rule was waived, and Mr. Moseley 
allowed to move that the vote had on this day on House bill to be en- 
titled, An act to alter and change the time of holding the Circuit 
Courts in the Middle District, be reconsidered. 

Which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waived and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled. An act in relation to the issuing of 
commissions to certain public ofiicers, which was read the first time, 
the rule waived, and said bill read a second time. Mr. Floyd mo- 
ved that said bill be referred to the Judiciary Committee. Said mo- 
tion was lost. 

On motion, the rule was waived, said bill read a third time, and 
on the question of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Costin, Crawford, 
Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, J. M. Smith, Tweed, 
White— 12. 

Nays — Messrs. Austin, Floyd, D. J. Smith — 3. 

Said bill passed — title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. White moved that the rule be waived and he allowed to in- 
troduce a bill without previous notice. Said motion was lost. 

House bill to be entitled An act in relation to the organization of 
Probate Courts in Marion county, was read the first time, the rule 
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waived, read the second and third time by its title, and on the ques- 
tion of its passage the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costfn, 
Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Moseley, Sanderson, D. J. 
Smitii, J. M. Smith, Tweed, White— 15. 

Nays— None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House resolution relative to the safe keeping of the Public Arms, 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to he entitled an act to amend the 
several acts now in force in relation to the officers of Courts, was 
fead the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Resolutions relative to International Exchange, were read the se- 
cond time, and ordered to be en^ossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

The House returned Senate bill to be entitled, An act supplement 
tal to an act entitled an act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
State lands, passed at the present session, as passed by the House 
without amendment. Ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Aldrich from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following reports : 

The Committee on enrolled bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled, bills entitled as follows : 

An act amendatory of the several acts of force in this State rela- 
tive to trading with slaves. 

An act for the benefit of Craven G. Fife and James R. Tucker. 

An act providing for the purchase on the part of tne State of lands 
offered for sale for taxes. 

An act supplemental to an act entitled, An act to grant pre-emp- 
tion right to settlers on State lands, passed at the present session. 

An act to provide for the payment of the salary, travelling, and 
other expenses of the Register of Public Lands, out of the public 
moneys in his hands. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled the bills, entitled as follows, viz : 

An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Raid Road Company ; 

An act to amend an act, approved January 4, 1647, giving a lien 
to steamboat men and others navigating the bay and river of Apalach- 
icola; 

An act to encourage and facilitate the construction of a Rail Road 
from some point on the St. Mary's River, or waters adjacent thereto, 
to Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate partnerships ior that pur 
pose ; 

An act to provide for the election of a keeper of Public Archives 
in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola. 

With respect to the last act, the committee remark, that, although 
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tbe same appears to be correctly enrolled as passed, there appear lo 
be inaccuracies in the phraseology of tbe 5th and 6th sections. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The following communications were transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor : 

Senate Chamber, January 11, 1649. 
His Excdlency W. D. Moselby, Governor, djiv. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to transmit for the approval of 
your Excellency the following bills, viz : 

An act to amend an act approved January 4, 1847, giving a lien 
to steam boat men and others, navigating the bay and river of Ap* 
alachicola ; 

An act to encourage and iacilitate the construction of a Rail Road 
at some point on the St. Mary's rivers, or waters adjacent thereto, 
to Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that 
purpose; 

An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company ; 

An act to provide for the election of a keeper of Public Archives 
in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola ; 

An act amendatorv of the several acts of force in this State relat- 
ing to trading with slaves ; 

An act for the benefit of Craven G. Fife and James R. Tucker ; 

An act providing for the purchase on the part of the State of lands 
offered for sale for taies. 

Passed by both Houses of the General Assembly, and signed by 
the presiding officers thereof. 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House of REPRESBNTATivBa, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir — ^The House has adhered to its disagreement to Senate amend- 
ments to House resolution authorizing the Register of Public Lands 
to invest tbe moneys in his hands in the purchase of State Certifi- 
cates, and has appointed Messrs. Bryant, McClellan and Coleman 
a committee of conference on the part of the House, to act with a 
similar committee from the Senate upon said disagreement. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. J. M. Smith,the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Friday, January 12, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 

A quorum being present, on motion of Mr. Crawford, the reading 
of tbe journal was dispensed witb^ 
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On motion of Mr. Floyd, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
Moseley for the remainder of the session. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Crawford, White 
and Tweed, have been appointed, to confer with the committee on 
the part of the House, relative to the investment, bj the Register, of 
the money in his hands in State script* 

Mr. Tweed offered the following : 

Resolved, the House concurring^ That the General Assembly will 
proceed to the election of Judges of the several circuits of this State, 
to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 

The President decided it out of order. 

Mr. Sanderson offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Creneral Assembly has the right, under the 
Constitution, to go into the election of Circuit Judges at its present 
session. 

Mr. Avery offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representaiives of the State 
of Florida, in General Assembly convened, That in the opinion of 
this General Assembly, it will be expedient for the Governor to call 
an eitra session of the Legislature, in time to elect Judges of the 
Circuit Courts, in accordance with that provision of the Constitu- 
tion, which requires the next regular election of Judges to take place 
at the expiration of five years, from the first election. 

Mr. Forward moved that said substitute be indefinitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and White, and were : 

Yeas-— Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Costin, Crawford, For* 
ward, Ghent, Loriraer, Sanderson^ D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and 
White— 12. 

Nays*-*Mr. President, Messrs. Avery, Burritt, Floyd, Moseley, 
Tweed and Watts— 7. 

Said motion prevailed. 

Mr. Forward moved that the original resolution offered by Mr, 
Sanderson be indefinitely postponed ; 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, 
Forward, Ghent, Moseley and J. M. Smiths— 10. 

Nays~Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, San* 
derson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watu and White— 9. 

Said motion prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a bill to be entitled. An act supplementary to an act, 
passed at this session, relating to the mode of appointment and duties 
of Auctioneers. 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Veas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Brown, Burritt, Cos- 
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tin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, MoMley, Sander* 
aon, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Watts, White— 17. 

Nays — None* 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

The following message from his Excellency the Governor was read : 
ExBcuTivB DsPABTKBifT, January 11, 1649. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Represeniativee : 

The following acts are approved : An act to amend an act, appro- 
ved January 4, 1847, giving a lien to steamboat men and others nav- 
igating the bay and river of Apalachicola ; 

An act to encourage and facilitate the construction of a Rail Road 
at some point on the St. Mary's river, or waters adjacent thereto, to 
Pensacola, and to authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose ; 

An act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company ; 

An act to provide for the appointment of a keeper of Public Ar- 
chives in the cities of St. Augustine and Pensacola ; 

An act amendatory of the several acts of force in this State rela- 
ting to trading with slaves ; 

An act for the relief of Craven G. Fife and James R. Tuclcer ; 

An act providing for the purchase on the part of the State of lande 
offered for sale for taxes. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELET. 

Also the following : 

Executive Departkbnt, January 11, 1849. 
Ctendemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives : 

I hereby nominate the following persons as Auctioneers for the 
Counties in which they respectively reside, to wit : 

John Sutton, for the county of Benton ; 

Daniel K. McDonald, for the county of Walton ; 

R. P. Robertson, for the county of Marion ; 

George M. Galpin, for the county of Alachua ; and 

Thomas W. Jones, Charles De Waal, Lemuel J. McKendree, 
and John Haas, for the county of Duval. 

To which your aivice and consent is respectfully solicited. 
Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Said nominations were advised and consented to. 

Mr. Burritt, from the Committee on the Judiciary, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 

be entitled. An act to amend an act regulating judicial proceed- 

' ings, have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 

to report the bill back^o the Senate, with the following amendments, 

and recommend its passage. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

Also the following : 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill en- 
iiiled, An act to authorize certain officers therein named to continue 
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in, and perform the duties of, their several offices until their sucCds* 
sors are duly elected and appointed, commissioned and qualified, 
have had the same under consideration, and hare instructed me to 

REPORT: 

That, by the law of this State, as it now exists, Justices of the 
Peace, Sheriffs, and Coroners continue in office until their successors 
are qualified ; so far as they are concerned, therefore* no further law 
on the subject is necessary. As to the other officers named in the 
bill, viz: County Commissioners, Judges of Probate, Clerks of the 
Circuit Court, and Constables, they believe the law has made no pro« 
vision. They see no objection, however, in embracing the first men- 
tioned officers in this bill, as it is only confirmatory of the existing 
law ; and to avoid delay, which might be occasioned by amending 
the bill by striking out at so late a period of the session, they recom- 
mend tha passage of the bill as it is. 

S. L. BURRITT, Chairman. 

The bill therein reported, was, on motion, read a second and third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aid rich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Crawford, Floyd, Forward, Ghent, Lorimer, Moseley, D. J. 
Smith, J. M. Smith, WatU— 15. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Mr. Aldrich, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following Report : 

The Committee on enrolled bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled. Bills and Resolutions entitled as follows, viz : — 

An act prescribing a general method for the issuing of Licenses, 
and the payment of the tax thereon ; 

An act relating to Capital Punishments ; 

An act to authorize William Tenant and John B. Tenant to es- 
tablish a ferry across Escombia river ; 

Preamble and Resolutions in relation to a Light House at or near 
the mouth of the Suwannee river ; 

Resolution asking from Congress the grant of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, dec. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The following message from the House was read : 

House of Representatives, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Han. President of the Senate: 

Sir : The House has passed the Senate bill to be entitled. An act 
to render taxation more equitable, by imposing a tax upon subjects 
heretofore exempt, and i educing the rate upon subjects now taxed, 
with the enclosed amendments ; in which the concurrence of the Se- 
nate is requested. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
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Th« Senate disagreed to said amendments. 
On motion of Mr. J« M. Smith, the rule was waived, and he al^ 
lowed to present the petition of Asa May, which was referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. J. M. Smith, Forward and 
WatU. 
The following message from the House was also read : 

House of Rbpeesentativbs, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Snt : The House insists upon its amendments to Senate bill to be 
entitled, An act to authorize the Register of the Land Office to ap* 
point a deputy, and for other purposes. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
On motion, Messrs. Sanderson, Aldrich and Watts, were appoint- 
ed to confer with a similar Committee on the part of the House rela- 
tive to said bill. 
The following message from the House was also read : 

House of REPRESENTATiyEs, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House has concurred in Senate amendments to House 
bill to be entitled. An act to amend the laws now in force estab- 
lishing a tariff of fees, and to House Resolution relative to the ques- 
tion in controversy between the North and South. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
Also, the following : 

House of Refrrsektatives, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House rejects Senate substitute for House bill to^be en- 
titled, An act for the relief of Benjamin Hays, and insist upon the o- 
riginal. Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
The Senate receded from its amendment. 
The following message from the House was also read : 

House of REPRESEifTATiVEs, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir : The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled. An act 
amendatory of the several acts now in force in relation to the as- 
sessment and collection of the Revenue, with the enclosed amend- 
ment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully request- 
ed. Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Aldrich, Tweed 
and Sanderson, were appointed to confer with a similar committee 
on the part of the House on said bill. 

The following message from the House was also read : 

House of Representatives, Jan. 11, 1849. 
Hon% President of the Senate : 
Sir : The House has passed Senate bill to be entitled. An act to 
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/)rgaaixe ^he county of Hilaka^ with the enclosed amendmeiit, in 
which the coacurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

The Senate concured in the amendments* Ordered that said biH 
be enrolled. 

The House re^turned Senate bills entitled. An Act to provide for 
the payment of services joBndered by overseers of Public Roads i» 
the county of Leon ; 

Resolution relative to the subject of International exchange ; 

Preamble and resolution relative to Washington Bartlett, as pas- 
sed by the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act to amend the 
taw of attachment in force in this State, as indefinite^ postponed in 
the House. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Resolution relative to the inauguration of Gen. Thomas Brown, 
Governor elect, was read the second time. 

Mr. Sandrum offered the following as a substitute ; 

Resdced^ by the Senate^ the House concurring^ That we proceed 
to inaugurate Gen. Thomas Brown, Governor of the State of Florid 
ida, on to-morrow at 12 o'clock, in the Representative Hall. 

Mr. Forward moved that said resolution be indefinitely postponed. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Brown, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Forward, J. M. Smith — 

Najs — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, 
Floyd, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White — 11. 

On the question of adopting said substitute the yeas and nays were 
called for by Messrs. Forward and Sanderson, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Crawford, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Tweed, White — 10. 

Nays— Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Floyd, Forward, J. M. 
Smith— 6. 

Said substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Avery the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled. An act in relation to George W. 
Hutchins. 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title, and on f he question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Y'eas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Floyd, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. Af , 
Smith, Tweed, White— 15. 

Nays — None. 
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Said bill pMsed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

Tlie rule being waiTed, Mr. White, from a select cominittee, pre. 
•ented the following report : 

The committee of conference, appointed to consider the disagree- 
ment between the Senate and House in reference to the resolution 
of the House to authorize the Register of Public Lands to invest any 
monies in the purchase of State certificates, 

REPORT: 

That they have agreed to submit the following resolution in lieu 
of that had under consideration, to wit : 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of RepresenUtiwes of the State 
cf Florida in General Assembly convened^ That the Register of Pub- 
lie Lands be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to invest any 
and all monies in his hands, or that may hereafter come into his pos- 
session, belonging to the school or internal improvement funds, in 
State scrip, «^hen the same can be purchased at a discount of at least 
three per cent. Respectfully submitted. 

J. W. BRYANT, Chairman. 
G. E. McCLELLAN, 
JOHN COLEMAN, 

Committee on part of the House. 
JNO. L. CRAWFORD, Chairman. 
THOMAS M. WHITE, 
C. A. TWEED, 
Committee on part of the Senate. 
The resolution therein contained was adopted. 
The rule being waived, Mr. Sanderson, from a select committee, 
presented the following report : 

The select committee, to whom was referred the resolution and 
communication from his Excellency W. D. Moseley, relative to the 
surplus revenue due to the State of Florida, 

REPORT: 

That they have investigated the subject referred to them, and learn 
from a letter of the Hon. R. J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, 
that the account of the surplus revenue, deposited with the States 
under the act of 23d June, 1836, was stated, agreeably to the require- 
ments of that law, on the Ist January, 1837, and the several instal- 
ments apportioned among the States respectively on that day. The 
three quarterly instalments required to be placed with the States on 
the 1st January, 1st April, and Ist July, 1837, were transferred to 
them accordingly, and the deposite of the fourth instalment propor- 
tioned by law. The power of the Treasury Department, in regard 
to the deposite of the surplus revenue is, therefore, executed. Un- 
der existing laws, nothing is due to Florida for the portion of the sur- 
plus revenue. Unless a sufficient proportion shall be recalled by 
law from the States entitled by act of 1836, no part of the surplus 
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revenue can be deposited with the States admitted into the Union 
since the distribution made on the 1st of January, 1837. The abofe 
embraces all the information the committee are able to obtain upon 
this subject. Which is respectfully submitted. 

J. P. SANDERSON, 
Chairman of Select Committee. 

House bill to be entitled. An act making appropriations for the 
eipenses of the fourth General Assembly, and for other purposes, 

Was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by Its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Burritt, Costin, 
Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and White 
—10. 

Nays— Mr. Floyd— 1. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act regulating Judi- 
cial Proceedings, 

Was read the second time, the rule waived, read a third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were*: 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Burritt, 
Costin, Forward, Lorimer, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith and White — 11. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House resolution for auditing E. Barnard's account, was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

House resolution relative to the distribution of certain copies of 
Thompson's Digest, 

Was read the first and second time ; 

Mr. Forward moved to amend by inserting, afler the words 
*' county," in 8th line, the words, '' and Billy Bowlegs;" 

Which was carried. 

The rule being waived, said resolution was read a third time, and 
on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were called for by 
Messrs. Floyd and Brown, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Brown, Forward, - 
Lorimer and D. J. Smith — 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Floyd, Sanderson and J. M. Smith — 3. 

Said resolution passed. Ordered to be certified to the House. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to repeal an act therein named, 

Was read the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-mor- 
row. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the rule was waived, and he allowed 
to introduce a resolution relative to distribution of Thompson's Di- 
gest to other States ; 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second 
and third time, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 
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titfine bill to be entitled, Ad act to amend an act to authorize the 
appointment of measurers of lumber, and for other purposes, was 
read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time bj 
its title, and on the question of its passage the jeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Floyd, Forward, 
Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Watts, White — 11. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated^ Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to amend the several acts bow 
in force in relation to the officers of Courts, was read the second time, 
the rule waived, read a third tim'e by its title, and on the question of 
its passage the yeas were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Avery, Burritt^ 
Oostin, Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, Watts, White 
—12. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed^ Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
douse. 

House resolution relative to the safe keeping of the Public Arms, 
iytii read the second time, and ordered to a third reading to-morroW. 

The following was ordered to bespread upon the Journal: 

This day came R. J. Floyd, knd by #ay of erplanation to a vote 
given upon a bill to be entitled. An act to render taxation more equal 
by imposing a tax upon subjects heretofore exempt, and reducing the 
rnte upon subjects now taxed, and saith that he favors that portion of 
the bill reducing the revenue of the State ten per cent., but that be 
opposes the remainder of said bill, and asks his reasons to be spread 
(ipon the journals of the Senate. R. J. FLOYD, 

JAS. H. T. LORIMER. 

House bill to be entitled. An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to amend an act regulating the nrode of proceeding on attachments. 

Was read the second time, the rule waived, read a third time by 
its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Avery, Burritt, Sander<» 
son, D. J. Smith and Watts — 7. 

Nays-^Messrtt* Floyd, Forward and J. M. Smith-«-3. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
' House. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Senate took a recess until 5 o' 
oTclock P. M. 

5 o'clock, p. m. 

The Senate resumed its session. 

The following communication was transmitted to his tlxcellency 
the Governor : 

Sbxate Chamber, Jan. 12, 1849. 
tiis tixceUency W, D. Moselby, Governor^ ^c, : 

Sir — I have the honor herewith to transmit lor the approval of youf 
Excellency the following bills and resolution^ vit : 
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An act prescribing a general method for the issuing of IiceniteS< 
and the payment of the tax thereon ; 

An act relating to capital punishments ; 

An act to authorize Wm. Tenant and John B. Tenant to estab^ 
Ksh a ferry across Escambia river ; 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to grant pre^mp^ 
tion rights to settlers on State lands passed at the present session ; 

An act to provide for the* payment of the salary, traveling, and 
other expenses of the Register of Public Lands, out of the Public 
monies in his hands ; 

Resolutions asking from Congress the grant of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land ; and 

Preamble and Resolution in relation to a Light House at or near 
the mouth of the Suwannee Rivera 

Respectfully, C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary Senate. 

The following message from the House were read : 

HOYTSE OF RBPKBSaNTATIVBS, 

January 12, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : Messrs. Walker, Scott and McClellan, have been appointed 
a Committee to confer with a similar committee on the part of the 
Senate, relative to Senate bill to be entitled. An act to authorize 
the Register o( the Land Office to appoint a Deputy, and for other 
purposes. 

Respectfiniy, WM. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives, 
On motion of Mr. Sanderson, the action heretofore had on Senate 
bill entitled, An act to provide for the payment of services rendered 
by overseers of Public roads in the county of Leon, was reconsidered. 
The following message from the House was read : 

House of Refbbsektatives, 

January 12, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sib : The House recedes from its first, and insists upon its second 
and third amendments to Senate bill to be entitled, An act to render 
taxation more equitable by imposing a tax upon subjects heretofore 
exempt, and reducing the rate upon subjects now taxed. 

Respectfully, WM. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives, 
On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. White, Sanderson 
and Tweed, were appointed to confer with a similar Committee on 
the part of the House relative to said bill. 

The following messages from His Excellency the Governor were 
read: 

ExECtnVE DBPABTMBirT, } 

Tallahassee, January 12, 1849. ) 
€tenilemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 
1 4iereby nominate A« T. Bennett, Judge of Probate for the count/ 
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of FrankliDy to which your advice and conseot is respectfully solicited* 
Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

ExECUTTVB Dbfartmbnt, January 12, 1849« 
Gendemen of the Senate : 

I hereby nominate Joseph E. Caro, ts keeper of the Public Ar- 
chives at Pensacola, to which your advice and consent is respectfully 
solicited* Very respectfully, 

W. D. MOSELEY. 
ExEcuTivB PEPABTXBivTy January 12, 1649. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives ; 
I hereby nominate the following persons as Auctioneers for th» 
counties in which they respectively reside, to wit: George 6. PattU 
son, C. T. Knapp, William B. Da\is, J. G. Michaelofiski, D. David- 
son, George W. Bsrkley, Alexander McVoy, Francis de la Rua, B. 
F. Magee, Bethall G. Bell, James Gonzalez, and Joseph Quigles, for 
the county of Escambia; Benjamin Rollins, for Hamilton county; 
and George W. Hutchins, for Leon county. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Executive Department, January 12, 1849. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 
I hereby nominate N. Baker, John S. Hutchinson, P. W. Cullen, 
and Jesse F. Potts, Auctioneers for the county of Franklin ; D. G. 
Raney, D. B. Wood, and B. Ellison, Port Wardens for the port of 
Apalachicola ; and J. L. Barber, W. G. Porter, W. A. Kain, A. T. 
Bennett, and H. Swaim, Commissioners of Pilotage for the waters of 
Apalachicola bay — to which your advice and consent is respectfully 
solicited. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Said nominations were advised and consented to. 
Mr. Aldrich, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following Report : 

The Committee on Enrolled bills beg leave to REPORT, as cor* 
rectly enrolled, Bills, and a Preamble and Resolutions entitled as 
follows : 

An act to prevent trespass on the School, Seminary and Internal 
Improvement Lands, and to recover damages for the use and occu* 
pation of the same ; 

Resolution relative to the subject of International exchange ; 
Preamble and Resolution relative to Washington Bartlett ; 
An act to provide for the payment of services rendered by Over* 
seers of public roads in the county of liCon. 

The Committee remark that the last act, although it is correctly 
enrolled according to the engrossment, yet, according to the recol- 
lection of your Committee, and as appears from the title of the act, 
the act as enrolled does not correspond with that intended to be 
passed by the Senate. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 
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On motion of Mr. Tweed, the rule was waired, and he allowed^ 
from a Select Committee,, to present the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the bill relating to 
the time of holding the Circuit Courts in the Western Circuit, ask 
leaTo to 

REPORT: 

That thej have considered the same, and recommend the passage 
of the bill, with the following amendment : Strike out the word 
^Eucheeanna" and insert *' Walion." 

C. A. TWEED, Chairman. 

On motion, said bill was read a second and third time by its title, 
and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Arery* Brown, Costin, 
Forward, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and 
White— 12. 

Nays — None. 

Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

The following messages from the House were read : 

House Representatives, January 12, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate: 

Snt : — The House has adopted the enclosed resolution, from the 
committee of conference upon the disagreement as to House resolu- 
tion authorizing the Register of Public Lands to invest any nooneys 
In his hands in the purchase of State Certificates, reported in lieu 
of the original resolution and substitute. 

RespectftiDy, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 
House of Rbpresbntattves, January 12, 1849. 
Honorable President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House nas concurred in Senate joint resolution rela- 
tion te inauguration of the Governor elect on to-morrow, 12 o'clock, M. 
Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House Representatives. 

The House returned Senate bills entitled, An act in relation to the 
issuing of commissions to certain public officers ; 

An act supplementary to an act, passed at this session, relating to 
the mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers ; 

As passed by the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

House bill to be entitled. An act explanatory of the several acts 
in relation to the migration of free persons of color into this State, 
was read the first time^ the rule waived, read a second and third 
time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays 
were : * 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costin, 
Floyd, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J, M. Smith, White— 10. ^ 

Nays — ^None. 
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Said bill passed. Title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

House resolution relative to the claim of Michael Ledwith, was 
read the first tiooe, the rule waived, read a second and third time by 
its title, and passed. 
Ordered to be certified to the House. 

On molion, leave was granted to Mr. Forward to withdraw from 
the files of the Senate the petitions praying the establishment of Hila« 
ka County. 

Bill to be entitled, An act for the payment of Overseers of Public 
Roads in the County of Leon, was read the second time. 

Mr. Loriroer moved to amend by inserting, afier the word ^^ road," 
in fourth line, and afler the word '* treasury," in seventh line, the 
words "of said county." 
Said motion prevailed. 

The rule being waived, said bill was read a third time by its title, 
and on the question of its passage, the yeas and nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Avery, Brown, Costin, 
Forward, Lorimer, SandersoQj D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweedt 
Watts, White— 18. 
Nays^-r-Nooe. 

Said bill pas^ed-^title as stated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion, the rule was waived, and Mr. Avery allowed to Intro- 
duce the following : 

Whbrbas, a difierence of opinion exists as to the expiration of 
the term of office of the present Governor of this State : 

Be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatioes of the 
State of Florida in (xeneral Assembly convened^ That any action or 
expression of opinion by this General Assembly in reference thereto, 
shall not be deemed as intended to be conclusive upon the question %t 
issue, so far as the rights of the parties interested are respectively 
concerned. 

The Senate refused to waive the rule to read said resolution a se- 
cond time. 

Mr. J. M. Smith moved that the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 
10 o'clock, A. M. 
Said motion was lost. 

Mr. J. M. Smith moved that the Senate acyourn until to-morrow, 
jOi o'clock, A. M. 
Said motion was lost. 

Oa motion of Mr. Tweed, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, 
9 o'clock, A. M. 



Saturday, January 13, 1849. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournments 
Rev. Mr. Choice officiated as Chaplain. 
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A qaorum being present, on motion of Mr. Coetin, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule was waived, and he allowed to 
introduce a bill to be entitled. An act in relation to the Comptroller's 
Office ; 

Which was read the first time, the rule waived, read a second and 
third time by its title, and on the question of its passage, the yeas and 
nays were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, 
Forward, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and White 
—11. 

Nays— Messrs. Floyd and Watts — 2. 

Said bill passed. Title as slated. Ordered to be certified to the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Forward, the Chief Secretary was authorized (• 
employ an additional Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk for the re- 
mainder of the session. 

The Secretary employed Mr. Wm. K. Beard. 

On motion, a committee, consistino; of Messrs. D. J. Smith, Bur- 
ritt and Tweed, were appointed to wait upon and inform Gen. Thom- 
as Brown, that the General Assembly would convene in the House 
Ihis day, at 12 o'clock, M.. fur the purpose; and that he might, in 
their presence, take the oath of office as Governor elect of this State« 

On motion a Coramiltee, to act with a similar committee on the 
part of the House, consisting of Messrs. Tweed, Sanderson and 
White, were appointed to wait upon, and invite the Justices of the 
Supreme Court to be present at said ceremony ; and also to invite 
that His Honor the Chief Justice administer the oath to General 
Thomas Brown. , 

Said committee were also appointed to wait upon, and inform the 
House hereof. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled, An act supplemental to 
and explanatory of an act to incorporate the Atlantic and Gulf Kail 
Road Company, and the other acts passed at the present session, con* 
templating or authorizing the construction of a Rail Road, as passed 
by the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

Mr. Sanderson, from the Comtnittee of Conference^ relative to 
Senate bill entitled, An act to authorize the Register to employ a 
Deputy Register, and for other purposes, reported : That the Com- 
mittee had considered the matter, and recommended that the words 
^*tive hundred*' in said bill, be stricken out, and ** two hundred'^ in- 
serted in lieu thereof. 

On the qtieslion of adopting said amendment, the yeas and nays 
were called fur by Meisrs. Floyd and Brown, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Crawford, San^ 
<ler8on, D. J. Smith, J. M. Smith, Tweed and White— 9. 

Nays— Messrs. Floyd and Watts — 2. 

Said amendment was adopted. 
32 
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nth Twecfd, from a Select Committee, preeented thd foUowingr 
Keport: 

The Joint Committee of Conference appointed to consider the dif- 
ference of the two Houses ^upon the bill relating to the assessment 
and collection of the revenue, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That after consideration, they advise to strike out the third sec- 
tion, and recommend tho passage of the bill with House amend- 
ments, adding^ the word '* Levy" after the word '* Marion," in said' 
amendmenU. C. A. TWEED, 

Chairman Senate Commktee. 

JNO; P. BALDWIN, 
Chairman House Committee. 

Said amendments were adopted. 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that they had 
been appointed to wait upon and request the Senate to return to the 
House, Senate resolution relative to inauguration of the Governor 
elect, this day,, at 12o'clock, M. 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Tweed, White and 
Brown, were- appointed to wait upon and return said resolution to the 
House. 

Said committee reported they had performed the duty assigned 
them. 

Mr. White, from a select committee, presented the following re^ 
port: 

The committee of conference, to whom was referred a resolution* 
for the relief of William D. Moseley, beg leave to 

REPORT ^ 

That they hare had the same under consideration, and ftnd thati> 
during the time that the volunteers of Captain R* G. Livingston's 
company were rendezvoused at Tallahassee, said Moseley advanced, 
or the comfort and maintenance of said volunteers, the sum of fifty 
dollars to George N. Barnes and mess, in payment for provisions 
furnished by them to said troops. The committee also find that said 
Moseley advanced to Captain Livingston the sum of ten dollars, to 
pay his expenses on a recruiting expedition to Wakulla County. — 
Tour committee also find that said troops were without a surgeon, 
and were greatly in need of one, and that one could not be had ex- 
cept upon the individual responsibility of said Moseley, and that he 
thereupon became bound to pay to Dr. Treadwell the sum of three 
hundred dollars, and to pay his expense to and from New Orleans, if 
he would accompany said troops as their surgeon. That he advan- 
ced to Treadwell the sum oi seventy-five dollars on this contract, 
and that Treadwell, in pursuance of it, proceeded with the troops, 
and rendered them important services up to the time of his death in 
Vera Cruz. The estimated expenses of Treadwell to Orleans are 
liST 5(K As Treadwell never came back, Moseley is not responsi-^ 
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ble to his estate for his expenses back. Upon this showing of facts, 
jour committee think it right that the State of Florida should refund 
to Moseiey the $135, which he has actually adiranced, as before sta- 
ted, and should also pay him, to be paid by him to Tread well's ad- 
ministrator, the sum of $26f2 60, for which he is responsible to him. 
The committee think that the United States ought to pay these sums, 
iHit as they have refused to do so, it would be hard to let Moseley 
suffer for his kindness and humanity towards a portion of our suffer- 
ing citizens, who were about to engage in the service of the country. 
The substitute adopted by the House in lieu of the Senate resolution, 
is for the exact amount of the above named sums, and therefore the 
committee repoK it back, -and recommend its adoption. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, 
Chairman Senate Committee. 

D. S. WALKER, 
Chairman House Committee. 

Said report was adopted, and the resolution passed. 

Mr. Aldrich from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, presented the 
following report : 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills beg leave to report as correctly 
enrolled, bills entitled as follows, viz : 

An act supplementary to an act, passed at this session, relating to 
<he mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers ; 

An act in relation to the issuing of commissions to certain public 
officers \ 

An act to organize the County of Putnam. 

LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

Mr. White, from a select committee, presented the following re- 
port : 

The joint select committee -of conference on the bill entitled. An 
act to render taxation more equable by imposing a tax upon subjects 
lieretofore exempted, and reducing the rate upon subjects now taxed, 

REPORT.: 

That they have had the snme under consideration, and have come 
to the conclusion to retain the Ist section of the bill, as originally 
passed by the Senate. Also, to strike out fbe 2d section of the Senate 
bill, and insert the amendment proposed in (he House first.; striking 
out the word ten and inserting 'five, so as to Tead, that tliere shall be 
assessed and collected a tax of five cents on each and every head. 
Also to amend the title of said bill as foNows : a bill to be entitlea, 
An act to reduce the rate of taxation upon subjects now taxed, and 
10 levy a tax upon cattle of non-residents. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS M. WHITE, 
Chairman Senate Committee. 

JOHN P. BALDWIN, 
Chairman House Committee, 
fiaid report was concurred in and adopted. 
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The foliowlog message from the House was read : 

House of Refsesentativks, Jan. 13, 1849* 
Hon. President of the Senate: 

Sir: The House has appointed Messrs. Baldwin, Hobart and Math* 
era, committee of conference on the part of the Ho^se, to act with 
a similar committee of the Senate, upon Senate bill to be entitled. 
An act to render taxation more equable by imposing a tax upon sub- 
jects heretofore exempt, and reducing the rate upon subjects now tax- 
ed. Respectfully, W. B. J.ANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
Also, the followinir : 

House of Repbrsektatites, Jan. 12, 1849* 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Sir : — The House disagrees to Senate amendment to House re9* 
olution relative to the distribution of certain copies of Thompson's 
Digest. 

Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 
The 3enate receded from its amendment. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

House resolution relative to the safe-keeping of the Public Arms, 
was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to ihe House. 

House bill to be entitled, An act to repeal an act therein nanied, 
was read the second time, and ordered to a third reading; to-morrow. 

House resolution for auditing E. Barnard's account, was read the 
first time, the rule waived, read a second and third time, and passed. 

Ordered to be certified to the House. 

Engrossed resolutions relative to International Exchange, were 
read the third time and lost. 

A committee from the House returned Senate resolution relative 
to the inauguration of the Governor elect, this day, at 12 o'clock, M. 

Resolution expressive of the sense of this General Assembly rela- 
live to the inauguration of the Governor elect at this time. 

Was read and lost. 

The following was ordered to be spread upon the Journal : 

And now at this day come the undersigned, members of tbe Se- 
jiate, who, on yesterday, opposed a resolution authorizing the inau- 
guration of Thomas Brown, Governor elect, by the present Qeneral 
Assembly, and for reasons of said opposition nave set forth the fol. 
lowing : — 

First — ^That Wm. D. Moseley was elt>cted Governor of this State 
for four years, and that his aforesaid term is unexpired. 

i^ecoiui^Tbat the resolution of the Senate has not been sent to 
the Governor of this Stale for approval or rejection, in conformity to 
the Constitution. 

Third — That the Legislature possesses no power, directly or in- 
directly, to settle questions, as to the term or tenure of offices of an^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



25? 

oflieen created under the .Constitation of thk $(ate, wbiph do nc^ 
appertain to the Legislative departments of the government. 

Fourth — That as a reason for such inauguration, it has been as- 
serted that Gen. Brown, the Governor elect, would not qualify, un- 
less in the presence of the Legislature. That any such example 
was set by the present Governor, Is not the fact. The present Go- 
vernor was not inaugurated in the House of Representatives, nor in 
the presence of the Legislature, while in session. Nor do the un- 
dersigned believe that this Legislature poi^sesses the power, but that 
it Is extra Legislative, and sitting unwholesome precedents for all 
time to come. 

They therefore, for these and other reasons, protest against the 
action of this Legislature upon this subject, not from any disrespect 
to Gren. Brown or the Whig party, but upon cpnsciencious constltu- 
tional grounds. They will, therefore, take no part In that which 
they deem to bo contrary to their oaths ; they will simply withdraw 
without aiding In the inauguration ; and will immediately assume 
their proper places, when matters strictly of ^ Legislative character 
shall be brought before the Senate. 

R. J. FLOYD, 

WILLIAM A. FORWARD, 

J. M. SMITH, 

M. C. BROWN, 

JOHN COSTIN. 

The undersigned concurs in the above protest, except as to what 
is said in relation to the propriety of the administration of the oath 
befi>re the Legislature. My views on this subject are set forth In a 
report made by the Hon. Senator from Escambia, (Mr. Avery,) and 
myself, at this present session, as members of the Committee on the 
Executive Department. LOUIS ALDRICH. 

Mr. Burritt moved to reconsider the resolution in relation to Inau- 
gurating the Governor elect this day, at 12 o'clock, M. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
aud Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Floyd, Forward, 
Sanderson, J. M. Smith and Tweed — 9. 

Nays — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, D. J. 
Smith, Watts and White — 7. 

Said motion prevailed. 

Mr. Sanderson moved that the words •* 12 o'clock M., ihis day," 
In said resolution, be stricken out, and the blank filled with the 
words *' 9 o'clock this evening." 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Forward 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Sanderson, D. J. Smith, 
Tweed, Watts and White— 7. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd^ 
Forward, Lorimer and J. M, Smith — 9. 

Said motion was lost. 
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Mr. White moved to strike out said words, and imert ^ at 8| o'- 
clock this evening." 

On which the yeas and najs were called for bj Messrs. Flojrd and 
porward, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Lorimer, Sanderson, D. J. 
Bniith, Tweed, Watts and White— 8. 

Nays — Messrs. Aldricb, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, 
Forward and J. M. Smith — 8. 

Said motion was lost. 

Mr. Burritt moved that said words be stricken out, and the words 
'* at 10 o'clock this evening," inserted in lieu thereof. 

On which the yeas and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Forward, and were : 

Yeas — Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Burritt, Lorimer, Sander- 
son, D. J. Smith, Tweed, Watts and While— 9. 

Nays — Messrs. Aidrich, Brown, Costin, Crawford, Floyd, For- 
tward and J. M. Smith — 7. 

Said motion prevailed. 

Mr. Floyd, from the committee on Enrolled Bills* presented the 
following Report : 

The following acts and resolution are correctly enrolled, viz : 

An act to provide for the payment of services rendered by Over* 
seers of Public Roads in the county of Leon ; 

An act to authorize the Register of the Land Office to appoint a 
Deputy, and for other purposes; 

An act to reduce the rate of taxation, and to levy a tax upon cattle 
of non residents ; 

Resolution relative to a distribution of Thompson's Digest to other 
States. LOUIS ALDRICH, Chairman. 

The House returned Senate bill entitled. An act in relation to the 
Comptroller's Office, 

As passed by the House without amendment. 

Ordered to be enrolled. 

On motion of Mr. Burritt, the Senate took a recess until 8 o'clock 
p. M. 

8 o'clock,?. Us 

Ths following message from the House was also read : 

House of Representatives, Jan. 18, 1949. 
Hon. President of the Senate : 

Snt : The House has concurred in Senate amended resolution* 
postponing the inauguration of the Governor elect until 10 o'clock, 
p. M. Respectfully, W. B. LANCASTER, 

Clerk House of Representatives. 

The House returned Senate resolution relating to the sense of the 
£reneral Assembly in inaugurating the Governor elect at this time. 

As indefinitely postponed by the House. 

There being no more Orders, Mr. Floyd moved that the Senate 
4ako a recess until 10^ o'clock, P. M. 
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Oa which the yeas and nayt were called for bjr Messrs. Whil^ 
and Floyd, and were : 

Yeas — Messrs. Aldrich, Brown, Costin, Floyd) Forward, Ghent, 
J*. M. Smith— 7. 

Nays^-Mr. President, Messrs. Austin, Crawford, Lorimer, Tweed, 
While— 6. 

Said motion prerailed, and the Senate took a recess until 10} o'. 
dock, P.- M% 

10} o'clock, p. m. 

'f he Senate resumed its session. 

llie following message fronrhis Excellency the Governor was read : 
ExKCUTivB Defartmbi«t, January ISl 1849. 
OenUemen of the Senate' 

and of the House of Representatives : 

The following acts and resolutions are approved, to wit : 

An act to amend an act concerning Roads and Highways, now in' 
force in this State ; 

An act for the relief of the Sheriff and Tax Assessor and Collec- 
tor of Hillsborough County ; 

An act to require licenses to be taken out by persons, and subjects 
not hitherto taxed ; 

An act for the relief of Occupying Clahnants ; 

An act to authorize the people of Wukulla County to select thoir^ 
County Site ; 

An act for the relief of Nathan S. Watson, John T. Myrick, and 
James Griffin ; 

An act to amend an act to establish a Tariff of Fees, approved 
January 6, 1847 ; 

An act to empower James C. Evans, a minor, to assume the man- 
agement of his own estate ; 

An act to authorize and facilitate Internal Improvements, and to 
authorize and regulate partnerships for that purpose ; 

An act to authorize the administrators of the estate oF Micajah 
Doen to sell real estate at private sale ; 

An act relating to the mode of appointment and duties of Auc- 
tioneers ; 

An act amendatory of the Pilot Laws now in force in this State y 

An act to incorporate the Florida and Georgia Rail Road Com- 
pany; 

Preamble and resolution urging upon Congress the payment for 
losses sustained by the citizens of Florida during the late Seminole 
war ; 

Resolution asking an appropriation from Congress to pay so much' 
of an account of William H. Sever as he can show by proper evi-* 
dence to be due him ; 

Resolutions asking from Congress the grant of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, d^c. ; 
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Preamble and resolutiba in relation' to a Light House at or near 
ihQ mouth of the Suwannee River ; 

An act prescribing a general method for the issuing of Licenses, 
and the payment of the tax thereon ; 

An act to authorize William Tenant and John B. Tenant to es- 
tablish a Ferry across Escambia River; 

An act supplemental to an act entitled an act to grant pre-emption 
rights to settlers on State lands, passed at the present session ; 

An act to provide for the payment of the salary, travelling, and 
other expenses of the Register of Public Lands out of the public 
money in his hands ; 

An act to amend the laws now in force establishing a Tarifl* of 
Fees for the County of Jackson ; 

Ah act in relation to the organization of the Probate Court in 
Marion County ; 

An act to authorize Jos. M. Crews to establish a Ferry near the 
mouth of Oulusta, in Columbia County ; 

An act for the protection of Slaves ; 

An act for the purpose of keeping the Indians within their boun- 
dary ; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the Pilotage of 
the Bar of the River St. Johns; 

An act to provide for the election of Judges of Probates by the 
People ; 

Resolution asking of Congress an appropriation for the building 
of a Light House at the Bar of Indian River ; 

Preamble and resolution urging upon Congress the payment of the 
claim of the estate of John W. Livinus ; 

Preamble and resolution asking Congress to take some action to 
keep the Indians of Florida within their prescribed boundary ; 

Resolution relative to the question in controversy between the 
North and South ; 

Resolution relative to the subject of International Exchange ; 

Preamble and resolution relative to W. Bartlett; 

An act to prevent trespass on School, Seminary, and Internal Im- 
provement Lands, and to recover damages for the use and occupation 
of the same ; 

An act supplementary to, and explanatory of, an act to incorporate 
the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company, and the other acts passed 
at the present session contemplating or authorizing the construction 
of a Rail Road; 

An act to amend an act authorizing the United States of America 
to purchase real estate in Florida for location of Arsenals, Dock 
Yards, Magazines, Forts, &c., passed in 1845 ; 

An act in relation to the issuing of Commissions to certain Public 
Officers ; 

Resolution authoring the Register of State Lands to invest moneys 
in his hands in the purchase of State script ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



257 

Aa act supplementarj to an act passed at this sessioOi relating to 
the mode of appointment and duties of Auctioneers ; 

An act making appropriations for the expenses of the fourth Gen- 
erul Assembly of this State, and for other purposes ; 

An act to reduce the rate of taxation upon subjects now taxed, and 
io lay a tax upon cattle of non-residents; 

An act to provide for the payment of services rendered by Orer* 
jeers of Public Roads in the County of Leon ; 

An act to authorize certain officers therein named to continue in, 
And perform the duties of, their several offices until their successors 
are duly elected and appointed, commissioned and qualified ; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Hays ; 

An act relative to the distribution of Thompson's Digest to other 
.States ; 

An act explanatory of the several acts in relation to the migration 
4>f free persons of color into this State ; 

An act to amend the leveral acts now in force in relation to the 
officers of Courts ; 

An aet to authorize the Register ot the Land Office to appoint a 
Deputy, and for other purposes ; 

An act to organize the County of Putnam ; 

An act in relation to the Comptroller's office ; 

An act amendatory of the several acts now in force in relation to 
the assessment and collection of the Revenue ; 

An act in relation to George W. Hutchins ; 

An act in relation to the Circuit Courts of the Western Circuits of 
ibis State ; 

An aet amendatory of the acts feguiating Judicial Proceedings ; 

An act amendatory of the several acts in relation to Attachments ; 

An act amendatory of the acts for the appointment of Measurers of 
Lumber, and for other purposes ; 

Resolution relative to the distribution of Thompson's Digest ; 

Resolution for the relief of W. D. Moseley ; 

Resolution for the relief E. Barnard ; 

Resolution for the safe-keeping of Public Arms, and 

Resolution for the relief of Michael Ledwith. 

Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

Also the following : 

ExzcvnvM DxF4JnncBifT, Jan. 18, 1649. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and Houee of Representatioea : 

The bill entitled, ''An act relating to Capital Punishments,^ is 
herewith returned without approval. 

The 4th section provides that, in all cases, where any person has 
been, or may hereafter be, convicted of any capital offence, and sen. 
tence of death passed, the Governor may commute the punishment, 
substituting imprisonment for not less than one year, in every such 
case, and imposing a fine, or whipping, or both, at his discretion. 

The General Assembly certainly cannot give to the Governor 
|K>wers which are not conferred upon him by the Constitution. J 
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|k) not find, in that Charter oi' our Rights, any grant of power, afier 
conviction in criminal and penal cases, but the power to reprieve 
sind pardon, and to remit fines and forieitures, ^c. The right to com. 
mute punishment, under similar circumstances, would seem to be the 
exercise of a new power, not therein delegated, and, of* course, in 
violation of the letter, as wallas the spirit of the Consiitution. 

Apart from other objections, which might, it is believed, with pro- 
prietybe urged to its approval, I feel myseU constrained by a sense 
of duty, and a proper regard for what I believe to be the true intent 
and meaningof the Constitution, to return the bill, with /A» objectiu^ 
to Its passage into a law, to the Hou«»o in which it ori^iimied. 
Very respectfully, W. D. MOSELEY. 

On ipotion, the Senate took a recevs for 30 minutes. 

At the expiration of which lim« the Senate resume.! its setusion. 

A Coipi^itlee bom the House infort^ed the Senate that there was 
no further business before that body, and that they were ready to 
adjourn ^ine 4ic^ 

The question coming up relative to the bill vetoed by tlis Excel- 
l^ncytl^^ Qovernor; 

The previous question was moved s^iid carried. 

The main question, Shall the bill pass over the v^to of the (xov. 
ernor 7 being about to be put. 

The President infijirmed the Senate that The said bill had been tori^ 
and burnt up by Mr. Floyd, the Senator from Franklin. 

Mr. J. M. Smith moved that Mr. Floyd be granted leave to ex- 
plain his conduct, and to excuse himself. 

Said motion was lost. 

The Presidei^t having vacated the Chair, Mr. Whil^ offered thq 
following resolqtiqns : 

Re$oloed^ That the thanks of this Senate be hereby tendered to 
the Honorable President for the able, impartial and di^njfied man- 
ner in which he has discharged his duties during the present session. 

Resolved further f That the thanks of the Senate be hereby ten- 
dered to the Secretary, and other officers, for the faithful manner in 
which they have discharged their respective duties^ 

On which the yeaa and nays were called for by Messrs. Floyd and 
Gbept, and were : 

Teas — Messrs. Aldrich, Austin, Brown, Burritt, Costin, Forward, 
Loniner, J. M. Smith, Tweed, Watu and White — 11. 

Nays — Messrs. Floyd and Ghtsnt — 2. 

Saifl Resolutions were adopted. 

The Presieent having resumed the Chair, responded in a feeling 
a|id eloquent address. 

pn motion of Mr. Burritt^ the Senate adjourned sine die. 
Attest : C. W. DOWNING, 

Secretary of the Senate, 
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DocnmeEts Aeeompanying the GoTerner^s Hessage. 



crnKPTBOLIiCR'S B£P4MBV. 



Office of ComptsoliiBB Of' Public Accounts, 
Tallahassee, November 1, 1848. 
To His Excellency Williau D. Moski^ey, Gacemar, ^c* 
Sir : I have the honor to present herewith the report, required by 
law, of all the acts and proceedings of this office^ for the^fiscal year 
ending Slst utt. 

I. — The Receipts into the Treasury during said year are the fol- 
lowing named sources of retenue, to wit 
1. Auction taxes— >>for 1847, 



1848, 

2. License taxes — for 1845, 

1846, 
1847, 
1848, 

3. Flues, forfeitures, costs aQd (ees-^ 

for 1845, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 

4. General rerenue^ — for 1845, 

1840, 
1847, 
1848, 

5. Amount of an advance, in 1847, to the 
United States, refunded, * 

6. Profit and loss-»-for amount premium 
on sale of draft on New Yorlc, 

Total, 



«982 76 
780 99—^1,763 75 

107 88 
66 50 

508 62 

599 ao— 1,282 30 

20 61 
986 52 
356 75 
495 06— 1,858 94 

108 20 
4,875 63 

82,874 42 

14,005 87—51,864 12 

50 

13 01 



56,832 72 



II. — The Expenditures are the following, aud upon the following 
accounts, to wit : 
1* Legislative Department : 

(1.) Second General Assembly— 
(1846-'7)— pay and mileage of 
Thos. M. White, Senator, - 137 00 

(2.) Third Gener^ Assembly--* 
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2 

(1847'-8)— per diem and mileage 




of members, 


9,892 6a 


Pay of clerks, 


1,268 00 


Paj of messengers, drc, 


576 00 


Pay of chaplains. 


100 00 


Printing journals and daily slips, 


2,092 54 


Printing and publishing laws, 


196 00 


Contingent expenses, such as re- 




pairs, stationary, dee., • 


245 17—14,507 31 


2. Executire Department : 




Salaries of officers. 


4,180 52 


3. Judicial Department : 




Salaries of Judges, Attorney General, 




and Solicitors, • . « 


. 11,104 62 


4. Military Department : 




Salaries of officers. 


345 96 


Pay of armorer for 1847, - 


250 00 


Rent of armory, 


318 33— 914 29 


5. Department of Public Lands : 




Salary of Register, 


1,000 00 


(The amount paid for the traToUing 
expenses of the Register, $265 15^ 






included under the head of ^ Con^ 




tingent Expenses," below,) 




6. Expense of public printing : 
Publishing Amendments to Constitu* 






tion, . . - - 


175 00 


(For other amounts paid for public 




printing, see above, expenses Le- 




gislative Department, $2,288 54, 




and ^Contingent Expenses," be- 




low, $881 ei^total, $3,170 16.) 




7. Taxes refunded by order of General 




Assembly, .... 


30 00 


8. Expense of the Supreme Court, (ses- 




sion 1848:) 




1. Per diem of clerk, (43 days, at $3,) 


129 00 


2. do. sheriff, (43 days, at $3,) 


129 00 


3. Servant hire, - . . . 


32 25 


4. Candles, 


90 


5. Stationery, 


77 25 


6. Pay of clerk for copies of opinions 




of judges furnished to Attorney 




General, for the printer, 


112 76-^81 16 


9, Expense digesting laws — for amount 




paid L. A. Thompson, Esq., per act 




General Assembly, 


2,560 00 


(See other expenses under this head. 




under item **Contingent Expen- 




ses>" $2,617 45.) 
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10. Expense taking eentut of obHdrefl 
between the ages of and 18, &c., as 

Kr act Oeneiml Assembly. 
Jd tax assessor, dx«, of Wakoila 

county, . • . - . 13 15 

(The accounts for this service from the 
other oountles not yet presented.) 
- U. Contingent expenses of State Grovemment : 

1. Public printing— (amendments to 
Constitution, Uanlu, proclama- 
tions, 6se.y dec.,) - • 881 62 

2. Contingent expenses of Capkol, 

Executire offices, dec., • • 1,068 84 

3. Amount paid travelling expenses 

of Register of Public Lands, • 385 15 

4. Distributing laws and journals, • 250 00 

5. Digestinglaws— -expense of print. 

iog and binding Digest, d^., - 2,017 45 

6. Fitting up basement rooms in 
Capitol, paid by order General 

Assembly, • - - 462 70 

7. Expense running Alabama boun* 

dary line, ... 100 00— 5,055 26 

12* Expiense of criminal prosecutions, and the contin- 
gent expenses of the Circuit CourU amount, exclu. 
siv^ of solicitor's salaries, paid within this year : 
For Spring term, 1840, • • 86 75 

Fall term, 1846, 

Spring term, 1847, 

Fall term, 1847, 

Spring term, 1848, 
18. The amount of accounts, certified by the Clerks 
and Sheriffi, for the payment of Jurors and State 
witnesses, which have been, up to this date, taken up 
at Treasury, as per Treasurer's report, . - 855 00 

Total, .... 48,714 21 

As to the last item above of expenditure, I remark, 
that the amount of certificates actually taken up at 
the Treasury, is not the true amount of expenditure 
under that head, nor can that amount now be ascer- 
tained. The reports of the clerks show a total for 
the Spring Terms alone, of $4,304 60. The reports 
for the Fall Terms are not yet in, but I have reason 
to believe their amount will exceed that at|the 
Spring Terms. Perhaps it may be set down at 
•5,500, making a total at both terms of $9,804 60. 
These certificates are to be redeemed by the Tax- 
Collectors — and the amount, which iS| properly, to 



60 43 
783 39 
4,634 10 
1,774 18— $7,288 90 
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be set down as effpended, uadwr tUt haadidiirHig Um 
fiscal year 1848, is the amoum which the- Tax*CoU 
lectors ^all actually redeem, oat of the fiindsia thehc 
hands, belonging to the retime Jot Iftcrt ^mt. 
This amount we cannot ascertain, until the Tax- 
Collectors shall make a final settlemeitt* They 
will, in all probability, redeem alX far the Spring 
Terms, . . . • $4^304 60 

and (say) one half for the Fall Terms, 2,750 00 

pill I i»iaii 

Making a total of . $7,054 60 

From which deduct the amount taken up^ 

as above stated^ at (he Treasury, • . 855 00 

Leaves this amount to be added to the above, 6,109 60 



And makes a total of expenditure, • • 54,913 81 

III. Present financial condition of the State ; 
Treasury Certificates reported by the Treasarer to be outstanding 

this day, ..... 928,^54 66 

To meet which we have the following, to wit :— 
General Revenue for 1848, - $61,144 16 

Auction Tax, arrears, ^sc, estimated at 3,000 



$64,144 16 

Deduct estimated amount for coliectiog, 
insolvencies, 6cCm - $10,000 

Deduct also tUs amount like* 
ly to be applied in redeem- 
ing certified accounts of ju- 
rors and state witnesses, as 
above estimated, . 7,054 60 

Deduct also amount Revenue 

1848, already paid in . 14,005 87— 31,060 47 

Total amount of means, - . $33,083 69 

This amount, less the amount for which land has been advertised 

for sale, is due, and will, no doubt, be paid on the fourth Monday in 
his month ; and it is believed enough will eome ia to pay off all 
he liabilities of the State which are outstanding at this date. 

I take this occasion to remark that the several Tax Collectors of 
the State have, without exception thus far, exhibited a zeal and 
promptness in the discharge of their responsible duties, woitby of 
all praise. I trust and believe that no one will fail, by the fourth 
Monday in this month, to pay every dollar due from him at that time. 

We have been very successful in the collection of arrears due 
the State, as will appear by reference to the items (above) under 
the head of receipts. A few accounts of that class are still open, but 
j^e in process of settlement. 
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Yin total mti&M, tt gtmtmi temoM nsMsed for 1S48. (#61,* 
144 16,) 18 an inereaM of ahoot 18 1«5 per oent orer that of last 
jrear* The aMeismeat bat fiJlen off in oae or two eountnes — in 
two or three H is about the same— •bnt generallj there it a consrde. 
rabie increase. 

As regarda exj^endhvrei the item of erimiml ^roseenlions and the 
expenses of the Circuit Courts continue large. Under this head 
the Ibllowinf aceounU hare been paid dnnag the past year, viz : 

1. Fees of Solicitors, for services prior to the passage 

of the lawgiving Ihem a salary, .... 072000 

2. Salaries of do. since lit Janoarjr, 1848, . . 2,400 00 

3. Costs of clerhs, sberifis, balliA, witnesses, rent of 
Court.Hpusei, and Ihe contingent expenses of Courts, • 6,568 90 

4. Pay of jurors and state witnesses, (as per estimate 

above, being for one term and peit of another,) . - 7,054 60 

Total, .... 816,743 50 
It must continue, uader the laws now existing, a large item. As 
a genenal rule, we may expect to pay, annually, as follows ; 

1. Salary of four Solicitors, 8800 each, - . $3,200 

2. CosUof sherifi8,jelerks, bailiffs, <&e., say - 6,500 

3. Pay of jurors and state witnesses, say, . . 9,500 

Total, .... 819,200 

Nineteen thousand two hundred doilars^-exceedtng in amount, 
any other item of e):penditore. This is an item, too, over which 
thisofiice hasliule or no control, and which, for that reason, espe- 
cially requires strict investigation and restraint on the part of the 
Legislature. 

Thougb perhaps not strictly whhin the line of my duty, as it is 
pfescrib^ by law, I venture to suggest the following amendments 
of the kws now in foiee afiecting the public income and expendi- 
ture: 

The law, above referred to, for the payment of jurors and State 
witnesses, needs explaBation« at least, if not revision. In some parts 
of the State, it is ooaieaded that they are to be paid by the State, 
by virtue of a former law, which is not expressly repealed, mileage, 
in addition to the otte dollar per day. The intention of the Legis- 
lature was, I believe, different, but the question should be placed 
beyond doubt. The amounts to be paid the Clerk and Sheriff for 
certifying the accounts and making reports, and by whom to be paid, 
should be specified by law. 

The amounts paid for stationery, lights, wood, record books, and 
other contingent expenses of the Circuit Courts, is an expense 
which sfaouki, in all jvitiee, be paid by the respective counties. — 
If distributed among them it would hardly be felt ; whereas it makes 
a large item of State expenditure. 

K "Teat saving of exoenso will be secured by extending to all 
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CAMS of iniad6aieuiarr'<^ie9pt, perhaps a S$w, i thit kw which 
re^yjirea a prosecutor, who shall be liable for oosts, oo failure Uk 
coavictt A large mi^ty of the criminal cases ooaunenced, new 
fail, and most of them, ior the sirafde reason, no doubt, that the 
complaints are frivolous. The State is thus put to eaormoos ex< 
pense, and innocent parties injured and aattejed, for no olher pur- 
pose than to gratify malice. Some provision of law is absolutely 
needed, to prevent such an evil, and it is believed none will be mere 
effectual than that here suggested.. 

The law on this subject, now on our statute book, at all events, 
needs explanatiom It has for years, until recently, been altogether 
disregarded ; and now, it is held, by some, that it may be disregar* 
ded, and ** the State" named as prosecutor, at the discretiq^ of the 
Grand Jury. J have taken a difl»rent view of the natter, believing 
that the law is universal and obligatory, and was intended expressly 
to forbid and prevent that very practice of putting the State as pros- 
ecutor — and 1 have disallowed all claims against the State for costs 
in cases where the law requires a pfosecutor. I respectfully sug« 

(est, however, that it is proper the sherifis, clerks and others who 
ave perforiped services in these cases, in good faith and by com- 
pulsion, and without fault on their part, shouM be paid, and that a 
resolution to that effect should be passed by the Legislature. 

The law authoriiing. In cases of felony, the peremptory challenge 
of twenty jurors, is a source of great expense, without correspon- 
ding advantage. That law was adopted in mercy to the accused, 
but it is In practice a frequent means of defeating iustice. As a 
source of expense to the State, at is very objectionable, particularly 
while the State assumes the burden of paying jurors. At every 
trial of a case of felony, the County must be ransacked by the sher* 
i£ to find a sufficient number of jurors— they attend at great expense 
one, two and sometimes as many as five or six days, only at the end to 
be, nearly all, challenged and dismissed, while the criminal has been 
able to cull out of the multitude, just such men as he kmnM will not 
convict him. I respectfully suggest a great reduction in the number 
of peremptory challenges to be allowed. 

It miglkt, perhaps, be wise, as saving expense, to constitute the 
Judge of Probate, associated with one or two Justices of the Peace, 
a Court for the trial of minor criminal <^nces, committed by slaves* 
tn many States such a law is in force, and is found to woffk well. 
It would save great expense, and perhaps promote good order and 
justice. 

Our laws are silent as to who shall pay the costs of prosecution, 
in the case of a slave convicted of a criminal offence. Generally 
the party convicted is to pay — in the case of a slave, there is a dif- 
ference of opinion which a positive law should settle, by declaring 
whether the State, or the owner of the slave shouM pay the costs. 

It might, perhaps, be well to have a law providing that all the 
property of a person indicted should be boimd for the payment of 
apy <?06ts, fiqes, dfp., which should be adjudged against him, and 
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(bat the eapki Mft execution should lefatte baok tcl tbe date of the 
iDdictmeDt. 

ProTMioB ahoold also be made that a capias, ifsaed for the colleo- 
tion of a Gt^^ should have the force and effect of an elocution, in 
Older that the property, as well as the body, of a person sentenced to 
pay a fine, may be miade liable therefor. 

The law relating to forfeited recognizances is defectiye. It 
would, in my opinion, be a wise amendment, to proTide that, on for* 
feiture, execution should at once issue against principal and sure* 
ties — ^the ekeoution specifying the parties and the amount against 
each, and being, in e£^t, joint and several, not to abate by the death 
or discharge of either party-Mind to relate baok and bind property 
from the date of the recognisance-^with a proyision that on proper 
cause shown, the execution might be stayed by the Judge, or the 
forfeiture set aside. As the law on this subject now is, great delay 
and total loss are almost unavoidable. 

The law now directs that reports of all fines, dec., shall be made by 
the clerks to the Treasurer, and he is the officer to order suits in case 
fines are not paid over. That law was adapted to the old Territo* 
rial system of goyemreent, and should be so amended as to conform 
to the present system, by substituting the £omptroller in place of 
the Treasurer. 

An old Territorial law has been hunted up, whereby some of the 
counties claim a per centage of the State revenue for the education 
of poor children. Though I believe that law obsolete, and, in fact, 
repealed, I suggest it be in terms struck firom the statute book. 

As regards the income of the State, our laws need some revision^ 
particularly at relates to the following subjecu i 

The laws relating to Auctioneers are exceedingly cumbrous and 
inconvenient. The mode of appointment, of payment of the tax, 
of making reports, and several other details, should all be altered. 
With proper management and restraint, this branch of revenue may 
be made very productive. 

The lawi in regard to Licenses^ are contradictory and unintelii. 
gible, and have caused great confusion the past year. A general 
ktw is needed, spercifying who shall receive the tax, who issue th^ 
license, who report, the tinfie of report and of payment. Besides, 
there are a great number of subjects pfoper to be taied and licensed, 
which Bo^ are not so. 

The general revenue law needs amendment in the following 
particulars : A large amount of tax is lost, and great expense in- 
curred, from the fact that many of the lands advertijBed for sale fof 
taxes, are unsaleable. A law would be very beneficial in prevent* 
ing these evils, and in promoting the good of the State in other re* 
spects, providing for the purchase of such lands by the State. - ^ 

The lime fixed for the advertisement of lands is by far too long. 
One month for residents and two for non-residents is long enoughV 
A longer time only retards the collection of the revenue, without 
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^responding admlrftfge. ■ n ii T hPsre is adefidency in timt prott. 
sion of the law, not^ in force, requiring the IVx Collectors, on paia 
of losing their eommissioa, to pay into the Treltsciry ail the taxes- 
by the fonrtk JMondaj in November. It makes no exception In 
case of taxes on land adrertised, and it fixes no time when the taxee 
raised by the sale of such lands shall be paid over. It seems to be 
the understanding, and I suppose the correct one, that property is 
not to be taxed for the cnrrent year, unless it was iHthin the county 
prior to the first of March. That time should oeftainly be exfendf- 
ed to (say) the first of May, and it might be weH to provide for a 
half tax on property coming in after that date, and prior to (say) the 
first of October or Wovember. " ^ A law of last session provided 
that any person, deeming himself illegally taxed, might apply to 
the Circuit Court for relief. No such right is given to the State, 
when she may feel herself aggrieved by a decision of the Board of 
County Commissioners. I suggest the passage of a law for that 
purpose. ^— There are a great many persons and species of prop- 
erty and income not now taxed, but which, !n all justice, should be^ 
in order to make the taxes more equable. By taxing them, a con^ 
aiderable addition might be made to our revenue, almost without 
boing felt, and, if found in practice to work ^ell, a redtiotion might 
be made on property now taxed.^": Occasionally taxable pro- 
perty is discovered, whidi, for some reason, was not assessed for pre- 
vious years. Provision should be made that, in snch cases, anv 
Tax-CoUector of the proper county, may assess and collect such 
back dues. » -A very large proportion of the taxes upon poUs 
are lost annually, through the insolvencies of the parties. Perhaps 
some plan may be devised by the Legislature to prevent this. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

SIMON TOWLE. 



Treasurer'^ Report. 

•r- 

Treasubeb's Office, TaItLahassee, i 
November 24, 1848. 
His Excellency William D. Moseley, Governor of Florida : 

Sir : — In conformity with the 6th section of the act of the first Gen- 
eral Assembly organizing the ofBce of State Treasurer, I have the 
honor to submit a *' statement of the balance in the Treasury to the 
credit of the people of this State,*' on the 8lst day of October last, 
*' with a summary of the receipts and payments of the Treasury," 
during the fiscal year ending on that day^ 

By reference to account A, herewith enclosed, you will perceive 
that the receipts during the period referred to, amount to the sum 
of 956,832 7Sf 

Which, added to the balance reported in the Treas- 
ury, November 1,1847, - - . 3,755 10 

tllake the gross sum of '- - $60,587 83 
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The disbursements for the same period amount to the 
8um of $59,259 U 

Leaving a balanee in the Treasury on the Ist day of 
November, 1848, of . * i 1,828 10 

My account with the Surplus Fund, marked B, shows the sum of 
$4,538 78 standing to the credit of that fund, on the 1st day of No- 
vember last. Since that date, two accounts have been rendered 
against the State, (one of 808 00, for printing the Laws and the 
B^ports of the Supreme Court ; and the other of $308 75, for the 
contingent expenses of the Register of Public Lands,) which ^i\\ re* 
duce this sum, by the balance of the appropriations under these 
heads — in the one case being $604, and in the other $800. No cer* 
tificates have been issued or payments made for the excess over the 
respective appropriations. A hew appropriation will, therefore, be 
necessary for these heads of expenditure. 

I refer you to account marked C, for a statement of my accounti 
as Commissioner of the Tallahassee Fund. The only resources led 
to this fund are th6 eight sections of land granted by Congress **for 
the purpose of fixing the seat of Government," which, owing to the 
construction of the act of Congress by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, cannot be made available. An act was pass- 
ed at the last session of the General Assembly, requesting our Sen- 
ators and Representative to use their exertions to procure such ac« 
tion by Congress as would authorize the location of those lands 
** without restriction," &c. No actiori, however, has been had, and 
the creditors of this fund are still led in doubt and uncertainty as to 
when, if ever, they may expect a settlement of their claims. It is 
to be hoped that some course will soon be adopted for their relief. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob't. serv't., 
WM. R. HAYWARD, Treasurer. 



The Treasurer in account with itie State of Florida* 
FISCAL YEAR 1848. 
For amount of cash in hand on the 1st Nov. 1647, as 

reported by ti. Byrd, late Treasurer, 
For receipts since that date, to wit : 
Revenue 1845, 
Do 1846, 
Do 1847, 
bo 1848, 
Fines, d:c., * - * 

Auction tax, • 
License do. - 

Premium on exchange on New York, - 
Cash refunded by underwriters of Brig 
Gen. Wilson, 



$3,755 10 



108 20 


4,875 63 


32,874 42 


14,005 87 


1,858 94 


1,763 75 


1,282 30 


13 61 


50 00—56.832 73 



Total, 



60,58T 8 J 
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By disbursements, to wit : 

Treasury certificates redeemed, - $58,404 72 

Juror and witness do. • 655 00 — 59,259 72 

Cash in hand this day, - • 1,328 10 



November 1, 1846. 



•60,587 82 



B. 

The Surplus Fund in account unA the State of Florida^ 
FISCAL YEAR 1848. 

By balance of appropriation for Legislative Depart. 

ment, . - 926 86 

By balance of appropriation for Executive 

Department, • • 10 48 

By balance of appropriation for salary of 

Quartermaster General, • 79 04 

By balance of appropriation for contingent 

expenses of Register of Public Lands, 800 00 

By balance of appropriation for fees and per 

diem of clerk and sherifiT, and contingent 

expenses of Superior Court, - 118 84 

By balance of appropriation for printing the 

Laws and the Reports of tho Supreme 

Court, • . 604 00 

By balance of appropriation for Contingent 

Fund, (see note a,) - - 615 79 

By balance of appropriation for arrearages 

prior to November 1, 1847, . 1,486 25 

By balance of appropriation for expenses of 

criminal prosecutions, 1848, - 1,292 27 — $4,533 58 

To this amount overpaid appropriation for 

salary of four Judges, Four Solicitors, and 

Attorney General, - - 4 62 

To balance carried down, • 4,528 91— $4,533 53 



By balance brought down, $4,528 91 

(a.) The amount expended under this head during the fiscal year 

1648, was $5,655 26, exceeding the amount appropriated for that 

year by $655 26. The above balance ($615 79) is the balance, 

including unexpended appropriations for former years. 

C. 

The Tallahassee Fund in account with W. R. Hayward^ Treasurer 
and Commissioner. 
1847. 

Nov. 20. To amt. pd. Sibley ^ Dyke for adver- 
tising lot No. 50, as per voucher No. 1, $3 00 • 
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To amt. pd. B. 6. Thornton on hit claim vs. Tal- 
lahassee Fand, as pr voucher No. 2, 22 25 

To commissions on receipt of $26 at 1^ per ct. 

To •* on payment of $25 25 at 1^ pr ct. 75 

Dec. 3. To costs in case of Treasurer vs. Louis 

Hoc, as pr voucher 3, 3 60 

Dec. 18. To discount on $87 Union money sold 
at auction by order of Gov. Moseley, at 17c ^ 
on the dollar, voucher 4, 72 80 

1848. 

May 27. To amt. paid R. A. Shine on his con- 
tract, voucher 6, 80 03 

To costs in case of Treasurer vs. William Bil- 
liard, voucher 5, 12 47 

To commissions on receipt of $42 50at 1^ prct. 1 28 
Do. on payment of $42 50 at 1^ pr ct* 

1847— Nov. 1. To cosh in hand, 9 32— $155 50 

Nov. 17. By amt. in hand this day, as per report 
of B. Byrd, late Treas'r <k Com'r. in U. IVT., 87 00 

Nov. 20. By amt received from sale of lot No. 

50 in N. W i, Sec. 36, T. 1, R. 1, N. dc W., 26 00 

1848. 

May 27. By amt. reed, from sale of lot No. 13 

in S. W. i, Sec. 1, T. 1, R. 1, S <& W., 42 50— $155 50 



Report of the Register of Public Lands. 

Office op Register of Public Lands, ) , 
Tallahassee, Nov. 16, 1848. \ 
To his Excellency W. D. Moseley, 

Governor of Florida : 
Sir : In obedience to legal provisions requiring the Register of 
Pablic Lands to report *' the State of the several funds, and the con- 
dition and disposition of the lands under his charge, with such sug- 
gestions as he believes will promote the interest of the State jn this 
behalf," I respectfully submit the following 

REPORT: 

The balance on hand Nov. 14th, 1847, was • $5^075 33 

Amount received from said date to 31st Oct., 1848, as 
per account and exhibits appended, is • - 17,340 87 

which, added to said balance, makes - - - $22,410 20 
The disbursements during the same period, as per acc't 
and exhibits appended, amount to, - - • 5,590 55 

Which, deducted, leaves in Treas'y certificates and cash, $1G,8IG G5 
"{he above sum includes the following, viz : 
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Am't of 5 per cent of proceeds of sales of 
public land^for the year 1846, • • $1,930 92 
Am*t rec*d for rent of IQth sections, - - 579 09 

Making, - • - $2,510 01 
Which, deducted from the balance above, leaves to the 

Seminary fund, 14,306 64 

To this fund there 13 due by bonds, ... 22,136 53 
By internal improvement fund for money advanced, 9,013 42 

Py lessees in Jackson county,* 285 00 

" « Gadsdent " - - - ' t r 813 50 

And, by the U. States, there is due to this State 5 per 

cent on sales of 1847, which has been applied for but 

not paid. 

Of the lN*rEBNAL Improvement Fcnd. 

The disbursements down to the end of the fiscal year, 
31st October, 1848, made from the Seminary Fund, 
amount to $9,675 87 

The receipts for the ^ame period, - . - - 662 45 

Which having been transferred to the Seminary fund, 
in part payment of the above sum advanced, leaves due 9,013 42^ 

There is due to the internal improvement fund by bonds 
for land taken qnder the State pre-emption law, the 
•um of - - r - •» - T - - 358 66 

Of the Common School Fctnd. 

The amount recM for rents as per exhibit D is - - $579 09 
The amount paid for selecting land for deficient 16th 

sections (see E)is 583 38 

The same considerations that induced me to make an investment 
in State Certificates in 1 847, operated with increased force during 
the present year. 

The premium on exchange, which was frequently not obtainable 
at any price, and the brokerage on the purchase of United States' 
•tock, would have amounted to no inconsiderable sum; whilst that 
stock, had it been purchased, would have yielded less profit than the 
Florida certificates. Besides, at a season of such extraordinary de- 
pression, the withdrawal of a large sum from circulation at home 
would have been felt by the whole business community ; and, by 
diminishing competition, would at once have lowered the public 
credit, and obliged the holders of certificates, at least a portion of 
them, to submit to greater loss. 



* The whole of this sam which includes $185 50 stated in last annnal report 
t^ have been collected by B. Barkloy. Esq., agent, hat been paid since the end of 
thf fiscal year. 

t But a small part of thisj iqost of which is of old standing, is considered co] 
JLecUble. 
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The quantity of lands approved during the past year for defi- 
cient 16th sections is 9,864 74 acres.* 

The quantity for Seminaries, 1^ section.f 

For Internal Improveroent, I have reported, in all, 310,00(Xacre8, 
none of which, however, has yet received the final action of the 
Treasury Department. Apprehending that there existed some ob- 
stacle to its approval, I addressed the Commissioner of the General 
Liand Office on the subject, and was informed by him that the mat- 
ter had been ^* suspended until further information can be had in 
relation to the claims arising under the armed occupation act, as 
many of the selections appear to conflict with those claims." 

Under the operation of thi;i act the State will lose, perhaps, a con- 
siderable quantity of good land ; but she will be compensated by 
the acquisition of a bold and hardy class of citizens, who have~ 
tamed the wilderness, and rendered it more inviting to other emi- 
grants from abroad. 

in my last annual report, £ stated the obstacles that existed to the 
locating of the eight sections granted by Congress to Florida, for 
" fixing her seat of Government." The General Assembly passed 
resolutions on the subject, with the view to procure a modification 
by Congress of thd mode ^n which, according to a decision of the 
Treasury Department, this land had to be located. I am not aware, 
however, that Congress took any action in the matter. As selec- 
tions for this purpose, as well as for Seminaries, are required to be 
made in larger compact bodies than those whioh are made for In- 
ternal Improvement; and as the surveyed portions of the State had 
been gleaned ; I considered it advisable to wait for further surveys ; 
4nd therefore reported, the past year, no land for the Seat of Gov- 
ernment, and but very little for Seminaries. 

The information that I have been able to acquire in regard to 
16th sections is vague, and unsatisfactory, it is to be hoped that 
the tax assessors and collectors, upon whom the last Assembly de.- 
volved the duty of collecting specific information on this subject, 
will be able to impart it. 

Under the provisions of an act passed 11th February, 1838, the 
Trustees of the Jefferson County Academy leased a number of valf 
uable sections. Those leases have all expired; and it is so ques- 
tionable whether they ought to be extended, that I would reluctant? 
ly decide in favor of such a course. My views, adverse to the pracr 
tice of leasing the public lands, were given in my last report.-— 
Those views are not only unchanged, but their correctness is con? 
firmed, in my opinion, by further observation. They are, howeverj 
inapplicable to such as the 16th section on Lake Bradford. This 
section is worthless, except as a healthy summer retreat, for which 
purpose, exclusively, it has been rented. 

The act establishing the office of Register, requires that ^^ eac)| 
class of land shall pay the expense of locating the saine." 

♦See appendix E. 
tSec appen4i* P. 
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I tni8t that I may be pardoned for recommending a modification 
of this provision, as far as it relates to school lands, so as to make 
the expense of locating these chargeable to the Seminary fund, 
without remuneration. I shall barely remark, in defence of this 
suggestion, that the fund arising from the 16th sections, many of 
which are both barren and fractional, cannot bear any diminution^ 
without serious injury to the intended recipients of its benefits ; 
and it would be rigorous to exact, from such slender resources, a 
pittance to contribute to establish universities, which can be directly 
Deneficial to, comparatively, a very few. 

The sales during the past year amount to 3,831 67 acres; of 
which, 2,828 88, producing $9,231 30, were Seminary lands; and 
1,002 79 acres, were Internal Improvement lands; which latter 
were taken under the pre-emption laws of the State. 

This result, considering the pressure of the times, would seem to 
indicate a considerable degree of relative prosperity in Florida.— 
But it must be remarked that it does not show, to a proportionate ex- 
tent, an augmentation of the best kind of wealth to a State, popula- 
tion. 

The sales were, for the most part, of land lying in old and dense 
Mttlements ; and, I think, with but a single exception, to citizens of 
the State. 

Within the past year there has been less immigration to Florida 
than during any previous year since Indian hostilities ceased. This 
is attributable to several causes; one of which is the ftict, that 
nearly all the good land is now covered by the State selections, and 
by private claims, so situated that a large portion is precluded from 
immediate sale. Cooperating with this, there is another powerful 
cause tending to divert the current of emigration from this, to other 
regions. 

Whilst the good land here is engrossed, as has been stated, the 
United States possess elsewhere boundless tracts of great fertility, 
to which emigrants are attracted by the facility of obtaining settle- 
ments under the pre-emption laws. 

It is indispensably necessary that Florida should adopt speedily 
a policy that may tend to counteract causes obviously impeding 
her growth in population. To say nothing of the general advanta- 
ges of a dense population in promoting the arts and sciences, and 
increasing the physical and political power of a State, it is incon- 
testably true, that where population is most numerous, internal im- 
provement is most wanted, and, therefore, most easily efi^ected. 

The same proposition is equally true, in reference to education. 
Indeed, instruction by the *,Common SchooP system, is exceedingly 
difl5cult,if not impracticable, where the population is very sparse. 

The truth of these propositions will, perhaps, be admitted; but 
yet it may be asked, how is Florida to counteract the causes re- 
ferred to ? 

I would reply, by disposing of her public lands in the same man- 
ner that the UoitedStates dispose of theirs. 
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It may be argued, io opposition to this suggestion, that Florida 
has already more children than she has means to educate ; and if 
she sells her Seminary lands at low prices, she will gain nothing. 
This objection is more specious than sound. For if immigration 
be checked by the high price of land, the increase of population 
by procreation, and the increase of the education fund by sales to 
citizens of the State, would, at best, progress in the same ratio ; 
which process, whilst it would not augment the relative means to 
foster education, would unquestionably retard the other great inter* 
ests. But this is not all. Experience proves that the enhanced 
value of land, in a series of years, seldom renaunerates the holder 
in a sum equal to what would be the amount of principal and in- 
terest on the investment And it is susceptible of demonstration, 
that, if the lands which were sold last year, although they lie in 
rich and dense neighborhoods, had been sold twenty years ago at 
|[0vemment price, the Seminary fund, would now be greater than 
It is ; and it is equally demonstrable, that the revenue of the State 
would be greater, the population more numerous, and the political 
power greater. 

Thus in whatever aspect the subject may be considered — whether 
it be in reference to the entire interest of the State, or only to the 
particular purposes for which the grants were made^ — the conclu- 
sion is, to me, irresistible, that the policy recommended would be 
promotive of all. 

During the last winter and spring, as I have been informed, 
many persons from abroad visited this State with a view to settle- 
ment. Finding the good lands situated as has been mentioned, they 
became discouraged and withdrew, probably to migrate to some 
other region. 

The recurrence of such disappointments for a few years, may be 
greatly detrimental to the State. Often a slight cause retards or 
expedites the settlement of a country. The emigration of a single 
individual will sometimes unsettle a whole neighborhood ; whilst- 
the disappointment of one may be even more powerful to repress 
the enterprise of those who were anxious to seek new homes. 

These views having been presented in my last report, and recog- 
nized by the General Assembly, to some extent, to be correct, (as 
may be inferred from the passage of a State pre-emption law, and 
a resolution in favor of having the price of United States land re- 
duced,) I feel the less diffidence in recommending, as means of in- 
viting immigration, an extension of the privileges granted by the 
law to which I have just referred. 

Under existing circumstances the flow of population is, com 
paratively, slow even to the most fertile regions ; and without a 
change, ages will elapse before the inferior lands will teem with 
population. A very large portion of Florida is in its natural state, 
of little value for cultivation, but is admirably adapted for stock 
raising ; and whilst the luxuriant and boundless pasturage, aided by 
a genial climate, renders that primitive occupation a source of 
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profit in the cattle themselves, these, in their turn, contribute to feKi< 
lize the soil, at a cost of labor and expenditure scarcely felt, and id 
prepare it for the production of the most valuable staples. 

Thither, under a liberal system, will be led a hardy and useful 
population, whose efforts to procure an humble competency may 
gradually develope capabilities of climate and soil, which other- 
wise might continue unknown. 

It was probably with a view to hasten the settlement of this 
description of land) that the last General Assembly passed thereso- 
luiions relative to the reduction of the price of United StatesMands. 
Thus far the true policy of the State and of the General GroverQ«> 
ment was correctly discerned. But to carry out her object, Florida 
should co-operate with the United States, by offering to immi- 
grants comparative facilities for the acquisition of her own lands; 
much of which, in consequence of the late period at which most af 
the selections were permitted to be made, to the restrictions im- 
posed as to the mode of seleetmg, and to the existence of large and 
numerous Spanish grants, must, unavoidably^ be of an ordinary 
quality. 

A contemplation of the causes which have been referred to, and 
of others which will occur to the observant and reflecting mind, as 
obstacles to the improvement of the State, will, I trust, result in the 
conviction that timely and judicious liberality would be the best 
policy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN BEARD, 
Register of Public Lands for the State of Floiida. 



REGISTER OF PUBLIC LANDS, ACCOUNT CURRENT, 
AND EXHIBITS A< B, C, D, AND NO. 1. 

JoJm Beards Register of Pub. Lands^ in accH with the State of Florida* 
1847. Dr. 

To balance due, as per statement, in report No- 
vember 14th, 1847, - - $5,075 33 
Dec. 4. ** Cash received from Treasurer in 
payment of the Register's travelling 
expense, this amount being charged 
in acc't current to Register's credit, 
" cash recM forSem. land, exhibit A, 
" " instalments for land 

sold in 1847, as per exhibit B, 
" cash for int4 imp*t land, exhibit C, 
" " rec'd for rents of 16th sec'ns 

exhibit D, 

" cashrecMof J'dgeBaltzelljOldac't, 
« " " Dr. D. L. White, ag»t 

for rents, 233 271 

" cash received of U. 8. Treasury, 



285 15 
4,786 48 


r.558 76J 
'662 43 


579 09 
74 56 
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being 5 per ce&t. on sales for the 
year 1846, . - - - - 1^30 92 
^ cash rec'd as premittm on $10,251 
51 State certificates, subject lo a 
drawback of ^ of 12 per cent on 
all redeemed within 12 months 
from day of purchase, - - - 1,230 18^22,416 20 
To balance brought forward, - - 16,816 65 
Cb. 
By amount of disbursements, as per exhibit No. 1, ap- 

pended, $5,599 55 

By baUnce, 16,816 65-22,416 20 

exhibiFno. 1. 

DISBVESKXSirrS FOR THS YBAB E^DIK& 31ST OCTOBEX, 1848. 

1847. 

Nov. 20. Cash paid B. L. White, agent, for rents, $68 75 

<« 22. ^ '' Henry Weils, for locating land, 50 00 

« 22. ** ** Judge Baltzeli, for services locating, ^c. 88 93 

<« 26. ** " A. M. Randolph, for locating land, 

Dec. 24. ** " B. F. Whitner, jr* for locating land, 

1848. 

Jan. 3. ** ** John Dick, «« a «« 

Mar. 12. ** ** Spencer Brooks, for appraising land, 

»* 14. " " Geo. Grouard, for advertising sales, 

** 81. ** ** O. A. Myers, for services in my absence, 

April 6. *' ** Hayward's adm*rs, for stationary, 

** 6. * ** A. M. Randolph, for locating land, 

<« 12. «* " Sibley dc Dyke for advertising sales, 

<« ^ W, Bartlett, for blanks and adv. sales, 

** *♦ Joseph Clisby, for advertising sales, 

•' " Columbus Times, for do. 

*• « Charleston Mercury, do* 

« " Cotton Rawls, for appraising land. 

May 1. " " John Dick, for locating land, 

** *« Henry Wells, do. 

** « S. J. Perry, do. 

" •* V. J. Strickland, for appraising land, 

" « Savannah Georgian, for adv. sales, 

** " Florida Herald, for advertising sales, 

** " W. Bartlett, for blanks, 

June 1. ^ " John Dick, for locating land, 

^ ** R. M. Gamble, for appraising land, 

•* 13. « " For Postage, * 

" « Sibley & Dyke, for blanks, 

Joly 10. ^ ^ Savannah Republican, for adv. sates, 

" «' Henry Wells, for locating land, 

27. « «< A. M. Randolph, do. 

Sept. 2. ^ *' The News, for advertising land sales. 



500 00 


415 00 


400 00 


45 00 


88 50 


e, 44 00 


20 37 


1500 00 


46 00 


67 75 


46 50 


41 00 


42 10 


45 00 


800 00 


100 00 


100 00 


10 00 


60 75 


22 50 


15 00 


300 00 


2 50 


7 15 


00 


61 25 


420 00 


670 00 


85 50 
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^ The Raleigh Register, for adv. tales, 
*< Raleigh Standara, do* 



The above is exclusive of the Register's travelling expen- 
ses, (to be paid out of the Treasury,} viz : 



20 00 
12 00 

$5,599 55 

308 75 

•5^08 80 



[A.] 
Recbifts fos Sexinart LAia>s sold during the Fiscal Yeas 
dlsT October, 18.48. 
From — 



From — 

Wm. J. Faircloth, 

W. L. Scurlock, 

Nelson Hawley, 

8. J. Baker, 

S. W. A. Askeiv, 

William D. Branch, 

Wm. Holly, 

Wiley Brooks, 

Ephraim Blitch, 

Adin Waterman, 



$82 60 


HI 37 


180 54 


70 74 


166 74 


48 45 


35 55 


47 20 


87 69 


16 54 



John C. McGehee 
Townsend 6c Farrell, 
William H. Ware, 
R. G. Mays, 
V. J. Strickland, 
James Harrison, 
L. T. R. Riviere, 
Edward J. Thomas, 



233 13 


1 00 


344 55 


236 08 


378 00 


2,640 67 


35 38 


70 35 



$4,786 48 



[B.] 



Second Instalments; or. Receipts for Sbminary Lands sold 

IN 1847. 



PORCHAIIRS NaMRS. FrOM — 

J. L. G. Baker, (for 
S. J. Baker,) 

Jos. T. Russ, 

Thos. M. While, 

B. F. Spiers, 

John P. Lockey, 

Wm. F. Snelhng, 

John Waddill, 

John Tanner, 

Pempsey Pittman, 

Charles S. Sibley, 

Charles Waller, (as- 
signee of Gunn,) 

J. L. Smallwood, 

H. P. Mitchell, 

John P. Mathison, 

H. P. Lipford, 

Benjamin Waison, 

William Kilcrease, 

V. J. Strickland, 

Josiah Woodbury, 



$468 31} 


405 53 


229 


78 


320 43 


101 


18 


72 61 


625 


59 


212 68 


HI 


64 


134 30 


89 


35 


89 


47 


89 


48 


67 


11 


35 


72 


64 00 


805 


95 


335 


85 


44 


86 



P0RCHA8IR8 Names. From-^ 



Tabitha Williams, 
Geo. W. Tillinghast, 
Wm. Bailey, 
C. C. Yonge, 
Jos. W. Russ, 
Jno. McElvy, 
R K. Shaw, 
Alex. Campbell, 
Ed. J. Thomas, 
Wm. S. Gunn, 
Thos. D. Newsom, 
Wm. S. Gunn, 
S. C. Bellamy, 
C. Waller, assignee 

of Thomas, 
Samuel Woodbury, 
Wm. Edwards, 
M. M. McAliley, 



44 86 

533 57 

899 14 

197 68 

123 40 

156 97 

337 51 

261 76 

55 64 

33 38 

33 54 

130 03 

ill 87 

44 57 
100 94 
179 06 

11 00 



$7,558 76J 
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[C] 

RECEIPTS FOR LaIO) 8BLS0TBD FOS hrOnVAJ, ImPBOYSXBNTi Alts 
SOLD UNBKR THB PUS-BHPTIOir JJLW OP THB StATX. 



PlTRCHAiBBS NaMIS. 

Sterling McCarthy, $190 00 

John Milton, 29 92 

Philemon Conelly, 29 50 

James A. Dallas, 47 50 

Archibald Campbell, 190 00 

Angus C. Dooglas, 44 37 



PuBOHAiiBi Names. 
James Smith, 
Wm. S. Mann, 
M. McCarthy, 
Qeorge L. Cochran, 



59 16 


27 00 


15 50 


29 50 



$662 45 



ID.] 



List of School Landsrented by A. A. Fisher^ Sher^ofLeon courUy^ 
and eX'Oficio Commissioner of said lands. 



Town- 
ships. 


Ranges. 


Lessees. 


Yr's 


Rent. 


Paid. 


Due. 


No. 2. 


IN&E 


George W. Holland, 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




c< 




•C (C cc 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


3. 




Thomas L. Hall, 


1840 


40 00 


40 00 




«• 




«C CI n 


J 847 


60 00 


60 00 




«f 




€€ C( CC 


1846 


60 00 




60 00 


1. 


2 


Charles C. ParkhilU 


1848 


50 00 




50 00 


(C 


2 


W, N. Taylor, for Barrow, 
J. H. T. Lorimer, 


184S 


160 00 




160 00 


(C 


2 


1848 


30 00 




3000 


3. 


2 


James Ponder, 


1847 


30 00 


30 00 




(C 


2 


cc cc 


1848 


30 00 




30 OQ 


2. 


3 


J. C. Mottford, 


1847 


28 00 


28 00 


, 


« 


3 


Amos Pipkin, 
Wesley B. Taylor, 


1848 


30 00 




30 00 


3. 


3 


1847 


40 00 


35 00 


5 OD 


»< 


3 


»« cc cc 


1848 


40 00 




40 00 


CI 


3 


John W. Bean, 


1848 


23 00 




25 0^> 


C( 


3 


H. J. M. Hutto, 


1848 


10 00 




10 00 


1. 


IN&W 


J. J. Scott, 


1847 


38 10 




38 10 


•• 


1 S & E 


Wm. M. Maxwell, 


1846 


340 00 




340 00 


«< 


L 


cc cc cc 


1847 


264 00 




264 oe 


•( 


I 


George Galphin, 


1847 


38 00 




38 08 


<• 


1 


John P. Maxwell, 


1847 


38 00 




39 OM 


(« 


2 


J. H. T. Lorimer, 


1846 


160 00 


160 00 




<( 


2 


David Barrow, 


1847 


188 00 


188 00 




«i 


2 


J. H. Lorimer, 


1847 


170 00 


170 00 




« 


2 


Wm. Bloxbam, 


1847 


75 00 


75 00 




*t 


2 


cc cc 


1848 


90 00 




90 00 


«< 


1 S&W 


Henry Bond,* 


1847 


6 00 




5 00 


(( 




cc cc 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


i« 




R. K.Call,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


« 




cc cc 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


(• 




Wm. C. Campbell,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


(( 




cc «c 


1848 


SOO 




5 00 


« 




J. B. Taylor,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


(t 




ic cc 


184S 


500 




5 00 


It 




J. R. Lloyd.* 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




«l 




E. A. Bruce,* ' 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


it 




J. H. Rhodes,* 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




11 




IC 11 


1848 


5 00 




500 


II 




R. B. Lignowski,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 09 


fi 




Graham 9l Barco,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


C( 




R. W. B. Hodgson,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


(C 




Olis Fairbanks,* 


1847 


5 00 


500 




(■ 




«c cc 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 



* For Sammei reiidencet on Lako3radford. 



$2129 ]0| 9806 00|$1323 10 
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or the abore rents the Sheriff bay paid over to the Regnter the 
sam of five hundred and Berenty-nine dollars and nine cents, ($579 
00,) which is to lie ciedited to the respeotfve Townships in proper^ 
lion to the renti or tho amoiint coUeeted, hr each. 

(E.) 

In the TttUahastee District thefiUawing setections for d^eient ISth 
tections have been appraoed. 



"^ 


Pot 


Sub-divisions 






^-^ 


Tship*. RkDge* 


Selected. 


Sec. T. 


Range. Aciet. 


7 N. 


12 W 


.N. W. iofS. E.i 


84 7 N 


. 11 W. 89.94 




13 


S. E. i 


82 " 


M 


159.87 




14 


EiNWi&WiNE^H 


38 " 


iC 


; 280.12 




i< 


WiSEi&SEiSE^,! 


28 " 


« 




15 


Ni, ; 


21 " 


a 


;i 479.62 




M 


NWi < 


22 " 


¥ 




4 


8W| 


19 6 


8 


159.37 




5 


NWi 


80 « 


M 


159.87 




e 


SWi 


80 ** 


i* 


159.87 




7 


KE^ 


25 5 


9 


158.24 




7 


W i of S W i 


21 7 


11 


79.84 


7S 


11 W 


N W* 


28 7 


11 


159 87 




11 


NWi 


29 " 


i( 


159.87 




11 


NEi 


29 " 


M 


159.87 




12 


WiSEl&SEiSEj 


29 " 


14 


119.89 




12 


SWi 


29 « 


i« 


159.87 




12 


SEi 


20 " 


C< 


160.56 




14 


SE:( 


19 " 


<« 


160.00 




14 


SWi 


20 " 


«< 


160.81 


7 N 


18 W 


Ni 


8 4 N 


low 


819.75 




17 


Si 


8 4 


16 


819.75 




18 


NWi 


8 2 


17 


159.62 




19 


Ni 


17 4 


16 


820.00 




SO 


Si 


17 4 


16 


320.00 




21 


Ni 


20 4 


16 


820.62 




22 


'A 


20 4 


16 


820.62 




29 


80 5 


16 


820.88 




24 


s* 


80 5 


16 


820.88 




25 


Ni 


81 5 


16 


320.38 




26 


Si 


81 5 


16 


320.88 




27 


Ni 


82 5 


16 


820.00 




28 


SWi 


82 5 


16 


160.00 




29 


El 


8 2 


17 


819.24 




29 


SWi 


8 2 


17 


159.62 




30 < 

30 ; 


iNiSEi 


>4 2 
9 2 


17 


'640.68 




(NWi 


17 




80 


SWi 


9 2 


17 


161.00 




31 


SEi 


9 2 


17 


161.00 
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M.de 


For Sub^diviflioiit 






" 


Pflhip! 


}. Ranges. Selected. 


Sec. T. 


Range. 


Acres* 


8 


81 Lou 2 and 7, 


10 4 


16 


52,00 


4 


82 Lots 1, 8, 4, 5 and 6, 


10 4 


16. 


182.60 


1 


29 . Lots 2, 5 and 6, 


26 8 


17 


207.10 


2 


82 Lots 8, 7 and 8, 


26 8 


17 


309.14 


1 S 


22 W Lot 4, 


26 8 


17 


79.88 


9 


28 Lots 4 and 5, 


85 8 


17 


160.32 


1 


80 Lots 8 and 6, 


85 8 


17 


141.68 


2 


80 Lots 2 and 7, 


85 3 


17 


132.60 


2 


81 Lot 8, 


85 3 


17 


80.20 



1 38 W i S E J 15 2 17 479.86 

(F.) 
SdectwMfor a Seminary West of Apdlachkola Rwetf under tie 

acts of Congress of dd MarcJif 1823, and ^QthJatmaryj 1827. 

Entire sec. 24, township 6 N, range 10 W. 

Entire sec. 26, township 7 N, range 9 W. 

The above w<ere approved last year, bat in the published list the 
first was erroneously printed section 26, and the other was omitted. 

This township wants ^th of a section. 
For a Seminary East of Apalachicola River, under the same acts. 

The S. E. i of sec. 2, township 21 S, range 18 E, — which com- 
pletes this township. 

Under the act <fZd Marchy 1845. 

Entire section 26, town^ip 8 N, range 3 W. 

There remain to be approved under this, act of 3d March, 1845, 
15 sections and i. 



Attorney OeneraFs Report. 

Attorney General's Office, > 
Tallahassee, November 20, 1848. \ 
n His Excellency f Wx. D. Moseley, Governor of Florida : 

The law requires the Attorney General to make a written report 
to the Governor, five days before the first day of every session of the 
General Assembly, as to the eflect and operation of the acts of the 
last previous session — the decisions of the Courts thereon — referring 
to the previous legislation on the subject, with such suggestions as* 
in his opinion, the public interest may demand. 

With respect to many of the acts of the General Assembly, it would 
seem that this duty could, with much more propriety and advantage, 
be performed by the Comptroller of the State. The nature, charac- 
ter and duties of his ofRce, necessarily lead him to a more minute ac- 
quaintance with much of the most important legislation of the coun- 
try, and to a more accurate knowledge of the effect and operation of 
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ter and duties of his office^ neeessaMly ]md him to a more minute ac« 
qutistaiiee with mubh of the most important legislktioB of the covin, 
try, and to a more accurate knowledge of the efiect and operation of 
those laws relating to taxation, the subjects of taxation, the collMfoa 
of the revenue, and the fit and proper ob}ect8 of ezpendi&ire. With 
every thing Cbhiiected with the finanfeial interests of the Stifte, his of- 
ficial position necessarily mak^s him intimately acquainted, and he ii 
therefore the better enabled to see the defects of existing laws, and 
the more competent to suggedt appropriate reoiedies. 

Having availed myself of the experien^ aind observation of that 
intelligent and indefatigable officer, iftid conccHrring with him in the 
opinion that there are defects in our revenue laws which ought to be 
brought to the notice of the Legisliitare, I could not, perhap|, in a 
more proper manner, discharge my duty, than by referring to ms re- 
port, and bespeaking fer the views express^, and the suggestions 
made therein, a respectful consideration. 

It is the belief of'the Comptroller that there are many proper sub- 
jects of taxation, which have been entirely omitted in Uie revenue 
laws, and which are therefore untaxed, but which ou^t, in justice, ti> 
be made sourees Of income to the State : and that tMs can be easily 
done without incteasing the burdens of the people. Were a tax im- 
posed upon slave dealers or persons bringing slaves into the State for 
6ale ; horse dealers, or persons bringing horses and mules from abroad 
for sale ; upon venders of lottery tickets and playing cards ; upon 
agents of foreigii or non-resident commission merchants, commercial 
houses, factors, brokers and private bankers, a considerable revenue 
might be derived, which is not now obtained firom these socnrces, by 
reason of the inadequacy of the law for the accon^lishment of soch 
a purpose. These, and many others that could be menticHied, might 
be required to tkke out a license, ifpon paymeht of a tax fixed by law, 
at such an amount for each case as may to the Legislature seem just 
and right. 

In some instances, it has been found that lands upon which a tax 
has been imposed, are unsaleable. The expediency of providing by 
law for the purchase in behalf of the State, of lands which have bieen 
advertised for a sufficient length of time, for taxes due thereon, and 
which, upon being offered, are found unsaleable, is well worthy of ex- 
amLnation and inquiry. Some legislation may be necessary on this 
subject ; and I suggest that it would be advisable in such cases to au- 
thorize a purchase in behalf of the State. The time of advertising 
now required by law might, also, with advahtage, be considerably 
shortened. Lands owned by residents might be advertised for one 
month, and those owned by non-residents fbr three months. A mod- 
ification or change of the law in this respect, is deemed advisable, 
and is therefore reconmiended. 

In reference to cases where persons feel that they have been ille* 
gaily taxed, the law provides that relief may be obtained by applica- 
ti<m to a Judge of the Circuit Court. It is not deemed necessary (hat 
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dier6 s^ouid be a provirtom lor Appeal in fluch cases from th^ decis* 
ion or opinion of thd Judj^, biit this Ia\^ is regarded as defective in' 
Another psrticnlar. It is not provided that the State maj make ft 
similar appHcation for justice to a Judge of the Circuit Court, in 
cases where the ri^tts ancf interests of the State may be affected bj 
the decision of die Board of Cotmtj Commisdoners. If, in this re- 
spect, AiB hw is defective, it should be aifnended. Whether any pro- 
vision is deemed proper and necessary fer that purpose, it wiU be fot 
the Legislature to determine. 

The great expense of criminal prosecutions is a subject tSat m^rita 
the most mature consideration, to the ekid that, if posdble, some plan 
may be devised which Woold have the efiect of diminishing this great 
drain upon the Treasury. The law relating to the payment of Ju* 
rors and State Witnesses, and the mode of their payment, may re- 
quire revision and amendment ; and the inquiry might be profitable, 
whether the law, as it now stands, is unequal and unjust in its opera^ 
tion, and whether such alterations and amendments might be made, 
as would render it miore itoCeptable, and remove some of the features 
that are deemed by many highly objectionable. A great benefit 
would certainly result from a diminution of the heavy drafts up<Hi the 
Treasury, growing out of this description of claims. The subject is 
one of great interest to the State, and should, as I doubt not, it will, 
receive the consideration which its importance demands. If it is 
seen that there is error and wrong in the system — ^thatthe law is de- 
fective, and operates injuriously—^ feel assured that sudi action will 
be talcen, as will afibrd a just and adequate remedy. My attention 
having been but recently called t6 this matter, I am not prepared to 
suggest any plan that would answer the purpose of saving to the 
State, any portion of the large amount thus expended ; nor can I 
even say, with coitfidence, that arty wiser or better provisions with 
reference to thb iRil:ject can be made, than those which already 
etiM. 

In cases of conviction of slaves of ofiences not capital, the law is 
believed to be defective^ with regaid to the payment of costs. It is 
but just that, in such cci^es, the owner should be held liable. Some 
provision may be needed to meet such cases, so 'that, hereafter, the 
Stote may be relieved froin the expense and burden of the payment 
of the costs of prosecution. A law subjecting the slaves so con- 
victed to sale, or to be hired out until such costs are paid, might an- 
swer every purpose. 

The law requires that, in casds of prosecution for assault arid bat- 
tery, trespass and libels the name of the prosecutor shall be set at the 
foot of the indictment, atid that he shall be liable to costs, upon fail- 
ure of the prosecution. The manifest object and design of this pro- 
vision of the law were to *ave this expense to the State. In the vast 
number of prosecutions fdi* ofiTences of this description, it was fore- 
seen that many would be of a frivolous and unimportant character, 
and that Grand Juries might and would be compelled to make pre- 
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sentments and find indictoientB, in eases where there weuUL be no 
chance or probability of conviction upon th^ triaL It it a wise regu- 
ktion which) in such cases, requires the name of a prosecute and 
makes him liable to costs, upon fiulure of the prosecution. I am at 
a loss to perceive how this provision could, in such cases, have been 
dispensed with. I am not aware that any decision has been made, 
declaring the observance of this requisite unnecessary, or useless ; 
jet, fix>m the fact that accounts have been presented to the Comptrol* 
ler for payment, in caaes where this requirement of the law was not 
observed,*! am led to suppose, that some decision has been made, 
or that the provision itself has been overlooked. In my opinion the 
Comptroller acted properly, and in conformity to law, in refiising the 
allowance and payment of such claims. 

I have not been informed of any decisions made by the Courts in 
reference to the laws of the last session; nor do I know that any such 
have been made upon any matters herein referred to, unless, indeed, 
opinions have been expressed in reference to the law before alluded 
to, requiring the name of the prosecutor, in certain cases, to be placed 
at the foot of the indictment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, D. P. HOGUE. 



Doc. 4. 
BOUNDART BETWEEN GEOROIA AND FLORIDA. 



ExEcunvB Depastkbict, Georoia, ) 
MiLLBDOEViLLB, April 24, 1848. ) 

To His Excellency Wm. D. Moselet, Tallahassee^ Florida. 

Sir : I beg leave to call vour Excellency's attention to a resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly of this State, assented to dOth Decem- 
ber, 1847, a certified copy of which is herewith enclosed, on the sub* 
ject of the boundary line separating the State of Georgia from Florida. 

The importance of an amicable and speedy ac^ustment of this 
question, has been long felt and acknowledged by the authorities of 
both States, and it is to be hoped that the measures proposed by the 
Legislature of this State, at its last session, will meet with the ap- 
probation of your Excellency. 

In which event, I should be pleased at any early day, to co-operate 
with you in maturing the plan rec<»nmended in the enclosed resolutions. 

With great consideration, I am your ExceUency's ob't serv't, 

GEO. W. TOWNS. 



IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. Habbis, of Baldwin, from the Committee on the State of the 
Republic, to which was referred the correspondence in relation to 
the boundary line between Georgia and Florida, rep<»ts : 
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That it has given a careful consideTation to the questions involved 
in the controversy with our sister Florida, and laments that, through 
the agency of the recent joint commission of the two States, the 
question of boundary was not closed by it forever. 

To the people of Georgia, if they considered their claim to the 
strip of territory in anywise doubtfiil, it would a^rd great pleasure to 
yield to their younger and respected sister, what she seems to think 
necessary to her, and which to them is ahnost unimportant in value, 
without a struggle. This, however, cannot with the views of the duty 
entertained by your committee be done. 

It occurs to your committee, that if Florida entertains the same 
desire that is felt by Georgia, ^r a permanent boundary line being 
marked as speedily as practicable, with a view to the proper enforce- 
ment of the criminal and civil laws of each State, without conflict 
with those of the other, she wUl readily unite in referring such points 
of dispute as may be stated and agreed upon by the Governors of 
each State respectively, to the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. This course is suggested fix)m the fact, that cases of 
disputed boundary between States, are confided by the Constitution of 
the United States to that tribunal ; and we cannot but believe that the 
kind feeling for each other of the two States interested, will probably 
lead them to an amicable settlement, upon an agreed case of such 
abstract questions as may be deemed preliminary to the demarca- 
tion of the line. 

Your committee would recommend the submission of the two 
States to the Supreme Court of the United States, of the abstract 
question, whether so much of the treaty of the United States of 
America with Soain, in 1795, as provides fer the ascertainment and 
establishment of a boundary between Creorgia and Spain, has been 
executed in pursuance of the terms of said treaty. 

Should the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States 
determine, that so much of the said treaty as relates to the boundary 
aforesaid, had been executed by the Conmiissioners of the United 
States and Spain, then that the Governor of Greorgia appoint two 
Commissioners, to unite with an equal number on the part of Flori- 
da, to mark the line between Georgia and Florida, from Ellicott's 
Mound to the junction of the Flint with the Chaltahoochie river. 

In the event, however, of the decision of that Court, that a boun* 
dary has not been ascertained and established between G^rgia and 
Spain, in pursuance of the provisions of the treaty of 1795, tl^ Gov- 
ernor of Georgia is hereby requested to opeA a correspondence with 
the Governor of Florida, and to request his co-operation by the ap- 
pointment of a commission equal in number on the part of berth 
States^ and that they be authorized to cause examinations to be made 
fer the ascertainment of the head of the St Mary's river, vriiicht 
when made, the boundary line shall be run from the head of the St* 
Mary's river, so ascertained, to the junction of the Flint and Chatta- 
hoodiie rivers. 
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Your committee, in thqg recommending a mode for the adjustment 
of thi^ long standing controversy, would by no means limit the <fi8* 
oretion of the Executive a^ to the points or questions to be submitted* 
with Uie concurrence of Florida, to the decision of the Supreme Court. 
We recommend that the Governor take any and all such steps to 
close this controtBrgy, in an amicable manner, as his judgment may 
dictate. 

And with a view of furmshing to ^>ur sister 'Florida, 4he evidence of 
our feelings in this matter — 

Be U Resolved, That the Governor be requested. to transmit to the 
Governor of Florida, a copy of this report and resolution. 

Agreed to, December 29th, 1847. 

CHAJRJiES J; JENKINS, 
■Speaker of the House of Refresentnttives. 

A. F. OwBN, CUrh of the Home of lUpresealatlives. 

Concurred in, in Senate, December 39th, 1847. 

ANDREW J. MILLER, PnssidefU of Senate. 

Wx. H. Crawcobp, Secretary of the Senate. 

Assented to, 30th December, 1847. 

GEO. W. TOWNS, Goecnwr. 



Sbcrstasy of Statb's Ofeicb, Georgia, ) 
JMi&LEDORvuxB, February 10, 1848. ^ 
The above is a true and correct copy of the original, filed in this 
«^ce. N. . C. 3ARNETT, Setretary of State. 

ExEcuTxvB Dbpastmbht, 'Florida, ) 

Tallahassee, iMay, 1848. ) 

3ir : I have had the honor to receive your communication of April 
24th, enclosing a copy of the report and resolution of the last Gene- 
ral Assembly of jrour State, relatiice to the boundary between Geor- 
gia and Flmda. Be, assured. Sir, it has ever been the anxious de* 
, sire of the authorities of this State, to .adjust this question wkhoutde- 
lay, and in accordance with the rights of both parties ; and it was a 
source of no little regret to them that the ''.recent joint commission 
of the two States," appointed lor. that purpose, fidlad to accompli^ 
its definitive settlement Florida does not urge a claim to any of the 
t^tory in dispute, because she thinks it. ''necessary to her.'' Nor 
does. she ask her elder and xewected sister to " yield" anything to 
which her claims moy be.satis&Gtoraly ^tablished. It is only whsiX 
is .deemed her riffht, that Florida lias insisted upon ; and it is to be 

Sigretted that a mflbnsnt opiniop, ,Qr even a doubt, as to the nootives 
F her conduct in this matter, should be eintertained by any one. 
I would be pleased to cooperate with your Excellency in maturing 
some plan for asoeyrtaining the bimndary, but have to regret that there 
is no authority vestpd in me to do so. Icanseeaobetterorapeedier 
mode of deciding the controversy than by submitting the case to the 
•Supreme Court of the United States, upon an agr^. statematf 4>f 
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facts. At present, however, this cannot be done* When our neit 
General Assembly meets, it will give me pleasure to transmit your let- 
ter, and the accompanying report and resolution, for its consideration. 

In the meantime, I would be glad to receive from jou a fuller state- 
raent of such propositions as you will be prepared to make. This 
will, no doubt, facilitate the views of both parties. 

With high respect, I have the honor to be. 

Your Excellency's ob't serv't, 
(Signed,) W. D. MOSELEY. 

To his Excellency, Gbo. W. Towns, Milledgeville, Ga. 



Doc. 5. 
RKPORT OF THE RSaiSTER OF POBUO LANDS. 



Ofhce op Register op Public Lands, ) 
Tallahassee, Nov. 16, 1848. ) 
To his Excellency W. D. Moseley, 

Governor of Florida : 
Sib. : In obedience to legal provisions requiring the Register of 
Public Lands to report *< the State of the several funds, and the con- 
dition and disposition of the lands under his charge, with such sug- 
gestions as he believes will promote the interest of the State in this 
behalf," I respectfully submit the following 

REPORT: 
The balance on hand Nov. 14th, 1847, was • $5,075 33 

Amount received from said date to 31st Oct., 1848, as 
per account and exhibits appended, is - - 17,340 87 

which, added to said balance, makes • - - $22,416 20 
The disbursements during the same period, as per acc't 
and exhibits appended, amount to, • - - 5,599 55 

Which,dedacted,le8vesinTrea8'ycertificatesandcash, $16,816 65 

The above sum includes the following, viz : 
Am't of 5 per cent of proceeds of Mies of 
public lands for the year 1846, - - $1,930 92 

Am't rec'd for rent of 16ih sections, - - 579 09 

Making, - • - $2,510 01 
Which, deducted from the balance above, leaves to the 

Seminary fund, 14,306 64 

To this fund there is due by bonds, - - - 22,136 53 
Bj internal improvement fund for money advanced, 9,013 42 
Appendix 3 
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^'lessees in Jackson county,* 285 00 

" " Gadsdent ** 813 50 

And, by the U. States, there is due to this State 5 per 

cent on sales of 1847, which has been applied for but 

not paid. 

* The whole of thif sum which includes $185 60 stated in last annaal report 
to have been collected by B. Barklcy. Esq., agent, has been paid since the end of 
the fiscal year. 

t But a small part of this, most of which is of old staadiof, is considered col- 
lectible. 

Of the Internal Ixphovement Fund. 

The disbursements down to the end of the fiscal year, 
31st October, 1848, made from the Seminary Fund, 
amount to $9,675 87 

The receipts for the same period, .... 662 45 

Which having been transferred to the Seminary fond, 
in part payment of the above su m advanced, leaves due 9,0 13 42 

There is due to the internal improvement fund by bonds 
for Uod taken under the State pre-emption law, the 
sum of - - 358 66 

Of the Common School Fund. 

The amount rec'd for rents as per exhibit D is - - $579 09 
The amount paid for selecting land for deficient 16th 

sections (see E) is 583 38 

The same consHleralions that induced me to make an investment 
in State Certificates in 1847, operated with increased force during 
the present year. 

The premium on exchange, which was frequently not obtainable 
at any price, and the brokerage on the purchase of United States' 
stock, would have amounted to no inconsiderable sum ; whilst that 
stock, had it been purchased, would have yielded less profit than the 
Florida certificates. Besides, at a season of such extraordinary de> 
pression, the withdrawal of a large sum from circulation at home 
would have been felt by the whole business community ; and, by 
diminishing competition, would at once have lowered the public 
credit, and obliged the holders of certificates, at least a portion of 
them, to submit to greater loss. 

The quantity of lands approved during the past year for defi- 
cient 16th sections is 9,864 74 acres.* 

The quantity for Seminaries, 1^ aection.f 

For Internal Improvement, I have reported, in all, 310,000 acres, 
none of which, however, has yet received the final action of the 
Treasury Department. AppreheDding that there existed some ob- 
stacle to its approval, I addressed the Commissioner of the GmtaX 

*See appendix E. 
*See appendix F. 
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Land Office on the subject, and was informed liy him that the mat- 
ter had been ^^ suspended until further information can be had in 
relation to the claims arising under the armed occupation act, as 
many of the selections appear to conflict with those claims." 

Under the operation of this act the State will lose, perhaps, a con- 
siderable quantity of good land ; but she will be compensated by 
the acquisition of a bold and hardy class of citizens, who have 
tamed the wilderness, and rendered it more inriting to other emi- 
grants from abroad. 

In my last annual report, I stated the obstacles that existed to the 
locating of the eight sections granted by Congress to Florida, for 
" fixing her seal of Government." The General Assembly passed 
resolutions on the subject, with the view to procure a modification 
by Congress of the mode m which, according to a decision of the 
Treasury Department, this land had to be located. I am not aware, 
however, that Congress took any action in the matter. As selec- 
tions for this purpose, as well as for Seminaries, are required to be 
made in larger con^pact bodies than those which are made for In- 
ternal Improvement; and as the surveyed portions of the State had 
been gleaned ; I considered it advisable to wait for further surveys ; 
and therefore reported, the past year, no land for the Seal of Gov- 
ernment, and but very liiile for Seminaries. 

The information that I have been able to acquire in regard to 
16th sections is vague, and unsatisfactory, it is to be hoped that 
the tax assessors and collectors, upon, whom the last Assembly de- 
volved the duty of collecting specific information on this subject, 
will be able to impart it. 

Under the provisions of an act passed 11th February, 1838, the 
Trustees of the Jefferson County Academy leased a number of val- 
uable sections. Those leases have all expired ; and it is so ques- 
tionable whether they ought to be extended, that I would reluctant- 
ly decide in favor of such a course. My views, adverse to the prac- 
tice of leasing the public lands, were given in my last report. — 
Those views are not only unchanged, but their correctness is con- 
firmed, in my opinion, by further observation. They are, however, 
inapplicable to such as the 16lh section on Lake Bradford. This 
section is worthless, except as a healthy summer retreat, for which 
purpose, exclusively, it has been rented. 

The act establishing the oflfice of Register, requires that " each 
class of land shall pay the expense of locating the same." 

I trust that I may be pardoned for recommending a modification 
of this provision, as far as it relates to school lands, so as to make 
the expense of locating these chargeable to the Seminary fond, 
without remuneration. I shall barely remark, in defence of this 
suggestion, that the fund arising from the 16th sections, many of 
which are both barren and fractional, cannot bear any diminution, 
without serious injury to the intended recipients of its benefits ; 
and it would be rigorous to exact, from such slender resources, a 
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pittasce to coDtribate to establish aniipenilMe^ which can be diieetly 
beneficial to, comparatively, a very few. 

The sales during the past year amount to 3,831 67 acres; of 
which, 2,828 88, producing $9,231 30, were Seminary lands; and 
1,002 79 acres, were Internal Improvement lands; which latter 
were taken under the pre-emption laws of the State. 

This result, considering the pressure of the times, would seem to 
indicate a considerable degree of relative prosperity in Florida. — 
But it must be remarked that it does not show, to a proportionate ex- 
tent, an augmentation of the best kind of wealth to a State, popula- 
tion. 

The sales were, for the most part, of land lying in old and dense 
settlements ; and, I think, with but a single exception, to citizens of 
the State. 

Within the past year there has been less immigration to Florida 
than during any previous year since Indian hostilities ceased. This 
is attributable to several causes; one of which is the fact, that 
nearly all the good land is now covered by the State selections, and 
by private claims, so situated that a large poriion is precluded from 
immediate sale. Co-operating with this, there is another powerful 
cause tending to divert the current of emigration from this, to other 
regions. 

Whilst the good land here is engrossed, as has been stated, the 
United States possess elsewhere boundless tracts of great fertility, 
to which emigrants are attracted by the facility of obtaining settle- 
ments under the pre-emption laws. 

It is indispensably necessary that Florida shcHild adopt speedily 
a policy that may tend to counteract causes obviously impeding 
her growth in population. To say nothing of the general advanta- 
ges of a dense population in promoting the arts and sciences, and 
increasing the physical and political power of a State, it is incon- 
tesiably true, that where population is most numerous, internal im- 
provement is most wanted, and, therefore, most easily effected. 

The same proposition is equally true, in reference to education. 
Indeed, instruction by the ' Common School* system, is exceedingly 
difficult, if not impracticable, where the population is very sparse. 

The truth of these propositions will, perhaps, be admitted; but 
yet it may be asked, how is Florida to counteract the causes re- 
ferred to ? 

I would reply, by disposing of her public lands in the same man 
ner that the United States dispose of theirs. 

It may be argued, in opposition to this suggestion, that Florida 
has already more children than she has means to educate ; and if 
she sells her Seminary lands at low prices, she will gain nothing. 
This objection is more specious than sound. For if immigration 
be checked by the high price of land, the increase of population 
by procreation, and the increase of the education fund by sales to 
citizens of the State, would, at best, progress in the same ratio ; 
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which process, whilst it wonW not augment the relative means ta 
foster education, would unquestionably retard the other great inter- 
ests. But this is not all. Experience proves that the enhanced 
▼slue of land, in a series of years, seldom remunerates the bolder 
in a sum equal to what would be the amount of principal and in- 
terest on the investment And it is susceptible of demonstration, 
that, if the lands which were sold last year, although they lie in 
rich and dense neighborhoods, had been sold twenty years ago at 
l^vemment price, the Seminary fund would now be greater than 
It is; and it ia equally demonstrable, that the revenue of the State 
would be greater, the population more numerous, and the political 
power greater. 

Thus in whatever aspect the subject may be considered — whether 
it be in reference to the entire interest of the State, or only to the 
particular purposes for which the grants were made — the conclu- 
sion is, to me, irresistible, that the policy recommended would be 
promotive of all. 

During the last winter and spring, as I have been informed, 
many persons from abroad visited this State with a view to settle- 
ment. Finding the good lands situated as has been mentioned, they 
became discouraged and withdrew, probably to migrate to some 
other region. 

The recurrence of such disappointments for a few, years, may be 
greatly detrimental to the State. Often a slight cause retards or 
expedites the settlement of a country. The emigration of a single 
individual will sometimes unsettle a whole neighborhood ; whilst- 
the disappointment of one may be even more powerful to repress 
the enterprise of those who were anxious to seek new homes. 

These views having been presented in my last report, and recog- 
nized by the General Assembly, to some extent, to be correct, (as 
may be inferred from the passage of a Slate pre-emption law, and 
a resolution in favor of having the price of United States land re- 
duced,) I feel the less diffidence in recommending, as means of in- 
viting immigration, an extension of the privileges granted by the 
law to which I have just referred. 

Under existing circumstances the flow of population is, com 
paratively, slow even to the most fertile regions ; and without a 
change, ages will elapse before the inferior lands will teem with 
population. A very large portion of Florida is in its natural state, 
of little value for cultivation, but is admirably adapted for stock 
raising ; and whilst the luxuriant and boundless pasturage, aided by 
a genial climate, renders that primitive occupation a source of 
profit in thecattle themselves, these, in their turn, contribute to ferti- 
lize the soil, at a cost of labor and expenditure scarcely felt, and to 
prepare it for the production of the most valuable staples. 

Thither, under a liberal system, will be led a hardy and useful 
population, whose efforts to procure an humble competency may 
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gradaally develope capabilities of clhnfttd and Mil, which other- 
wise might continue unknown. 

It was probably with a view to hasten the settlement of this 
description of land, that the last General Assembly passed the reso- 
lutions relative to the reduction of the price of United States' lands. 
Thus far the true policy of the State and of the G^eneral Govern- 
ment was correctly discerned. But to carry out her object, Florida 
should co-operate with the United States, by offering to immi- 
grants comparative facilities for the acquisition of her own lands; 
much of which, in consequence of the late period at which most of 
the selections were permitted to be made, to the restrictions im- 
posed as to the mode of selecting, and to the existence of large and 
numerous Spanish grants most, u na voidably, be of an ordinary quality. 

A contemplation of the causes which have been referred to, and 
of others which will occur to the observant and reflecting mind, as 
obstacles to the improvement of the State, will, I trust, result in the 
conviction that timely and judicious liberality wonld be the best 
policy. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. JOHN BEARD, 

Register of Public Lands for the State of Flmnda. 

REGISTER OF PUBLIC LANDS, ACCOUNT CURRENT, 
AND EXHIBITS A, B, C, D, AND NO. 1. 

John Beardf Register of Pub. Lands, in accH with the State of Florida, 
1847. Db. 

To balance due, as per statement, in report No- 
vember 14th, 1847, - - $5,075 33 
Dec. 4. " Cash received from Treasurer in 

payment of the Register's travelling 

expense, this amount being charged 

in acc't current to Register's credit, 285 15 
" cash recM for Sem. land, exhibit A, 4,786 48 
'' << instalments for land 

sold in 1847, as per exhibit B, 7,558 76^ 

" cash for inl'l imp't land, exhibit C, 662 45 
*' " rec'd for rents of 16th sec'ns 

exhibit D, 579 09 

" cash recMofJ'dgeBaltzell, old ac% 74 56 
« " « Dr. D. L. White, ag»t 

for rents, 233 27^ 

" cash received of U. S. Treasury, 

being 5 per cent, on sales for the 

year 1846, - - - - - 1,930 92 
'' cash rec'd as premium on $10,251 

51 State certificates, subject to a 

drawback of i of 12 per cent, on 

nil redeemed within 12 months 

from day of purchase, - - - 1,280 18..22,416 20 
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To balance br(Hi|^t forward, - - 16,816 65 

By amount of disbursements, as per exhibit No. 1, ap- , 

pended, $5,599 55 

By balance, 16,816 65-22,416 20 

exhibiFno. 1. 

DISBVBSEMENTS FOB TB6 YEAH EMDIlilO 31 ST OCTOBSH, 1848, 

1847, 

Nov, 20. Cash paid D. L. White, agent, for rents, 

" 22. " " Henry Wells» for locating land, 

" 22, " " Judge Bahzeli, for services locating, &;c 

** 26. « " A. M. Randolph, for locatintr laud, 

Dec. 24. " " B. F. Whitner, jr. for locating land, 

1848. s 

Jan. 8, «* " John Dick, " " " 

Mar. 12. " " Spencer Brooks, for appraising land, 

" 14. " ** Geo. Grouard, for advertising sales, 

«• 3|. •' " O. A. Myers, for services in my absence, 44 

April 6. '• *• Hay ward's adm'rs, for stationary, 

«» 6. " ** A. M. Randolph, for locating land, 

" 12, " " Sibley <Sz; Dyke for advertising sales, 

*' " W. Bartlett, for blanks and adv. sales, 

" " Joseph Clisby, for advertising sales, 

** " Columbus Times, for do. 

« *» Charleston Mercury, do. 

^ <* Cotton Rawls, for appraising land, 

May l» *' '' John Dick, for locating land, 

" « Henry Wells, do. 

" « S. J. Perry, do. 

" " V. J. Strickland, for appraising land, 

" *' Savannah Georgian, for adv. sales, 

" " Florida Herald, for advertising sales, 

" " W. Bartlett, for blanks, 

June 1, *^ '^ John Dick, for locating land, 

*^ *' R. M. Gamble, for appraising land, 

« 13. " " For Postage, 

" " Sibley 6l Dyke, for blanks, 

July 10, *^ *< Savannah Republican, for adv. sales, 

*' '^ Henry Wellst for locating land, 

27, " " A. M. Randolph, do. 

Sept. 2, ** " The News, for advertising land sales, 

^ ** The Raleigh Register* jbr adv. sales, 

"" ** Ralei^ Stapdard, do. 



863 75 


50 00 


:. 88 03 


500 00 


415 00 


400 00 


45 00 


38 50 


e, 44 00 


20 37 


1500 00 


46 00 


67 75 


46 50 


41 00 


42 10 


45 00 


300 00 


100 00 


100 00 


10 00 


60 75 


22 50 


15 00 


300 00 


2 50 


7 15 


9 00 


61 25 


420 00 


670 00 


35 50 


20 00 


12 00 



•9,699 &fr 
1!he itbove is exdiui ve of th* R«gi«t«r's ^veiling twftnw 
jen^4foJ>t paid out oi the Treaaw|i,) <fi$ : 888 19 

•5,90»S6 
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[A.] Recbipt8 for SBxnfART Lands bold during tbs Focal 

YbAR dlST OCTOBKR, 1848. 
Fbom — 

Wm. J. Faircloth, 
W. L. Scurlock, 
Nelson Hawley, 
S. J. Baker, 
S. W. A. Askew, 
William D. Branch, 
Wro. Holly, 
Wiley Brooks, 
Ephraim Btitch, 
Adin Waterman, 16 54 94,786 48 



182 


60 


141 


37 


180 54 


70 74 


166 


74 


48 


45 


35 


55 


47 20 


67 


59 


16 541 



From— 




John C. McQehee 


233 13 


Towosend 6l Farrell, 


1 00 


William H. Ware, 


844 55 


R. G. Mays, 


236 08 


y. J. Strickland, 


378 00 


James Harrison, 


2,640 67 


L, T. R. Riviere, 


35 38 


Edward J. Thomas, 


70 35 



[B.] Second Instalments; or, Receipts Foit Seminary Lands 
sold in 1847. 

PUBCRASERS NaUBS. F 

J. Lu G. Baker, (for 
S. J. Bakei,) 

Jos. T. Ru5S, 

Thos. M. White, 

B- F. Spiers, 

John P. Lockey, 

Wm. F. Snelling, 

John Waddill, 

John Tanner, 

Dempsey Pittman, 

Charles S. Sibley, 

Charles Waller, (as- 
signee of Gunn,) 

J. L. Smallwood, 

H. P. Mitchell, 

John P. Malhison, 

H. P. Lipford, 

Benjamin Watson, 

William Kilcrease, 

V. J. Strickland, 

Josiah Woodbury, 

[C] Receipts for Land selected for Internal Improvbmxnt, 

AND SOLD UNDER THE PRE-EMPTION LAW OF THE StATE. 



OH — 


1 


$468 31i 


405 53 


229 


78 


320 43 1 


101 


18 


72 61 1 


625 


59 


212 68 1 


111 


64 


134 30 


89 


35 


89 


47 


89 


48 


67 


11 


35 


72 


64 00 


805 95 


335 


85 


44 86 } 



Pdrchasbrs NiMBi. Fbom — 


Tabiiha Williams, 


44 86 


Geo. W. Tillinghast, 


533 57 


Wm. Bailey, 


899 14 


C. C. Yonge, 


197 68 


Jos. W. Russ, 


123 40 


Jno. McElvy, 


156 97 


R. K. Shaw, 


337 51 


Alex. Campbell, 


261 76 


Ed. J. Thomas, 


55 64 


Wm. S. Gunn, 


33 38 


Thos. D. Newsom, 


33 54 


Wm. S. Gunn, 


130 03 


S. C. Bellamy, 


111 87 


C. Waller, assignee 




of Thomas, 


44 57 


Samuel Woodbury, 


100 94 


Wm. Edwards, 


179 06 


M. M. McAlUey, 


11 00 



•7,558 76i 



PUBCHASERS NaMBS. 

Sterling McCarthy, $190 00 

John Milton, 29 92 

Philemon Conelly, 29 50 

James A. Dallas, 47 50 

Archibald Campbell, 190 00 

Angus C. Douglas, 44 37 



Porch ABBBB Naiub. 
James Smith, 59 16 

Wm. S. Mann, 27 00 

M. McCarthy, 15 50 

George L. Cochran, 29 50 



$662 45 
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[D.] List qf School Lands retUed by A.A.Fiaher^ Sheriff of Leon 
county and ex-qficio Commissioner of said lands. 



Town- 
ships. 


Ranges. 


Lessees. 


Yr's 


Rent. 


Paid. 


Due. 


No. 2. 


IN&E 


George W. Holland, 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




C( 


1 


• « (« C( 


1849 


5 00 




5 00 


3. 


I 


Thomas L. Hall, 


1S4G 


40 00 


40 00 




c« 


1 


i( c( tc 


J 847 


60 00 


60 00 




(( ' 


1 


{{ <{ «c 


1S46 


60 00 




00 00 


1. 


2 


Charles C. Parkhill, 


1818 


60 00 




50 00 


(C 


2 


W. N. Taylor, for Barrow, 


1848 


100 00 




160 00 


<( 


2 


J. H. T. Lorimer, 


1S4S 


30 00 




30 00 


3. 


2 


James Ponder, 


1847 


30 00 


30 00 




« 


2 


«< (( 


184S 


30 00 




30 00 


2. 


3 


J. C. MoFtford, 


1847 


28 00 


28 00 




(( 


3 


Amos Pipkin, 


18-lS 


30 00 




30 00 


3. 


3 


Wesley B. Taylor, 


1817 


40 00 


35 00 


5 00 


C( 


3 


i( «( tc 


1545 


40 00 




40 00 


<c 


3 


John W. Bean, 


184S 


25 00 




25 00 


« 


3 


H. J. M. Hutto, 


1848 


10 00 




10 00 


1. 


IN&W 


J. J. Scott, 


1817 


38 10 




38 10 


C( 


1 S &E 


Wm. M. Maxwell, 


1816 


340 00 




340 00 


»c 


1 


(( (( Ci 


1847 


264 00 




264 00 


(C 


1 


George Galphin, 


1847 


38 00 




38 00 


C( 


1 


John P. Maxwell, 


1847 


38 00 




38 00 


<( 


2 


J. H. T. Lorimer, 


1846 


160 00 


160 00 




« 


2 


David Barrow, 


1847 


188 00 


188 00 




(C 


2 . 


J. H. Lorimer, 


1847 


170 00 


170 00 




{( 


2 


Wni. Bloxham, 


1847 


76 00 


75 00 




»t 


2 


C( (( 


184S 


90 00 




90 00 


« 


1 S&W 


Henry Bond,* 


1817 


5 00 




5 00 


(c 




« ' (( 


184S 


5 00 




5 00 


<( 




R. K. Call, • 


1847 


5 00 




6 00 


« 




cc cc 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


<« 




Wm. C. Campbell.' 


1847 


6 00 




5 00 


« 




(( c< 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


<( 




J. B. Taylor,* 


1847 


5 00 




6 00 


cc 




cc cc 


184S 


5 00 




5 00 


« 




J. R. Lloyd,* 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




<( 




E. A. Bruce,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


<( 




J. H. Rhodes,* 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




« 




c< c» 


1848 


5 00 




5 00 


<( 




R. B. Lignowski,* 


1R47 


5 00 




5 00 


« 




Graham & Barco,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


« 




R. W. B. Hodgson,* 


1847 


5 00 




5 00 


« 




Otis Fairbanks,* 


1847 


5 00 


5 00 




(( 




<( cc 


1848 


5 00 




6 00 



$2129 10| #806 00|$1323 10 

or the abore rents the Sheriff has paid over to the Register the 
sum of five hundred and seventj-nine dollars and nine cents, ($579 
09,) which is to be credited to the respective Townships in propor- 
tion to the rent, or the amount collected, for each. 

* For Summer residences on Lake Bradford. 
Appendix 4 
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(E.) In the TaOahatsee IHttnci thefalhmmg Md§abmifar d^em0 
16(A seciioM hme been i^ppraveeL 



Mtde 


For 


Sub-divisians 








Tships. RftDgea 


Selected. 


Sec T. 


Bange. 


Acres. 


7 N. 


12 W 


. N.W. iofS. E. i 


34 7 N. 


11 W. 


39.94 


7 


13 


S. E. i 


32 " 


U 


159.37 


7 


14 


EJNWi&WiNEi, 


)B9 " 


« ,1 




«c 


(« 


W^SEi&SEiSEi, 


.28 « 


280.12 


7 


15 


Ni, 


21 " 






c« 


i« 


NWJ 


,22 " 


479.62 


4 


4 


swi 


19 6 


8 


159.37 


4 


5 


NWi 


80 " 


« 


159.37 


4 


6 


SWi 


80 " 


« 


159.87 


6 


7 


NEi 


25 5 





158.24 


5 


7 


W i of S W 1 


21 7 


11 


79.84 


7S 


11 W N W J 


88 7 


11 


159 87 


8 


11 


NWi 


29 •♦ 


M 


169.87 


9 


11 


NEi 


29 « 


M 


159.87 


6 


12 


WiSEi&SEiSEi29 « 


«»- 


119.89 


7 


12 


SW* 


29 « 


«C 


159.87 


8 


12 


SEi 


20 " 


M 


160.56 


4 


14 


SEi 


19 " 


<f 


160.00 


5 


14 


SWi 


20 « 


M 


160.81 


7 N 


16 W N 4 


8 4 N 


16 W 


319.75 


7 


17 


8i 


8 4 


16 


319.75 


6 


18 


NWi 


32 


17 


159.62 


6 


19 


Ni 


17 4 


16 


320.00 


6 


20 


Si 


17 4 


16 


320.00 


6 


21 


Ni 


20 4 


16 


820.62 


6 


22 


NJ 


20 4 


16 


320.62 


6 


23 


SO 5 


16 


820.38 


6 


24 


Si 


80 5 


16 


820.38 


6 


25 


Ni 


81 5 


16 


820.88 


6 


26 




81 5 


U6 


320.38 


6 


27 


32 9 


16 


320.0a 


6 


28 


SWi 


32 6 


16 


160.00 


5 


29 


S^\ 


8 8 


17 


819.24 




29 


8 2 


17 


159.61^ 




30 


(NiSEi 

>NWi 


>42 

<i0 2 


17 


5 

;» 640.68 




30 


17 




80 


SWi 


3 


17 


161 .oa 




81 


SEi 


»a 


17 


161.0* 




31 


LotR S and 7, 


10 4 


16 


i2«0d 




32 


Lotsl, S,4;6uidOi 


1« 4 


16 


162.80 




29 


Lou 2, 5 and 6, 


26 8 


17 


207.16 


2 


32 


T^t» 8, 7 and«. 


M Si 


W 


309.14t 
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1 8 


122 W Lot 4, 


26 3 


17 


79.88 


2 


23 


Lots 4 and 5, 


35 3 


17 


160.32 


1 


30 


Lots 3 and B, 


35 3 


vr 


141.68 


2 


30 


LoU 2 and 7» 


35 3 


17 


132.60 


2 


81 


Lots, 


B5 3 


17 


80.20 


1 


28 


WiSEi 


15 2 


17 


479.86 



(F.) Sdectumsfor a Seminary West of Apalachicola River, under 
the acts of Congress ofZd March, 1823, and 29th January, 1827. 

Entire sec. 24, township 6 N, range 10 W, 

Entire sec. 26, township 7 N, range 9 W. 

The above were approved last year, but in the published list the 
first was erroneously printed section 26, and the other was omitted. 

This township wants ^th of a section. 

For a Seminary East of Apalachicola River, under the same acts. 
The S. E. i of sec. 2, township 21 S, range 18 E, — which com- 
pletes this township. 

Under the act of 2d March, 1845. 
Entire section 26, township 3 N, range 3 W. 
There remain to be approved under this, act of 3d March, 1845, 
15 sections and i. 



Doc. 6. 
UBTTER FROn S1IRV. OEN. BITTLER. 



SuKVEYOR General's Office, ^ 
St. Augustine, October 2, 1848. J 

To his Excellency Wm. D. Moselby, Governor of Florida: 

Sib : — I have the honor to unnex, below, an extract from my An- 
nual Report to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 
which I have embraced a subject of internal improvement, that the 
whole United States is deeply interested in, and the prosperity of the 
State 'of Florida, will, by its execution, derive incalculable advan- 
tages from. 

Will you oblige me by refering it, with the diagram attached, for 
the serious consideration of the General Assembly, in your annual 
inessaget with such pertinent remarks, as its importance may sug- 
gest. Very respectfully, your most obt serv't., 

ROBERT BUTLER, Surveyor General. 
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the serious considetalion of the General Assembly, in your annual 
message, with suck pertinent remarks, as its importance may sug* 
gest. Very respectfully^ your most ob*t serv*i., 

ROBERT BUTLER, Surveyor General. 

Extract from the Annval Report of Surveyor General of Florida^ t6 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

** Surveyor General's Office, i 
St. Augustine, 2nd October, 1848. 
" Believing that general improvements (with the concurrence of 
State sovreignfy) tending to the sales of the public domain, within thB 
Surveyor's district, committed to my charge, as forming a legitimate 
and proper st^bject for my annual report, and having the prosperity 
of the Stale of Florida, associated with the deep interests of the Gen^ 
eral Government, at heart, [ claim your indulgence for submitting 
another sul)ject for the consideration of the Treasury and Executive 
Departments, leading to action by Congress, in addition to that 
in my last Report, touching the draining and ultimate survey of the 
Everglades on the Peninsula of Florida. The necessary limits of a 
Report of this character, preclude my entering into other than gen- 
eralities, leaving to the General Government and the General As- 
sembly of the State of Florida, (to whom 1 shall submit a copy of this 
part of my Report,) the minute details of the separate interests of 
each sovreignty, if the subject shall be viewed by them respectively, 
"OS it is by me, of vital interest to both, as well in a National as Com- 
mercial character, and tending to diffuse great prosperity to the so 
much neglected interests of agriculture, held by me as the vertebra 
•of national strength, and from which science and handiccafl, derive 
their daily support. The subject contemplated, is the erection of a 
Rail Road 'of permanent character, uniting the Gulf of Mexico with 
the River St. Johns, having for its object the transportation on its 
ways, Steam Boats, constructed for this purpose, with their entire 
lading, thus preventing transshipment, at all times expensive and 
irksome, giving a safe channel for the commerce of the South and 
West, with the North and East, strengthening our bond of Union, 
preventing innumerable ship-wrecks on the Southern coast, affording 
the facility of transporting troops, provisions and munitions in time ^ 
war, and the United States mails, affording great advantage to the 
travelling public, and tending to extensive sales of the public domain, 
^he distance necessary to efiect this great object, is overcome in 73 
miles, through a rich region of country, afibrding every facility in 
best of timber, and shewing upon its whole extent from Wacassa Bay, 
in the Gulf of Mexico, to Lake George of the St. John's river, no 
obstructions, of any moment, to the building t)f the Road at a small 
XM)st. With a view to brevity, and yet fully exemplify, I attach a 
diagram, affording impoitant delineations derived from actual sur- 
veys. If the United States and the State of Florida shall harmooi- 
t)U8]y unite, in the accomplishment of this, to tne, all.important work^ 
it may prevent stockjobbing calamities from inundating Florida, and 
I shall deem its completion, as the Eastern point of a commereud 
^ta^ passing the Gulf of Mexico, through which the Pacific Oceail 
taay be seen without extravagant spectilationv" 
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Doc. 7. 
St. Augustine, October 20, 1848. 
To His Excellency Wm. D. Moseley, Governor of Florida. 

Sir : I enclose you an extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Madrid, 
respecting a discovery of manuscripts among the Spanish archives, 
illustrative of the history of Florida. I respectfully submit to your 
consideration the propriety of laying the subject before the Legisla- 
ture for its information. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

D. L, YULEE. 



Extract from a letter of His Excellency Hon, Romulus M. Saunders. 

I have engaged a gentleman here, Don Luis Sayangas, to examine 
the public archives of Spain for such documents as are to be found, 
calculated to illustrate the history of Louisiana. lie has just in- 
formed me, that he has discovered many papers relating to Pensacola, 
and other, parts of Florida, which would be of great advantage in 
composing the history of your State. He has made a note of them, 
for future examination if ever called for. It is possible you might get 
the Legislature of your State to pay the expense, or perhaps the Li- 
brary Committee of Congress. Louisiana has appropriated $2,000. 
I should think half that sum might answer for your State. I give you 
the information, and shall take pleasure in doing any thing you may 
desire in renrard to it. 



OOnmiNICATION FROm THE OOmPTROLLER. 



(Referred to on the 56th page of the Journal.) 



Comptroller's Office, Dec. 12, 1848. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith a statement, (called for 
by resolution of the 7th inst.,) showing the gross and net amount of 
revenue assessed in each county for 1848 — the amount due 4th Mon- 
day in November — the amount paid to this date, and the amount yet 
outstanding. 

I am, very respectfully, 

SIMON TOWLE, CamptroOer. 
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STATEMENT, {prepared in accordance wUh an order of the House ofRepreeenta 
assessed in each county ; the deductions for insolvencies, overcharges, 4^.; the net 
and the amount actually paid into the Treasury, in cash, Treasury certificates^ and cer 









Dedactions 


Net amounts 


Am*t taxes for which 




Names of Tax Col- 


Gross amoH 


for insol- 


to be accoun- 


land is advertised dc 


Comities. 


lectors. 


assessed, as 
per retorns. 


▼enties, o- 
▼ercharges, 
dtc. 


ted for at the payment postponed. 








Smonthsl 6 months. 


Escambia 


A. W. Nicholson 


2,521 12 


258 37 


2,262 75 


10 93 


00 00 


Santa Rosa 


Wm. McKain 


1,099 44 


55 95 


1,043 49 


00 00 


00 00 


Walton 


W. C. McCuilum 


448 22 


42 60 


405 62 


00 00 


00 00 


Holmes 


Louis Miller 


a200 00 


00 00 


200 00 


00 00 


00 00 


Washington 


Henry Clark 


696 47 


56 80 


639 67 


00 00 


37 80 


Jackson 


A. L. Riviere 


3,660 26 


, 106 53 


3,553 73 


00 00 


00 00 


Calhoun 


W. J, Sansom 


447 78 


39 93 


407 85 


00 00 


54 51 


Franklin 


Benjamin Lucas 


66,729 78 


1,000 00 


5,729 79 


00 00 


2,000 00 




15,803 08 


1,560 18 


14,242 90 


10 93 


2,092 31 



Gadsden 


J. W. Ogilvie 


Leon 


J. W. Sherwood 


Wakulla 


A. F. Duval 


Jefferson 


Isaac Townsend 


Madison 


John H. Patterson 


Hamilton 


Wiley Lee 


Columbia 


A. J. T.Wright 


Alachua 


Joel B. Smith 


Duval 


A. A. Canova 


Nassau 


Samuel Walker 


StJohvB 


Matthew Solana 


Orange 


V. R. Dupont 


St. Lucie 


C. L. Brayton 


Marion 


Simeon Helvenston 


Levy 


Geo. H. Tresper 


Benton 


James A. Boyet 


HiUsborough 


John J. Hooker 


Monroe 


John Boyle 


Dade 


None 



7,053 22 


177 91 


6,875 81 




1,940 22 


13,253 80 


3,104 71 


10,149 09 


240 


810 17 


2,071 12 


e200 00 


1,871 12 




el,000 


5,273 16 


270 42 


5,002 74 






2,695 42 


88 65 


2^06 77 




18 60 


829 58 


15 78 


813 80 






31,176 30 


3,857 47 


27,318 83 


240 00 


3,768 99 



2,159 18 


448 38 


1,710 80 






2,433 85 


128 43 


2,305 42 




811 84 


2,537 24 


201 57 


2,335 67 






1,273 91 


7 30 


1,266 61 


149 49 




2,197 89 


92 21 


2,105 68 


16 20 


26 30 


901 30 


4 


897 30 






/ 1,357 62 


897 73 


459 89 




411 54 


1,934 15 


73 68 


1,860 47 


154 71 


868 11 


184 87 


1 80 


182 67 


1 44 


3 84 


14,979 51 


1,856 10' 


13,124 41 


321 84 


1,621 68 



410 28 

500 75 

2,086 58 



2,947 61 



8 04 

28 83 

614 85 



661 22 



402 24 

472 42 

1,^1 73 



2,296 89 



Gamd Totals, 964,906 50 7,928 97 66,982 53 672 77 7,482 98 
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(ives of December "7^ 1848,) shewmgihe gross amount of Revenue for 1848^ 
amount due the Ste^, payable on the Aih Monday of November^ 1848 ; 
iified accounts of jurors and State tuUnesses — up to date {Dec, 12, 1848.) 



Total amo'nt 


Total paid Treas. 


Amount of 


Total am'nt 




Amounts due 


due and pay- 


in cash, Treasury 


commissions 


"settled," by 
payments & 


Balance un- 


on advertised 


able fourth 


certif. and ac'nts 


credited at 


paid, and 


land, payable 
part 1 Jan'y, 


Monday in 
Noyember. 


of jurors and Sta. 


the Compt'l- 


com*sions,up 


due now. 


witnesses. 


ler's office. 


to this date. 




parti April. 


2,251 82 


1,672 82 


125 00 


1,797 82 


c454 00 


10 93 


1,043 49 


780 31 


80 00 


860 31 


diss 18 


00 00 


405 62 


344 49 


55 00 


399 49 


d6 13 


00 00 


200 00 


00 00 


00 00 


00 00 


a200 00 


00 00 


601 87 


621 87 


80 00 


601 87 


00 00 


37 80 


8,553 78 


8,828 78 


225 00 


3,553 78 


00 0(y 


00 00 


858 34 


298 34 


55 00 


353 34 


00 00 


54 51 


3,729 79 


2,815 25 


200 00 


2,515 35 


1,214 54 


2,000 00 


1?,189 66 


9,261 81 


820 00 


10,081 81 


2,057 85 


2,103 24 



4,935 09 


4,685 00 


250 


4,985 09 




1,940 22 


9,098 92 


8,648 92 


450 


9,098 92 




l,05(f 17 


871 12 


642 23 


80 


720 23 


el4S 89 


1,000 


5,002 74 


4,702 74 


800 


5,002 74 






2,588 17 


2,839 85 


200 


2,539 35 


48 82 


18 60 


813 80 


733 80 


80 


813 30 






23,309 84 


21,752 18 


1,360 00 


23,112 13 


197 71 


4,008 99 



1,710 80 


1,585 80 


125 


1,710 80 






1,493 58 


1,838 58 


125 


1,463 58 


^30 


811 84 


2,885 67 


2,185 67 


200 


2,335 67 






1,117 12 


992 12 


125 


1,117 12 




149 49 


2,063 18 


1,863 18 


200 


2,068 18 




42 50 


897 80 


254 10 


40 


294 10 


603 20 


d 


48 35 




48 85 


48 35 




411 54 


1,337 65 


1,212 65 


125 


1,337 65 




522 82 


177 29 


137 29 


40 


177 29 




5 28 


11,180 94 


9,519 89 


1,028 85 


10,547 74 


638 20 


1,948 47 



402 24 

472 42 

1,421 78 



346 82 

415 02 

1,217 71 



55 

55 

125 



401 82 

470 02 

1,342 71 



42 

2 40 

79 02 



2,296 89 



1,979 55 



285 



2,214 55 



81 84 



48,926 88 42,512 88 A8,44d 8& 45,956 28 2,970 6a 8,055 7^ 
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RsxABKs. — a Holmes county is but recently organized, and no re- 
turns are yet received. It is estimated she will pay $200 net. 

h In Franklin county, there is no Judge of Probate, and consequent- 
ly no settlement has been had with the County Commis'ers, and no 
list insolvencies certified. The amount here stated is an estimate. 
The state of things in that county is somewhat peculiar, and renders 
the collection of the taxes later than in other counties. 

c I learn the Tax Collector is, or has been, sicky which accounts 
for the delay in paying. 

d I know of no excuse for this delay. 

e No returns have been received of insolvencies, &c. This is a 
rough estimate. 

/The statement for St. Lucie includes the two years, 1847 and 
1848. There is so much doubt and confusion about the titles to the 
lands advertised, that it is impossible to say what amount, if any, will 
be realized. 

g The failure to pay this balance was caused by an oversight on 
the part of the Comptroller. 

h By deducting mm this amount the amount of juror and witness 
accounts, taken up as cash at the Treasuiy, to this date, (understood 
to bb 84,446 50,) the amount received from the revenue of 1848, 
applicable to the payment of Treasury certificates, is 38,066 88. 

A: Paid since this report was prepared. 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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